,# 


Iff       ^ 


*^ 


Jbris 
OGDEN 


THE  LIBRARY 

OF 

THE  UNIVERSITY 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

LOS  ANGELES 


I 


SERMON  S, 

BY 

HUGH  BLAIR,  D.D,  F.R.S.  Ed, 

One  of  the  Ministers  of  the  High  Church, 

AND 

Professor  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres 
in  the  University,  of  Edinburgh. 

IN  FIVE  VOLUMES. 


-        VOL.   V. 

TO    WHICH    IS    ANNEXED, 

A  SHom'  ACCQUNr  or  the  life  and  character 

OF  THE  AUTHOR, 

By  JAMES  FINLAYSO>r^  B.D. 


THE  FIFTH  EDITION* 


LONDON: 

Printed  hj  A-  ^ahan,  Printtrt-Street ; 
ForT.  Cadell  and  W.  Davies,  in  the  Stranc!; 
andW.  CfcBECH,  Edinburffh. 
MDCCCiir. 


■  r- 


..1.    A:: 

.      vJ     >l      -'       .  .  .       •. 


65*7^ 

mi 

TO  THE  READER. 


AFTER  the  very  favourable  reception 
which  the  Four  former  Volumes  of 
my  Sermons  have  met  with,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  I  had  refolved  not  to  prefume 
on  offering  any  more  to  the  Public.  To 
this  publication  of  another  Volume,  my 
prefent  fituation  gave  rife.  Being  now,  by 
the  infirmity  of  very  advanced  age,  laid 
afide  from  all  the  labours  of  the  pulpit, 
and  pofleffing,  of  courfe,^  more  retirement 
and  leifure  than  formerly,  it  occurred  to 
me,  fometimes,  to  look  back  into  Sermons 
moft  of  which  had  been  compofed  a  great 
many  years  ago,  with  a  view  to  obferve 
how  far  they  agreed  in  the  ftrain  of 
thought  with  thofe  which  I  had  written 
at  a  later  period.  In  reviewing  them, 
paffages  fometimes  appeared  which  I  ima- 
A  2  .  gined 
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gined  might  be  ferviceable,  either  for  ad- 
monition or  confolation  to  various  clafles 
of  perfons  ;  and  the  thought  began  to  arife 
in  my  mind,  that  by  employing  my  prefent 
leifure,  as  long  as  health  allowed,  in  pre- 
paring fome  of  thofeDifcourfes  for  the  prefs^, 
it  might  be  in  my  power  to  be  ftili  of  fome 
ufe  in  the  world-  Encouraged  by  this  idea, 
I  went  on  to  revife  arid  cbrre(ft  one  Sermon 
airerariother,  often  making  alterations  and 
additionfi,  till  the  prefent  Volume  ardfe,^  F 

r-'Tiioij^jH  the  fubjMs  of  •  thefa  Swrnens 
be  different  from,  thofe  which  I  formerly 
publi^ied,  fome  of  th-e  fame  fentiments-and 
expteflions  may  occafionally  be  found  to  be 
repeate.4  in  them.  This  is  apt  to  happen^ 
partly  from  that  fimilarity  of  thought  and 
ftyle  which  will  run  through  all  the  com- 
pofitions  of  an  Author  who  is  not  copying 
others,  but  writing  from  his  own  rcfledtions; 
and  partly,  from  the  coincidence  of  fome 
general  topicks  and  allufions  which  recur 
frequently  in  ferious  difcourfes  of  the  prac- 
tical kind.  Where  any  in  fiances  of  this 
1 1  nature 
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nature  prefented  themfelves  to  my  me- 
mory, I  found,  that  without  altering  the 
ftrain  of  the  Sermon,  I  could  not  altogether 
fupprefs  and  omit  them  ;  and  as  it  is  not 
often  they  occur,  I  did  not  think  it  req^uifite 
that  they  fhould  be  omitted.  If  the  fenti- 
ment,  where  firft  introduced,  was  in  any 
degree  ufeful  or  important,  the  renewal  of 
it,  when  brought  forth  under  fome  different 
form,  enlarged  perhaps,  or  abridged,  or 
placed; rift ri connexion  with  fome  other 
topick,  may  be  thought  to  ftrengthen  and 

confirm    the    impreflion    of   it. With 

regard  to  errors  or  inaccuracies  of  any  other 
kind,  the  Author  muft  truft  to  the  indul- 
gence of  the  candid  Reader. 

iq.  .<  .J iiJ       j^uGH  BLAIR. 
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SERMON     I. 

Oil  Hopes  and  Disappointments. 


Proverbs,  x.  2§, 


The  hope  of  the  Righteous  Jhall  he  gladnefs  ; 
but  the  eicpeSlation  of  the  Wicked  JIo all 
perif). 

W^k^^TTACnMEKV  to  futurity  has  SERM, 
^  A  ^  a  remarkable  influence  on  the  .  ^* 
k,^^ji(  operations  of  the  human  mind. 
The  prefent,  whatever  it  be,  feldom.en^ 
gages  our  attention  fo  much  as  what  is  to 
come.  Remembrance  of  the  paft  may 
fometimes  occupy  our  thoughts*;  but  what 
for  the  moft  part  fills  them,  is  the  antici- 
pation of  the  future.  The  prefent  is  apt 
to  be  confidered  as  an  evanefcent  fcene,  juft 
Vol.  V.    .  B  about 


2  On  Hapcs  and  .Dif appointments. 

SERM.  about  to  pafs  away;  and  in  the  midft  o£ 
v..,..^!,.^   wifhes  and  defires,    of  hopes   and    fears 
which  all  refpeft  futurity,  we  may  be  faid 
to  dwell.     As  on  thefe  the  life  of  man  is 
fo  much  ftifpended,  it  becomes  a  very  ma- 
terial part  both  of  wifdom  and  of  duty  to 
atte.nd  to  $.ny  regulations  by  which  they 
may  be  properly  conducted.  J^ For  if  ex- 
pedtations   and  hopes  on  one  hand,    and 
fears  and  alarms  on  ^he  other,  are  fuffered 
to  arife  with  groundlefs  precipitancy,  and 
to  acquire  an  undue  afcendant,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  they  will  produce  much  delufion 
in;  condu^,  and  often  will  engender  mucb. 
vice  and  guijt.     As  there  is  a  hope  of  the 
Righteous  which  Jhall  be  gladuefs,  fo  there 
is  an  expe&ation  of  the  Wicked  which  Jhall 
perljh:   'The  anticipations  of  the  former^ 
_^^'        conducfled  by  prudence  and'  regulated  by 
piety,  miflead' him  not  feom  his  duty,  and 
afford  him  fatisfadion-  in  the  end*     While 
the  expedations  of  the  latter,  arifing  from- 
fentaflic  imaginary  prbl^edts,  delude  him 
for  a  while  with  vanity,  and  terminate  in 
xnifery.     It  will  therefore  be  an  ufeful  fub- 
jed  of  meditation,    to  tonfider,  in  a  few 
inftances,  of  what  we  may,  and  of  what  we 

7  may 
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fnay  not,  reafonablj  expert  from  the.  world  SERM. 
when  we  look   forward  to  what  is  jij oft.   .  _^*_ 
likely  to  happe%  ir^  ,|^xe.  or4iii^j,  ^1^^"^!^^  of 

human  a^i:r^:-;ji3%^^;i^ '^j^  ^j^  ...:|iV., . 

.  L/-]^£},are  not- tp,  expeci  the  uaiater* 
rupted  '  continuance  -of  any  .meafure  of 
health,  profperity,  or  comfort  whicji  we 
now  enjoy^  There  is.  the  greater  reafon 
for  beginning  with  this  admonition,  as  there 
isaftrong  pmpeniity  in  human  nature  to 
imagine  that  what  we  at  prefent  pofTefs 
is  always  to  remain.  When  no  warningg 
of  any  approaching  change  appear,  we  are 
all  inclined  to  look  forward  to  futurity 
with  a  fmile  ;  and  to  indulge  the  hope  that 
to-rmorrow  fiall  be  as  this  day  and  evea 
imre  a^ufidantly.  Hencei  in  the  lives  of 
thoughtlefs  men,  -there  breaks  forth  fo  much 
folly  and  prefumption,  fo  much  pride  and 
levity,  and  often  fo  much  impiety  and  con- 
tempt of  religion,  7l^tf/ix  the  Almighty  that 
we  Jhould  fer^e  bimt.  -  Or  what  profit  Jh all ^^ 
we  have^  if/we-pray.-^nfa^  himt  Ow  tnoun- 
tain  Jiandsjlrong  y  andjballne'uerbe  moved, 

.  On  the  lot  of  fome  men  Providence  is 

ple^fed  to  beftow  a  longer  continuance  of 

B  2  profperity 
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profperity  than  on  that  of  others.  But 
as  the  term  of  that  continuance  is  hidden 
from  us,  ^U  flattering  and  confid^ijit  ex- 
pedations  .are;' 'without  foundatio^.^  ^  At 
one  period  or  another,  it  is  certain  tfiat-jl\e 
calm  is  to  be  troubled,  and  the  da&k  cloud 
is  to  arifej  and  how  foon  that  period  is  to 
come,  you  cannot  tell.  In  your  health,  or 
your  fortune,  or  among  your  ,^.pnn«xions 
an<l  friends,  be.  alTured  that  |bn[>,er  trial 
awaits  you.  For  human  life  ncyer  flands 
ftill  for  any  long  time.  It  is,  |)y  no  means 
a  fixed  and  Heady  obje<^,  like  the  mountain 
or  the  rock  which  you  always  find  in  the 
fame  fituation ;  it  is  a  river  continually 
moving  and  flowing.^  Neither  is  it  the  flill 
and  fmooth  flreain  \vj?jich  glides  along  with 
the  fame  conflant  tmO|r^ ;  but.ariver  which 
for  a  time  may,  hold,  a.  regular  courfe 
within  its  banks,  till,  l^ejng  interrupted  by 
rocks,  it  fo^ms  ij.itp^,a  .torrent,  or,  fwoln  by 
foreign  curreti^  ^^J^p.^^^^^^  the  n^^^ 
bouring  plain^.^  \^i4ftiLfec|v,  Tiiplfruudes 
of  time  and  lifi^^  iS^jl^i^^/!-  ^"yP^'e  to 
reckon  upon  the  future  ? — To  faults,  all  are 
fubjed ;  to  troubles,  all  are  expofed.  As 
that  man  is  the  mod  virtuous  who  can  be 

charged 
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charged  with  the  feweft  faults,  fo  that  life  SERWT. 
is  the   happieft   which  fufFers  the   feweH  s^^,^.,.^ 
tfbubles.     To  look  for  entire    exemption 
from  them  is  to  court  difappointmdnt, 
^' At  the  fame  tim&,  I  do  not  mean  to  hold 
It  forth  as  any  precept  of  religion  or  wif- 
dbm,  that  we  , ought  always  to  fadden  the 
prefent  hour  by  dwelling  on  the  thoughts 
of  future  difappointment.     What  is  given 
us,  let  us  cheerfully  enjoy, and  render  thanks 
to   Him   who   beftoxvs   it.     Virtue,    corr- 
joined  with  f prudence,  may  reafonably  af- 
ford the  profped  of  good  days  ta  fcomk 
For  God  givetb  to  a  mdn  that  is  good  '171  his 
fight  ^  wifdoiriy  and  knowledge  iy  and  joy  *.  Such 
a  profped:  therefore  he  may  innocently  in- 
dulge,  if  he  preferve  always  that  tempe- 
rance and  moderation,  that  modefty  and 
humility,  which  become  one  who  knows 
that  his  ftate  is  evet  in  hazard  of  changing. 
But  I  mean  to>  Warn  thofe   who,    giving 
way  to  the  elation  of  giddy  hopes,  lofe  the 
command  of  themfelves,  that  by  this  in^ 
toxication  of  mind  they  are  preparing  the 
wa^  iorjian  alteratibh  of  ftate  j    they  ara 


6  Oft  'H6pes  and  I)ifappmntments, 

SERM,  pufliing  forward  the  wheels  of  advancing- 
change ;-  they  are  accelerating  their  own 
downfall*  To  them  belongs  that  admoni- 
tion of  the  wife  man,  would  theyrferiouflf 
liften  to  it '-,  If  a  man  I'tve  many  years  and 
rejcdccin  than  all,  yet  let  bim  remember  the 
days.afdarknefs,  for  they  fiall  be  many' 
all  that  Cometh  is  vanlty^vmt  b^nigsm;  ha- 
.)ijj?i,ir  .;.  5;  !■->  Alia  ■j.JJi'GX 'vfrarry  \\i\ozru. 

II,  WiE-are  oot  to  espe8^  from  ouriin- 
tercour/e  with  others,  all  that  fatisfiEbdion 
^hiQh  we  fondly  wiihi  j What i the, indi- 
vidual either  enjoys  or  fuffer§  by  himfelf, 
exhibits  only  ,aa:  imperfect  view  of  his 
condition.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  human 
affairs,  we  are  all  fo  clofely  interwoven 
with  one  another,  that  a  very  material  part 
of  our  happinefe  or  jnifcFy  arifes  freym  the 
connexions  which  we  h«iye  with  thofe  who 
are  around  us,  and  the  relations  in  which 
we  ftand  to  them.  Thefe,  therefore,  operi 
a  field  within  which  our  wiihes  and  expec- 
tations find  an  ample  rapge.  One  of  the 
firft  objedls  of  wifh  to  every  one,  is  to  main- 
taja  a.  proper  place  arid  rank  in  fociety ; 


llpt 


On  J^pes  and  DifhpfoifiimtnU*  7'' 

not  :tt)  fall  behind  his   equals;  but  rather  j  SERM; 
if  he  can,  to  furpafs  thena^  fo  as  to  <:ora-   ,_^ 
mand  confideration  and  refpe<3:  frotn  his 
neighbours,    i  This,  among  the   vain   and 
ambitious,    is   always   the   favourite    aimj 
With  them  it  arifes  to  immoderate  expeda- 
tions'i^v  founded    on    their   fuppofed   talen€«' 
and  imagined  merits.     B ut>  perhaps, -iifi  the 
hearts  of  all  men,  fome  wifli  of  this  nature 
lurks  ;  fiSftid  ^i^  riot  to  be  overlooked  in 
the  crowd,  ^4)iut  to  attain  that  degree  of 
diftindlion  which  they  conceive  they  migtet 
reafbnably^  claims"   ''^o  «vora3  a-rfii^    rob^vi 
•  'With  refpedt  to  claims  of  this  fott  it  is 
tb  be  apprehended  that,  among  perfonsdf 
all  characters   and    defcriptions,  many  ati 
expe&ation  ?JiuJi  perijl?^  and  many  a  d  ifap- 
pointment   be    endured.     For  fuch  is  the 
power   which    the    fophiflry   of   felf-love 
exercifes  over  iis,    that  almofl  every  one 
may  be  afTured   that  he   mealufes  hlmfelf 
by    a   deceitful   fcale  5    that  he  placefe  the 
point  of  his  own  merit  at  a  higher  degree 
than  others  will  admit  that  it  reached.  '  Ail 
•are  jealous  of  the  \i\^\  pr^ttenfions  of  other's. 
He  who  fufpe<^s  a  rival  in  his  neighbour, 
will  ftudy  every  method  of  bringing' hin*i 
'•^^  •"••'-'  B  4  down 
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SERM.  down  to  what  he  takes  to  be  his  propert 
level ;  nay,  often  of  depreciating  him  be-: 
low  it.  Hence  the  endlefs  mortificationa. 
which  the  vain  and  felf- conceited  fufFer.' 
Hence  the  fpleen  and  refentment  which  is 
fo  often  breaking  forth,  difturbing  the  peace 
of  fociety,  and  involving  it  in  crimes  and 
miferies*  •  'Were  expedations  more  mo-* 
derate,  they  would  be  more  favourably  jre*« 
ceived.  Did  we  more  rarely  attempt  to 
pufh  ourfelves  into  notice,  the  world  would 
more  readily  allow  us,  nay  fometimes  affift 
us,  to  come  forward.  Were  we  content 
fometimes  to  remain  in  the  fhade,  we 
would  with  more  advantage  come  forth 
into  funfhine,  and  find  the  brightnefs  in? 
.  terrupted  by  fewer  clouds.  '^':7>-^"^^ 

•ii<In  the  clofer  connexions  which  men 
form  of  intimate  friendship  and  domeftic 
life,  there  is  ftill  more  reafon  for  due  mo' 
deration  in  our  expedations  and  hopes. 
For  the  nearer  that  men  approach  to  each 
ether,  the  more  numerous  the  points  of 
contact  are  in  which  they  touch,  the  greater 
indeed  will  be  the  pleafure  of  perfeO:  fym- 
phony  and  agreements  of  feelings  ;  but,  zX. 
the  fame  time,  if  any  harih  and  repulfiye 

fenfatioti^ 
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fenfations  take  place,  the  more  grating  and 
pungent  will  be  the  pain. — If  you  look  for 
a  friend,  or  a  partner  of  your  life,  in  whofe 
temper  there  is  not  to  be  found  the  leaft 
inequality,  who  upon  no  occafion  is  to  be 
hurt  or  oftendcd  by  any  frailties  you  dif- 
cover^  .whofe  feelings  are  to.  harmonize  ia 
every  trifle  with  yours,  whofe  countenance 
is  always  to  reflect  the  image  of  your  owni 
you  look  for  a  pleafmg  phantom,  which  >$ 
never,  or,  at  moft,  veryxarely,  to  b£L found  j 
and  ifdifappointment  four  your  min<i,  yott 
have  your  own  folly  to  blame.  You  ought 
to  have  confidered  that  you  live  in  a  Tci 
'gion  of  human  infirmity,  where  evdry 
one  has  Imperfedlions  and  failings:  You 
aiTuredly  have  your  own.  What  reafon  had 
you  to  imagine,  that  ■  the  perfon  whom 
you  love  and  efteem  wasfi  to  be  the  only 
exception  from  the  common  fate  ?  Hem; 
if  any  where,  it  b^e^nxes  you  to  overlook 
and  forbear ;  and  nei(?tr,to  alk>w  f mall:  fail- 
ings to  dwell  on  your  attention  fo,  much:  as 
tord'eface  thsj  ;whi)l9 /.^f  an :  amiaWife,  phay 
raiQEfet*-  *Fi?piii)  cttii^aigj  m^¥^n4^v^ikm\^tf^ 
arifing  ;froni;^theorajoft  r^fcivi^lQUSi:,  ^aruft^ 
ijprings-much  c(f 'the  -mif<iry;  ofiifocjail  mi 
''?;;..-;?>!    "■  domeftic 


io  On  Hopes  and  Dlfappointme fits, 

SERM.  domeftic  life.  Hence  is  blafted  many  a 
pleafmg  bloflbm  of  hope ;  and  many  an 
eoepe&atiofi^  which  once  promifed  unbroken 
harmony,  ^'^^  Itil  teperi/b,  •  1  fliali  tpnly 
mention,    if-rtrj'jy'i    ^iiru.:\    ^i;   h'^ii'^hliiK:- 

III.  Another  inftance  of  what  we  are 
not  to  expert  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
hilman  affairs ;  that  is,  conilant  gratitude 
from  tbofe  whom  we  have  moft  obliged 
and  ferved*  I  am  far  from  faying  that 
gratitude  is  an  unknown^^or  even  a  rare 
virtue  among  m^ankind  ;  I:  think  not  fo 
UliC^  human  nature.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is-  my  belief,  that  grateful  fenfations  for 
favours  received  are  very  generally  felt;  and, 
•when  no  ftrong  pafTion  counteracts  thofe 
fenfations,  that  fateful  returns  are  gene- 
Tally  intended,  and  often  are  actually  made. 
But  then,  our  expedations.  of  proper  re- 
turns mull  be  kept  within  moderate 
bounds.  We  muft  not  carry  them  fo  far 
as  to  imagine,  that  gratitude  is  to  produce 
unlimited  compliance  with  every  defire 
.*TR':hich  we  choofe  to  indulge  ;  or  that  they 
whom  we  have  obliged  will  altogether  de- 
fert  their  own  interjeft  feir  the  fake  of  their 

bencfadors. 
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benefadors.     Many  circumftances,  it  is  to   SERM. 
be  remembered,  tend  to  coor  the  grateful    ,^^J^ 
emotion.      Time  silvvays  deadens  the  me- 
mory  of  benefits.      Sometimes   they  are 
confidered   as   having    been    fully    recom- 
penfed,  and  the  debt   of  gratitude   repaid. 
As  benefits  conferred  are  often  under-rated 
by  thofe  who  receive   them,   fo   they  are 
fometimes  over-valued  by  thofe  who  confer 
them.     On  perfons  of  light   and  carelefs 
miiids,  no  moral  Sentiment  makes  any  deep 
impreffion  ;   with  fuch,  the  remembrance 
of  both  benefit  and  benefador  is  apt  to 
pafs  fpeedily  aw^ay.     With  the  proud  fpirit, 
which  claims  every  thing  as  its  due,  grati- 
tude is  in   a  great  meafure   incompatible. 
From  perfons  of  this  charader,  we  are  never 
to  exped  it ;  and  indeed  from  perfons  of 
any  charader  we  are  not   to  be  furprifed, 
if,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  world,  it  rifes 
not  fo  high -as  we  thought  we  had  reafon  to 
hope.  ^  ^'''^''  ^J^^'- 

':  Having  thus  ihewn  in  fome  material 
inftances  what  we  have  no  reafon  to  exped: 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  hunian  affairs,  I 
turn  next  to  the  brighter  fide  of  the  fub- 

jed, 
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SERM.  jed,  and  fhaU  fhow  what  a  wife  and  good 
man  may  reafonably  expe£t  from  human 
life.  His  hope  JId all  be  gladneCsy  thou^H 
the  exieSiatim ^f, fools  /ball pertJB. ' ,*'    "\  / 

-i I.  Wh  at e:ve?r  *courfe  the  affa'ff s^  oP"^ 
world  take,  he  may  juftly  hope  to  ^iijo^ 
peace  of  mind.  I  am  fenfible  that  by  the 
fceptic  and  the  profligate,  this  will  be  held 
a^  m  very  inconfiderable  obje'iSt  o£cxpeQ:a4 
ifibn^br  hope.  To  them  eveJty  tihjoyment 
"Vi/iiicilx  is  of  mental  and  intellectual  nature 
appears  of  fmall  value.  Give  them  af- 
fluent fortune  and  flourifhing  health,  and 
they  account  themfelves  fure  of  felicityi 
But  to  thefe  very  perfons  I  appeal,  whe- 
ther there  have  not  been  many  occafions^ 
whcfi  the  want  of  a  peaceful  and  felf-ap* 
proving  mind  has  nbt  blafted  all  the  en- 
joyments they  poiTefled  ?  In  the  mid  ft  of 
the  pomp  and  luxuries  of  life,  have  they 
never  experienced  the  pang«  6f  a^<??/W(?^ 
fpir'it  f  Have  they  n^v^r  fe'lt  what  it  ^a^ 
t&  be  tormented  byff He' ^^nf6'«(fpa(l'fonfe)?i 
and  to  be  flung  with  the  reproaches  of  ari 
angry  confcience  ?  Dare  they  fay,  that  in 
the  mid  ft,  of  thofe  feel iogs  they  were  happy  X 
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Will  they  not  be  conftrained  toown,  that 
in  fuch  moments  of  iaiward  pain,  they 
would  willingly  have  exchanged  conditions 
with  an  innocent  peafant  ?  Let  them  then 
leajT^.^the  value  of  that  objed  of  hope 
w^ich  they  afFed:  to  contemn,  by  recol- 
ledi^g  what  they  have  fufFered  from  the 
want,  pf  it,— Affliredly,  the  peace  of  an 
apprpv^g^jCp/ifpience  is  one  of  the  chief 
ingredients  of  human  happinefs ;  on^  qf 
the  mod:  grateful  of  all  fenfations  to  the 
heart  of  man  :  provided  always  that  this 
felf-approbation  reft  upon  proper  grounds  ,5 
that  it  be  tempered  with  due  humility,  and 
regulated  by  Chriftian  faith  ;  that,  it  never 
£w ell  into  an  arrogant  opinion  of  our  vir- 
tue, or  into  canfidcuce  in  our  own  m^rit$, 
as  if  they  were  fullBcient,  without  any 
higher  inteyyefiUon^^tp,  jjsnder  u&  acceptable 
;o^  God.  .  ..;i;i  ^0  8:vn'!z"i  '  :-  ■'■■■:  -x 
\  He,  whofeiftudy,it,,i3  to  preferve  a  con- 
fcience  yQi4  9ff  tollisn^e  towards  God  and 
manj.wliiQ^po^jgll  principles  can  be  fatif-t 
fied  that  he  iswfaljsy^ng  in  the  path  which 
was  appointed  by  God,  will  have,  in  every 
ftate  of  fortune,  a  ground  of  hope  which 
may  juftly  be  denominated  gladnefs ;  for 
I  peace 
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peace  of  mind  will  not  forfake  him.  Let 
the  world  vibrate  around  him- as  it  will, 
and  repeat  all!  its  ylclffitudes,  h^«^iU.  not 
be  fhaken  by  them*  He  has  alwayScifQitie*- 
what  to  reft  upon  for  comfort.  Wfapped 
up  in  his  own  integrity,  he  remains  found 
and  entire  within  himfelf;^  and  with  a 
firm  mind  awaits  the  coming  iftorna..-j^<? 
i^^et 'afraid  of  tv,H  tidings  ;i'f9n^his  Mmf 
y-^fimd-itr^fiitigin  the  Lppdif*,  \^  he  e^it 
look  up  ta  a  Supreme  Power  with  good 
hope^  fo  be  can  look  every  maoin  the  face 
without  uneafinefs,  when  he  is  confcious 
that  no  man  can  reproach  him  with  having 
entrenched  upon  his  neighbour's  rights,- or 
having  caufelefsly  provoked  and  attacked 
him.  Hence,  a  cahn  mind  by  day,  and 
imdifturbed  {lumbers  by  night.  Hence, 
the  hope  of  that  continued  proted;ion  of 
Heaven  which  watches  over  the  righteous. 
In  the  time  of  trouble  He  fball  bide  me  in 
his  pavilion  ;  in  the  fecret  of  Ijis  tabernacle 
fjjall  be  hide  me;  He /ball  fet  me  upt^n  a 
rock  f .  Befides  this  expedation  of  internal 
peace,       ■     ;^;^  ^jmoi  ci   .-.^z.    •^;.l.   in^Dirl 

•  J*£alm  cxii*  7.  ^ "  f  Pfalm  xlvii.  5. 

ir.A 
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II.  A  GOOD  man  has  ground  to  expe£l 
that  any  external  eondaion  into  which,  in. 
the  courfe  of  human  affairs,  he  may  pafsj 
fliall,  by  means  ^f-  virtue  and  -wifdom,  be 
rendered^  if  ' not 'perfe(9:ly  agreeable,  yet 
tolerably  eafy  to  him.  That  diftreffes  of 
varioiisf  kinds  are  fcattered  through  the  life 
of  every  mortal  man,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  But  it  is^  alfo  to  be  reraembered^ 
that  to  many  diftreffes  there  are  remedies 
which  It  is  ifl  dtfr  |>ower  to  apply ;  and 
t-hat  with  '  all- forrows  feme  comforts  are' 
mixed.  So  many  loud  complaints  We  have 
of  the  inequalities  of  fortune  in  the  world, 
that  one  would  imagine  the  rich  and  the 
great  to  be  the  only  perfons  who  had  the 
privilege  of  being  happy ;  and  that  the 
mean  and  the  pooof  were  doomed,  without 
exception,  to  be  miferable.  Be  affured, 
my  friends,  that  the  inequality  of  real 
happinefs  is  not  to  be  raeafured  by  the 
inequality  of  outward  eftate.  When  you 
fee  the  peafant  cheerfuF  in  his  cottage,  aptJ 
the  labourer  fingmg.  in  the  fields,  you  illay' 
difcern  that  there  is  fome  power  in  -tfee^ 
mind  fuperior  to  external  condition  j  that 
more  depends  on  the  man  himfclf,  than 

on 
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on  the  fituation  in  which  the  world  has 
placed  him.  Would  you  eftimate  juftly 
the  fuin  of  happinefs  that  he  enjoys,  ol* 
the  degree  of  unhappinefs  that  he  feels  \ 
The  queflions  you  are  to  put,  if  the  man 
be  in  profperity,  are  not)  How  much 
wealth  does  fuch  a  man  poflefs  ?  but,  How 
does  he  enjoy  it?  If  he  be  in  adverfity, 
not,  What  is  his  diftrefs  ?  butj,How  does  he 
bear  itf;-"'^''"' •"■  *';'*■■''   * 

Hence  arifes  the  hope  to  a  wife  and  good 
man  of  either  finding,  or  making  his  ftate 
tolerably  to  himfelf.  If  he  be  not  wanting 
to  himfelf,  he  is  never  left  without  re- 
fources  to  aflift  thofe  exertions  which  he 
ipakes  in  his  own  behalf.  Rofes  indeed 
are  not  always  ftrewed  in  his  path ;  but 
from  fields  that  are  feemingly  wafte,  flowers 
may  be  gathered  by  ^hofe  who  look  care- 
fully around  them.  Seldom  or  never  do 
all  good  things  forfake,  and  all  evils  befet 
a  man,  at  once.  In  fome  corner  of  our 
lot  there  are  alwavs  comforts  that  may  be 
found,  if  we  be  not  fo  foolifh  as  to  over- 
look them.  Even  in  the  intervals  of  fick- 
nefs  and  pain,  fatisfadlions  may  be  enjoyed. 
Returns  of  relief  are  often  felt  with  a  more 

lively 
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lively  fenfation  of  pleafure,  than  what  we  SERM. 
tafte  in  unbroken  health.  It  has  been  often  .  }'_ 
obferved  that  what  is  very  feveris  pg^i^y 
kind,  feldom  lads  long ;  and  the  uneafinefs 
which  lafts,  we  become  accuftome^  to  bear^ 
Time  and  continuance  reconcile  us  gra-: 
dually  tp  many  things  that  were  at  firfl; 
believed  to  be  infupportable.  Providence 
has  in  mercy  provided  this  gentle  opiate 
to  affuage  various  forrows  of  human  life. 
What  we  behold  others  around  us  bearings 
^e  learn  to  think  may  alfo  be  borne  by  us. 
iTbe  fpirit  of  man  will  long  fujlain  his  in^ 
Jirmities,  From  the  treafures  of  his  own 
mind  in  refle<flion  a'nd  meditation,  much 
relief  will  arife  to  the  virtuous ;  and  at  the 
bottom  of  the  mofl  difconfolate  eftate,  ther« 
lies  always  a  fecret  hope  that  better  days 
may  come. — From  fuch  circumftances  as 
thefe  the  expedation  of  pafling  through  life 
With  fome  meafure  df  comfort,  may  rea- 
fonably  be  entertaihe'4' "fey  fuch  as  are  not 
wanting  to  themfelves  in  propriety  of 
eondudt.  In  looking  forward  to  futurity, 
the  profpedt  we  are  to  take  of  the  world 
is  not  that  which  is  fomecimes  gloomily 
indulged,  of  a  forlorn  region  where  nothing 
Vox..  V.      *  C  is 
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S^RM.  is  to  be  beheld  but  dreary  and  inhofpitabic 
waftes,  and  no  objeds  are  to  be  met  with 
but  ferpents  that  hifs,  and  wild  beafts  ih^f 
devour.  The  profpeQ:  is  rather  that  of  a 
mixed  region,  where  indeed  rugged  rocket 
are  feen,  and  deferts  extend,  over  which^ 
the  tempeft  fometimes  fcowls ;  but  where 
a|fo  many  peaceful  habitations  and  fruitful 
fields  occur  to  refrefh  the  ^^IfH 77  Pftggi 
"B9^^t  3vi3!>fioD  \'^ih  riQir{^77  jBaijikup  \o  noii 

^lo  ine/m^hui  orf?  nl  s:>fu.Jioqmi  loh'jaui  '\[> 
111.  We  nave  ground  to  expe^i  frojjf^^ 

the  ordinary  courfe  of  human  affairs,  that 

if  we  p^rfevere  in  ftudying  to  do  our  du^y 

towards  God  and  man,  we  fhall  meet  witl]t 

the  efteem,  the  love,  and  confidence  of  thofe 

who  are  around  us.    I  before  obferved  that 

in  our  expe<^ations  of  receiving  what  we 

thmic  Hue  rpfp^a  ahd.'^confideration  from 

tEe,'  .'world,  vre "  ft^l  pd^often  ^  difappointed. 

But   that   obiervation  was  applied  to  the 

claims  we  make  on  others,  on  account  pf 

talents,  abilities,  and  fuperior  merits.     To 

fuch  claims  the  world  is  feldom  difpofed 

an}itJft  nyils  ;^^^igg^titprs  wj^pfe  ielf^^ 
eftimation  prompts  them. ^o,  depreciate  us. 


a 
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tificatiori.     The  cafe 'ts  ^ifferenYvvitl^'yer     '  "^ 

world  is  '  vt^^t^mWL)^Mi&, to ■  M^^ 

fof ' b^  h¥^i^ng  liis'  heigfibDur '  efteemed  '^^' 
w6rtlify  land  honourable  man.  This  praile," 
Wrt'^  b'^  'Mftowed,  withoiJc^-'g?8dging,  by, 
many  whO">siluc  themfelves  bn  the  pofFe'f^" 
fion  of  qualities,  which  they  conceive  t6'S6^ 
of  fuperior  importance  in  the  judgment;  of 
the  world.  '^ .  -  '    . 

But  ^vhatever  they  mS^'^fii'nfi.'V^f 'JejJ'^ 
taiTi  that  the  balls  of  all  lading  repu^auon^ 
is  laid  in  moral  worth.     Great  parf^and 
endowments  may  foar^le'  fer^'while  in  im 
public  eye.      I  he  world  looks  up  to  them 
with  woncier,  as  to  an,  extraordinary  comet, 
or  a  blazing  iiar.  ^^piitinguillied  virtue  and 
worth  create'  lefs^aftonimment ;  but,  lilce, 
the  fixed  luminaries  or  neaven,  "they  fhinc 

with   more  ixeauy  and.  permanent   lultre;^^ 

TT  ^  rr-  n.    1     •   /  '     vQui  .bn;;  ,?v'j::.:  i . .  itii'^nJ 
UnanedlcQ  piety  conjoined  wuh  inviolaple. 

upnghtneis  and  integrity  in  conaucr,  com- 
mand a  degree  of  refped;  which 'approac8:es 
to  veneration.     Candour  and  rairneis  nevei: 
fail  to  attract  efteenii  and  truft.     Kindfiefs^ 
''''''  Ci  and 
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Snd  benevolence  conciliate  lOve,  ana  creare 

warm  friend fhips. — -The  beft  charader  may 

indeed    for   a   time    be    accidentally    oB- 

fcurcd  and  mifunderftood.     'fem^ttie  -^Dtld 

,;Opnif^0nIy  judges  ioundly  in  ^tne  Ime. 

Altera  man  has  actea  his  part  fpr  g^  wnilfc 

lunons:  his   fellows,  he  is. known    upon 
-.11.        V     ;-,\/=^J2oi  .a:Uv^^83i.iuL);,f^, 
trial  to  be  what  he  is ;  JUia  it  nis  worth 

be  real  and  genuine,  bis  ngbfedmnefs^comes 

forth  as  thetiffht^  andhts'juds-ment\as'(h€ 

f,^ound  to  look  for,  even  m^ eyil. times  : 

fj^d  furely,  there  are  few  things  wnica  he 

.can  more  dcfire  than  the  profped  of  being 

valued  and  efteemed  by  thofe  among  whom 

he  lives.      This   counterbalances    many-'  a 

:difadvantage  of  otitward  fortune,  and  puts 

tiato  his  hand  many  opportunities  of  fa- 

.  ;llisfa£tion  and  comfort.      He  is   likely^^-  to 

poffefs  many  friends  and  well-wifhers,  and 

,   to  have  few  enemies.      The  more   he.  is 

known,  the  more  will  the  favour  of  thofe 

.    who  furround  him  grow  ;  and  the  profpedt 

.18   before  him  of   having  \\i%  hoary  head 

.  crowned  with  honGux)£yro ,:\ 

Thus, 


^,   T;H,|^s,  ifiXever^  inftances,  I^  SERM. 

f  xpe<^ed ,  j^om  t|ie^  wp^l3^  whei;^ '  we'  pbk 
^forward  tp^the  ^rdinary' cpurft'  of  "ii'uman 

jaffairs  '^^  Not  an.^  uninterrupted  eiijoyment 
jof  aU  Jtl^e   comforts  ^of'-^prbf^^^^  not 

undirturbed  fatisfa(5IonirrQur  various  in- 

ttetcourfes  with  foqidtyj  /not' "grateful  i*e- 

^;|i^rns^   from    all    whom,  we   txave; obliged 

we  keep  "^a  ^ood*  cbiifcierice  '  arid '^ft'iidy 
^;to.do  our  duty,  is  peace   of  mind ;  a  tp- 

jeraf^ly  eafy  and  comfQrtaJ)le  ftate,  amidft 
'Ji^  vi^iffitudes'of^ife^  an^'th^^  fif^^d 


ilE  jpreleiit^ fiiBfe<9^-^as 'lecl  me vtJ3^<:bn- 

on|yHivf!M'gH[fie<''t^t^OUS^  mat  hJf&:to 

^■^libj^^^ibr  iliuhe-^^&tory^:  courfei.:af  :the 

■^l  lt(^-has  Wc^CTiim-s^iOh'^^ 

(^^t'hope^  thaf3  ^f  ^tMdi-t:havg  .ysioni^n- 

^^iltea  i^'a[5Tloper^^^iS^:^^ri^s:'ii;btPrf^ 

*  ttie  vlS^'^in^'^  §#uffe^oiohi'KMnt5^^tfs,  but 

from    an    extraordit^iy  iiiterpofnion ".  of 

1^        .  C  3  divine 
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s£rm.   divine   graee  and   mercy  conveyed  to  us 
by  the  gofpel  ;•  even   the  -hof't    which   is 

'laid  ttf^msfmmdvM^^i'iMtt^  ex- 

pedlatioh  off  a^'bett^r  lifer  ^^^a'  higher  anid 

•better  world.     Put  the  cafe  of  the  fetvi^t 

■of  God  being,  overwhelmed  with  all   the 

difappointments  which  the  world  can  bring 

*  ^pon-  him,  here  Is  an  expectation  vi^hich  will 
J- be  aKv^ys  gladnefs ;  with  which  he  can 
^^perpetually  folace  himfelf.      Through  the 

'i>refent  ftate  of  exiftence  he  is  no   more 

-'^than  a  paflenger.     If  he  can  render  it  in 

'any  degree  tolerable  and  eafy  to  himfelf, 

^ifi^^ellY'it  is  all  that  he  expects/    His 

■^KoTU^J'^his'' place' of  reft  is  in  thofe  habi- 

''^ations  to  which,  through  the  merits  of  his 

Redeemer,  he  is  taught  and  encouraged  to 

afpire.     He  knows  that   in  due  feafon  he 

JJjatl  reap  if  he  faint  ?wt  *.       That  when 

ih^tarthfy  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  is  diffolved 

he  fhall  have  a  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not 

wade  ivith  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens  f  ; 

-^for  to  them   ivho,  by  patient  continuance  in 

-  well-doing,  feck  for  glory,  honour,  and  im- 

•  mortality^   God   will   render    eternal  HfeX* 

*iv'  *  .'Qalat;.  vl.  g.      f  2  Cprlntb.  r,;  i. .     J.  Rom.  ii-  2- 

cnfv"'!/  'i  Hence, 
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Hence,  whether  you  confider  him  in  this  SERM, 
life,  or  confider  him  as  looking  forward  to   ■_J^l-,^ 
another,  ihis    hope^  is,  perpetufl  <§"/^«^, 
while  the  expeBations  ofyf^e^  yt^cJi^,  Jhafl 

t^Kilk^i  jiij  lo  3Ud  piij  ijj*^f  .bhow  i^jj^d 
jfh  lU  /Ijrw  hq>ni-l3i^wi3vo  /^ntDfl  f)oO  "lo 
;^nnd  n^-^  bhowsrij  rfoiriv/  ?Jn3fDmroqqf5}ib 
Uiv/  rioiflw  vun^^^W'i^-A'i  n£  el  s'lsd  ,mirf  noqu 

^G3  3d   doidw  djiw" ;  T\i\^\5A^i'^^  sd 

•)ri3  dguoidT  .Iblmid  3D/Jo'1  ^'I^^uJaqiDq 
^loui  on  *8i  3d-3prfl3fiix3  "io  stfift  inslgiq 
ni  ji  Tobnai  n£D  sri  "il  .isgrt^tieq  b  ncdj 
e^ls^^raid,  oj; /.^(lB^  bj§^  'sldjiialodt  33;i3;>b  vns 
3fH     .Ri?;3qz3  3d  Jfidi^  ilfi  ?A  ii  :  H3v/  of  n 

rdfid  6ioib  ni  31  fioi  "io  aoslq  aid  ^smod 
'ti{\^\Q'l^^h^ rri  ^^sdi  d^^tjidl  ^doidv/ _  otf  ^Tiohpt 

;  1  :ic:-n->'i  -^'V;--  -^'r     ■-■'■■  •     -    ■  ' 

C4. 


l^ 


-301  lo  ngi3i3¥Oo  B  ,3Dorn  nwo  eid  i5itr>  ,rio^ 
"*}Bff>    ^aavisldo  fJimfBH   sriT — .olnsvInU 

doirfw  flliw  ,T9V3worl  ^zs'illoi  odi  gnomA 
3no  81  ei/ij  f^ijg^s^i^iff  ^g^T  ntmu/f  orb 
03  bsmsal  t^'J^c  ^o  sliuoa  srfj  ni  ,rfDif{w 

^\£b  livo  b:.  Being,  '"^  "^^^  bsvislai 
fi  ',rfnj53  Sffi  'io  ffoi§3i  snoni  .isbrta^ri*  d^ 
SERM.  WipftEkM^is "  n othi ng  which  all  natnrc 
J[i^  rrmsiijnore  loudly  proclaims,  than  that  forne 
S^feme  Being  has  framed  and  rules  this 
%iWerr^.  Day  utkrtth  fpeecb  of  it  to-day ^ 
■hid  night fieweth  knowledge  of  it  to-night. 
Our  birth  and  eur  Kfe,  our  fenfations  and 
our  actions,  the  objeds  which  we  behold, 
.aOT^rthe  pleafures  which  we  enjoy,  all  con- 
'  ^^f^  to  telliff  that  foine  wonderful  intelli- 
■^tutt  has  difpofed  and  arranged,  and  ftill 
fupports  and  animates,  the  whole  frame  of 
nature.  This  is  what  fcarcely  any  man  of 
3     •  fober 
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fober  mind  ever   called  in  queftion.      It  SERM. 
was  the  didate  of  nature  to  the  mod  fa-  v 
vage  and  barbajrou^^  as  well  as  ^to  the  moft 
dVilized  nations.     The  American  and  the 
Indian  in  his  defert,  as  well  as  the  Grecian 
fege  and  the  Roman  conq\ieror,    adored, 
^cli,  after  his  own  mode,  a  Sovereign  of  the 
^nivcrfe.— The   Pfalmift  obferves,    that* 
the  fool  hath f aid  hi  his  heart  there  is  no  God, 
Amon>  ^he  -follies,  however,  with  which 
the  Imrriih  race  is  chargeable,  this  is  one 
%hich,  in  the  courfe  of  ages,  feemed  to 
♦rave  made  the  fmalleli,  progrefs.     It  was 
teferved -for  modern,. tidies  and  evil  days, 
4o  engender,  in' one  rfegion  of  the  earth,  a 
^ftem  of  falfe  ApMjkJfbphy  wbich   Ihovfld 
«3tfvive  the  e^plfod^^  pt'lnciples  of  atheilra, 
z'Mi  ftudy  to  pour  foTth  their. poifon  among 
thNs  nations,  not  only  ^  to  the  extindion  of 
teligion,*bat  to  tj^e  &^!i\terfion  of  eftablifhed 
i governments^  .gi^d^^jf  gpod  .pjder;  ampng 
Mjai^kinfiarr  dDiffw'sftaTcfo  brft  'IznM^z^' S^' 
-rtb'IHfmrffing^  aH  jdeldfions-  of  this 'nature 
^Fiimworthy  "the  atteritlon  of  any  reafonabl6 
i%iperyerted:;mindf|  holding;  It  for  certain 
Id  3m;^;i  2  vniv/  tidj     .':...;';..,..   .ji},    ■^.;-;  ;„. : 

TQ   nSfn   <r:^L  ^'.•J^  :;,•''  }^,\,v   ■•    •;;!  ! 

that 


t^O  .Oh  the  proper  Difpofttloh  of 

SERRr.  |jj2^  nothing  can  be  more  real  than  the 
VdjRv-?*-/  exiftence  of  a  Supreme  Divinity,  it  follows 
ofi.'Cpwfe'?  from  this  belief,  that  there  are 
difpbfitions  corrcfpondent  to  Him  which 
ought  to  be  found  in  every  human  iiiind, 
among  the  young  and  the  old,  among  the 
high  and  the  low,  the,  ricK  {4i^d*>the  poor, 
Itiis'iabfurd  to  fuppoiie,  •  that  while  the  rer 
htions  in  which  we  ftand  to  our  fellow- 
creatures,  whether  a$  equals,  luperiours,  or 
inferlours,  naturally  call  forth  certain  fen- 
timents  and  afFed:ions,  there  fhould  be  none 
which  properly  correfpond  to  the  firft  and 
greateft:  of  all  Beings ; .  to  Him, .  whoin 
though  we  fee  him  not,  we  all  recognifeif 
to  Him,  ill  whom^  as  it  is  beautifully  ex- 
prefTed  in  my  tex^W^  ^^iVA^^j^ndjOOq^i^  m(^ 

"S'/qi  ^  flojlfcailqqfi.  3fh,  Jwlj  biBilft,  mfi,  \ 
The  proper  difpofition  of  mind  witJl 
refped:  to  God,  is  generally  exprefT^d  by  ,th^ 
term  of  love  to  him*. i  This ri^  very  juftly 
founded- on  .the  fokmncirgun6:ion  of  rour 
blefled  Lord  ^.  Thou  Jhalt  love  tkt^^ord 
tbjf  Qod  with  aUtby^hearty)imdwiihaUftby 
TO  l>s»'(!Kac  Dd  flfifii  Ji  jboO  03  bsilqqs 
as    ihhV^J    amjMl^thj-u}^^  c!..:i  bovlo'bi 
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Joul^  and  with  all  thy  m'vnd^  thhu  the  jirjl  SERM. 
and  great  commandt?iej7t,  ^HencQ^^it  is  com- 
mon among  ?  religious  iwriteca^  to  include 
the  ?w:hole  bf  piotlsiafFe6fctons'  towards  God 
in  Love.  Biit  when  this  tcim 'is  applied 
to  the  Almighty,  we  muft  be  careful  to 
underftand  aright  what  it  imports.  We 
all'  know  what  it  is  to  love  ariy  'of  OUl 
fellow-cr«atufes ;  but  fuch  an  afFe€tkttii»i 
we  bea*i«^uth^pea«n©«ite44iteraiifimfo 
be  tran^fmed  '!<&  Ckfd.  '  Among  them  '  it 
is  fometinhes  conneded  with  the  fervency 
of  paffion  ;  it  commonly  imports  fome  finli- 
larity  of  naturei^and^fome- degree  of  fond 
and  intimate  attachment ;  all  wliich  it  were 
highly  improper  in  ^is  to  affed:  towards 
the  Supreme  Being,  whpje  ways  are  not  as 
eur  waysy  nor  his  thoughts  as  our  thoughts^ 
I  am  afraid  that  the  application  of  love 
in  a  ftridt  fenfe,  «a®dilfo:pbidtimes  in  too  Ter- 
tent  and  paiBonaren»rft|ain  towards  God, 
h«s,  among  fome  ferious  and  well  difpofed 
tninds  giveB^'lrif&itOl^o^iittle  enthufiafra win 
Wligion.  ..  *  '^HvCvY  v\v>N*.\  .,  ■  ..■'..•.  M-jii^i'S 
■X  When  therefoji&iiti^erAtiii^t  6f  Ij^ 

.applied  to  God,    it  ipuft  be   analyfed    or 
i^efolved  into  thofe  fentiments   which    are 

/jli.v  :!Lf  4  proper 
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■ft^r^M.  -proper  ^nd  /uitable  for   us  to  encourage 
^"-    .  -towards  the  God  whom  w€  adore.  That  loyp 
'Of  him  which  religion  requires,  and  whiqh 
•our  Saviour  has  fo  folemnly  enjoined,  is  ja 
;compounded  afTedion,  and  the  difpofitiQQS 
which  it   includes   are   principaUy-thre^; 
reverence,  gratitude,  fubmiffion.      Of  ;lhe 
nature   and  foundation  of  ,^ach  of  thefeijl 
am  to  treat  in  the  fequel  of  this  difcourfe, 
vand  fliall  ren4<^avour  to  illuflra^^.  them   j^s 
)forming  -t^t.^emp^r    and    difpofKion  -f)f 
-eftind  which  we  ought  always  to   preferye 
-t©5vard&.the  Great  Author  of  ourexiftenc^. 
OJ  i3Woq  luo  iiiivzi  ^blorisd'.sw^rioixiw 
^idj-IxffifeE  foundation  t)f  every  proper  jdij^p- 
:?filiaiD5towjirds'j€7od  muftbe  laid  iuiRcve- 
-.iencse^tfaat  is,  adndiration  mixed  withi  awe  ; 
.tiEhat,  in  its  low^r^degre^s.  apiong  men,  is 
jcaHed  .Refpe£i  ;  batfliM^edr  jCg- its  high«ft 
fijptoinbmthi relation  ta'Go<3,  may  be  tenned 
iprofound  veneration.     In  4iJnS;  difpofition 
utowards  Him  rwe^aght  habitually  to>be 
ifound,  not  only  inthe-cxerdfes  of  imme- 
»jdiate  devotion,  but  amidft  the  ordinary  oc- 
-vicurrences  of  life.     Every  thing  indeed  that 
iiBv^e  fee  around  us  gives  perpetual  oceafion 
Jfi&r  iu^>J\Vc  find  ourfelves  in  an  immcnfe 
Sin^mnii  univerfe. 
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tiniverfe,    where   it  is  impoflible  for  U8,   SERM-- 
withotit  aftonifhmentarid  awe^  to  contem- 
plate the  glory  and  the  power  of  Him  who 
h^h  created  it.     From  the  greateft  to  the 
feaft  bhjed  that  we  behold,  from  ihe  ftar 
that  glitters  in  the  heavens  to  the  infe6: 
that  creeps  upon  the    ground,    from   the 
khUndei*  that  rolls  in  the  ikies  to  the  flower 
that  blbflbttis  in  the  fields,  all  things  teftify 
^^  profound    and    myfterious    wifdom,    a 
*^'mighty     and    all-powerful   hand,    before 
which  we  muft  tremble  and  adore.     Nei- 
'  ther  the  caufes  nor  the  iffues  of  the  events 
which  we  behold,  is  it  in  our  power  to 
trace  5    neither   how   we  came   ineto  -  this 
world,  nor  whither  we  go  when  we  retire 
.  from  it,  are  we  able  of  ourfelves  to  tell ; 
-'but  in  the  mean  time  find  ourfelves  fur- 
-tounded  with  aftonifliing  magnificence  on 
^>'cvery  hand.     We  '  vN^alk  through  the  earth, 
''  ast  through  the  apartments  of  a  vaft  palace, 
*^' Which  fill  every   attentive    fpeO:ator  with 
;nvonder.     All  the  works  which  our  power 
Can  ereft,    all  the  ornaments  which  our 
art  can  contrive,  are  feeble  and  trifling  iri 
i»  comparifon  with  thofe  glories  which  nature 
^i^very  where  prefents  ta.ouf  Ttew;     The 
e^tTjv.aj  immenfe 


II. 


^  Ott  iht  pTi^ptr  Difpofttion  of 

S  E  R  M.  immenfe  a«shi^-©f -the  heavens,  the  fplendoui* 
of  the.  fun-  in  his^  rtteridiah' brightnefs,  '6*'" 
the  beauty  of  his  rifing  knd  fetcmg  h6ura^^ 
the  rich  landfcape  of  the  fields,  .an.d  th6-* 
boundlers  expanfe  of  the  oeeanj  ardfcenSi^V 
'  which  mock  every -lival  attempt  of  htftkSW^ 
fkill  or  labour.  Nor  is  it  only  in  the  fplfe^^aiil^ 
appearances  of-iittttfr^p  but  am  id  ft  its  rudeiPP 
forms,  that  we  ffaos/tlve  hand  of  the  Divii^ 
uity.     In  the  fbUtary  defert,  and  the  hig!?^ 
mountain,    in   the  hanging  ^r^d^Ice,  the*' 
rearing  torrent j  and  the  aged  'f^t^eft^  thoiigh^^^ 
there>be> nothing  to  cheer,  thSi^^i^^hiijitf ^ 
t©i%ii^e  the  mliidM^kh  aive,  to  gite  rifCtS'^ 
thofe  folemn  and^6^tm^'fenfations  which^ 
elevate   the    \\<^2ir{:'^-^  ^ixi^'-^ 
creating  rower.--^  ^^^^"^^  :n}a:-/rr    n  m  nta 
.Jn  fliort,  weieatatib  Vh ere  call  our  eycs^ 
around-u&^^ithbiA  meeting  what  i«  fulfi'/* 
cleim^  to  awaken' r^^pfehce?  of ^rhe  Deityi  * 
This  reverence  becomes  the  iii^reprofouncj^'' 
that  the  great  Being  wh'd^^fe  Che  objed;  of* 
it,,  is:  to  us  invilible'^attdi-iirildnown.  '  We 
may  feekto  difcover  hiitl,-i:^tl>c  hides  hi n^'^ 
fsifJVom  usi  hib  feG^ffteps'We^cleafly  trdcef^^* 
but  his  face  we  can  never  behold.     We  va 
Joripard^  but  he  U  not  there y  and  backward^ 

but 
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liut  we  cannot  perceive  him  ;  ori  the  left  hand  SER  M, 
ivhere  he  worketh.  but  ive  can7iqt  behold  himi^  >,*— v--»--/ 
he  bideth  himfelf  on  the  right  hund  that  we 
cannot  fee  him  *,       We  know  that  he  is  ?iot 
fifr  frgnK,^very  one  of  us  '^  yet  he  ihrouds 
hio^fclfti^ithe  darknefs  of  his  pavilion  ;  he 
a^Jk^^i^lp  from  the  fecret  place  of  thunder  j^ 
Before  this  incomprehenlible   Being,   x\\i% 
God  terribly  and  ftrong<  .we  become  in  al 
manner  annihilated  ;  we  are  fenfible  thali 
in  his  ilght  we  are  only  as  the  drop,,(f,ith^i 
bucket  and  ihcfmall  duji  in  the  bal^ince^cihodi 
in  his  prefence  can  only  rejoice  with  \tr^U*i' 
^^'^J'Tib.  ?f^'  y^^  .know  that  the  mighty. a^m^ 
which,  upholds  the  univerfe,    and   "vvhicli 
furrounds  us  with  wonders  on  every  fide, 
can  in  a   moment  crulh  ns  to  the  duft,  if 
we  become  obje^s  of  ^ifplfafure  to  heaven. 
Awful  are  tbe  9R?jrMii9nR.(pf  the   Divine 
Power  which,  w^. are  conftafitly  beholding 
in  the  moral  as  well  jajsin  the  natural  world. 
The  Almighty  i:ules  among   the   nations, 
as  well  as  over  if]y:li^(i4uals :  «n  his  pleafurc 
depend,  all,  the  ,;gfe^^j,r<?volations    of  the' 
e^/tJ}Ji  th^.jj^terpoft^ipn^  of  his  Providence 

.  arc 
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SERM.  arc  frequently  apparent  to  the  world,  in 
bringing  down  the  mighty,  and  raiiing  up 
the  fallen.  In  the  books  of  the  law  and 
the  prophets,  we  hear  his  threatenings 
againft  rebellious  finners  denounced  with 
a  tremendous  voice ;  and  in  the  difpenfation 
of  the  gofpel,  a  mofl  ftriking  inilance  is 
exhibited  to  us  of  the  ftrid  juftice  of  his 
government,  in  the  expiation  that  was  re- 
quired for  the  apoftacy  of  a  guilty  world. 
So  that  both  the  law  and  the  gofpel,  the 
works  of  nature  and  the  condud:  of  Provi- 
dence, unite  in  uttering  that  folemn  voice 
which  ought  often  to  refound  in  our  ears;  Be 
Jiilly  and  know  that  I  am  God,  I  will  be 
exalted  among  the  heathen ;  /  will  be  exalted 
in  the  earth.  Fear  before  him,  all  ye  nations  ; 
Give  nnto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his 
name.  For  honour  and  majejly  are  before 
him;  Jlrength  and  beauty  are  in  his  fandluary. 
He  alone  doeth  great  thiiigs  and  unf ear ch able ; 
marvellous  things  without  number  *. 

On  this  head  of  dlfcourfe  I  have  infifled 
the  more,  becaufc  I  apprehend  that  fuch 
fentiments  as  I  have  now  been  inculcating 

vfno  ton 
•  Pf.  xh\.  10.     Vl  xcvi.  6—8.    Job,  v.  9. 

occur 
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ticehr  too:  rarely  aiiiortg'  many  ^prorctleo   SERM. 
"Chiifftikfe.     Bfd  an  awful  revereheq,fcr  the       ^^- 
'^Siipr^me  Beitig  dv^ell   6h   all   pur  minds 
^^ft^^fb{)efly  irapfeffi^e  fbij^'its  effbds 
4Wtili-dMief;  0ik^' ^^(^^}jia.     On 

'tnany"bcca{Tons  it  would'  checic  a  wanton 
levity  of  fpirits.  It  would  infiife  more  fo- 
•Icmmtt  T^t^  ^Vaigidas'Mf  ^  woiM 
infpire  ^e^e{''M^'!^r"^cW^if'^ 

the  T^rJi^  8f  b\Sif  wte(fe^^^^''fe^o&rfi?f 

fVom  unlI^l6^fe^  iMl^ePit  be  rdS|S& 
bered  that  the  Jear  of  Gbd  is,  throughogl: 
much  of  the  fcripture,'  'Employed  As  ttie 
term  defcriptive  of  thfe  whole  of  reliffioil. 
It  Is  '  liot .  the  fear  %Kldh-  ilaves '  at (5  corf- 
itrained  to  feel  for -a^  tyrant,  but  tlie  revS- 
rence  which  bhiltefii  ^Havfe  for  the  Beft 
parent,  or  fubjefta '?:Rjrt1ie  beft  fovereign  ; 
the  .veneraCi^Dn  wh^h-  heceflarily  enters  into 
the  love 'we"beaif '^t<a'^i 'Beittg  of  fupenor 
order :  it  is  io'fim^'^h  hordand  his  g^d^ 
nefi^  as  it  i&  ei^l^^c^lly  exprefTed  by  c^ 
pf  the  proptiets  ^i  '  ^ '  TM&  fear  'of  •  <3r 6d, 
therefore,  is  not  only  confiftent  with  the 

•  Hofea,  ili.  5, 

.    Vol.  V.  D  love 
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love  of  hh'ii, '  titit  forms  a  material   part   of 

it.     The  pretended  love  of  God  disjoined 

from  reverence  of  hitn,  vrould  n6  longer 

be  genuine  love,  but;  would  rife'^'-iritib^' iaf- 

rogant  prefumptioEt?'*^  1  proceed' ^^^$fr- 
ferve       ;''"-'-^^''  io-i^diin...  ..}iUiiiias,.o% 

''^^lil''¥ili4'^gfatitude  forms  an   cflential 

f'  art  of  that  difpofition  which  we  ought  to 
ear 'to^aWs  i:tii^.^'^Th!^^ifepK^^>an'  fe 
le^Konit^'ienfe  ^  G^^^i^tK^'^ffi^' iriind, 
arid  enters  diredly '  iiR6 '  \}3V&j^  ^tinderftood 
Jn  its  moft  common  ^cceptatibil.     It  were 
:^,grofs  miftake  to  imagine  that  the  reve- 
rence of  which  I  have  difcourfed  has  any 
tendency  to  chect  gratifffiii^^: '  on  the  con- 
trary it  heightens  It,  by  litiiting  the  fenfe 
of  our  benefadoir's  cSna^fiieii^on '  with  the 
benefits  which  he  "conveys.  '     TTie   more 
eminent  the  qualities  of  a  benefadlor  are, 
and  the  higher  the  rank  is  in  which  He 
.ftarids,  our  hearts  are  wafitied  the  more  b|y 
^be  fueling  of  his  ^(Mnef^.  ^'  ^^'^^''^  -^^-^^ 
^^  Itls  impofllble  to  tMrffc  df  &0(f  ai'kll,  with- 
T'iQy.t  conceivinghim-as  the  benefactor  of  mah- 
jfcnd,  .  Myfterious  as  this  world  is  in  many 
^  its  appearances,  It  lieverthelefs '  carries 
^    S  on 
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on  the  whole,  a  ftrongly  marked  charac-    SERM. 

ter  of  goodnefs  and  benignity  in  its  author.       j^ 

We  behold  a  vaft  fyftem  pbvioufly  con-  "-* 

trived  to  provide,   not   food   and  nourifh- 

ment  only,  but  comfort  alfo  and  enjoyment 

to  an  infinite  number  of  inhabitants.     The 

more   that   philofophy   has   enlarged   out 

itriew^  of  nature^  the  more  it  has  been  dif- 

Oovered  that,  throughout  tk-e  jvi4e  extent 

of  creation,  there  is  no  ufelefs  profufion  of 

tnaghificence,  but  that  every  thing  has  been 

rendered  fubfervient  to  the  welfare  of  the 

dCational  or  fenfible  world  ;  nay,  that  many 

■cbjeds  which  were  once  confidered  as  not 

pnly  fuperfluous  but  noxious,  hold  an  ufe- 

jful  place  in  the  general  fyftem.     Such  pro- 

,  vifion  has  been  made  for  our  entertainment 

/on  this  earth,  fuch  care  has  been  taken  to 

ilore  the  world  with  a  variety  of  pleafures 

to  cheer  our  fenies  and  enliven  our  ima- 

^gination,  that  he  whofe  eye  opens  on  all 

•the  beauty  of  nature  muft  be  of  infenfible 

lieart  indeed  if  he  feels  no  gratitude  to  that 

Being  who  ha«  brougb|  h^ij^  fprth  tp  ^r^oy 

fk(i$ wonderful  fcene.  '     ,  ^^  --a 

..     Bwt  the  gratitude  of  ai  good ;  |ilt6i;  ^'i^% 

J^^iafiy  go  larthet  th;in  ibk^'^'Htf' ^ 


•^^  oh  the  proper  DifpoJittoH  of 

SE'^M  think  not  ^Dijly,  oi'.  the  benefits  which  he 
^^  enjoys  in  .common  with  4h^|jeft  of  his 
fellow- creatures,  but  of  thofe  .which  are 
appropriated  particularly  to  himfelf^  Who 
is  there  amongfl  us,  my  brethren^  but  in 
fairly  reviewing  the  events  of  his  life  from 
infaru;y  to  this  d^y,  in  thinking  of  the  con^t 
ffitts  he  enjoys,  and  recolleding  the.  dangers 
fr:Qm  which  he  ha$  ..l^eeA.,deUv$^^(^  rrf^f'^hp 
is  there,  I  fay,  that  has  not  cnufe  to  ac- 
knowledge an  invifible  guardian,  who  has 
all  along  watched  over  his  frail  eftate,  has 
protected  and  bleffed  him  ? — Perhaps  of 
the  blellings  which,  you  enjoy,  oi;  the^tie^ 
liverances  you  have  received,  you  are  more 
difpofed  to  trace  fome  human  caufc ;  one 
favourable  diftindion  you  afcribe  to  your 
birth,  your  parents,  or  your  education  ;  for 
iome  other  happy  circumftance  you  think 
ypurfelf  folely  indebted  to^  the  kindnefs  of 
an  earthly  friend^^or  you  -i:e%r  '\\  ^f>  tlie 
exertions  of  your  own  dexterity  and  t^ 
lents,— Thoughtlefs  and  inconfiderate  man-! 
-HaTe  .you  forgotten  that  there  i§  a  fail 
Caufe  of  all,  a  Supren?.e  Lorrf,  who  from 
Ihc  beginning,  .has  arranged  an4  prepare4 
j^  whole  ftrics^of  caufes .  an4  efiei^^s,  of 
iU^.'  ^,  ^  whofe 
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x^hofe  deftination  and  agency  men  are  no   st  RM. 
more  than  the  fecondary  inftruments  ?    To    ,_^^1,^ 
what  but  to  the  original  plan  of  his  good- 
nefs,  do  you  owe 'the  favourable  circum- 
ftances  of  your  birth  or' your  education, 
the  kindnefs  which  he  br'dained  to  fpring 
up  in  the  breaft  of  your  friend,  or  the  ta- 
lents  and     abilities   which   he   implanted' 
within  you  in  Order  to  favour  your  fuccefs?* 
f  Bui  ati^'exhbrtaribh  to  gratitude  you  per- 
haps -  cOTifiddi-'^k^'-icdmirig  unfeafonabie  iit 
your   prefent Tituation.    •  The   time' *ivas^ 
when  the  light  of  th-e  divine  countenance 
flione  upon  you,  and,  looking  up  to  a  Bene- 
factor in  heaven;  with  a  grateful  heart  yoU 
acknowledged  your  bleffings  to  be  derived 
from  Him  ;  btit  that  tltoeis  now  paft  ;  .you 
are  left  defolate  and  forfaken,  bereaved  of 
the  chief  comforts  on  which  you  had   f^t 
your  hearts. — -And,  b^caufe  'tnany  of "  the 
favours  of  heaven  are- pafi!,  ought  they  to 
be   gone  from -^yoilF -remembrance?    Are! 
there  not  ftillfdme'  others  remaining  for 
which  you  have  ire afoii'".t6  give  tharik&'li 
Have  you  forgotten'*  ^0  the  bleffing^  you 
have  continued  to  enjoy  ever  fince  the  day 
tj^at  you  came  forth  a  helplefs  infailt  into 
\i"l^  -O  3  the 


3^  On  the  pr9p6r  T>lffof%tionxif 

SERM.  the  worW?  Be  affwred  that  a  gratitude  of 
t^--^'_t  that  forty  wh!c?h  dies- away  as^  fooiv  as  ilr! 
ceafes  to  be  fed  by  the  ufiial  ftreara  of  beneo 
fits,  which  has  r^apdf  to  prefeiit  favpurftts 
only,  and  none  to  thofe  that  are  pa^ft,  is  not: 
true  gratitude,  but  the  fymptom  of  a  feifiih.'- 
and  mercenary  fpirit.   If  you  be  difpofed  tac 
thank  God  on!y  when  he  is  giving  -5W11  ai^^ 
tBe  defires  of  your  hearts,  what  praife  faavoTt 
5?^?  I>o  not  pubHcans  and  rinR4&/sthefertie<|t 
irifen  who  have  little  either  of  religion  OCS 
fenfibility  of  heart.     But  when  Providence* 
ihrouds  itfelf  in  a  dark  cloud,  and  fome  of 
y-Our  favourite  enjoyments  are  carried  2.vrxf^ 
if  ftill,  with  calm  and  patient  mind,  j^ 
continue  to  blefs  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and^ 
ftill  retain  a  thankful  fenfe  of  the  bleffin^/ 
you  have  fo  long,  and  fo  far  beyond  you^ 
deferts,  been  permitted  to  enjoy  ;  this  is- 1^ 
be  truly  grateful ;  this  is  to  fhew  youi^ 
feivcs  the  dutiful  chiidren  ctf  a  Father  iil^ 
Heaven.         '  ,a;vw,;^uv\CiJi\\  ^■^•i^\ij,\viv^!>vi>  «s» 

';-Iir  reviewing' -the  ^m^'^'^SMt^^ 
ifivfe'for  gratitude  to  GodJ  it  becbrti^^\:^s  tc^ 
attend,  not  only  to  thofe  bleflings  w^hicl? 
appertain  individually  to  each  oF  if s,  but -tt^ 
tfibie  alfo  which  we  enjoy  in  eomntOh  wii^K 
'■^^-^:'^'\  V-  ^i.  others 
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others  of  our  brethrerii  How  much  reafon  s  E  R  H.  - 
have  we, for  inftance,  to  blefsGodfor. having 
caft  our  lot  in  a  land  where  we  enjoy  all  the 
advantages  of  mild  and  equal  government,, 
and  all  the  comforts  of  tranquillity  and  peace,  - 
while  many  a  nation  around  us  is  opprefTed- 
by  the.  hand  of  tyrannical  povver,  di^^W^^^r. 
with  tjie  alarips  and  terrors  pfrjwafj  orj^fv#;^ 
fering  frorn  th^.  ravages. ;  ^of  l^f^rhc)ftUeJ 
fpoiki^Fj.lTWsfcM^fhlgfeeir  res^fon,  ftULitp  ^be,. 
grateful  &>|--  l|%ving  pur  lot  cad  where  .^h^ 
joyful  fovHid  of  .the.  g-ofpel  is  hoard,,  ;vsfl|ere) 
the  glad  ^\^\Vi^^  of  peace  upon  earth  ^nd^xio^^ 
will  to  the  fons^  of  m£ii  ^x^^^r^QiXX^^ 
by  the  Son  of  g^dj^^jNjvhgi:  cai;^j,|p  l>i^§, 
pardon  and  falvaUonj.tX)^^.giiilty  r,^/??^/^^ 
What  everlafting  groiind  pEthankfulnefs  ifi 
afforded  by  the  bleffed  hoge  that  j^  >givjei)^ 
us  of  life  immortal  -y-oi  ^poufe,  nojt  j^iade  T^iJk 
hand^  eternal  in  thf  hj^'^enu  p^J^^^l  ^k^,  v^^^^ci 
ly^  houfeofthis  tab^ifmp'lfjjpafliej^^  p^ 

an  inheritance^  incorruptible^  undefilej^y^^pd^ 
that  fadpi)2  fioj^jiri^,^^^  aJ^q^rtaln^i^.tQ^l  ^cjod 
mjen  by  the,.^eath  -^^d  iji,^.  r^rui-re(^ip^,^g| 
ourbleffed.gf,deeg^g^!^  ^f/^ake  fyr^^A^ 
fml  I,  and  all.  thai ■  h  "^fe^ -^^^j^/^ilH^fe^ 
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S  E  R  M.  giveth  all  thine  iniquities ;  who  healeth  all  thy 
V  -^    „r   difeafes  ;  who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  dejlrtie^t 
tion  ;  who  crowneth  thee  with  loving  kindnefi' 
and  tender  mercies^.     Let  us  now  add, 

IIL  Entire  aft d'prdfound  fubmiflion  a^ 
a  difpoiitioa  mofl:  neceffary  to  be  prelerved 
on  our  part  towards  God^vr^'riThis   includes 
fubmiffion  of  the  underftandina:  to  the  dif-w 
CQveries  which  God  has  been   pleafed  t<q^^^ 
make  ;  fubmlflTion  of  the  inclinations  to  ther. 
laws  which  he  has  promulgated  for  our  con-4 
du6k  ;  fubmiffion  of  the  will  to  the  difpen^', 
fationsof  his  Providence,  as  they  affeO:  th^'^ 
evjen^rof  our  Ufe,,:Jt;4s  not  fubmiffion  coix*j 
ftrained  merely  by  a  power  againft  whichr- 
We  know  that  it  is.  in^  vAin. to  ftruggle  ;  \\li:^ 
fubmiffion    arifing   from   reverence    com-j 
ppunded  with  gratitude  ;  fubmiffion  to  On^ 
whofe  fupreme  perfe<3:ion  entitles  Hitn  tQ\ 
abfolute  obedience,  whofe  experience  J  good- 
rtifsraffc)rds  ground  for]  implicit  trull v 
.*^jii3i -the  prefent  iimp^rfea:  ftate  of  ^uman 
nature,  there  will  be  often  found  no  fmall'. 
iielu«u:ance  to  that  entire  refignation  to  Go^ 
•^^)^\(;h.  ^reiigjp^  jr^qt^i,res.      The  pride  oi|. 

.  ^ni»m  human 


the  Heart  towards  Qods^'  4^-* 

human  underftanding  will  fometimes revolt  sERM. 
againil  the  difcovenes  which  God  has  made 
in  his  world,  as  deficient  arid  utifatisfadtory ; 
the  flruggles'of  paflion  will  frequently  rife 
againft  the  reftraints  impofed  on  us  by  his 
laws,  and  the  feverities  inflid:ed  by  his  pro- 
vidence.    But  in  the  heart'of  a  pious  man 
all  fuch  oppofition  is  checked  and  borne 
down,  by  a  fteady  faith  that,  under  the  ad- 
miniffratibh  of  the  Almighty,' all  is  ordeted 
for  th6  b^ftj  though  fdr  feveral  fteps  of  thit' 
high  aHrhii'iiftration  we  are  unable  at ^fefe'tit 
to  account.      Hence  that  calm  tranquillity ' 
he  preferves,  and  that  refolute  and  magna-' 
nimous  fubmiflion  he  maintains,  aniidft  the' 
moft  unpromifingcircumftances.  He  knows 
that"  in  this  ftupendous  univerfe  there  muft 
be  many  things  that  lie  beyond  our  b6hi- 
prehenfion. — As '  yet  thou  feeft    no  more 
than  the  rife  of the'di Vine  government,  the 
beginnings  of  a  great  plan  which  is  not  to 
be  completed  until  the  courfe  of  ages  fhall 
end.  Meanwhile  dktknefs  mufl:  be  allowed, 
for  wife  reafoiis,    to  remain    ttpori   m'iriy' 
things  ; '  fevere  reftraitits   muft  be  impdfed 
on  c6ndu(St/ and  occafidhal  fufferings  muft 
be  endured.     If  thou  fuffereft,  figh,  and  be 
6  filent  J 
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fiidrtt  f '^Vkhy^W'^tle  patient.     Prefume  noi 
to  e^ah'-fh^^^kTcafon  againft  tlie  revela^'-^ 
tiohs  6T  lifeaVe^jHrior  to  give  vent  to  thy  im- 
parienVcofn^Mtk^gaittft  the  ordinations  of- 
thy  SiijDrem'e  GdVernaur.TWnk' with  awe^l 
and  fp^ak l^rtti ' c^iiitlt>n,'  of  wiiat  is  i<y  raudil^ 
aSove  the^,  "  Xfe^aityiiirt'tlijr^  being  fhall  W^  , 
n^olded  ;  tffl It^^fiigll:  h^vef^^dfled  through^/ 


iiiiiYpM/ToriinderiValidirig  the  coonfels  ai^ 
tlSfC  God'  who"  inade  it.  *ln'tliem«an  tinier - 
be  content  to  fubm.it  and  to  adore.  Let  na^ 
o<^cl|^'vc)yy''{)"e''^lird  from  thee  but  this;^ 
'^'T[(oxi:i^^Ti,M^'0  God  !  and  I  aril^ 
**  ^nt^^iov^in^iici^i^lviit^  and  move,  anct 
•*"  have  my  oi^i^,      WneVeVer  thou  com-^ 


'^  op^  nxunpaur.  It  ^  my  part 
^5.  m'^^'^iijy  ;  all 'ih^  reft  I  leave  to  Thee  ; 
"  to^hee/whofe^!iH^rii^1  revere,  whofc 
•f-^gdoeihefs  I  havefd'oft^n^^^kperienced  j  in- 
•*■ -whom  therefore  I' repbfe'  implicit  tru ft 
**•  thkt'allihall  end  ^^elf,  andthe  righteQufr 
**  be, made  finally  hanpy." — Good  is  the 
I3^j?f^  which  the  Lord  hath  fpoken.  '  "2\^ot  my 

will. 
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WiU,  huf  Ms  be  done.  Behold^  herf  I  am.  Let  S  E  JLii:> 

hi  Hi  de  to  hisfcrvant  as  feemetb  good  to  him  *. 
Such  are  the  principal  cUrpQiitions  which 
it  becomes  us  ta  preferve  towards  God;  to 
preferve  towards  Him  at  all  times;  riot  in 
tlie  foleran    hours^  of.  devotion  only,  but 
when  we  a(St  in  the  bufj  world,  or  when  we 
walk   in   retirement   amidft  the  fcenes  of, 
nature..  If  this  union  of  reverence,  gratitude^, 
andfubmiilion,  hahituaily  poiTefsour  minds, 
they  will  of  courfe  fhqot  forth  into  what  is ; 
termed  ^</^^i«^  eurf elves  in  God;  fehinkin^V 
of  him    with    peculiar    complacency  and^ 
warmth  pf  afFe(5tipn,;  and  eleya.ting  us  fojBi^" 
times  into  a  I'acred  tranfport  when  we  draw, 
r.igh  to  him  in  adls  of  immediate  worfhip, 
in  prayer  and  praife.     Then  is  the  feafon, 
when,  the  fulnef$  of  the  foul  gives  rife  to, ^ 
thofcfublime  ^nd  pathetic  efFulions  of  piety;, 
which  are  recorded  of  faints  in  former  times : 
My  foul  thirJ}ethfor,Qod^ifor  the  living  God: 
when  JJjall  I  come  and  appear  before  him?, 
J  ivill  lift  up  my  bands  in  thy  name;  my 
foul  Jh all  be  fatisfed  as  ivith  marrow  and^ 
withflitnefs.  when  I  remember  thee  upon  my^ 

*  t  Kings/ XX*  19.    Luke,  xxu.  4*    z  oiuei.  xv.  20. 
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44-  Onthe'pri^^rJ^tfpofihon^^z, 

SE  R  M.  hed^  and  ineditate  on  tbce  in  the  night  watches-^ 
»  .-fc^  1^   Blejfed  IS  the  man  lohom  thou  choofejl^  and 
caufejl  to  approach  unto  thee,  0,  that  I  knew 
•where  tofin^^  fy^t. tk^i  /  anight  cqnujeven  to 
bis/eat/^  !    Wjien  fuch  fentimeats  as  thefe, 
of  ardent  afFedion  towards  Gqd,  chaftened- 
by^  reverence  jfUa<J.ful^iniffion J  aj^  \y^il  .ja^^, 
warmed  by  gratitude,  predominate  in  our- 
hearts,  and  when  they  exert  their  proper  in-r 
fluence  in  purifying  and  regulating  our  life, 
we  may  then  be  truly  faid  to  (ove  the  Lord 
our  God^  with  all  our  hearty  and  foul ^  and 
Jlrengthy  and  mind, 

'y:^^i\  ^w^'^i  '--v^;-*^'  ->vi*j-i-'" '^'^^-^^^^jV^    .      ''''V^t' 

*-Pr.,lIii.  2.      Pf.  Ixiil.  Ky.6,     Pf,  kV.  A.      Job,  :cxiii,\. 

wijT^jf;  ^ijg^  #?^"i)f  r^w^  ■  >iHHnr'^ 


#43'.Jo'^jHj,rs  3dJ  >1o\,dJr.ob  .b(ik;,a§nhiRnf 
r;rfj  \q  -TSfmo'isi  bnn'isnsJifmfn;- 


On  ^the  Moral  Char  Act  EU  of  Chris*?^ 

:\i:ii>^Ay^M  '^^^  01  faiiii  viu'tj  i>d  .nod;  (hai  3W 
^.:-^>:.    A>.^u  'tn*s.  jS^T!S,Al£i  %0.^'^*^'-5-*'"    e^^^  "^J*^ 

5^£/^J"  of  Nazareth — ^vbo  went  about  doing 
good. 

'T^HERE  are  two   great  afpeds  under  SERM. 

which  we  may  coDtempIate  the  appear-  " 

ance  of  our  BlefTed  Lord  on  the  earth.  One 
is,  his  coming  into  the  world  in  order  to 
make  expiation  to  divine  juflice,  by  his 
fufFerings  and  death  for  the  guilt  of  the 
human  race.  The  other  is,  his  coming  to 
a<^  as  the  enlightener  and  reformer  of  th'e 

,  world,  by  his  dodrine  and  his  life.  The 
firft  of  thofe  views  is  the  moft  fublime  ;  ifs 
on  the  atonement  which  he  made  for  u??, 

'depend  all  our  hopes  of  the  pardon  of  fm, 
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and  of  life  eternal.    In  the  other  view,  it 
is  alfo  of  high  importance  that  all  chrii^ 
tians  fhould  frequently  eonfider  him,    in 
order  to  the  proper  regulation  of  their  con- 
duct :  the  obfervation  of  his  example  is  no 
■Icfs  neceffary  for  this  purpofe,  than  atten- 
tion to  his  dodtrine;  as  by  his  doctrine  he 
"taught  us  wha|  we  are  bound  to  do,  fo  in 
^'lis  example  he  fliewed  us  what  we  ougkt 
"^•be.      -"  ^ -.:■:-  j.;;ijb£  ion  -.lu  -n   ;  ^u 

■^-   H^ncfy^the'e^^A^Ie^  6f^  oiii- lijiefTediLoi^d 
"tas  been  ever  held  up  by  ferious  writers  to 
'"chriftlans  for  their   inftrudion    and    imi- 
^liSiirfr*   It  obvioufly  pofTefles  m^ny  advan- 
^'^ages  above  any  other  ftandard  of  conduct. 
It  carries  peculiar  obligations  from  grati- 
tude, intereft,  and  duty,  to  enforce  the  imi- 
'tation  of  it ;  and  it  is  the  only  example,  in 
*"  following  which,  we  are  certain  never  to 
'Iht.   "It  has  alfo  another  peculiar  advantage 
Attending  it,    which  is  not  fo  commonly 
thought  of  ipthdit  is;  the  univerfality  of  it» 
;'^.tlfe.  "  It  evidently  appears  that  our  Lord 
.liiriifeif  had  this  benefit  to  his  followers  in 
'   view  from  the   train   of  living  which  he 
c"hofe  to  adopt.     Had  he  pitched  upon  any 
i6ne  (iatidh  of  KfeJ  the  influence  of  his  ex- 
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vompl^  would  have   beea  much   raipr?,,^-  .^^.^^^^ 
•K^i,^  ISHfee.  integrity,    for  iaftau^fs^  ^f 
nSai^V^li  as  a  judge^,,the  4ey,^tioQ  of  {Uyld 

,t^Q,  npiidft^pf  a  corruptj  fpt^jjt,  .hpld  if^tth 

indeed  fgjen^id,inftanx;^  oj^^ij:^yf^,,l)yt  they 

!  bo^A-t)^^  %^  otplyii^  ^fe^'lJK^'^^^^s  when 

nChFfift:4i>P^a^^djc<W  5^^t^w^..fP^^^^^d  Ym' 

life;  he  did  not  addict  himfelf  to  any  p^- 
ijtftculqj:  caHing  ;  he  did  tiPt  even  fix  his-refi- 
oijeacje  iu  c^nc  pkce;  fl^^v^e,  gives  us  opg^- 
,  i^miit j^ ,  of  viewing ,  him  in  different,  places 
.  j|grt^,ftty^l;iQns,  iq  aU  ,tUa.t  yariety  of,  lights 
.i^^hipb; ip^ifcriminately;  regard  .the  . byj^gpf 
„]}^^ki|jd  f  hi&life  \y^3  di^yiided  betw^e/i  |he 
-.;4pritemplativeand  the  active  ;  devotion  aod 
^{Hifuiers  equally  fh^r^it^,.  We  behold ;j:|iin 
q\t\  jprivate .  li^fe  aoipag,  hb-  difciples^  JJ^^  a 

yl^^J??ffl  ia,p}flj|i<;;Jiff^;,^,ding  with  authp- 
^^11^^  ^a.^b^djfpl^r^  of)ii^  high  commifRpn, 
Ij^uming  the , dignity  w^ich  belonged  to  his 
^^Pj^j:,Q,  and  boldly jjr^proying  the  great  4|id 
,,  jth^,  powerful.  We  fee.  \iir^  ipmetimes^  in 
^jipy^r^y  and  obfcmty^|:ont;^n^ecJ^^^  yer- 


^m ' 


hif<imirfipi!Ti  r/o'^ls&tin?  haHorge/^lilubi  mfi^ 

feded  fingularities  n^ns^saBHaniftoitott^i^ 

He  did  not  fecludc  himlelf  from  ordinary 
l^ls^^jiifcsB^cudvQribdaTajentgtigiiinsW  with 
f|l%0y^obiicLotiefinj|)im9^  ^ni^fyiVtmbT^oiinch 
pAh  Itfi^Uo  tlL^ii^'^rii^Qiiiiiiai^iiniinDifqp, 
Iftd9ttltldt)ll^ud(b  Iibi)7it4d^/(t8ifehargcj09£ 

ltft.oJ  x^^^  '^''^  ^i^'"  ^^^^  A'AA*a  ii&w  ihii 
l^^iiUniJf/W^^rilcfetiehifjft  ijstflferdfci^^afc^ 

{^m)dtA  ipuft  ^'^ds^fatmoto&^y^t^iifi^ 

m  dliS  diuOiutif^^&inil^^lriTo  coliiBl&Iti]^' 
^1^  '^  '/    lo'ilie 
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the  moral  charaQer  of  Chrlft  in  his  ordi-  sERM. 
nary  intercourfe  with  the  world,  and  will 
point  out  a  proper  model  of  our  behaviour 
towards  one  another.  The  mod  ftudied 
and  laboured  encomiums  never  drew  a 
more  amiable  charader  than  what  is  con* 
tained  in  the  few  and  plain  words  of  the 
text ;  J  ejus  of  Nazareth  went  about  ^  doing 
good.  Let  us  confider  in  what  manner  Hc 
fulfilled  this  chara<aer,  .jt 

S{r)^y\\\))i  fxKiii.  ibrxjii'd  «.>.j1:.;I  'l'^-  j>Jj  jll 
t.  We  are  to  attend  to  his  afliduity  and 
alacrity  in  feeking  out  and  embracing  every 
opportunity  of  doing  good :  this  is  the 
moft  fubftantial  part  of  the  great  viitue  of 
charity.  There  is  a  fort  of  negative  good- 
nefs  with  which  moft  men  are  ready  to  be 
fatisfied ;  they  applaud  themfelves  if  they 
have  kept  their  hands  free  from  unjuft 
deeds,  and  no  man  can  reproach  them  for 
working  mifchief  to  their  neighbour;  but 
with  refped  to  his  welfare  they  are  totally 
indifferent.  They  remain  in  a  fort  of 
torpid  apathy  about  the  concerns  of  others, 
without  either  rejoicing  in  their  profperlty^ 
■or  being  affeded  with  their  diftrefTes ;  this 
js  far  below  what  is  required  of  a  good 
.3  Vol.  V,  E  man. 


JO"  ^njbe'Mo^^'^  Char4i5ler'^f  Chrifl* 

^,15:^  M.   iftat^^  We^^erialli  defigned  by  our  Creator 
<-*BBN^  t^- Be  *|>?l^8^  one  body,  members  of  one 


^tiX^ozXii^^^^t&'^txy  on.e-was  to,  coa-f 
tribute  his^/t  CofaHrards  the  common  beaeiit^ 
and  to  be  ifeadehappy .by  iiudying.to.maij^ 
others^ '{o.^'-yLrv-- proportion  indeed  as.  pjar 
ability  and  it^€uence  extend,  the  obligatioa" 
fpbeextenfweAy  beneficial  alfo  grows.;  ,hvit 
j&%i«tl^'^Sv.-thW;.^tty  iphere  fo  narro5v.,^^fLd 
G*^n?«n^Ccnbedj  aSjUOt  to  afford  fomevC^pp^Qf^ 
tj|^3  ijti^$j  of  bei  n g  ufeful . — la , ,  jtjby ,  hu m  ble 
^nH  ol^turie  ftatiory,  thou  art  apt  to  thmk 
tWfelfs entirely  infignificant  and  left  to  the 
jv^i-^V  /^^ '^i'^^j  indeed,  it  may  not  be^ 
J&7g  l*R  :^ea).- tjhe^^di/eafed,  to  raife  the 
&P)^-?ro  f^l^gt^j^f  indigent, S<>T,  \f^^iv^ 
j^Va?^  ^^be-^eferving.  But  is  there  none 
^^ho'lc'  rpirjt;;|tlioti  canft  .cheer,  or  whofe 
4|>^rfriitrc>;;ihcu  canft  lielp  to  lighten  ?  Haft 
rft(ju  'n^y  psrenti,  no  cl^ildj  no  brother,,  v,q 
fH^emlr^'to  .  whoin-,^»^'l)Cjii^  GAoil-i^^fpeak  ^.tfeSs 
Stn:^s?^T6f;cJ^  i§Q^H^  ■  J^pi;-;of  forro^, 
^c|fe  j^Of  ft^e^'jt^r^ j9^^  -.redify , . or  who^e 
iCT^g^^-IR^'^oji^f^i^  the  right 

^^^^^'^^V^i^ts^VD!^^  of  C^rift,  a«  fai" 

^^^f  .^!lierc'  adn^its  it^  be^  ,%.%5,  x^v^e. 
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^yes,  lb  quicken  thine  adivity  aiidanimate    S E R M. 

thy  zeal.     THe   whole  hiftory  of  his  life 

is  *the  hiftory  of  a<Siiv€  and-  diffufive  benig-j 

tiity."     Wh^revef^^  h^  Was  ^-prefent^ ''wd 

fitfd'^'h1ikcj^in|^16yed  in  doing  «^od ;  eith^c 

i^^Keilnfe'^  -feeh  '"fram   their    diftrefies,  -fiff* 

ffitMSg^fhetlt  4ife  ahd'^iiappy  by  his'^in«i 

ft^iidfefis;^  "%be"'^dl^   country'  aroui^ 

him  Td^i^M'tof'^bte  -his  family,  and  if  ima 

literati  TMfb'tifefiaid'  beeiithe  father  of  them 

kll, 'th^y'ddultf  nor^iive  e^ierclfed  his  -care, 

^FfiiaTfed^i^'bpiitrty  nicNi-^  The  hungry 

WfefT  Im,  !  feihd  the  ^ fiek^'  Were  ^  curedf  ■  th« 

blind  iaW,  and  the  'Tiitfl6  ivilfced,  wherever 

became.     His' iftiracles^'Wever  were  mere 

ijftetitationsof  Jjower;  but  always  expreffibn^ 

Iftf  goodnefs.     OfteifciH^'^p^eVented  the  fup-» 

n^lications  of  thte  'dJfti-eflM  and,  unafked, 

conferred  hisff^ti)iit^j-%iit' never  did  any 

|^rfMt^i|i^1b  tkWM%itf  %nd  relief  with- 

^iflWt  ^yi^Vii^^fP,  \f«fh^ftie^'he  was  Jew  oi: 

(iieitheriy  fi^lii  df^Yoei  ^What  is  efpecially 

1^^4arkaMfe^i#^iite^  it  was 

^MtkcP^tfeid^  prife^ing  in  the  midft  of 

ingratitude.    This  is  one  of  the  hardeft  trials 

If  ttr«fe,  ridt  b  be^lKj^ed  by  the  perverfity 

'bPiflerf,  attd-which  pe'r^^iis  even  of  generous 

^f  "^^  E  1  fpirits 
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•  ^   though  Chr4ftfe4cJ^d^l  ypp^j^  5Jf!?ft?ift^ 
toward  aa4'.i|iibb9ifri3gf^r;%^,  .^liPSf-BP 

bers,  who  ,h^j,4ae?Bti9bi^SBltf  f^telffi- 

^i^nowkdged  Jh§  fefn49Rfe« Jygiu'«rfete- 
Gtfme  his  /c^»9Sf!^  ^^^ftpf^Wfep  ^^fiS? 

to  afl'ert  \m^2^%^^m^  ^m^^^mF'^Yim' 

MMft  perfefWftftn9Jdimi£^^?)f3^*-fi-.49o§§8^ 
.  only  for  its  q^^n^ih^^^^fey^S^A-fP^^^^ 
laft  in  uiiWiG^riffl/feeneficence.  Yi^p^^iyf^e 
evil  with  gv6tl'y  it^iiad  been  his  principj(e, 
and,  it  would  appear,  a  noted  faying  of.hi&, 
which  his  difcJples  remeinbered  and  quoted 
;isft€r  his  f^^s^ih-,  ii  hjn(Qr>§MeJfed  to  give^an 

«bnol  adJ  modw  ^rnfrl  01  smoa  oj  n'^ihliiH 
01  sU^lcW^  ought  rjt<rpr^9f>a;^  fot  imitatjpn 
o^^i^jhumanity  of  naai^er?,:  that  gentleucrs 
lilgi^j^ability  which. appieared  in  the  wJbpIe 
j^fjf  Tf^*i5e3U>r<i's,  bchavj^  This  relates  to 
„:$h§,Trhianncr  of  coijfipffjng  benefits,  wjtvfech 
^c^^Y-often  as  material  ,a§T  the  benefits  thetn- 
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(o  ungracioufly^,  as  to  carry  the  air  of  infults 

kliiaa^f¥,  ^tliy?^^Hf^lSe"feP'4<felglAfeilea,->^ea 
%^y^^^e^?eeaved -UrftlP^dfe&M*  ^dftiii^^. 
^Mim^  ^«riiberfe(b«abno6H^^%ft^  tlie 
aSRfiv^  ka^fit^iri'Sn^^^rfe*$Ja«srfttie.lefl^r 
^Ml^feSw<feftl^aft^d\:ki#t€^t  ^ebtfi^i^f, 

c%^ '  own  dirclples.^fi<)^i  di&*|piV^^aVi'afes 
'^^efind  him  che^MngJ^j^fiAt^lpfe^^  siS^lfin 
^^Key  reftrained  th8fto\;^i9jwlii6  dfikhfetetil- 
^i^mde  who  pt^flfed^ti^dn  higijJfe&^ltJlef. 
Nay,  he  rebuked  them  for  forbidding  iictle 
children  to  come  to  him,  whom  the  fond- 
^^^^'of  the  ^rt**ftti§'ft)Ugh4t6  iiitrodii^e  to 
^'^Iff^^eEbr^^^'  M&^mAf\m  ctHldren  iht^  his 
-  ^^^fes^^tid^^l^efl^^lh^fe^-  and- pfo^ 
^^t^'efe-lo^'^riil  di^^pi?!^'^-^ eniSIeAis^ >of  ]hat 

^^fi^c^(!af^  fiftipjftf  whrtvare^^ra(^tti. 

*^TOS^  ^f'm^  ^^r?Sg^'4fiM^¥h0  fclngd^nf  of 


'<t*  Mark,  'x.  14. 

Ei  all 


liv 
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SEJRM.   all  forts  of  people,  and   readily  anfw6F6<^; 
the  queftions  they  put  to  him,,    He  ha(^b 
nothing  of  that  haughty  and  dU^nt  T^ferve' 
which^w^  fo  Gft^n,fee:maintaiiied  by  men 
of  t^':worliJ^n|^ridi!%hich    prevents  th^ii*. 
irom  holding  interoourfe   with  any.  whongtj 
thtejp  Gonfider  as  their  inferiours  ir>nii|^\;ijiffj 
tatioh  or  in  rank^     On  the  contrary,  as  o\xfti> 
Lord  was  ready  to  do  good;to  all,  fo  he 
difdalned    not   to   receive    kindnefs    from 
others;    complying    cheerfully    with    the 
dMte  of'  thofe  who:  iavited  him  to  thei^/ 
houfe«,    and    accepting   in  good  part  the- 
proffered  tokens  of  their  well-intended  re?il 
fped^.     For  fuch  inftances  of  courtefy  hte? 
was  reproached  by  the  Jews  as  one  who 
wanted  that  external  feverity  of  manners 
which  they  imagined  to  belong  to  a  prof* 
feffed  reformer  of  the  world.      But    He, 
who  knew  what  was  in  the  heart  of  marvj 
faw  that  gentlenefs  and  condefcenfion  weren 
more    effedlual    methods  of  gaining  mea;£ 
over  to  goodnefs,  than  harfhnefs  and  aufte^a 
rity  ;  and  therefore  did  not  decline  all  con- 
verfation   with    men  of  doubtful   or   ble-f 
miOied  lives,  as  long  as  there  was  any  hd|i^^l 
of  making    them    better.     It  was  indeed 

true 
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true  that  he  was,  as  they,  reproachedr  "hiea^  S-ERMiB 
a  friend  to  publicans  andftnuers ; :  .for  *  hje  *  Wiis        ^  ^  ^ 
a  friend  to  every  one  to  whom,  hie  could  dtr 
good. — At  the  fame  time,  it. is  of  importrn 
ance  to  temark,  that  this  benignity. of  oui^ 
Lord*8   manners  never  betrayed i  him  -intai 
the  oppofite   extreme,   .nev,er  degea^ratei 
iittothat  eafmefs  of  good-natUne,  which' tQQ^'. 
often  leads  men  to^  Hide:  into,  the  manae^s,! 
and  habitfi&icifiitliofev  with  whom,  thsy^ig^jgi^  [> 
verfe,  though s^Heyi carisio|  apprp ve  of  |hf^,(: 
Wherever    tht  biQier«fta,. of  ^  virtue^. >  "^fiilQh 
concerned,    ^05rr-.Sa;douri:jjss?:^si;4flfi^*ibl)5tt 
firm.    He  hddly  .lifted,  up  te;;yoi<J.g»i:^fo^q 
teftified  againll  vice  aad^CPrruf|:i9r>;iwh^;^,} 
ever  hebeheld  them.,*,  He,f?c^ly  repjtpv^e^,,^ 
the  greateft   ra^cn  .of;  tihft:mtioa  for.;  t^JjE>, 
hypocritical  jfcs«lf.^{Iut[n^  fe^ 

tity  ;  and  the  civiUjty^  ^wijfe  whigh^he  ij^,] 
entertained  iji  the  haufc>pf:^.Pharifee,  ^i4^j 
not  prevent ^him.feoiB.:in,>^eighing  fey.erely  ^. 
againft  ^hfi^yigesi^9f^Jhg^:^^  jalfe  5^^ 
pEewfl£e;:p»G  abnxili£ri- n£i' J  ^ fiaa^qn^, oj  -^^o 
-nop  j[£  yiiil'jsb  Jon  \iih  ^zo'hidi^  bnt,'  ^(|rl 

light  rp£.%.  MtM^iii^i^d  ##P?^i9ii%MjrT 
£  4  "  ana 


^  dfi-^e  MordCharaacr  if  GbrrfD 

SERM.   i»<i'  his  example  as  the  pattern   of  all  the 

,.  ^11-       offices  that  .belong:  to.  yirtuQus  fdetidftiip. 

The  Apoftles  .whtrai'  he:  chcfc.  toAw]  rtiti"!* 

mate  companions  and  friandii^ 'OwaiBun^eQ 

of  honeft  and  candid'^tDdnd's/Tiadkd  W  gucat 

plainnefk  aiHi>  fonpJidty;  of  charfe^lfeci;  pStett 

swho^'from  real  cfteem^  and  frotn^ctjn^i^bn 

<!)£  the  truth  ^ios  S3Ufii>nvHhai;'ilMtMdnfi^$ 

foil  owers^^oQ  At  w  htJ^-  jict^fth  fUflc^hgn  the 

dliadvadtages  of  hi$.^£uiQ)eiifi>stberjjiv9ri(i, 

contimj^  tofollow^hlnrtoihte^biJij^Aftdlie 

feme  >diiic,  together  wuhlLtboffe/ieflfeR^al 

primapics^  of  .wbrdi   they  vhadlalfof  great 

defeda;    They  we«e  moft  of  them  of  timid 

and  fcapfirf  difpofkion,  'of  flow  underftand^ 

ing,  back  ward  to  apprehend  fpirit^al  ihing$, 

and  ftill   prepoflcfnid  .with  the  favourite 

prejudice  of  their  nation^  that  the  promiied 

Ivfcffiah  waff  to  be  a, ^ileat.  conqueror,  who 

was  to  refcue'thciTrcoontry  .from  foreign 

fubje^ion,  and  i^aifeif  ta  empire  andgran- 

deur« — Among  thcfe  m^en  our  I^ord  pafFed 

^  al!  the   hours  of  his  private  life,    ading 

'every  part  of  an  affeiftionate : and  faithful 

r  friend,  commending^^adtrfmg,  and  repro- 

i  ving  with  great  fmcetityy  and  dt  tiie  ferae 

^  time  with  great  tendcrnefs.    In  his  manoer 

5^1  of 
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of  living  he  put  himfelf  perfaaiyj^oitallevsel  s^RM? 
with  them.  Some  of  tbettt:»lie?cHdnflured 
whh  gieateriiiiiraacjrthHniother^^p'bAtlike 
a  ^prudent  father  in  his  familjr^^callowed 
Jioiw  of  tfaem  to  afFcdt  fupcrhmtyfteycr  the 
reft,  ^ndfidiecked  ail  th^t  tended  to  jriy^y 
amimgnihem;^  :  HB^ncnrertlfla[tirred:tftenriia 
th^anfaduigki:  H^ituiver  £b6dced  themnjr^h 

(i;gi%eabk{}c<stre(!paidiM^$rthait  as^ic^ciidcfbUbk 
^l)tln  adl^e»i£oco:.Mswciiycre. : :  AgainrHml 
iflgilil^^^^-ftibuMired  i;9h»d;hsey,3tiB:ea3e  haa^" 
^i^9ai^  oiifti  huiwi^&dg  tbib«2iet^  oodi^eiiim;^ 

el;^ni«if««i^ftdftthe(td:aal)qwahbu&  pa&^rdr 
"'lmp^t*f^<jejJtriSii»ftg  hli^tKaYp^by  de^Tcfestto 
t)ttte:  evenesUbcti  tv^oitorirapptnaifierbhis  df - 
o«afe;  atidrtO'^thaiijgik  pdroxhey  vicrfe'4d- 
£%ned'lheii  lo  tidfiiiDohfX3itorki."1 3*?  oJ  ?l\\ 

bffioi^lBltCjbtioo  msv£  glyrfn  g>this^Gb}B4)k- 

S t«^-  of ilfidsiitijiiiqnd  dcdmplacttric^^d jvHlfih 
ItAdgh^  tofrpretKiibtocftig  rfiriQtids;fl[|id(<jf\tiic 

:)jtaB^,3ib  thehri-geij^ii^diaVafitflTg  -^dpehyittid 
i3«fla3nabk  p^fojatehiTMs  Jiinsdy  esdridulgtsEiice 
}o  he 
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SE  RM.  he  carried  fo- far,  that  in  one  of  the  moft  cri-^I 
v.,,^,^,^  tical  feafon&  of  his  life,  during  his<agony  m^i 
the  garden,  when  he  had  left  hi"§  <^&ip}e[fi) 
for  afhort  time,  with  a  ftrid;  charge  to  watcl> 
till  he  fltdtiftl  fe{iVii,;^tit  upon  Hi^  ktutri-r 
ing  found  thihn  aBee{5,  all  therepfrdfef  ^Mc|p^ 
tb^lt  ri^H^e^rt'de  &#  important  ^  JtinaQf^^ 

i6o2/r  *  f— Of  tfec^endernefs  of  ouf  Lord'fq 
affediionSi  and  the  conftancy  of  hrs  friend^'^ 
fhl^i  W5  haVd'a  3^^  ihftanc^^^- 

^'^^.  mixture' W-^endati^^n^^;'fiIidi"' 
piety  ""which  he.  I difcovered  durifig  th^^'* 
cruelty  of  his  laft  fufterings.  It  is  recorded '^^ 
that  when  he  hung  upon  the  crofs,  behold^^^ 
ing  John  his  beloved  difciple,  and  Mary-^ 
his  mother,  (landing  as  fpedators  below^^^ 
he  faid  to  John,  Behold  thy  mother}  and  ' 
to  Mary,  Behold  thy/on  ;  thus  committing- ' 
his  forlorn  mother  to  the  charge  of  his  T 
friend  John,  as  the  mod  facred  and  honour^  >' 
able  pledge  he  could  leave  him  of  theif^^ 
artti^ht  friendfhip.  The  heart  of  his  frien«)^c> 
melted ;  and  from  that  hour,  we  are  told', 
be^took  her  home  with  him  to  his  own  boufii^s 

..-ii':>b  It 
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It  is  Tsohn  himfelf  who  has  recorded  to  us   SERM. 
this  honourable  teftimony  of  his  mafters 
friendfhip  **     :  ]-ji.  bsrl  6it  js^.i^v  -^a  >iVf^  ;>  .&« 

JjV,./rup  example  of  Chrift  holds  fpn|> 
fojpT  jp^f  jin^itatioa,  his  ile^dy  command  of 
tempfr -  amidft   the   higheft  provocations^:, 
and   jhi^c4eady    fo^-givenefs     of    injuries. 
Though  he  had  revenge  always    in   h^^y^ 
poyyer,  hp^  po^^ftantjy  dqcllne;d  it.  .  On .^:^^ 
OQii^m  H&^/^>  ¥^^  #ci£jea  wUlied ;  |)l^^^  ^^ 
caU  d^j/y:^^  %e  |r^9Lfla  heayen  to  punii^  ihi^ 
inhofpitality  of  the  Samaritans,  4f  ^/^%",; 
and  rebuked  tbem^fayingy  ye  know  7wl  ivk^. .... 
7nanJjter  of  fpirit  ye  are  .of ;  for  the,  SQn.qf. 
Man.  is  not  come  to  dejlfoy  nun  s  liveiyjl^t, , 
to  Jave  tbem\,     \Vhen_rh§;  was  r^-y/A-^j  >^  , 
reviled  not   again^ i;  -im^Pi^j iM  fiff^re4^i h§^ , ■■ 
threatened  not,     Th^s^iaf^lts^  .which  he|5|g5eife,? 
received  from  a  •i)ru^^  ^It^tiide,  ha^t^a^ 
power  to  alt^r  the;,,^e%^nfis;a;nd  generofity  / 
of  his  difpofi.tioa;jjhfVG^ntiAued  to  befeech^ 
and   intr^at   them,  ,.\thBU;  they  fought  |f>j;. 
ch^ife  him  away  fr^pij^qiongft  them.  "NVhcf^js 
thq^T  ^cc^jfedv hin>o9lf  feipg) i i^  confederagyfn 
ivJUi  e^il  %kU§»  te  f^^fv^^K^  t^eir  iniuyisQtl^^^ 

♦   John,  xix.  26,  27.  vv:^      -j^Lukc,  ix.  55. 

'•  defa- 


6©  Qn  thcMord  Charadler  ofCbriR. 

.,■:  :^^:i\\&.'  ■  vr  nA' ^*l: 

^^^^^-   defamation  only  with  mild  and  calm  rca- 
'      "^       fbning,  that  if  Jiciiy  means  of  Satan   did 
iafl  ourSaf^^"^iks'^it^dGmj^^  divided 

againjl  itjeljt  anafo^fm'Jmna,    ^At  /his 
tnal  before .  mCfrHign  Fneu,  when  Rc  was 
'moft  rnj*iiTiouify|iT^{ecf,  and'ponSra^\<?al'l 
^w  was,  ifi'face  o?  the  court,  ft/ucfi  bV'IpSc 
of  the  High  Prieft's  officers,  wtilS^  could 
be  ipoken   more    meekly  and  reaionably 
'fnan   his  return  to  this  uiagjb,  at  a  time 
when  all  circumftances  concuc^etf  *U)  exaf- 
peratc'  f  ne  ipirii  of  an  intipcent  ra«i  i  JT  -« 
bave  fpoken  evil,  bear  njottnefs  ojihe  -  evil\ 
hut  if  ivcll^  'whyfmitLfi  thou  me*? — When 
his  enemies  were  completing  the  laft  fcene 
£>i  their  cruelty  in  putting  him  to   death, 
ail   their  barbatpus  ^wajre   and    Icurnlous 
ja^nt^;9a  thai^  occ^iC  g^^  not.  one 

'  revenp;eful  thbucrht  HvVis  breaft,  nor  drew 
.iropi  his  lips,  one  miib^c^ming  exprellion  ; 
out  on  the  contrary,  the  lafi:  accents  of  his 
-expiring   bre'ath  "went  Forth  in  that  affec- 
^^tionate  prayer  for  their  forgivenefs ;  Fathery 
*  forgive  them^  fr  they  knoiv  not'  ivhat  tbey 
4o  7— Shall  we,  my  friends,  who  have  before 
bur  evea' fuchT  ah   example  of    e^erous 
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.v>:5  \v■^cAA„^i\  ^^ 


y?/  //&(?  Moral  CharaEler  of  Chrijl, 
-jkui   hiIl:j  biri,  bhui  thr^i  vlao  ::oi3f>rniibb 


■'A 
6t 

:'  >'  .-■  c 


iafliilers,  iiave  lo  jpanvxpouv v  ..^^  „-^ 
fprbearance ,  and   |:9rgivenels  :    wruie-  He, 


4  i\'j\s'^^ 


a  coid  uni^elin^  Gilapiition  Ijiat  ne 


tormea  the  ofnce.OT  relieving  tne.aiftreaea, 

inlo  the  Jorrows  q"^  '^^  ^— 
lor  mttance,  is  tn 


s  of 'others. ,'  How  affeding:. 


enfer^d 


"-iSy^reTated 
cclioi 


-_ . ^ .    .,&«  i><?  came  nf^h 

jiioisffs;^    :o   tUorriBz^tj    ftp  .fipit  i^*?  .^s  liz-y 
/o.  the'^ate  of  the  city^  behold^  there  was  a 

dead  man  carried' Mfy\Se  only  fon  of  hk 

1 3  mother ; 


y.sn 


^  bti '•  Ut^tisMCBardaer  of  Cbrift, 

^^R^M.  mothsr^y  nn^^'^^i^matya-  ividow  ;  and  much 
v^li.      pe^ple'dW^t^  dkv  ^ai^'With  -^^^^11  the 


— V- 


circattifta-ices  ift  this ^  in^^iilenU  af€  moving 

afldqafi^dfciBg'^,  tiind  it  prefeatl)f  ikjppeared 

vi\x\\  what'tendsr  fdnfibility  oiji" 'Lord  was 

touehediauthe  fight  of  fo  mournful   a  prb^ 

ceflfiGn ;  I T  And  ^ss^btit  the  Lord  fa  iv  htr^  he 

had  compufir^t^tiny r j^otVj aa^  Jhkl  uhio.  hef^ 

M^epi^jtiMii   z{nd  hemcatAs  imU  tasmhe4it^ 

liixa:,'A(<midiJhtf:ibAt  bars  Mm  'flood,  ft'dly) 

-^XB^^kh fdMi^vO^^ung  man\\hfa^y  t^iih  ihet^ 

^m^i^^^^'-^iid'he  that  wcrs  ^Ad^yfat  up  and 

i>e^ft\\to  fp^eak ;  and  he  delivered  him  to  bis 

^ito^/-^;V>  The^whole  fcene  of  ralfing  La*- 

v2arus"frfe^  the  grave  places  our  Saviour's 

fympathy  in  .tjhe  ftrongeft  light.     As  foon 

as. 'he  came  among  the  mourning  friends, 

«lthonf?h    he  ^ knew  .the    caufe  of    their 

-liiouTning  was'-  ipeedily   to   be   removed, 

fhe*  coald    notiifbrbear  partaking   of  their 

^^XTO^'i'- He  ^^roaMed  '-and  was  trouhhd  i?t 

JpihifylaiViAv^htU  forrounded  by  a  crowd 

"i«  t^afs^  he  approached  to  the  grave  of  his 

deceafed  friend,  it  is  exprefsly  recorded,  to 

the  eternal  honour  of  his  feelings,  Jefus 

iLspt ;    and  the  Jews  fdid^  Behold^  how  he 

HOU<-.    V  #  Luke,  vli.i  2—16. 

loved 
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kved  him'^. — In  like  mann-ier- when:  Tor  SEi^M. 

.  ixr. 

^<h€  laft  time,  he  was  about  to  enter  into 

J^erii^i^iSHti,  though  th«  ceftaLa  knowledge 

jfefi^U;-;Uie  .cruelties  which  were  prepared 

ffwr.hiro. there  would   have  filled  the  breaft 

of:  any  iordinary  perfon  with  indignation 

andr'  featTed,  inftead  of  fuch  emotions,  the 

fbrefight    of  the  direful  calamities  which 

Ktmg  over  that  devoted   city   melted   his 

heart ;  .aiid  when  he  drew  near  to  it  and 

.Jitheld  it,  y&^.^e'f^f-i  pouring  forth  that  pa^ 

'theticlameiifatibn  ;  0  yerufalem^  yerufalem^ 

timu  that  ktllcft  th£  Prophets  andjloneft  them 

that :  are  fent   trnto.   thcei^  -hofw  often   would 

J' have:  gathered  thy\ children  together ,  m  a 

■htn  doth  gather  bar vbroad  under  her  'Wtngs, 

akd  ye  would  mi  loiJfitkom  hadji  known^ 

at.  hajim  this  thy  .day  y  the  things  which 

Jkelong  unto   thy  pea'ce\yy.:^idAnQw,  they   ane 

kid  froin  tjjir!€  ^yj^sl^yy^Thus^  as  a    man, 

he    indulged  ^^l  ^hs■  variable. feelings    of 

S)i)r}|vatMre,;  tg^foliWgi  Ji^i  ^im\  it  is;0ur  duty 

m.  il!?gulaLt-e  Qri?  'JjalJkliia?*^  i^o^  W  .ptirpait,e 

f;>Vb?(jvB7]nilD3i   eir!  lo.  "iforicri  ^i:;-aoJ6i's:d^ 

»    t  >....  .:    ...J. ;  -  Such 
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S  E  R  M.  Sue  H  was  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  the  founder 
of  our  religion.  A  part  only  of  his  cha- 
racter I  have  now  attempted  to  delineate t 
many  other  of  his  eminent  graces  and  vir- 
tues have  heen  left  in  the  (hade.  But  in 
what  we  have  now  contemplated  of  his 
behaviour  as  a  man  among  men,  we  behold 
a  perfed  model  of  the  condu^  we  ought 
to  hold  in  the  ordinary  intercourfc  of  fo- 
ciety  with  one  another.  We  have  feen 
him  attentive  to  every  opportunity  of  being 
beneficent  and  ufeful ;  in  his  behaviour  to 
all  men,  affable  and  obliging ;  to  his  friends, 
faithful  and  indulgent  ;  to  his  enemies, 
generous  and  forgiving  ;  to  the  diftreffed, 
full  of  tendernefs  andcompaffion.  I  might 
alfo  have  dwelt  upon  the  peaceable  fpirit  he 
difplayed  on  all  occafions  ;  his  refpe^,  as 
a  fubjedt,  to  the  civil  laws  and  government 
of  his  country  ;  difcouraging  a  fadious  and 
mutinous  fpirit ;  paying  tribute  when  de- 
manded ;  exhorting  his  followers  to  render 
unto  Cefar  the  things  which  are  Cefar*s, 
as  unto  God  thofe  which  are  God's. 
Enough  has  been  faid  to  fhcw  what  a 
blefling  it  would  prove  to   the  world,  if 

this 


iir.- 


Jffguo  3v/  ibuhaoj  Oih  lo  Tabofn  Baiisq  £ 
-6\  lo  oiiuoyt9lai  >(*i«nibio  ^rij  ni  blorl  ot 
n3»l  37«rf  aV/  .loriJonfi  ano  Hjiw  ^Jsid 
gniad  "io  '^Jinutioqqo  ^i^^^^  o^  3vi3n3j:t£  rnirf 
oJ  iifoiyfiffad  eid  ni  j  Iiilalu  bns  JnsDftanad 
,?,bxi3nl  zid  ol  { gnigildo  bnfi  aldii'Ba  ^narri  Ik 
«83im3n3  8i'd  oJ  ;  i^naglubni  bn£  luHiiB 
^bsRsiflfb  axil  oJ  ;  gnivfgiai  bn£  euoianag 
jxlglffr  I  . (xoiTbqmoD  has,  ^^m^ha^^  lo  liui 
3x1  Jniql  Dfd*J33B3q  ^dl  noqu  Jbwb  svnd  oJk 
gjs  (^3ql3i  gid  J  enoihoDo  Ik  no  b^^^iilqlib 
Jnammovog  bns  3W£l  llvb  sdj  oi  ,Bs[dul  /^ 
bn£  eyoii^fii  b  gnigBiuoalib  i  \TiciuoD  shilo 
-ab  nsdw  3JDdnJ  gni^Bq  imiqi  zuoahutn 
i^bctsi  oi  2i3woIIoi  zid  gninoifxa  ;  babfrnm 
i8*li}30  3iij  doidv/  agnidj  3xlj  -uijisO  olaii 
8*boO  37B  doidv/  alodj  boO  OJnu  |£ 
s  j£dw  v/3di  oj  biBl  nssd  zsd  d§ifonH 
"li  (bhow  3d  J  01  370-iq  bluow  Jt  ^mfblj 
^/df  '  •        • 

Vol.  V.  F 
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S  E  R  MO  N     IV. 

On  the  Wounds  of  the  Heart. 


Proverbs,  xviii.  14. 

Hhefpirlt  of  a  man  wlllfujlahi  his  injirmity : 
but  a  wounded fpir'it  who  can  bear  f 

SERM.   ^  I  'HERE  are  two  clafles  of  goods  and 
^^"j  evils  belonging  to  man  ;  thofe  which 

refpedt  his  corporeal,  and  thofe  which  re- 
fpedt  his  fpiritual  ftate.  Whatever  is  of  an 
external  nature,  is  fufficiently  the  object  of 
attention  to  all  men.  In  the  health  and  vi- 
gour of  the  body,  and  in  the  flourifhing 
ftate  of  worldly  fortune,  all  rejoice ;  and 
whatever  diminifhes  the  one  or  the  other, 
is  immediately  felt  and  lamented.  Thefe 
are  vifible  and  ftriking  objedts,  on  which 
our  fenfes  and  imagination  are  accuftomed 
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to  dwell.  But  to  procure  an  equal  atten-  sERM. 
tlon  to  what  is  inward  and  fpiritual,  is  much  .  -^-,1^ 
more  difficult.  It  is  not  eafy  to  convince 
men  that  the  foul  hath  interefts  of  its  own, 
quite  diftind  from  thofe  of  the  body,  and 
is  liable  to  difeafes  and  wounds  as  real  as 
any  which  the  body  fuiFers,  and  often  much 
more  grievous.  What  pafles  within  the 
hearts  of  men,  is  always  invilible  to  the 
public  eye.  If  it  be  of  the  pleafmg  and 
fatisfa(9:ory  kind,  they  have  no  occcafion  to 
difclofe  it;  and  if  it  be  of  a  painful  nature, 
it  is  often  their  intent  to  conceal  it.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  heart  knowetb  its  cwn  bit" 
ternefs :  and  from  its  being  fecreted  from 
public  obfervation  and  concentrated  within 
the  breaft,  it  is  felt  the  more  deeply,- — The 
fp'irit  of  a  man  will  fiijiain  his  infrmityi 
the  natural  vigour  and  courage  of  his  mind 
may  enable  him  to  furmount  the  ordinary 
diftrefles  of  life ;  to  bear  with  patience 
poverty,  ficknefs,  or  pain,  as  long  as  he  is 
Confcious  that  all  is  right  and  found  within. 
But  if  Vv^ithin  him,  the  difeafe  rankles  iii 
his  mind  and  his  heart ;  if  that  which 
fhould  fuftain  him  ferves  only  to  gall  and 
torment  him  ;  to  what  quarter  can  he  then 
i^2  look 
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S  E  R  M.  look  for  relief,  or  to  what  medicine  apply, 
when  that  which  fhould  have  cured  his 
other  wounds  is  itfelf  difeafed  and  wound- 
ed ?  -^  wounded fpirit  who  can  bear  ?  y^ii  1 

The  fpirit  or  foul  of  man  is  wounded 
chiefly  by  three  caufes  ;  by  Folly,  by  Paf- 
fion,  by  Guilt.  ,  ,-    ^, 

I.  It  is  wounded  by  Fojly  ;  that  is,  by 
vain,  light,  and  improper  purfuits ;  by,  a 
conduct,  which  though  it  fhould  not  be 
immediately  criminal,  yet  is  unfuitable  to 
one's  age,  character,  or  condition  in  the 
world.  Good  fenfe  is  no  lefs  requifite  in 
our  religious  and  moral  behaviour,  than  it 
is  in  our  worldly  affairs.  Whoever  de- 
parts far  from  the  plain  track  of  fober  and 
reafonable  condud:,  fhall,  fooner  or  later, 
undergo  the  confequences  of  a  difeafed  and 
wounded  fpirit. — It  often  happens,  that 
under  the  notion  of  innocent  pleafure  and 
amufement,  of  only  following  their  hu- 
mour and  indulging  their  tafle,  while,  as 
they  fay,  they  hurt  no  man,  and  violate  no 
material  duty,  many  go  on  for  a  time,  in 
a  courfe  of  the  mofl  egregious  follies,  and 
all  along  conceive  themfdves  to  be,  if  not, 
8  very 
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very  virtuous,  at  leaft  very  indfFenfive  men.  s  E  RM 
The  cafe  is  the  fame  with  the  difeafes  of  the  .  ^"' 
mind  as  with  the  difeafes  of  the  body. 
They  lurk  for  a  time  unperceived.  The 
feeds  of  them  may  be  working  within, 
while  the  perfon  affected  imagines  himfelf 
to  be  in  perfed  health :  but  at  length 
a  crifis  comes,  which  brings  the  fecret 
venom  forth,  aiKi  makes  all  its  malignity  be 
felt. 

-  In  this  age  of  diflipation  and  luxury  in 
which  we  live,  how  many  avenues  are  con- 
ftantly  open  that  lead  to  the  Temple  of 
Folly  ?  To  how  many  temptations  are  all, 
but  efpecially  the  young  and  the  gay,  ex- 
pofed,  to  fquander  their  whole  time  amidft 
the  circles  of  levity,  and  haunts  of  pleafure  ? 
By  idlenefs  and  extravagance,  and  the  vain 
ambition  of  emulating  others  in  the  fplen- 
did  fhow  of  life,  multitudes  run  into  expence 
beyond  their  fortune.  The  time  whicfi 
fhould  be  employed  in  training  them  for 
future  fignificance  in  the  world,  they  lofe 
in  frivolous  amufements  and  purfuits ;  or 
in  the  midft  of  thefe,  bury  the  fruits  of  any 
good  education  they  had  already  received. 
Idle  affociates  are  ever  at  hand  to  aid  them 
Fi  in 
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SERM.   in  inventing  new  plans  of  deftroying  tlic. 

..^^^  time.  If  that  fatal  engine  of  mifchief,  the 
gaming  table,  then  attracts  -and  enfnares 
them,  their  career  of  folly  will  foon  be  com- 
pleted ;  the  gulf  of  deftrudion  opens,  a^n^ 
ruin  is  at  hand.  ,        ^^_: 

Suppofing    fome    incident    to    befal,   «^a 
befal   at  fome   time  it   muft,    which   fhall 
awaken  perfonsof  this  defcription  from  their, 
dreams  of  vanity  ;  which  fhall  open  their 
eyes  to  the  time  that  they  have    mifpent,. 
and  the  follies  which  they  have  committed  ; 
then,  alas !   what  mortifying  and  difquieting 
views  of  themfelves  will  arlfe  ?  How,many  • 
galling    remembrances    will    crowd    upon 
their  minds  ?  They  fee  their  youth  thrown 
away  in  diihonourable  or  trivial  purfuits ; 
thofe   valuable    opportunities   which   they 
once  enjoyed,  of  coming  forward  with  dif- 
tinction  in  the  world,  now  irretrievably  loft ; 
their  characters  tarniflied  and  funk  in  the 
public   eye;    and    the     fortune,    perhaps, 
which  they  had  inherited   from  their  an- 
ceftors,   wafted   among    idle    companions. 
They  behold  around  them  the  countenances 
of  tlicir  friends,  angry  and  difpleafed.     To 
fhe  grave   and  tlic  refpedable,  they  dare 
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nor  look  up.  They,  with  whom  they  once  S  E  R  M. 
ftarted  in  the  race  of  life  as  their  equals,  ,_^^^ 
have  now  got  far  before  them ;  they  are 
obliged  to  refpe(ft  them  as  their  fuperiours, 
and  with  (hame  to  view  themfelves  left  be- 
hind, difgraced  and  difhonoured. — Can  any 
fituation  be  more  humbling  and  mortifying 
than  this?  Is  not  this  to  fufFer  in  a  high 
degree  the  mifery  of  a  wounded  fpirit, 
when  a  man  fees  that  by  mere  thoughtleif- 
nefs  and  folly,  he  has  expofed  and  degraded 
himfelf ;  beholds  his  charad:er,  his  health, 
his  intereft,  fmking  in  the  world  ;  and  is 
fenfible  that  with  his  own  hands,  and  by 
his  own  blind  and  ill-judged  condu£l,  he 
has  brought  this  ruin  on  himfelf? — Con- 
fcience  now  begins  to  exert  its  authority, 
and  lift  its  fcourge.  At  every  ftroke  it  in- 
fli6ls,  the  wounds  of  the  heart  open  and 
bleed  :  and  though  it  exercife  not  the  fame 
dread  feverity  as  when  it  upbraids  us  with ' 
notorious  crimes,  yet  ftill  it  is  the  voice 
of  God  within,  rebuking  and  punifhing 
reafonable  creatures  for  folly  as  well  as' 
for  guilt  ;  nor  indeed  are  follies  of  fuch  a 
kind  as  have  been  defcribed,  ever  free  from 
many  ftains  of  guilt. 

I  \  11.  If: 
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S,f:jlMr  11.  Ik  by  Folly  thefpirit  is  thus  liable  to 
be  wounded,  it  i&^-expofed -by.  Paflioa  to 
wounds  ftill  more  fevere.:  Pafiions  are  thofe 
ftrong  emotions  ©f  the  mind  which. impel 
it  to  dcfire,  and -to  a£t,  with  Yehemence. 
When  diFe^ied  towards  proper  objeds,  aad 
kept  within- jtrft  bounds,- they  poflefs  aq 
ufeful  place  in  ^ouif  framj$  ; -they  add  vigour 
and  energy  to  the  mind,  and  enable  it^i  on 
great  occafions,  to  a6t  with  uncommon 
force  and  fuccefs  J  but  they  always  require 
the  government  and  reftralnt  of  reafom 
It  is  in  the  mind,  juftasit  is  in  thebody. 
Every  member  of  the  b6dy  is  ufeful,  and 
ferves  fome  good  purpofe.  But  if  any  onfe 
fwell  to  an  enormous  fize,  it  prefently  be- 
fcbmes'a  difeafe.  Thus,  when  a  man's  paf. 
fions  go  on  in  a  calm  and  moderate  train, 
and  ho  Gbje(3:  has  taken  an  inordinate 
koldof  any  of  them,  his  fpiriti's  in  this  part 
Tound,  and  his  life  proceeds  with  tranquil- 
lity. But  if  any  of  them  have  been  fo  far 
ipdulged,  and  left  without  reftraint^  as  to  . 
nin  into  excefs,  a  dangerous  blow  will  then 
be  given  to  the  heart.  Suppofing,  foif  In- 
ftance,  that  fome  paffion,  even  of  the  natufe 
of  thofe  which  are  reckoned  innocent,  iha'U 
fo  far  feize  a  man  as  to  conquer  and  over- 

po-we^ 
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power  him,  his  tranquillity  will  be  deftroyed.    s  E  RM. 
The  balance  of  his  foul  is  loft ;  he  is  no 
longer  his  own  mafter,  nor  is  capable  of  at- 
tending properly  to  the  offices  of  life  which 
are  incumbent  on  him,  or  of  turning  his 
thoughts  into  any  other  diredion  than  what 
pafliori  points  out.     He  may  be  fenfible  of 
the  wound.     He  feels  the  dart  that  is  fix^d 
in  his  breaft,  but  is  unable  to  extrad:  it.  ,v, 
,     But  the  cafe  becomes  infinitely  worfe. 
if  the  pafiion  which  has  feized  a  man  be 
of  the  vicious  and  malignant  kind.  Let  him 
be  placed  in  the  moft  profperous  fituation  of 
life  ;  give  him  external  eafe  and  affluence  to 
the  full ;  and  let  his  charadter  be  high,  and 
applauded  by  the  world  :  yet,  if  into  the 
heart  ,of  this  man  there  has   ftolen  fome 
.dark  jealous  fufpiciony  fpm^  rankling  envy, 
ibmc  pining  difcontent ;  that    inftant    his 
temper  is  foured,  and  poifon   is  fcattered 
over  all  his  joy^.  He  dwells  in  fecret  upon 
:his  vexations    and    cares,    and    while   the 
prowd   admires  his  profperity,    he   envies 
the  more  peaceful  condition  of  the  peafaqt 
and  the  hind.     If  his  paffions  chance  to  be 
■tof  tht€  jcnore  fierce  and  outrageous  nature, 
,  the  painful  f^elin^s  they  produce  will  be 
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SERM.  ftill  more  intenfe  and  acute.  By  violent 
^,„^„J...^  paffions  the  heart  is  not  only,  wounded,  but 
lorn  and  rent.  As  long  as  a  man,  is  under 
the  workings  of  raging  ambition,  difap- 
pointed  pride,  and  keen  thirft  for  revenge, 
he  remains  under  immediate  torment.  Over 
his  dark  and  fcowling  mind,  gloomy  ideas 
continually  brood.  His  tranfient  fits  of 
merriment  and  joy,  are  like  beams  of  light 
breaking,  occafionally,  from  the  black  cloud 

that  carries  the  thunder.^ What  greatly 

aggravates  the  mifcry  of  fuch  perfons  is, 
that  they  dare  make  no  complaints.  When 
the  body  is  difeafed  or  wounded,  to  our 
friends  we  naturally  fly ;  and  from  their 
fympathy  or  afliftance  expe£l:  relief.  But 
the  wounds  given  to  the  heart  by  ill-go- 
verned paffions,  are  of  an  opprobrious  na- 
^  ture,  and  muft  be  ftifled  in  fecret.  The  flave 
of  paflion  can  unbofom  himfelf  to  no  friend ; 
and,  inftead  of  fympathy,  dreads  meeting 
with  ridicule  or  contempt. — How  intole- 
rably wretched  muft  the  condition  of  Haman 
have  been,  when,  before  all  his  aflembled 
friends,  he  was  reduced  to  make  this 
humbling  confeflion  of  his  ftate  ;  that,  in 
^he   height  of  royal  favour,    and  in  the 

midft 
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midll  of  the  utmoft  magnificence  and  gran-   s  E  R  M. 
deur,  "  all  availed  him  nothing,  fo  long  as  * 

"  he  faw  his  rival,  Mordecai  the  Jew,  fit-» 
"  ting  at  the  King's  gate !" 

III.  The  wounds  which  the  heart  re* 
ceives  from  guilt,  arc  productive  of  ftill 
greater  pain  and  mifery,  than  any  which 
have  been  already  mentioned.  If  beyond 
being  mifled  by  folly,  or  overcome  by  paf- 
fion,  a  man  be  confcious  to  himfeif  of  ha- 
ving deliberately  committed  deeds  of  in- 
juflice  or  cruelty  ;  of  having,  perhaps,  by 
wicked  arts,  feduced  the  innocent  and  un- 
w^ary,  to  fall  the  miferable  victims  of  his  li- 
centious pleafures  ;  of  having  ruined,  by  his 
difhonefty,  the  unfufpicious  trufting friend; 
of  having  amaffed  wealth  to  himfeif,  by 
fraud  and  oppreffion,  from  the  fpoils  of  the 
induftrious :  in  fuch  and  fimilar  cafes,  deep 
and  lading  is  the  fling  which  is  fent  into  the 
heart. 

I  am  aware  of  the  arts  which  have  been 
devifed  by  criminal  men  to  fhelter  them- 
fclves  from  the  attacks  of  confcience ;  of 
the  fceptical  principles  to  which  they  have 
recourie  j  and  of  the  felf-deceiving  opinions 

with 
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SERM.   ■with  which  they  flatter  themfelves  concern- 

"    TV  •  • 

ing  their  own  charader,    concerning  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  and  the  allowances  which 
they  hope  will   be  made  for  human  in- 
firmity and  flrong   temptations.     But  all 
thofe  palliatives  of  guilt  are  no  other  to 
the  foul,  than  the  empirick  medicines  that 
are  applied  to  the  difeafes  of  the-  bod5^; 
which  difguife  thedifeafe,  without  removing 
it ;  which   procure  a  little  temporary  eafe, 
and  conceal  from  the  patient  the  danger  of 
his  ftate  ;  but  drive  the  diftemper  to  the 
■vitals,  and  make  it  break  forth  in  the  end 
y(ith   redoubled   force.     Thus   may  thofe 
dangerous  opiates  of  confcience   foothe   a, 
man  for  a  while,  in  the  days  of  his  profpe- 
rity.       Amidfl   the   buftle    of  adtive   life, 
^ndas  long  as  the  flufter  of  gay  and  youth- 
ful, fpirits  lafts,  he  may  go  on  in  the  com- 
^iflion  of  many  crimes  with  fmoothnefs 
and  feeming  peace.     But  let  the  fober  and 
ferious  hour  come,  which,  fooner  or  later, 
muft  come  to  all ;  let  the   amufements  of 
jife  be  withdrawn,  and  the   man   be  left 
Alone  to  his  own  reflections ;  the  power. of 
^tuth'will  fooa  prove  too  ftrong  for  all  that 
is  oppofed  to  it,  and  pierce  into  his  heart. 
;^-v.  The 
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The  voice  of  nature,  of  confcience,  S  E  R  M. 

'  IV. 


arid  of  God,  will  make  itfelf  be  heard 
within  him.  He  will  feel  that  he  is  a 
wretch.  He  will  become  defpicable  in  his 
own  fight.  He  will  become  fenfible  that 
all  good  men  have  reafon  to  hate  him,  and 
that  the  juft  Governor  of  the  v/orld  has  rea- 
fon to  piiniih  him.  Confcience,  bringing 
to  remembrance  all  his  fecret  crimes,  will 
hold  them  up  to  his  view  with  this  fearful 
infcription  'written   upon   them,  God  will 

brmg  every  work  into  judgment, ^Hence 

the  haggard  look,  and  the  reftlefs  couch, 
days  never  free  from  bitternefs,  and  nights 
given  lip  to  remorfe  ' 

Thli  rembrfe"  will  prey  the  deeper  oa 
the  bad  man's  heart,  if  it  fhall  happen,  as 
it  fometimes  doe's,  that  there  was  a  period 
in  liis  life  wheri  he  was  a  ditFerent  man  ; 
when,  having  been  educated  by  virtuous 
parents  in  fober  and  religious  principles, 
and  being  as  yet  uncorrupted  by  the  world, 
he  paiTed  his  days  without  reproach  or 
blame.  The  recolledtion  of  what  he  thea 
felt,  compared  with  the  ftate  into  which 
he  has  now  brought  himfelf  by  forfeited 
integrity  and  hcaour,  will  wring  his  heart 

with 
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SERM.  with  M  remembrance.  "  Once  I  knew 
"  what  it  was  to  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of 
"  innocence,  and  to  take  pleafure  in  the 
"  thoughts  of  heaven,  when  my  hands  were 
"  unftained  and  my  mind  was  pure.  Then 
"  I  was  ever  cheerful,  eafy,  and  free.  Hea- 
"  ven  and  earth  feemed  to  fmile  upon  me. 
"  My  nights  were  peaceful,  and  my  days 
"  were  pleafant.  -  Innocent  joy3  and  com^ 
'^  fortable  hopes  were  ever  at  hand  to  en- 
"  tertain  my  folitary  hours. — Where  now 
*'  are  thefe  gone  ?  Why  am  I  thus  fo  al- 
"  tared  and  changed  from  what  I  was,  and 
"  fo  uneafy  to  myfelf  ?  What,  alas  !  have  I 
"  gained  by  thofe  worldly  purfuits  and  am- 
"  bitious  plans  which  feduced  me  from 
"  the  plain  and  fafe  paths  of  integrity  and 
«  virtue  !" 

•  Such  are  the  wounds  of  the  fpirir,  occa^ 
fioned  either  by  folly,  by  paffion,  or  by  guilt*, 
and  tod  often  by  a  complication  of  all  the 
three  together.  For  though  they  be  of  fepa- 
rate  confideration,  and  each  of  them  may  be 
felt  in  a  different  degree,  yet  they  are  feldom 
parted  wholly  afimder  from  one  anofhcf." 
folly   gives  rife  to  unreftrained   and -dif- 

orderly 
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orderly  paflions.     Thefe  betray  meA  into   SERM. 
atrocious  crimes  ;  and  the  wretched  finfter 
is  ftung  as  by   a  three- headed  fnake  ;    at 
once,  reproached  by  reafon  for  his  folly,- 
agitated  by   fome   flrong  paffion,  and  tor- 
tured with  a  confcious  fenfe    of  guHt- — 
When  thefe  diforders  of-the  mind  arifc'to 
their  height,  they  are,  of  all  miferies,  the 
moft  dreadful.     The  vulgar  misfortunes  of 
life,  poverty,  ficknefs,  or  the  lofs  of  friends, 
in  comparifon  with  them,  are  trivial  evils. 
Under  fuch  misfortunes,  a  man  of  tolerable 
fpirit,  or  of  a  moderate  fhare  of  virtue,  will 
be  able  to  find  fome  confolation.  But  under 
the  other,  he  can  find  none.     What  is  but 
too  decifive  as  to  the  degree  in  which  they 
furpafs  all  external  evils,    they  are  thofe 
wounds  of  the  fpirit,  the  fhame  of  foliy^ 
the  violence   of  paffion,  and  the  remorfe 
for  guilt,  which  have  fo  frequently  pro- 
duced  that  fatal  crime,  {o   much  the  re- 
proach of  our  age  and  our  country;  which 
have  driven  men  to  the  moft  abhorred  of 
all  evils,  to  death  by  their  own  hand,  in 
order  to  feek  relief  from  a  life  too  embit- 
tered to  be  endured. — Far  from  each  of 
us  be  fuch  defperate  calamities  I — But,  if 

it 
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SER  M.  it  be  the  certain  tendency  of  thofe  wounds. 

^  •  ^  of  the  heart,  to  introduce  the  greateft  dif- 
quictude  and  tnifery  into  the  life  of  man, 
then,  from  what  has  been  faid,  let  ufr  be 

In  the  firft  place,  to  give  the  moft  fe- 
rious  and  vigilant  attention  to  the  govern- 
ment of  our  hearts.  It  may  be  thought 
by  fome,  that  the  formidable  reprefentation 
I  have  given  of  the  miferable  effects  of  a 
wounded  fpirit,  attaches  only  to  them  who 
have  gone  to  the  utmoft  lengths  in  folly  or 
paflion ;  but  that,  by  fome  more  temperate 
regulation  of  condudt,  indulgence  maybe 
given,  without  harm,  to  the  free  gratifica- 
tion of  certain  favourite  defires. — Be  af- 
fufed,  my  brethren,  that,  under  ideas  of 
this  kind,  there  lies  much  felf-deception. 
Suppoiing  it  in  your  power  to  Hop  at  fomd 
given  point  without  rulhing  into  the 
greaJteft  diforders,  •  ftill  you  would  fufFer 
from  the  licence -you^had  taken  to  drop  the 
go\'ernment  of  your  hearts.  ■  The  lefler 
criminal  never  efcapes  Without  his  fliare  of 
i^unifhment.  la  proportion- to  the  quan- 
Iky'you  have  drunk-out  of  the  poifoned 
•«*-'  -^  <  .yj  'cup 
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cup  of  pleafnre,-  you  wtll  feeV  youp* Inward  s  e  R  M". 
health  and  foundnef8^  impaired  ;-ofi  to.fol-  ^  ^^' 
low  the  -metaphor  ,  of  the  .^cK^ty,  no^bya 
deep  wound,  only,  bijt  by  ©very  lighter- 
hurt  given  to  the  heart,  you  will  fufFer  in 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  which  makes  the 
c4rmfort-o£  life*  -  -  -^  ^-^^r^  ^^^  ,,.,^  ^,t 
-But  befides  this  GOhfidewtion,  ftridat* 
lention  is  the  more  requifite  ^o  the  gove^a-^ 
ment  of  the  heart,  as  the  farft.introdu<9:ioii 
to' thofe  difordei-s  which  fptead  their  confef 
quences.fo  deep  and  wide,  is  for  the  raojl 
part  gradual  and  infenfible,  and  made  by 
latent  fteps.  Did  all  the  evil  clearly  {hew 
itlelf  at  the  beginning,  the  danger  would  be 
lefs.  But  we  are  imperceptibly  betrayed,  and 
from  one  incautious  attachment  drawn  on 
to  another,  till  the  government  of  our  heart$ 
be  at  laft  utterly  loftjj  and  wounds  in- 
fiiifted  there,  whic^M^r^  not  to  be  healed 
without  much  fliame,  penitence,  and  i;ci* 
morfe.— How  much  does  this  call  for  the 
attention  of  youth  in  particular,  w^hofe  raw 
and  unexperienced  minds  are  fo  apt  to  be 
caught  by  every  new  and  enticing  ob|9(5^ 
tha^ is  held  forth  to  their  paffions?  Ho^- 
ftniach  does  it  eoncern  them  to  beware,  of 
;jT' Vol.  V.  G  the 
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SERM.   the  commencements  of  evil,  and  to  liften  to 

''      "  *       the  admonitions  of  the  grave  and  the  wife, 

who  have  gone  through   thofe  dangerous 

paths   on   which   they   are   beginning   to 

enter  ^  Let  them  never  give  up  their  hearts 

profufdy  '  i&]  aiay  'attach  ment,  without  the 

countenance  6^  reafon   and  religion.     Let 

th^m  (hut  their  ears  to  the  fedudions  of 

"feilly  and  vice,  and  look  with  wary  eye  to 

4hofe  rocks  go  'c^hich  fo  many  others  have 

%lit.^Nor  "is^  It  only  t6  y^Uthl^hat  this 

^^admonition  belongs*     To  the- levities  and 

ipaiSons ;  of  yoiith  fucceed  the  more  fober 

f^llk^^f  advancing  years  ;  which,  under  fk 

graVer  appearance,  are  no  lefs  liable  to  feize 

,^nd  wound  the  heart.  From  the  firfl  to  the 

•^aft  of  man's  abode  on  earth,  the  difcipline 

1^'  perpetually  requifite  of  keeping  the  heart 

iv'ith  all  diUgmct)  guarding  it  from  what- 

c^vet"  would  annoy  its  healthy  and  found 

c^ftatc  ;  as  out  oftbejsaati  at&4^be  ijfues  jsklHf^ 

In  the  feeond  plaeii^J'lt  dearly  appears, 
from  what  has  b?en  faid,  how  much  reafon 
^  ill  have'tty^jbint^  praryi^it  W  Almighty 
,CJ6xJ,  in  additioa'td  btir  Grwn  endeavours  of 
V^^-  -    -  guarding 
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^guarding  and  governing  our  fpints ;  1)6-  SEUM. 

feechin^   Him  who  made  the  heart,  and 

who  knows. all  its  errors  and  wanderings,  to 

«,^jd  and  profper  us  by  his  grace  in  this  dif- 

.JBcult  undertaking*      Well  muft  he   who 

knows  any  thing  of  himfelf  at  all,  know 

^ow  greatly  divine  affiftance  is  needed  here, 

and  how  little  we  can  depend  upon  ouf- 

felves  without  it*     ^ on  deceitful,  as  well  as 

4efpcrately /wicked^  2iXQ0ux  hearts  ;  and  after 

1^1  our  pretences  to  ability  and  wifdom,  hojv 

often,  by  the  fedudlions  of  folly  and -of 

paffion,  have  the  wife^  the  learned,  and  the 

admired,  been  fhamefully  carried  away? — 

Moft  earneftly  to  be  deiired  is  that  blelfing 

promifed  in  the  Gofpel,  of  a  new  heart  and 

'-a;Mw  fpirit^  which  Ihall  render,  us  fuperiar 

^■the  stacks  af'-viawl;'y>  and  vice.     Who  can 

)v.nderjiand  his  err^rrt  Cleanfe  me^  O  God^ 

fromfecretfaukti  '^Gretite  in  me  a  clean  heart, 

and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me.     'That 

which  I  fee  not,  teach  thou  me ;  and  lead  mi 

iiol£3T  i-foum  wed  ,bhh  ns^d  ?liI  ir.<\-rr  m6i^' 
vufeffi^?^®  laft  place,,  all  that  has  been  faid 
^tlie  fubjedt  tends  to  imprefs  us  with  a 
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SEAm.  ienfe  ofthis  awful  truth,  that  the  Great 

^^'       God  hath  already  begun  to  puniih  bad  men 

for  their  fins  and  vices.     You  fee  his  hand 

clearly  marked  in  all  that  they  are  made  to 

fufFer  by  the  \younded  Spirit.  You  fee  that 

he  has  not  delayed  all  retribution  to  anotli^r 

world  ;  but  hath  in  this  world  begun  to  a£t 

as  a  Governour  and  a  Judge  ;  (hewing,  by 

an  eftablifhed  order  of  things,  that  while  he 

-  i^Ves  the  righteous,  he  hatdh  all  the  rvorkers 

if.huquity.r.WX^^  ^  wildom    peculiar    to 

,  titnfelf,  he  hath  made  the  punilliments  due 

to  finners  to  arife  diredlly  from  their  own 

behaviour,  and  to  be  inflicted  by  their  oWn 

hands.     He  hath  no  occafion  to  fend  forth 

bifeftroying  angels  againll  them  ;  the  thun- 

:  deF>*^hich;i8  ever  in  his  hands,  needs  not  be 

Yfipinted  at.  the  heads  of.  the  guilty.^ ^^He 

need  only  leave,  tberti  tp  themfelyes^  and 

prefently  their  wickedp.ejs  begins  to  reprove 

■  t^epfi  a7}d  their _hachfll4ings  .t^  cprre£l  tbem^ 

:  tHl  t]^^fu)ly,  fee  aq^/eel  w^iat  dco.t'oil  thing 

:\M7td  biti^r .iti.V-'aSy-^to  dep(irt  fro?n  the  Lord 

ihari  iGM, : : . , Qt^fcigV!^,  ^i^^^^  •. their,  hearts 

are  bleeding  v?ithA?>,wf |>epj,, that  they  are 

i.:oaly  rexiftn^rJk  ffflk^fq^h^fiW^^  doings^ 

nsdio)  :  ".^,  he 
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the  fenfe  of  deferving  what  they  fufFer,  both 
aggravates  the  fuffering,  and  forces  them  to 
itcknowledge  the  juftice  of  it.    -  -  -  f  ■     ■  • 
;'   When  we  behold  fuch  plaiti  marks  of 
wife    and    jufl:   government   taking   place 
among  rtien,  who  fhall -take  upon  him  to 
J^ay'^'llhat  all  things  come  alike  to  all  men, 
ajad  tfet  there  is  no  more  than  a  promif- 
cuous  diftribution  of  good  and  evil  by  Pro- 
vidence on  earth  ?  However  it  may  feem  in 
appearance,  it  is  far  from  being  fo  in  rea- 
lity.    We  look  to  the  outfide  of  things. 
"We  are  dazzled  with  that  tinfel  glare  whifeh 
'profperity   fometimes  throws   around  the 
worthlefs  and  the  wicked.     But -what 'is 
that  to  true  happinefs  and  felf-enjoyment;? 
^ften,  how  little  connedted  with  It  ?   Could 
*'you  look  into  the  hearts  of  men,  another 
r  feene  vvbuld  pi)en.  '^'^bix  would  fee  many 
'a  hbafi:  woiindeB'  a8d  bleeding   in  feerer, 
''  iro^J  a"^  guilty" cbiife^tice  and  remembered 
'"crimes,  whir^giiyt'ooks  were  affectedly  put 
/^'On    before    the    world.       Comparing    this 
^ galled  and  difffefled  ftate  of  mind,   with 
the  free  and  eafy,  the  light  and  difencum- 
(iered  fpirit  of  a  worthy  and  virtuous  man, 
*'©Vra  under  the  prefTures  of  life,  you  would 
^''  G  3  forbear 
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sfeS-M.  forbear  to  charge  Providence,  and  would 
:i^^l^_^   J'eadily  acknowledge,  that  though  the  exter- 
nal diftribution  of  the  world's  goods  be  pro- 
mifcuous,  the  internal  allotment  t)fhappine{s 
5§  iiieafured  by  the  real  characters  of  men* 

'' On  the  whole,  let  us  hold  fall  by  this 

gr^at  truth,  and  by  it  govern  our  livesj ' 
that  every  man's  real  happinefs  or  mifery 
is  made,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Creator, 
to  depend  more  on  himfelf,  and  on  the 
proper  government  of  his  mind  and  heart, 
than  upon  any  external  thing,  or  than  upon 
&11  external  things  put  together  ;  that  for 
thbfe  who  ferve  God,  and  fludy  to  keep 
their  confcience  clear  from  guilt,  God  hath 
prbvided  peace  and  comfort  on  earth,  as 
well  as  rewards  hereafter ;  but,  faith  my 
God^  there  U  no  peace  to  the  wicked, 

,,   J^/li/RD&t  I^.J4H#.f^n35  33nUOV£l  U  8£,W    -^A 

J  ti^itJwl^  i)3Tj))fi3T  *iTfi  bhow  adi  m  a^obidifb 
:  afij JI0  fioiiiali;^  bn£  •labio  a/I^  01  in^iv 

/ 1)  J/  714a  i  aloif  w  3d3  ]to.  boog  ^di.  loi;  lad  J 

-  •sdt.faswIsi.xiaD  78?iJ  ^abdw  9dj  Ito  boqg  eiif? 

&3mi3-Jto    ad    oj    ekubivibni   1q    ii^iqjjni 

^i) 'i>  apiiiib'/^i  .3fiT     .bbir.oJ  ba^tWo 


-«jicj[  3d  cboo^  .;  bhow  3fIJ  lo  nobudhfiib  Imt 

iiii?  yd  hd\  hlod  zu  l3l  ^sfoiiv/  arli  nOv--^- 

,:i03£t?-iD  3jdj  lo  Jaf>at3moqqii  eiii  T(d  tsb£m  ^i 

^rmsd  bn^  bfiim  aid  io  jaainnisyog  i^qotii 

^iqI  Jiidi  ;  iitog4^ltjfiS§£;^4   fenialz^  Ik 
q32i  ot  vl}^^-^^  ^^■'^  tboQ  .'3rYiiA  orfw  slodi 

AMONG  many  antient  philofophers  it  SERM. 
was  a  favourite  tenet,  that  all  feeming 
difordcrs  in  the  world  are  rendered  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  order  and  perfedion  of  the 
univerfe ;  or,  that  all  things  work  toge- 
ther for  the  good  of  the  whole  :  But  to 
this  good  of  the  whole,  they  conceived  the 
intereft  of  individuals  to  be  oft-times 
obliged  to  yield.  The  revelation  of  the 
jC  4  OofpeJ 
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Gofpel  has  opened  to  us  a  higher  and  more 
comfortable  proipetl.    For  it  affures  \is  not; 
only  of  the  direct  tendency  of  all  things  t?h 
general  order,  but  to  the  confumn^ate  hdifrf, 
pinefs  of  every  individual  who  loves  and 
ferves  God.     While  the  Deity  is  ever  car- 
rying on  the  general  fyftem  of  things  to  its: 
proper  prefe<^ioa,  the  interefk  of  no  one 
good  man  is  facrificed  in  any  point  to  pr<xF. 
mote,  this  end  j  but  his  life  is,  at  the  farti^ 
tim€j  a  fyftem  complete  within  itfelf,  wher©- 
all  things  are  made  to  confpire  for  bringingN 
about  his   felicity.'     We  krifiw^    fays    thei- 
Apoftle  in  my  text,  that  is,  we  are  afiur^^' 
not  by  doubtful  reafonings  with  regard  W^ 
which  the  wifeft  might  be  perplexed,  but 
by^aij divine  pro mife. on-  which  the  (implex 
Cjan  licmly  rely,  ihhX.  £di  tbhigs  work  together- 
fo^igtod  to  them  that.lbtje  God,  to'  therh  '*$jk^^ 
arc  iM  called  accordlng^ittt  hh  pi/rpxfi.  ■  \\^^\ 
'TJ^Is  is  that  c-apital ' encouragement  of  f^4 • 
ligion,  which  virtuftlly  contains  in  itf^f  aH- 
the  other  promifes  irnade  in'Scripttite  tdii 
the  righteous,  and-^^ifee  affulliand^exiifterdnti; 
fountain,    divides    ilfelf  into   a   thojifand; 
fli^eams  to  refrefh  the  li^e.^f -man  xvit!i"  con**!" 
folation  and  joy.    It  will  therefore  de^rve 
'  our 
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our  very  full  and  parti^tikiK-ie*'f^fi^t^Md?iV' 
both  as  to  the  extent 'tyfl'i?i^*3a{}i"atetnent 
givetii  and  the  fevldent6'^6rl''*v(^fch'fcfut  aflu- 
vmtt  of  it  teftAI^*^^^^^-^  ^^  ^^-"^  fi^uio  urijii^/j 
.b.ii>  ,.:yJoi  odw  kublvlbni  ^'iov^  'io  alv^ruc] 
(i::H®'v6rfli  thtng  wfjkH'iWuld^ier^  drai^ 
our««ttze^tidhis,  the  char^^Nof  thole  to 
whom  rthe  encourageme»'50d^^he  texl  is 
appropriated.     For  it  is^^evkiently  notgivM. 
indiferlnwnately  lo  all^  baii  Umiiedfiy  M§h^ 
as  love  Gad^'dioditire  the  called  ac4^f^in^^9ii^ 
JjIs purpofe  ; .  that  is,  chofen  by  him  to  eteriiMt 
life^    ,But    left  the  latter  part   of  this *<ie«^ 
fcription  {hould  appear  too  fecret  andiiiiyfX- 
tefiou^ :p)-  afford   the    encouragemientd  bfi^ii 
teude^f ijt is cljeared  tip  by  the  firftandj^^t- 
planatory   character,   tb£m   that  love  God. 
Here  is  fomething  plain  and.  fatisfa (Story  on 
wJjich  we  can  reft.     We  need  not  fay,  W^ho 
ihallafcend  into  heaven  in  order  to  bring  us 
down,  frotn  thence:  anyliinformatlon,  whe- 
ther our  names 'be -v^ritten  in  the  i)ook  ef 
life  ?  It  is  fufficient'toilook  into  Oi]ft-felve'JS^ 
and  the  ftate 'of  oar- -heark^^  ^fTi^-^B^HY^ 
"jeryinigh  unto  thte,  in  '4hy  fii^ifl^^  a?tB%^Wj'^- 
hcantthMt  ti!m^:77m^^4i^^if^^^^^hhf^^^ 

•  Dcut.  xx::.  :^. 

lovf 


gt>o  Oh  aiiS'bingi  'Workhig  togdljer 

loveC&d  and,  they  who  ^ft^tbe  tdied  dt^ 
cording  to  his  purpofe^  are  the  fame.  Di^^^ 
vine  love  is  the  facred  character  which~> 
marks  thofe  who  SiXt  fealed  unto  the  dap 
of  redemption , — This  love  of  God  is  not  tc^^ 
be  underftood  as' fignifying  merely  fon>#^ 
occafional  ardour  of  afFedion  :  it  im|:^&r1§IJ 
that  fteady  principle  of  goodnefs  which 
beciomes  the  fpring  of  a  pure  and  virtuou'^^' 
life.  The  fame  character  is  here  meantj*^ 
wliich  is  defcribed  in  other  paifages  oP'* 
fcri^tiire,  hyfiaring  atidferving  God,  They" 
who  truly  love  God,  are  they  who  love  and^^ 
imitate  the  divine  perfedionS;  they  whd-^ 
love  and  obey  the  divine  laws  ;^tiiey%Iitt^ 
love  and  purfue  the   divine    approbation^'^ 

as  the  great  aim  of  their  life. Keeping^^ 

this  important  article   ever  in   view  aS  ti 
necefTary  limitation  of  the  gracious  decli-^' 
radimi  in  the  text,  let  ns  proceed  to  exil?} 
infiffii''!he  full  extent  of  that  encourage-*'^ 
im^k' which  it  afFdtdi.<"^"'"  '  "^^*-  ..•v.j^i>i6jji) 

tW6^'b0g?n w^tR'^feoAfiderittg  what  ^^i^ 
g(t§3^^'m  WhicH^^H^4s^^ft^^fet(i^ ^ii'^^'l 
xm^  y^M  lW^BV6b¥"^^4fee' righteous;''*^ 
It^iS-'Ia  term  fufceptible  of  very  different 

accept- 
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acceptations.    For  many  things  appear  good  S  E  R  M.- 
to  feme,  which  do  not  appear  fo  to  others ; 
nay,  the  fame  things  which  have  appeared 
to  ourfelves  good  at  one  time,  have  been 
far  from  appearing  good  at  another.     Af- 
i\^XQ^j  ik\2iX.  good  which  God  promifcs  as 
the  reward  of  his  fervants,  muft  be  forae-r 
what  worthy  of  God  to  beftow;    fome- 
what  that  depend*  not  on  the  flud;uatioi>  f 
of  fancy  and  opinion,  and  that  is  not  liable 
to  change  with. jjie  change  of  times,     It;^^ 
mwft  |be  ^^(J^^g^9^Q£^#  fixed;  and  perH^ar^.) 
nent  nature  which-  will  be  felt  as  .fuQhiJ^v / 
every  fituationand  period  pf  our  exifteiit^feii 
But  it  is  evident  that  fuch  charaders  afe,' 
not  applicable  to  the  external  advantages 4 
of  the  world,  riches,  fame,  and  honours- 
Thefe  may  occafionally  be  defirable,  and  at 
fome;  times  confer  fatisfadion  on  the  poi- 
feffor.    But  befidesxhefi;  uncertain  and  tran*-  - 
fient  duration,  tHey,  are  far  from  conferring 
fatisfadtion  at  all  times,  e^fen  when  they  laft» 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  certain  fad:,  and  ma- 
nifeft  togeneral^bCfy^^tjio^jthata  man  may 
poflei^  a,U  the  externaL^d5a^tages  of  fortune^  -> 
*»4j!^^-ft^jai^^yL^^^^We  life.     Sup-i; 
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SEHM.  pofc  h]intQ.be.  d.Hquieted  ii>  his  own  niiiul 
y*  ^  by  envy,j<(?aloury^reveng^ej.-^r  6th;er  yioleat 
palfioris,  and  harallcd   with  a  guilty   con- 
icience,  fuch  a  man  cannot  be  faid  to  have 
attained  what ;  is  ^qo^.     Would  .it  l>ay^|I^een 
worthy  of :  the  Supreme   Being  to^-^Ji^yc 
flattered  hi^  fervants  with  the  hope,,|)^y 
of  a  good  fo  fallacious,  that  in  certain rt^r- 
cumitances  v^t7  >B>rglit\vbe   cqnfiftej^^.  \i^ifh 
4hfi  greateft  mifcry-?— ^Nfh^^^^j^l^at  good,  for 
the  fake  of  which  he  makfs  aU'thiogs  work 
-to  thofe  that  love  him,  mu^  b0  founded  iTi 
the  improvement  and  perfedion  of  their  na- 
ture, in  wifdoiT),  grace,  .and  virtue;  in  their 
good  conhdercdf^^Sirartional  and  immortal 
-tbeing^  ;  produdlive  o€  a  ifelicity  which   is 
within  them,  and  fliall  abide   with   tke^ai 
for  ever*   -  While^w^  ilook  onJy  to   a  pre- 
-fent    momentary  :fatisfadion,    the    Divine 
-•Being,  in  contialting.  our  "welfare,  provides 
rfor  the  whole  of -otir  fi^xift0oce  in  titae^nd 
eternity;    -coimQ^^  fche  prefent  with  .the 
'  future ;  and  by  his  beneficeet  decrec,ordains 
:foii  each  of  his  feryitats,  t^atAvhich,  upon 
?thc:w^hole,.  is  Y]&(fTife)^v-'-^ While  to  the Jinner 
yi^"givcib  fore  ina'Qcly,  ip^.gat:bcrjaM(ii<)  k^-ap 
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!ip  f    be  ^iveth  to  a  vlait  that  is  goo  a  //r    o  i^  »<.  ^vi. 
%is '  [fight y    is}lfdom^    and   knowledge y  \  and 

^^^^iWW6%6e&metl  "the  ferife  In  •which 
\;^4rc%  mkh^taandtbegoodfov  Vvlnch  God 
mal^ethr  all  -'thi  ngs  to  work ^  •  we  proceed  to 
confider  What  is  included  in  the  extent  of 
the  exprefliori,'  o^  all  things  iborktng  for  this 
good?^''^  ^g^Aerifl^'ir  inclades  all  tb*£it'  hia^- 
jieiis  ^fi#^^to  ^^^'■lft^"'ti^i6'  world  j-^v>ery 
ftatioii''  a^d  'G^ttdition  in  which  they  aiie 
placed  ;  every  circumftance  in  their  lot, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  their 
lives.  Nothing  befals  them  fortuitoufly, 
nothing'  happens  in  vain  or  ^vithoutcfei 
'meaning;  hut  everys  event  pofTefles  its 
proper  and  deftlned  place,  and  forms  a  liiak 
in  that  great  chain  of  rcapfes  which  \%  ap- 
l^ointed  to'  cain^y  ^o^^^i^th^k  improvement 
and  felicity.  A4'iiU  ^he  rivers  upon  the 
^f&e'^df'the  glebe,  -however  circuitous  they 
'fti^y  be  ia  their' ^progrefs)  and  however 
c^bfite  in  theik*  (;Ofiaiffc,-yet  meet  Jitdaft  .in 
the  ocean,  and  trhef€Vxbnmbute  to  increafe 
the  mafs  of  waters  j^fo.. all  the  feemrngly 

*  Ecdd".  ij.  26. 
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,»£RM.  -difcordam  events  in  the  life  bfS'g6tM''gi& 
,   are  made  to  preferve,  upoti  the  whok,  a« 
unef ring  tendency  to   his    gootl?^^^t[(f 'to 
concur  and  confpire  for  prdfnoftiii^'ii  at  tile 
laft.     What  a  noble  and  fublime  vieie^does 
thi^  pi^fe'n^'of  the  fuprenic  dominion  of 
•PfOvidencev  iftd'bf'itsi*  care  exercifed  over 
^#ver7 righteous- mih  ^^^^S^^^    x^'^*^-^^''-n, 
^d  When  ^e-def^efid  Wl  ^"i^  prticular 
-^ae^rtiiiratiiin  of  ^af  Is'itiiiliia^df  iii  the  ex- 
"^pr^#6^  h(k-e  ul>d;'^6ir^^/Z^/^^i^"^ 
mm'ie^'Bt<i}i:,  that'  it  ite^fe'  a<  Ware  of 
v(i^i*R3ty  *}^6^erity.   '  For'  fbtiidtihies  this  is 
^gf>HAted  td'faH 'to  the  fliare  of  God's  (tU 
^ivki^  •rlay',  their  Arorth  and  virtue  have 
'^ti^nl^eteri  the  meatis  of  bringuig  it  about. 
!B^it(  ^"i?  M '  orf^;  of;fll6f6 '  things   which 
^^t^;godd;fh-'t%il^'^vh'hatUre,    till   God 
'ipii'akVs    i-^  ^k^ork'for  That  purpofe.      What 
%timVers  of  frien.lias  1t.  poifoned  and  de- 
^ri^ye'di'  cherifhing'the  growth  of  wanton- 
f^^ik' aiYd  fblly  •    aiid'^inlplant'^rig  In  "their 
Vreaft's  the  feeds  of  thole  oadpaflions  which 
Iprincr  up  info  many  a  crioSt !     i^rqm  (ucii 
evils,  the  proipenly  or  good  men  is  guaraea 
iiy  God.     The' poifon  Is  extracted  from 
it,  and  the  falutary  part  only  left.     It  is 
5ix)3!i'.2n  rendered 
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rendered  to  them  a  comfortable  and  ufeful   SERM. 
c;njoyment  of  life,  affording  opportunity  for   s^^^I-w 
,f|ie  exercife  of  n^any  virtues,  which  other- 
,^}(f,  would  jt^Qt  h;one  3  coTX^  within  their 

.  But,  among  all  things  that  work  for  good ^ 
it  is  probable  that  the  evils  of  this  life  were 
particularly   defigned   to   be   included,    as 

.  w?hat,.we  c^Ight  have  leaft  expelled  to  be 
|^C^y^pfj.J|9i,rth^t  purpqie.  Jt^js-  never- 
<^^^efs.cer,tain>.  that  from  the  difcipline  of 

^dyerfity,  the  naoft  falutary  improvements 
©f  hiumaa  .nature  have  been  often  derived. 
^Qsth^t  Jevefe  fchool  the  predominant  errors 
pi  the, ,  mind  h^ve  r  been  .,  cqrre  (fiet) ,  x|ie  t  in- 
i;emperatice  of  ^he  giddy.,  ipirit  has  .been 
ailiiyed  and  reformed^  a^d  that  manly  fo- 
xioufaefs  acquired  \vhjich:,i^-the  foundation 
Jofpjtrue  wifdom.  ,^y^^^hey2/^;z£/f  of  .the 
£oiintcnance.  the  heart  pf  the  fufferef  has 
^eeri  made  i?etter ;'  he  ii^sbee^. trained  up  to 
fcrtltude  of  .mind,  rmpit)ved  iri  humanity 
^.ipen,  at>d  fprnped  to-,the  hi^bits,  Qf-d^r 
yotion  and  refignation  to  God  .;  ,..  ^.,'.,„^ 
^  j^t.the  fame  t'lnie,  it  .is  onjy^ //^  ^ed^-ie^ 
as 'tlid'  Appftle  Peter,  fpeaksr-*    rth^'the 

J3,,3^,,,,  2  ^       -         righteous 
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v^j?  R  M  righteous  are  itft  for  a  feafon  in  beavlnefil 
.^^-i  If  it  be  certain'  that  all  things  work  for  their 
good;  it  foKows^of  cotnfe,'  that-there  is  n<5 
luperfluou^^  feveritj,  fHo  need-leiV  or  urin^ 
ceflary  trouble  td  tliem,  in  the  conftitutioil 
bf  things.  .Theii  afflictions  never  befal 
without  a  caufe,  nor  are  lent  but  upon  j^ 
proper  eirt'arikK'^''Thtfeftorfhs  ^t&  neVef^al- 
ldw»e^  VQ^T^^h^nw^hrikir  t^mptt  9y&it 

pears^'  if  we  ma^  ht-  allo^^^etl  io  I)  fpcak, 
"^h^  \fonderfuI  art  and  fki'll- bf  tlic  Supreme 
;^tihcer,  the  profoimd  depth  of  the  divine 
v?ifdom,''ih  SextTfe€tirig(  fr6m  diftreHes  and 
forrowsj  thetnatcrraife  c^peite  and^fehcity. 
Nor  are  only  the  '^xt^tilal  calamities  of 
good  men  fubferVl^^  1^  thispurpofe  ;  but 
tircir  internal  infihiikl^sj'tlK'ir  very  failings 
and  eri-ors,  ate'ihi^i^^^^^thd  ^powerful  in*  ' 
fluenee  of  Gdd^S^lg¥it6s,  to  contribute  uhi- 
matel^  to  th^?p>^§30ck£^*^TOfey  are  thereby 
inflruaed  in'tWlfti%^^>%^df  themfelves ; 
they  are  pr^f^lf  iajfc!>T€drfbythe  difco- 
Very  of  theif  6H^fesvftefrf^?  and  trained 
^6  tf^t  b*ecomirig^^^i?rt^df^  contrition  s^nd 
revurnlijg  r^pafttafnfce,  -^Hich  is  Tepre&nted 
'k^  8         ''^  '^  '  •<-»  ^  as 


vv  for  Good  to  the  Rigbteom^xs  ^ 

as  giving  joy  to  the  angels  in  heaven.  He  SERM. 
who  maketh  the  wrath  of  man  to  praife  hiniy 
is  not  deficient  in  wifdom  and  power,  t<) 
make  even  the  failings  of  his  fervants,  in 
this  imperfe£t  ftate  of  human  nature,  re- 
dound at  laft  te,  l;iii§,gy£n  glQfy,  aEi4|.9  ^m 
good.  m^M  yiz  1z:^  .oIjIld  £  mortnvr 

It  muft  not  efcape  obfervation,  that  the 
;ext  fuggefts  not  merely  th^  all  things 
prove  good  in  the  iflue,  or  eventually  turn 
out  to  the  benefit  of  the  righteous,  but  that 
they  ijoork  for  it.  This  exprefllon  carrier 
particular  energy.  It  imports  that  all 
things  are  fo  formed  by  God,  as  to  become 
adive  caufes  of  happinefs  to  thofe  whp 
love  him.  His  infinite  wifdom  givea  to 
things  in  themfelves  moft  unapt,  an  apti- 
tude and  fitnefs  tp  fulfil  his  own  greai; 
ends;  difpofes  and  prepares  them  for  theit 
proper  effej^s  ;  and  makes  dangers  and  evils 
his  inftruments  for  acepmpliftiing  the  feli- 
city of  his  fervants,) jo3Rhe^^,-fS  a  certain 
operation  and  procefs  always  going  oq,  by 
which,  though  we  are  infenfible  of  it,  all 
things  are  conilantly^  advancing  towards,^ 
happy  iflue,.  alfb  th?rfj^i^j^:.mantier  as  th^ 
operation  of  n at U]f*l  ^ej^ifcs^  though  flow 
jg  Vol.  V.  Ha  and 
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and    uiiperceived,    is    fure ;    as   the   fe^^/ 
which  is  fown  in  the  ground; is?, ^verym'^tG 
ment  unfolding  itfelf ;  aiiiJ^|lt^^i^h| ;nO:  ey^ 
canr  trace  tlte  fteps  of  its  progt^^jje^ji^lflii 
a  filent  growth,  is  ripening  ani^  flkooting 
forth    its   ftalks  ; ,  fo  in  'the  mora)-  woridf^ 
throughout  all  the  difpenfauqps,  of  Pf^yi^^f 
dence,  there  is  ;tiiic^^X^,^i^.4a|;.^nt^^^j^^t  i^^^^ 
progrefs-of  tlie  "feeds  of  virtue  and  holinefs, 
te^i-ilig  towards  perfedion    in    the   end. 
I^.^^)i^  ,/o'wn  fir  the    ?'ightcous,    as    thp^ 
]^^^flarft-beai;tifuU7  employs  this  n^et^pji^j^ 
aj^ gladnsfsjyr ,tjj£, upright  in  hearl*,^^  \_^^yj. 

t^ff^s^jtj^^c^wj^^k;,  but  that  thej  .work  togf^ 
^^i^fl  <§"o<'fl^;.v,ii^tin:^ating  that->ih,&y  ^ajfe 
made  to  confpire  and  concur  with  one 
another,  for  bringing  about  what  is  beft 
on  tJie  whole.  -Tajf^r^^lingly  apd  iadiLy^-t 
dually,  it  might  be  difficult  to  cpiic^j^^ 
how  each  event  wrought  for  good.  They 
nyuft  be  yiewed  in  fl^ei-Cj^qonljequences  i^nd 
efi^<5ls ;  conrider^4/iii.j^}^^4^fr  dependencies 
and  connedioxis,  .as  iii^3,l?aug^ng  together 
^rf^m  m  ,^|^|v^|cjj^rg.^^^^,^}t^  J^^,^y 

Ma-77  ^1^  various 
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v^fiouS' events  that  fill  .op  human  lifcf^  SERM/ 
aiTang^ng^  in  the  happieft  fucceflion  all  the 
o^ciArrerites  of  that  complicated  fcene  ;  and 
b^hdin'g{t(y^i^^^V^ri^'purpofe  things  which 
a;|)f>yar^i^oft^pp6f6te  and  contrary,  that  the 
Atoighty  "f9ceom{51i{hes  his  great  plan  in 
bdha'lf  *of  thofe  who -/dw^  him^  und  a^  the 
cdyd^cmdingt6'hii'Pur^^      ^"i"^^^^  p:;iiob 

^'^tQ,4\^  ^at^SFedificc  of  encourage 
iTi^Jit  '^d^h^i^'^hi^ii^  tHe  gofpel  of  Chrift 
hM^^^^^M(!^ifcf^ftly^%nfolatioh  of  thof^ 
who  fln(?^^tify  Ibve  sind  ferve  God.  It  re^ 
rnain§  now  that  we  examine  what  the  pil- 
lars are  on  which  fo  mighty  an  edifice  refts.* 
The  A'poftle  fpeaks,  you  fee,  in  a  ftrairi  of 
fiilFaffurance.  He  does  not  fay,  wd  be^ 
l!e^e,  6r  we  hope,  but  we  k?iow,  that'-S(!l' 
th!ngs  work  together  for  good.'  '  Le^  fif 
confider,    '  •     -'ci^^^  r^,  Mhub 

Y?{1 1        boog  'loi  Jri,§Lf0i7/  jr.i37a  Tfc)£3'wpil 

^^'^W^'M'l^^m^  ^evidence  in  fiip- 

§6tif' #  tlii^^  aB4!riffe{^^\l;'hicih^^afHes  &Oii$ 

tH^'perfbaibii^4riffi^  Mvitt^- ti^ffie;^  ^m 

getieral,  that  Gfef^is^'^tea  to  Ml,  atidihS^ 

his  goodnefs  is  efpetVally  exerted  in  behalf 

of  the  righteous,  is  a  princijple  of  religion, 
£f/omv  jj^  ^y^jj 


ipo  On  diXM^^ 'li^rkhtg  together 

S£^5'^:  wVi^ji  ^t^e  will  difputCi  The  only  quei^ 
C.  *^'^  ^"^i^/^H^r^^  ^^^  ^hat  goodnefs^  q5:5^4;iidSj 
w-..^^^.  a|]i4,,. whether  we  can  .CQ^^qiY^fji^ca^^i^apr 
tsadlii'^  to  all  that  Is  impli^^  Jiji,x,$^Jt^i^|rl 
Spftiething,  it  muft  he  cQu(eff^,.j[^5£^^^ 
aftonifliing,  and  on  fir{l,:vi|;w  aiilK?(|;iQC5fJ5 
dible  in  the  airertlon,  that  amidft^jf]ia^j.^||l- 
ilni^e. combination  of  event^,wbicJ:^.c;^^'ry  on 
thq  general  order  of  the  unlverfe,  nothing 

IJ^^U^ever  happen  \)my^k^^^i^m!'^9l^W 
{iincfs  of  eacli  good  man  ;  -,^nj^;whi(?I>.fhall 
ttnd  to  his  private  intcreft,  as  tnucli  as  if  his 
cxiijei^ce   had  formed  a  fyfiem   by   itfelf. 
But'^iQw  aflonKhinp;  foevcr  this  may  feem  ' 
tOpi^l^Jiet  us  hrit  rq^/^^^,^hat  this  iuppofes 
m)fifio|t  beyond  the  power   of  Him  who 
fs^^lmighty,  or  beyond  the  fkill  of  Him 
yfi^o  is  infinite  in  wifdam-  viW^^   n\\x9i  not 
meafure  divine. ^^jjej^t'^^s^^;^   ^^jM^^ 
energies  of  mam  ^^^o^  h^^S/jr^.j^r^^ 
all  that  exifts  aP^^.^j^^f^^JUj^JlJs^^l^^j^ 
every   moment.^^  hi|^^3p^3^j    ^%^m 
Hn    make   any^f^fjftgfl^g^^^o   I^^  gPq^fe 

or  fall  out   in  any,  ffia^3bHfig^oOfic^^}^8B§ 
his  plan.     At  one  gl^ce ,he  Dg^G^v^g  ^^ 

verTe.,,.  Not-^the   minutefl  object  is  pverr 
A  •     .  ' '-  , ,  looked 


^^hrt^oQiito  the  ^gbteom,'^^'^ 

diltra<9:s  Him  :  for  to  the  fupreme  intelli- 
^nce  ■  af'l  tlrih^s  arc  prefent  at  oncp ;  aad  to 

f^rT^dt^Mvi^^^riti^h  ^«^^^s*flin^^ii  if 

^^"Aimifeij?  not\iing,  theref^B;^ifi  tiiePl^ 
flfirtWthWtext,  whieh  divine  'power  and 


t'^^iS^P^a,  (b  neither  ^s  there 
^fl#tilff4f^i}i"ft  ^Biit'what  divine  goodiieft 
g^^  itii  TO^^y^ili^ve  fhall  be  fblfill^f 
■^'i^'gdodrlefs'  ol"  the;  Supreme  Being  1| 
^tif  different  from  that  of  men.  Among 
tHetrij'it  is  a  principle  occafionally  operating;, 
biit  always  limited,  and  alWays  fubje<3t  to 
IStei^atlbn  and  change.  Their  benefits, 
ifibugh  liberally  beftowed  at  one  tinje,  will 
it'  another  time  'be  ftopped  by  the  inters 
vention  of  ebilftaly  paffions.  Their  Bene- 
volence decays ;  felMinefs  and  indifference 
Succeed.  B^t1n'Vhe-?i%tWre  of  the  Deity, 
there  is  riB^p9fti8|3i^^1ch  can  produce 
klteratiori%r'chi^gi5^18  ffi§i3enevolent;^ujr* 
pofe  once  fornied.  "' fF^i^^  variablengsat 
jbaafyw  of^  turnings  wiiom  lie  hath  JQnce 
Jovea  he  love'th  to  the  end»  The  Vifts  and 
Jrl  3  catting 
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?l|jf?f-  calling   of 'God'  are-  without    repejttauffi^f^f, 

"^^rri  His  goodnefsr  therefore  confifts,  not,  )^^ 

mere  temporary  eSiiffipn  of  blcflmg^^lf^if^ 

is  permanent  and,  fteadjf^  J^a^ips^f^^^n^fS 

gc>ody.*»JicJii^itfc#pp^.,Mj'fOof^^3(|?ff 
gracious  puF^fe^^^,!^}!^  ^^^^4^  BTPSX 

inaance  m,^v:^^m-k^^^  %\^^^. 

vants  on  the  ^\^o\^\^ox  '^,xM<:^^^^S^j 
the  text,  to  make  all  things  'work  for  their 

g9odiih'i,m  lioT  ion   v£m  377- liiifl'TUcI 
lzie«rJU95lb^(j50nrK$e^,^Ji^  M//iy^W  '^^7 

fig*pBil^.]MiyfffH^fo<.P^gH?/9&H9f  ^6^.4? 

3inpbi-t,  but  that,.#,|ru9{^W?vi#ance»  either 
jibfridivine  powQr,ftf\4V???iWf?P>^^^^  ^^^^^ 
fliort'of  their  t^ta,\m  ^]'^^-^\y^^^'Z^9^m^^ 
:had  -negleded  and.[fcn?&fce^'^!tte  vis^fii^r? 
'^Jtratsrere  blafphemQ^7ltChlfu|)p^p\tfeif  .^fee 
Wature-of-the  T>t\^\jmi\iS^\i^^^'y'j9h^H^ 
^ef^  iwere,.  imViljisv.^qvei'nment  ,pf  *.tJxe 
M^»t3?ld#>nxe  va^iaiit  f^iae^S'A^^  n^gledled  ir>- 
^Wtilsi  '*a  '«?hiahiibG)-fofoed  ihet,  rieji^%i9f 


fome  evil  principle  tdcolinteraiSt  his  genera! 
fyft^mV  Blit  iS  ^^'fUtfti  ftippofiticns  are 
'ffiSnire{Jl)^1iiMiri?llEi^^^ite%R#^iito  of 
fflkt^^A  ih  whom  CHVift?d# believe,  thercf 
^ii>|)e^"f^Ho  follow,  from^ri¥#^^i^ririderatioit 
i5^f%lf)'erfe6lions,  evidence iiexttb  demon^ 
l^itibn,  foi^  t^e'truth  of  thatikidb-inewfelblt 
keHei;t^«^Aiii^  lo .,oIod^  oJii-^rto  'es^Evt 
^M'i  ?^\^^  ■•  \-^\^%  \W ^a'sffiVii  6'f •  -;f x^t  ^'ff^ 

"^- But  that  we  may  not  reft  its'"  evideiicg 

%nf?d^f  w^hl[t'"«ir€l5ver^  of  his  high  deftgn^ 
God  ha<i^^tj^e}i  ^TeaJ^'d'ta  m-ake  in  the  Re^ 
Velatidh  of  the  Gof^ir  Here  it  is  amply 
ilifficieht  to'  ^have  -recourfe  to  one  ligfyaL  dif- 
'p^tifatrbrf 'bf  'liis  gov^i'stm  ent^ ^ih<j>iredempii 
%Bn/of  th'^^t^H^  h)»i  Jefaa  ChriftI  Hence 
'&fds-  ^ '^arg\ii^yri^  WhlcH^  carries  th e.  mdk 
^^'^rtein^g*  fo^c^V  and' Vliich'  accordingly, 
^i*:^'S^f€W  \^rtcs:-S^^:^fhe't€xt;  is  employed 
^hf  the^  Ap^(|[:fe''^irPft^^ort^<>f  that  dodrine 
^I'^have .  fce^-n-'MkiftfatingU^Ci^fi  /to  /pared 

^'^ii>^m  dii^J/jhi^^^^Gm^Gin  any  iniknoe 

diftruil    Hitn    who  .ihatiij.^^lv^n    us   this 

-^^^^-  ^^4  higheft 


194'  On  qft,Tbirigs  working  tQgetber 

S  £  R  M,  highdl  |)roof  of  h\^  love  ?     If  he  Templed 
not  to  beftow  this  beft  gift, -is  there  anjr^ 
other  blefling  he  willbe  i^lwe4;4P  ,witl|») 

hold  ?  Having  alreafJy^^pft^fe^H^  ^ift" 
he  leave  incomplete  his  own  great  woij^^ 
-^By  the  death  of  Chrifl^  we ^^ .taught 
in  ^fcripture,  that  atonement  was  made  for. 
fin.  He  underwent  in  his  fufferings  the 
puniihment  due  to,  us.  He  is,l4J4  tpJxavA 
been    '^ounM  ^,Jur^jr^^^Qr^^;a^^ 

uns  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  Frpi7>  t^& 
v^ew  of  the  do^rine  of  redemption,  it 
naturally  fq)lows,.  that  Chrift  having  pur- 
chafed  for  his, followers  the  pardon  ot  their 
fins,  the  aiflidions  t)ie^.^n^^,(P^^^rgp,^jr^ 
]^^^ properly  to  be  confidered  as  puni{]yta 
ments,  but  as  chaftifements  intende^j^^J 
meirgood. — Add  to  this,  that  it  is  the  pe- 
Cfillar  province  of  our  Lord  in  his  prefent 
exalted  ftate,  to  adininifter  all  things  for  the 
good  of  his  churp^h.  ^^f^t|iis  end  his  regal 
power  is  emplo^^^^^J-Og^s^^pd  his  me- 
diation and  interceiiiciip^.  a^e,  dire(^ed  ;  and 
either  thefe^muft  in  (gPp^^f"jfss  prove  inef- 
fef^ual,  or  it  mufl;  ^|p,y^|^hat   all  things 


yfir  Qoodto  the  JRJgkioh)^  ^^^  l^Ji 

tHdfe'-ftifffeal  truths  on' which  thewhole  of  ^ 
eiiHffi^it^^ii,   tfie   fame   we    have   for 
tHkf  h^H'^^miragement  alFordcd  by  the 

fcte^PM^%l^hY''iia^^^S?e^  jfll^ 

t^ltlfW^{#^«t^t^^y'^a^^m^ij&/ft  WA^ 

conhrming  the  tniit  aha  nope  or  his  ler- 
vants:  and  tliere  can  be  no  doubt  that  me 
pHlri  '  ind  expHcit  words  of  tlie  divine 
promifes  have  had  the  moft  comfortable 
irifluence  on  many  who  could  not  fo  well 
have  fupported  thcmfelves  under  the  trials 
of  life,  either  by  reafonings  taken  froni 
the  divine  perft^jons,  or  by  inference^ 
cPi^^n  from  'tt'e'^  Aodrine  of  redemptionl 
^c^orcnngly;'  W^^^a^^^^i§fe|;&^^^  to 
reafon  or  to  infer,  188t  iVe  in  e^'prefs  term? 
told  by  G  od  hifnfelf,  tbat  godlinefs  Jhall 
be  profitabk  UJito  all  things  ]    that  God  the 

Lord 
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^\^-:  ijdi^UHm^JW'^M'd-Jlneld, glviug grace  and 
uJC—*  i^^^^Y^i^J^Wtbbaldwg  tio^ good  '  thing  from- 
***""  iikr^  i3m^  ^£0  uppfghtij^  that  i  mii^vU^-fbalL 
happemioti^f«Ji^^(^fyxjiik.  LM  ^^i^H 
keeper ^ ^V^^^er^fltif^hers m&r  fi4ep%^'\ tJbm 
bis  -  eyes  '^Hr^  Wkr  "on  the  .fighiedu^^oHsim 
'when:  they  pafs '  througb  the  .waters^  'j6?n^'fl^ 
bey  with  them,  chtd  -ihrmlgbrhe^^^e^rs  they 

aTPM  ^W^'^^'i^^^^shtf^M^txifitth^iii, 

|)Ja^y  cx^refs  a  particular  care  of  HeavtttI 
l^^it'rbifcd  about  every' iingle  good  nian;5 
fh^y  Trgrlify' as  feMan  interpofition  of  Pro^ 
"^^■iL^zU'W^^li-^  tff  ^atufe  had  bcett 
i^feded '^Crt  Ms  Wi:to\jnt;?>^'^ l^"^  ^^^  --^^^^V^^V 
^^T*ht  oplrtk>n  enteriaih^d  by^foiiie;  thk6 
tM ''j^rovidence' of  G^  extends  no  farther 
tHail  to  a  genera!  fuperintendance  of  th6 
la'^'s  of  nature,^^  *with'6OTnriterpofing  in  the 

^ItjP^Vy ^b'ttt'to^Mfc^ [m  tb'^ftriptiirel'o  lii 
l-'^hd^rs  ilie  govern\Ktti^  W^the  Almighty 
attoge'ther  iobfe.and  <feiftin^ent,  and  would 

leave 
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l^ave   no   ground   for  xe]pofing  any,  truft  SE^M, 
imd^r  its  protection.  -K^r^^the  majority  of 
hiimatt  affairs  1woul4ithea\^  be  allowed  to 
flu<5tiiate  'my^  ft>rtuitousv  eourfe,    without 
mc5vlng\  ilX   mj    regular   ^iredrion,    and 
without s\tfi>Q^ng  to  anyone  fcope.     The 
ti'nifoFrti^€lo^rinc^.*)f  <the  facr^d  writings  is^ 
that  throughdutNtheAttnlveFfe  nothing  hap-^ 
pens  without  j^ppd  ^^tb'^t  t^i^^v  hand  >  is-  ^e« 
a<9:iVei\and  Ma\d^CJr^e  Qi:^  per^iifSon  iTitarf,^ 
venel'  in  .afl^vj;  $hat  nothing  is.  too  great  ox 
ujiwiei4y  -for  fets  management,  and  nothing. 
{o'mima^  andiin(fOnriderable  ss  tcbe^belqw^ 
hisv  ififpedipri    M4i:9ftFf';/  :^VWle  .  ^>^ 

gvndtng  the  Alnn^i^^^^  TOl?^  iH^f^l^^ 
coutfe  through^%,}i^v^ns  ;;  while  in  .this 
inferior  world^he jis  ruling  among  empires, 
JilUhig  the  rag'mgs  of  the  ^waters  and  the 
immlts  of  the  people ^h^ii  at  the  fame  time 
watching  overnthe  humJ^Ie  good  man,  who, 
ii)»th>obfcurity^  of  his  cottage,  is  ferving 
an^  woriliipping,  ;IJiin4  •  Jn  order  to  ex* 
prefs  this  vigilyaqc^  9f  Providence  in  th^ 
ftrongeft  terms-^  <p,Uj^  5ay|our  himfelf  has 
faid,  that  the  very  jj^u:j^/-/,,o/'  our  head  art  all 
Numbered  by  God,}-sft^  that  while  tipofpar- 
I'QWs  (ire  fold  for   a  farthing ^  not  one  of 


'S5J 
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S^JEJIM.  them  falls  to  the  ground  wit  bout  his  plea4 
Jure.  The  confolati on  which  this  aiFordSf 
he  applies  to  his  difciples  in  what  follows : 
Fear  y^  nQt  therefor e^  ye  are  tf^fmre^  'v&lue 
than  many  fparrows^*  It  is  on  tliis  doc* 
triae  of  a  fpecial  and  particular  Providence 
he  grounds  that  exhortation  againft  worldly 
folicitude  and  anxiety,  which  accords  fo- 
fully  with  the  argument  we  have  been 
^yrfi|iiJg  i  your  Meavenlf.^fatbir  kmivetb 
^bat  tbuigs  ye  have  neeJi:of(^  ^ake  thtre^ 
fore  no  thought  for  the  morrow  ;  but  feek 
^rjl  the  kingdom  of  God ^  atidhis  r'lghtewfnefs  i 

and  jail  thefk  things  Jhall  be  added  unto 
^i?«:ija'Ow3fl33w33d  fj)iftrioD  £.'io  3pii£i£sqqi. 
abivib  oriw  JIt^  bn£  boog'io  ealqioniiq  33^ 
.f  THUS^it  b^s  been- fh«wri  oil  what' grmirttffe' 
our  aflured  belief  reds  of  the  declaration 
in  the  text,  that  all  things  are  made  4®^ 
\Vor)c  for  the  good  of  tlie  righteous.  ^  fc^^ 
©ot  a  promife  which  admits -of -iimbiguitf^ 
ajid  which  we  might  he  afraid  to  interpret' 
to  its  full  extent*  It  ds  on  every  lide  con* 
firmed  by  tbe  mofifoberreafonings  we  can- 
form  from  the..dtvijie"tpepffed:ions  ;  by  the^ 
whole  tenour  of  the  difpenfation  of  redemp* 
'  ^di»^ttli,'«?^o;^i«/<3iw  r^-^u^nh.  vl.  35?'^  ^^^^ 
iflfiail  i^  tion; 


^^-Jor  Good  to  tbe  RigSteour.''^^  id^ 

tioho;  by  many  repeated  afiuran6e»  \giten*  SERM; 
us  in  the  ^cred  writings*  'f«^^^  ^^T     '^"^H 
;8WoIloi  jBilw  ni  23i(|nlib  aid  o3  e;jiiqq&  M 
•ittXTiHEi-^gfei^t  objedion/T  am  aware,  that 
"ipd(ibbgi|tarted  by  many  againft  the  whole 
^f fWbWchas  been  advanced  in  this  difcourfe, 
i^lffaftiwlfcd.  on  the  feeraing  prevalence  of 
es^ilgljtidbTdiforder  in  the  world*     This,  H 
will  be  faid,  is  foconipietioiiJ  as  to  be  in^ 
confi (lent  <RdtH\the-  repieifentation  that  ha^ 
been  given  of  a  Supreme  Being,  who  ^It- 
tends,  in  every  inftancc,  to  the  welfare  *<&t 
every  good  man.     The  prefent  ftate  t)f  t^iibi, 
world  may  be  fufpeded  to  carry  more  the 
appearance  of  a  conflict  between  two  oppo-f; 
fite  principles  of  good  and  evil,  who  divide 
the.  empire    of  the  world,  and  of  courfe 
create  a  mixture  of  fome  good  things  with' 
more  that  are  evil.     How  often,  it  will  b¥ 
faid,  are  the  beft  men  infenfible  of  any  fil^H 
gradual  improveiiiebt^  drahy  fuch  tendency 
in  the  general iedlH-foiof  things,  as  has  been 
reprefented,-^03proiisote  their  intereft  ;  but 
on  the  eontnai^y^ileftiocomfortlefs  and  for-^ 
lorn,  in  the  midft  .^of  furrounding  profpe^ 
rous  vice,  to  mourn  over  dirappointe<Jh(^F 
and  bitter  ,/orrows,  withoiit.  receiving  •  the 
I  nob  "  1 1  leaft 
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S.TSRM.   leaft  mark  of  favourable  intentions  from 
III.      Heaven?     Hence   the   exdamations   they 

r      ■  II    •  / 

have  often  uttered  ^'  '^oWrhj^tfe  4svfli6  I.orcl, 
*'  and  wh^renthe  fceptre^of  i1|tftem*foierfr 
*'  and  truth  ?>  Doth  God  indeed  fe¥,  and  is 
'■'there  knowledge ^ifi  thfe  Moll;  Highv?  Op 
'^•hath  \rlt  firg6tteft't<>  be  ■grhcioTn^-'c^'i^^lW 
*^.  anger  JhutiUp  bh^iettder  d^c^if^£fi*iodl  3d> 
Ti  Now;  m  attlW^^ to  1flfcft'^l^^i6[^,4&f^e8f 
confider  b(>W^  rfiiic1t^:qii*a^fi  ^ffire  i^^^B 
afbribing  thdfe'Tdd¥Jlq59f3>i^li&teFSf)^to 
atice&,  to  the  na^HAv^i^fl  ^oi^fiftef  Vi^\Jj^ 
'Vrhich  our  ftate  allotvs  \h  W'ia^^i'\:*TK6' 
defigns  of  tfie^^AMi^^lit}^  'ire  eril^^|#^dff(f 
^ft)3'J^/Tfie^^'it0^^iena'^hdt';^6n^'y^''ffif? 
tt^hi^le-^fof  4ur '  'pfhfeh^t^{Ren<:bl^MiH\{^^ 
incMde ■  ^6rM^'^tt!^l?i^oivH;-  and  Ift^^tBi'l^f^ 
^ardff  into-  ^^hitf .q^'H^ncti'^rfttTcli  'SlVEi 
nefs  and  myfter^^iffift'ft^  6f 'courfe  ■:^ft^^{ 
^relent  on  the  adtiiTfilMti^tif-Got};- ^andP 
we,  who  fee  only  fo  fmaira^^telo^n  Wk 
great  ^'^n<i>  cbftif^Fifcaf^^  ^teS^J^  ftVutt^^be 
very  iniidcqiiate^jtidg6^,  lic^H^tf^^tT^  tiii/^ 
dency  of  dach^W,  km  feP^fife  Hfe^bf^ifi^ 
whole.  Weiieh^ia^HB^'^M^fhaft  tm'^te 
fide-of  thihgr^'-^'OiiFWi^'^^^id^^^t^^^?!^ 
furface-;  andeVcTi  along  that  furfkc'h,  they 
''c^  •  13  extend 


\ 

\ 


^j^teBdqbwtTa  fliOrt  way*  But  und^u  lb?e  fim*  S"ERM^ 
fe6tth!?f<e  He  hidden  fpringSi-thar  accliel;  irt      ^^^- 

^gnfowftti^^.  revolutiong  unfoDciJeen  by  nsf; 
"Jfhe.Jfft^ar^Jft^te/f  moving  witbm'w^celsi,  a^' 
t}^^  p^op||e§ifeekiel  beheld*  att'-inyfterious 
n^ifrQ^^.-^t^^^^^*  naeafuring  all  things  by 
the  flioftn^fs  -oC  ofir  pwA  ^duriition^  arc' 
Gonftantly  accelerating  our,  iJe^giis  to  tkfeir 
perio^f  ry\W^  ^Fj2,;^ager  iiv-adwa'ticmg am^ 
pidl}^,^g^^%i545i5^g  cjDmpletion  of  our  i^iih^^ 
g^t,5;  ^.^^^Ijo^with  God.  Ip  hb  fightf 
a  thoufand.jieqj^  are  as  one  day :  and  ^Mlj^ 
his  intinltely  wife  plans  are  continually^,  Il4b 
yancing  with  fure  progr^fsj  that  pipgref^rK^ 
our  impatience  appears  ilofW'.-|,.J^e^fUS;|i^'^J5 
patience  for  a  while,  -  and  thefe  pian^,jQ^aJ| 
in  due  time  be  developed,  and  will  ex|xlai# 
themfelves.  His  language  to  us  is,  Whdp^l 
4o.   than  knoweft  not  71GW I   but  ti^u^xfb^ 

^^L^,'tMi  att|?n4'g^  fl^fs^Tiialpgy  of  Natjiw-^' 
We  ihall  iia^i!!^ '  ^^h^^f^^"^!  generally^ 
both  in  the  mor^  apil  natural  world,  thaflS 
nothing  arifes-  fijidfd^;^ly  to  the  perfe(f^k>i> 
^Lita,  fUte, ;,,  ,thaj:,aj^  jr^jP^pve.En^^ntis  muM^ 
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SERM.   ^^  by  leifurely  gradations  ;  and  that  moft 
V.       frequently  is  it  through  harfti  and  unpro- 
mifing  beginnings,  things  are  brought  ;t,o  a^ 
favourable  conclulion.     This  might  bp  il- 
luftrated  by  many  examples: — Take,  for 
one  inrtance,  the  progrefs   of  the  feafons. 
Who  that   for  the   firft  time    beheld  the 
earth^^in^^idA  pf  winter,  bound  ,uj^,,^.it^ 
froft,  i9,r^  ^irenched  in  floods -rof  ra^ip^^vi^^ 
covered  with  fnow,  would  have  imagine4 
that  Nature,  in  this  dreary  and  torpid  ftate, 
was  working  towards  its  own  renovation  ia 
the  fpring  ?    Yet  we  by  experience  knoWr^ 
that  thofe  viciffitudes  of  winter  are  heceifa^y 
for  fertilizing  the  earth;  and  thjttvUtjdpr 
wintry  rains  and  fnows  lie  concealed  the, 
feeds  of  thofe  rofes  that  are  to  bloflbm  in,, 
the  fpring ;  of  thofe  fruits  that  are  to  ripen 
in   fummer;    and  of  the  corn   and  wine,, 
which  are,   in  harveft,  to  make  glad   the, 
heart  of  man.     We  perhaps  relifh  notfuclx> 
difagreeable  commencements  of  the  pleafing 
feafon.     It  would  be  more  agreeeble  to  us, 
to  be  always   entertained  with  a  fair  and 
clear  atmofphcre,  with  cloudlefs  fkies,  and 
perpetual  funfliine :  while  yet,  in  fuch  cli- 
mates as  we  have  moft  knowledge  o^^  the 

earth, 
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earth,  wpre  it  always  to  remain  ip  men  a  SERM^ 
ftateV  \youI(1  refufe  to  yield  its  fruits;  and 
m.  nie^'feldft  of  our  ima|;irie3   fcenes   of 
Heaifty/tteftarv^d  inhabitants  woiitd  periih 

qmetly  fijbiiiit  to  Nature  arta  to  Providence. 
L!et  us  conceive  this  life,  of  \ylibfe  evils  we 
rd '  oft eii  complain,  to  be  the  winter  of  pur 
exiftfence.  '  Yhkri  t^e  rains  tnuft  fall,  arid' 
the  y^ipS^  &iil¥  roar  arpu^ii  usJ  But,  fhel- 
tering  Xi\Mi\4&l  as'^Pc^  \mder  a^gootf 

c6niHitit?e;^^kndf^iindir%iCVnd^W'f? 
God,  let 'tis  Wiiilf  till' the  fjpring  arrl^I^ 
a  fpring,  an  eternal  fpring,  awaits  the  p^^- 
pie  of  God.  In  the'  neW  heavens  arid  the 
new  earth,  no  ftorms  fhalj  any  Aiote '  arife, 
nor  any  unpleafing  vitiflitudes  of  fealoii^  re- 
turn* It  (hall  then  at  laft' appear  hoW  fd*:^!^ 
mer  fufferings  hive  ^ produced  their  pmp^r 
effect ;  how  the  tethpfe'gbf  life  have  teti'd'e<l 
to  bring  on  an  cVefliafHrig  calm ;  in  fine, 
hbxv  alt  things  'M^'-HBf ought  together- fof^ 
g^il%  them  fBat^B^'i'Gyd;  hnd  who  arcthd 
^amdaccordijiifo^p^Sjfc.    'K^'^^-  ^  ^^ 

'Vol.  V.  / 
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.m;Iu£   oih  hn&  fifui  ';aJ   io  rr-nj'ji 

^^^ ,    gaol  iiasJ  -jviid  iw  tIoiflv/^Tji4Jii.a"io  i 

-..       ..    t-VJ.D    c^.l.i'j..     .,   .  Io    DLIO    ^n^  3t>J 
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^Preached  igth  April  1793,  '"'*  ^^^  "^7  °f  *  National  Fall 
^^  ^j)ointed  by  <>6Vefiib<aH '  Wdbirffiorf'-bf  iie  War  witk 

jifj  d^iii//  3ii>/i  Ji..JJI  iilJL  IiJ>Jj£30  Jrrfj  lo 
;  bsToint)  ;2noi  avsri  Lni.1  afxij  lo  3jnr4ld£Hi7l 
3£dj   a;:<iPsALM  c±Kiu6,  f^^y  Igdjciubriul 
\n£,  avril  •vj'i  v,'Oii   ^  i.id^^io'infoj  oiil  i^Ln^i 
^^ray:fwth^f^4f^:(f'^en^alem  ;  they  JhaU 
-r .ffofper  that:  Iqpc  thee.     Peace  be  'within 
:v^tky  V^i^Ul^  etn^^Pf  of  parity  ivithin  thy  pa- 
- y .: hs^h.    :M^r[  ^^.J^fM^^K^*^  ,^vd^  companions^ 
\v.fiiHy  J./^^l^^^^My-i^J^^^^^  ^^  1^'ithin  thee. 
i,^yjJ^Ac-aufe  ■ofiti)^M^Jkl^nthf..  'iior4  o^r .  G^^ 
l\h  J,LwiU^^djy^y^mho[o:iq  Yi/iiioiiiv    bii;; 
2.0  dDi.,1   fjilj   qu   Jd^il   oJ  fi^i ft  ':^n '-■•>'■;•  Til; 
SERM  ^  IJF  ^:Qne;r9J^,t}i^y^]^9JERj^.belongm 
^_^J^^;_^   .      homa^^n^M^.^F'fei  ,it^§t|c:^^ntinued  enjoy- 
i2Ji$nt.QfTth^,)ii^h§ftBW<Hfl5jiigs,i^^  ^pc,  ^(h^p- 
-precvate  them.^m„  g^r^^fteera.     ThiS;  un- 
«h?ppy.  vyeakneis  ihgws  itfelf,  not  only  with 

refped 
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On  the  Love  of  our  Country.  It^ 

refped  to  the  light  of  the  fun,  and  the  SERM. 
beauties  of  nature,  which  we  have  been  long 
accuftonied  to  behold,  but  alfo  with  re- 
fped:  to  health,  peace,  religion,  and  liberty. 
Let  any  one  of  thofe  bleflings  have  beeii 
long  familiar  to  us;  let  a  traO:  of  time 
have  eiiaced  the  remembrance  of  the  dif- 
Uefs  which  we  fulFered  from  the  want  of 
it;  and  Jt  is  furprizing  how  lightly  m,ett 
are  ready  to  prize  the  degree  of  happinefs 
which  they  continue  to  poflefs. — In  midft 
of  that  peaceful  and  fecure  ftate  which  the 
inhabitants  of  this  land  have  long  enjoyed  ; 
furrounded  with  the  chief  bleflings  that 
render  life  comfortable  ;  how  few  have  any 
jufl  fenfe  of  the  gratitude  they  owe  to 
Heaven  for  fuch  fingular  felicity  ?  Nay, 
is  it  not  much  to  be  lamented  that  there 
fhould  have  fprung  up  among  us  an  unac- 
countable fpirit  •  6ft -idifcontent  and  difaf- 
fe(ftion,  feeding  itfelf  with  ideal  grievances 
and  vifionary  projects  of  reformation,  tilF 
it  has  gone  nigh  to  light  up  the  torch  of 
fedition? — — When  government  ha^  now, 
for  wife  and  proper  reafons,  called  us  to- 
gether in  a  religious  aflembly,  our  thoughts 
cannbt  be  more  fuitably  employed  than  In 
ijiw^ij-j   .^  j^     ^ "'■  ■  -  Teviewirig 
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SERM.  reviewing  the  grounds  on  which,  as  gootJ 
^^^^.Ji,.^  Chriftians  and  faithful  citizens,  we  have 
reafon^  to  entertain  the  warmeft  afFe(^ion 
for  our  native  country,  and  to  put  a  jull 
value  on  that  conilitution  of  government, 
civil  and  facred,  under  which  it  is  placed. 

In  the  words  of  the  text,  you  fee  with 

what  zeal  the  heart  of  the  pious  Pfalmift 
glowed  for  the  profperity  of  his  country. 
By  the  .accumulation  of  expreffions  which 
}}§/;piB ploys,  and  the  variety  of  topics  he 
fuggefts,  you  fee  the  fervour  with  which 
this  fubjecl  animated  his  heart. — It  will  be 
proper  to  confider,  firft,  the  grounds  on 
w^ich  love  for  our  country  refts :  and  next, 
C^i^e  y  duties  to  wbj^^h  this  affedion  naturally 
gives  rife.  Jubtu  ilom   boi;  lui-i^'Hoq 

iiVj^ns^  Jib  ^iiiiiq  tlih  no  gaiB/j  \6  j£ri) 
•)'But,  before  enti^ril^g  on  any  of  thofe 
topics,  it  may  be  proper  to  take  notice  of 
the  fpOculations  of  fome  pretended  phiio- 
fophers,  who  reprefent  the  love  of  our 
country  ,a§jj^&rdlyiii?Atitlcd  to  any  place 
among  the  virtues.  jThey  affed  to  coa- 
ijdcr  it  as  a  mere  prejudice  of  education  ; 
a  narrow  attachment,  which  tends  to  ope- 
.yate  agaiftft  .more  enlarged  interefts.  We 
^!:!.ji)-i  ought. 
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ought,  fay  they,  to  view  ourfelf^S' JTS  citl-  SERM. 
xens  of  the  world,  and  extend  our  benevo- 
lence, equally,  to  all  nations  and  all  man- 
kind.— Nothing  can  be  more  empty  and 
futile  than  fuch  reafonings.  'The  wifdom 
of  our  Creator  hath  linked  us  by  the  ties 
of  natural  affeiStion,  firft  to  our  families 
and  children  ;  next  to  our  brothers,  rela- 
tions, and  friends ;  then  to  our  acquaint- 
ance, and  to  the  feveral  focieties  and  com- 
munities to  which  we  belong.  By  inftinfts 
implanted  in  our  nature,  He  has  formed 
our  hearts  to  enter  readily  into  their 
interefts ;  and  has  thus  diredled  our 
benevolence  to  a£t  primarily  within  that 
fphere,  where  its  exertions  can  be  moft 
powerful  and  moft  ufeful.  It  is  evident, 
that  by  ading  on  this  plan,  the  general 
welfare  is  promoted  in  a  much  higher  de- 
gree, than  if  our  focial  affedions  had  no 
particular  dire<3:ion  given  them,  but  were 
to  float,  as  it  were,  in  empty  fpace,  with- 
out any  more  ^et^i^rmined  objeiS ~  ont  ■#hieh 
to  ad  than  the  v^^le  Iitiman  race,l\vh^e 
-they  never  c^uld^^2l^%lth  liny  efF^fltl  '-^t^fe 
who  contends  that  he  is  hot  bound  to  Have 
liioy  more  cone <^n  for  the^ interefts  of  Great 
M^'^i'^  1 3  Britain, 
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SERM.   Britain,  than  for  tnofe  ot  Prance,  or  any 

VI  ,  ' 

^   other  country,  ought  to  hold,  on  the  fame 

grounds,  that  he  is  under  no  obligatibrl^^fo 

confult    the   welfare    of  hia  'children  and 

family,  his  brothers  and  friends,  tnore  than 

that  of  the   mofl:  diftant   ftranger  ;    being 

equally  conneded,  as  he  holds,  with  all,  by 

the    common  brotherhood   of  the  huhi^n 

Ta£el'  It  is  much  to  be  fufjoecled,  that  tlfts 

wpnfli^i^r  extehnve  ptiil.inchfc^^y^^S  My 

^,l££-|lan^uage   of  "thcife  who  have  no  affec- 

^'tibns  at^^ajl  ;    or   perhaps,    that   it   is   the 
jaJQ^uage  aiTumed  by  fome,  who,  bearing 

njn  their  hearts  a  fecret  pireftrence  to 
the-  intcrelts  or  j^nother  country  hbove 
their  own,  but  a  preterence  which  they 
chobfe  not  to  "av^w,  '  kffc<^'  to  cbvtr  it 
under  this  dif^uife,  of  a  libeTal,  efilar^ed 
ipjrit.  ^  ' 
:  Let  us,  my  frieha^"diftlaiming  all  fuch 
wfinements  ,of  faffe' pm(6lfc!f)hy;"and  fol- 
IctWv^k  the  di^tates^  of  plain  rood  fenre,"'and 
natural  affedlion,  reioTve  to  love  lOur  native 
country,  and  m  every  prober  way  to  fhow 

J  pur  attachment  t,o  it.  ^   xhts  was  the  fpint 

which  fo  honoui-ably  diflinguifhed  patriots, 

hejroes^  and  legiflators  of  old,  and  has  tranf- 

^  *'  mitte4 
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niitted  their  names  with  veneration  to  pof-    SERM. 
terityj  while  they,  who  felt  ho  affection       y^' 
for  the  country  to.  which  they  belonged,  or 

.  who  were  treacherous  to  Jts  interefts,  have 

^.be^n   lli^matized  with   infamj  among   all 

.^iyiUzed  nations.  I  admit  that^there  have 
been  Qccafions, ,  on  wliiclv  attachment  to 
a  particular  country  has  been  purfued  to 
a   very  unjuftifiable  length.     Wherever  it 

.has  led  the  natives  of  one  country  to  ftate 
themfelves  as  enemies  to  the  reft  of  man- 
kind,  and,   t;p   endeavour   at    aggrandizing 

,.  themfelves  by  ruining  all  around  them, 
the  pretended  love  of  their  country  is  then 
become  no  other  than  a  confpiracy  againft 

.^all.  other  nations,  and  inftead  of  being  a 
^virtue  is  the  Qffsprinff  of  ambition,  pride, 
-and  vanity.  -,' 

I  proceed  now  to  fhow  the  juft  grounds 

j^'on  which  it  becQme^  us  4:0  be  zealous  for 
the  welfare  of  that  happy  ifland,  to  which 

;.  we  have  the  honour  and  the  blefling  to  be- 
long. Let  us  consider  our  native  country 
in  three  lights  ;.as  the  feat  of  private  enjoy- 
ment and  happinefs  ;  as  the  feat,  of  trtie  re- 
ligion ;:  as  the  :feat  of  laws,  liberty^' 'athd 
good  government.,  '..^^,^^^  ^^^  ^^      , 

6;jMfrrT  ^4        ";  "  '      '1.  As 
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SERM.  I.  As  the  feat  of  all  our  beft  enjoyment« 
,^Ji}l,^  in  private  life.  There,  my  brethren,  after 
we  firft  drew  breath,  was  our  tender  in- 
fancy reared  with  care ;  there,  our  inno- 
cent childhood  fported  ;  there,  our  careleft, 
youth  grew  up  amidft  companions  ao4. 
friends  ;  there,  our  deareft  connexioDs  wer« 
formed  ;  there,  after  having  .paffed  the 
happieft  years  of  our  life,  M^e  look  forward 
for  our  old  age  to  reft  in  peace.— -Thefe 
are  circumftances  which  endear,  and  ought 
to.endear  a  home,  a  native  land,  to  every 
hjinian  heart.  -  r  If .'  .there  ,  be  any  names 
^kaown  among  men  that  awaken  tender 
^Dtitnents  in  the  breaft,  the  names  of  iiir 
tJwcit^-Tmother,  fpoufe,  child,  brother,  fifter, 
,or  friend,  thefe  all  recal  our  thoughts  to 
our  native  land,  and  cannot,  even  in  idea, 
be  feparated  from  it^.;  When  we  name  our 
owii 'counters,  we fmamfc;  the  )fpot  of  the 
«3irrfv  withiti;  "whioh ,  ^liithat  i  is  moft  -  dear 
-to^uliies.  ^o  be  long  abfent  from  it,  is  a 
til"Ciimftance  of  diftrefs;  but  to.  be  ex,- 
-tluded  from  the  hope  of  ever  returning  to 
-it,  fiffks  the  fpirits  of  the  worthy  and  the 
tbrave  '  into  extreme  d^preffion.  Its  very 
du ft  appears  to  them  to  be  preciQU,si>v.  its 

iTi :»  -.     \  well- 
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well-known    fields,   and    mountains,    and    SERM. 

VI, 
rivers,  become,  in  their  'e)'>es,  a  fort  of  con- 

fecrated  ground;  the  remembrance  of  which 

often  touches  the  heart  with  fenfations  of 

more  tender  joy,  than  can  be  raifed  by  fcenes 

more  rith^^  atld   objeds  more  fplendid,  ia 

any  foreign  land,  ^i'^ijt^ob  7iro  ,3*i3tlj  \  ebp^u 

^^^hfeib-ate  feelings,  which  nature,  or  ra^ 
^Isr  the  @6d  «f  nature,  has  implanted  in 
the  lAind'of  niafi  ;  and  bafe  and  vile  is  he 
who  ftudies  to  erafe  them,  intimately  coti- 
ne£led  as  t%ey  arewith  our  very' beft' ^af-* 
feOiions. —Can  we  think,  my  friends,  how 
long  we  have  fat  tinder'  ^^uf^  '^ifit  and  our 
Jig-tree^  in  peace  and  jdy,  Encircled  by  our 
families  and  friends,  in  that  happy  land  we 
poffefs;  and,  with  this  pleafmg  remembrance 
dwelling  on  our  minds,  can  we  think  with 
indiiference  of  any  danger  which  threatens 
the  welfare  of  that  country  which  has  been 
the  mother,  the  hurfe,  rtthe  guardian  of  us 
all  ?  Can  we  think  without  horror,  of  fo- 
reign  invafion   laying  wafte    our   fruitful 
and   fmiling  fields,  or.  of  lawlefs  anarchy 
and  tumultuary  m(i)b^  attacking  our  peace- 
*fbb  habitations  ?>^Np  h' Peace  be  within  thy 
m)allsy  and  profpcrlt^  within  thy  palaces, 'Vf\\\ 
4l;j7/  ever 
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fBERM.  ever  be  the  earneft  pray ep  of  ev^ry  "vir- 
tuous ixkdin  I  for  my  brethren  and  compa^ 
nions'.fak€y  I  'will  ever  fay  ^  pe/rce^^ke  m;ithm 

r\-  IL  WjE,f>lq^icpuj;ftCOUft^.;^^[^th^j^t 
of  true  religlpn* ,  ?  ^  Ereed . feom :  the^ , do«u- 
.Jiipn^pf  Popifh  <fuperitition  and   darknefs 
-which  fo  long  overfpread  the  earth,  .hp;'e 
the  light  of  the  blefled   reforniation  con- 
tinues  to  fliine  in   its  greatcft   fplcndour. 
rj^ere  th^  forms  of.  religious  \v'o;-£bip,  are 
ii^i^mheried  with  j'Upo  pageantry ;pf,,y,^n 
5^it#s !  but,  agreeably  to  God's  iWAifd,  s^e. 
rplain  and  fimple,  yet  folemn  and  venerably. 
-Religion  has  among  us  neither  been  the 
engine   of  ecclefiaftical    tyranny,   nor  the 
^ftrumcnt  of  princely  defpotiim.     it ,  jbas 
'^Hftintained  a  proper, ^aljiance  with  the  rp- 
^jg^lai],  governmem  ^;fjtj>e^,ili)ite,   and  ,the 
.^rder  of  public  tranquillity.,.,.  The  chur.cli 
that  Jbas  been  eftabj^^jf^d.  by-  law,.,jla.  tl^e 
two  feparate  diviljon^of  theidand,  isfuited 
:^  ti)e  genius  «an4  ^ifpofi^ions  of  the  people 
in  reach. ;  \Vhil^f;tq;  the'  eftablilhed  church 
liiiS  givenritha^rpfj(^^#ic^  and ,  fuppoi-t .  irq^i 
f Tgo veru meutj^,  1  whf aUi  b^^t^ij  ith^  j^tere 
as  religion 
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relip-lon  and  the  welikfe <?)£■■  the  ft aye^ render    SERM. 

.  VI 

^topdr -and  due  ;  yet  tio  flpjd  cohformuy  ■k:^^.^^^^ 

to  Ht' IS  ex  a  died. '    All  pefrfecut'on  for  con- 

fclence-fake,  is  unknown.     They  who,  in 

their  modes  of  thinking,  or  in  their  religious 

'fbrni^,  differ  from  the  eftablifhed  church, 
krfe^ Hat''  fhlF' ^Hherty  withoiit   reproach ,  to 

^^Wfliif  God  aecordit^^to''ffielf  ov^a  opi- 
'nidns  arid' the  rites-  of  th tit  f^hers,  ft'S  long 
ats'  th^y  iWfVlH^e^  n<bt4he  jliblit  trahqtiiHUy 
tibt'diW^l:b%e-ffate.'^      '    ■'■''■^'   '•■ '    --'■^^' 

^^^'^  r  hO'v^^'afk,  t^^hat  eftablilhment  of 'rel'ig&Ai 
1tti6ve  friendly  *6i  public  ^■happiriefs*'i^c;>\&?Id 

^"ht  defired  or  framed  ?'H<:>^2iealoys  -dtigftt 
i\V  t6  be  for  its  prefer vati On  ?  HoUr  iiifeth 
on  oitr  guard  againft  every  danger  whicTi 
threatens  to  trouble  or  overthrow  it? — 
Gan  there  be  any  among  us  fo  infatuated 
aS  to  wifh  td  ekfchahge  it  for  that  new 
form;  of  things  iVliich  has  produced  fuch 
fatal  effeds  on-a'tileighbDuring  'land  ?  Were 
it'  ever  to  W  iteodirced  among  us,  it  is 
ridt  the  r^ttifh  df  ailticnt  fuperftition,  it  is 
nbt  the  bondage 'of' the  church  of  Rome, 
We'  "Would  hkV^^  to  dread :  evils  great  in 
themfelves,  but  fmaH  in  comparifon  of  what 
fuch  a  revolution  would  produce.     As  foon 
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SJE'RM.  asunder  the  guife  of  philofophy,  and  with 
the  pretence  of  unlimited  toleration,  the 
eftablifhed  forms  of  religion  were  demo- 
lifhed  in  France,  the  flood-gates  were 
opened  to  pour  a  torrent  of  avowed  in- 
fidelity, atheifm,  and  all  thegroffeft  immp^ 
ralities,  over  that  devoted  countryiiibWe 
iiave  beheld  the  throne  and  the  altar  over- 
thrown together:  and  nothing  but  a 
wretched  ruin  left,  where  once  a  (lately 
fabric  flood.  We  have  feen  the  venerable 
minifters  oi  religion,  ftripped  of  their  fub- 
fiftence,  torn  from  their  churches,  driven 
from  their  homes,  and  forced  to  wander  as 
exiles,  and  beg  their  bread  in  a  foreign  land. 
■ '  i\Ve  have  feen  the  laft  confolation  of 
the  wretched  deftroyed,  and  the  grave  fealed 
againft  their  hope,  by  the  public  declaration 

that  death  is  an  eternal  fleep. Such  have 

h^^\i  the  blefled  fruits  of tthat  new  order  of 
things  which  .bQaftedi5?f  being,  to  r^ (lore 
happincrti  to  all  the  natipns.  Such  are  the 
confecjue^c^,  w.-e  .hayGito  ^xpecl  .among 
<)i^r/|ilv^s,  ,^f  ,^jv^r  .tj^eT.hJvCv^^ngerous  o^i- 

1^  .^s  [t^iv,a>y  ajr^  ft'«^  ^h$-jth,ough  t.  Wnh. 
carneilners  kt  us  pray  for  ihe  peace  of^attc 
.  3tn  Jcrtifalm ; 
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yerufalem  ;  and  for  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  our  s  E  R  M. 
God^  let  us  -zealoujly  feck  its  good, 

III.  We  lovenouT  country  as  the  feat  of 
liberty  and  laws  ;  a  mild,  wife,  and  happy 
gorernment.  This  opens  a  much  wider  field 
oi"  difcourfe,  than  the  bounds  of  a  fermon 
admit.  But  on  this  part  of  the  fubje£t  being 
happily  anticipated  by  fo  many  excellent 
publications  which  have  lately  appeared,  I 
fliall  content  myfelf  with  making  a  few  lead-* 
ing  obfervations.»^-The  ends  for  which  men 
unite  in  fociety  and  fubmit  to  government 
are,  to  enjoy  fecuritiy'to  their  property,  and 
freedom  to  their  perfons  from  all  injufttcg 
or  violence.  The  more  completely  thofe 
ends  are  obtained,  with  the  leaft  diminution 
of  perfonal  liberty,  the  nearer  fiich  goverri*i 
ment  approacheSstO'  perfedion  :  I  fay,  a|y- 
proaches  to  it;-fdr  a  perfe(!^  government  is 
a  mere  chimera.  Beft^re  we  can expe(3:  it  to 
take  place,  we  rauft  wait  till  we  fee  any  one 
thing  whatever  arrive  at  perfedion  on 
cil^th.  The  two  extr(?rnes  to  be  guarde'd 
againft  are,  defpotifm,  where  all  are  'flaVfe^f 
aihdknar<!hy^  where  al'l''wo'u?d  rtrlevaiiB  rk)^ 


VI 
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Si:RM.  The  Britlfh  government  may  appear  a|^ 
different  periods  to  have  iiicHni^d  iibmefjm^jS 
to  tne  one,  and  fqrr.etlmeotO;  jf^es  oth«sr  of 
thofc  extren>€8. ;  :  In  its  pref^^tift^jiygity 
juftly  be  accounted  to  be  rei^^Pj^^e^  Iftd??^ 
equal  diftance  fr9m  cither  .of ilhgf^j^vpjj^^ 
and  therefQ^'ejXsO.h^ye  approached  pe^f^fi^j? 
the  perfedioa  of  focial  order,  ;]tf^an_,f^fi5f 
other  government,  anticnt  or  mod€rp^y^,'J^q 
this  point  it  has  arrived  in  the  progtefs^.of 
9ges,  not  in  confequence  of  theories  fcrrned 
}>-^ripe.cuIatiye  men,  fuch  as  our  modern  re* 
Ipripi^i:?^  ;l>Ulin  .oonfequence  of  experiments 
fP4dp>  ajid|:rJ»alM  undergone.  Experience, 
that  great  parent  of  all  but  efpecially  of 
political  wifdom,  taugiu  a  brave,  generous^ 
and  high-fpiritcd  people,  how  to  correct,  by 
degrees,  preceding  evils,  and  to  form  the 
wifeft  plan  for  liberty,  aiadfecurity.  In  this 
ftate  we  now  find  the  Britifli  conflitution. 
It  ftands  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
like  an  antient  oak  in  the  wood,  which,  after 
having  overcome  many  ablaft,  overtops  the 
other  trees  of  the  foreft,  and  commands  re- 
fpe€t  and  veneration."  AU  foreigners  look 
to  it  with  wonder,  and  with  envy,  as  thfe 
happieft  fy item,  that  ever  was  devifed  fox 
':^\  .  ^  uniting 
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Igniting  digni ty  in  the  maglftrate  and  liberty   s  E  R  M. 
in  the  fiibjed,  with  protedlion  and  fecurity       ^^* 
to  all.     Juftly  niay  we  challenge  thofe  who 
attempt  to  criticife  it,  to  produce,  from  the 
Annals  of  hiftory,  any  examples  of  fuch  a 
multitude  of  men  as  the  Britifh   fubjeds, 
held  together  in  the  bonds  of  civil  fociety, 
under  fo  few  rcftraints,  and  Avith  fuch  full 
enjoyment  of  freedom  as  we  poffefs  :  blefled 
too  for  a  whole  century  paft  with  a  fuc- 
ceilion"  of  pflhces,  who  made  the  laws  -of 
thfe  'l^iM''^theff>rule   of  their   government  i 
bleffed  now  with  a  Sovereign  at  the  head  of 
the  empire,  to  whom  fadion  itfelf  cannot 
impute,  throughout  his  long  reign,  any  ads 
of  tyranny,  cruelty,   or  oppreffion;   whofe 
perlonal  virtues  and  v^rhofe  domeftic   con- 
dud  hold  forth  to  the  nation  fuch  a  high 
example  of  piety^ -decency,  and  good  order, 
.aSyif  generally  followed,  would  render  all 
,his  fulijeds  happyia     .  .  .i;^  };    ,>. 

I.Jin  oppoiitionio  fuch  fentiments  asl  haye 
jjtjw  deiivered  iu  favour  of  the  conllit\itiQ>r 
of  our  country^.rji^^^iii^ei  called  upon,tJ?5yc^ 
jCiectain  fet  of  mjeji^  to  JQok  to  a  re^ubjijeqis 
tke  glory  of  all  govern mmts.  Thsrg,  ^€ 
are  told,  every  man ;.cQ«1ies.for]th  tQi^^,  his 
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SERM.   part  with  vigour  ;  and  by  the  exertion  of 
^^'       his  talents,  Has  opportunities  of .  riiiog  '^ 

the  higheft  diftindion  and  power. In 

reply  to  this^  let  it  be  obferved,  ^rft^.  that, 
there  are  no  advantages  claimed  by  a.r^TI 
public,  but  what  under  the  Britifh  conft^-^ 
tution  are  enjoyed  to  the  full.  On  the  ej^-i 
crtion  of  any  laudable  and  honourable  taleri^, 
whatever,  no  "reftramt  islaiiiL;fQO  odious* 
diftin£lions  take  place  petw^en  the  nobility^ 
and  the  people ;  no  fevere  exclufive  privi-t 
leges  are  pofleired  by  the  former  to  the  prcr^j 
judice  of  the  latter ;  but  merit  in  eyery  rank. 
has  the  freeft  fcope,  ar^d.exarnples  abound. 
of  perfons  riling  %-the.i4r  'talents  from  orr;\ 
dinary  rank*  and  humble  birth  to  high  dif»Y 
tinO:ion  in  the  ftate.  ,       ._  *   .mj,    1 

But  next,  it  may  be  boldly  aflerted,  that 
of  all  the  forms  of  gcv^rnment  which  have 
been  eftablifhed  on  thie  earthy  the  republican 
is  attended  withrth^  ^gr^ej^p^ft.fiifadvantages 
to  thofe  who  live  under  it.  .    In  a  fmall 
ftate,  where  the  pepple  refemble  the  inrj 
habitants  of  one  family^,  the   management 
of  their  concerns  can  cnor^^  faf^ly  be  carried 
oh  by  their  own  joint  fiounfels,  without,, 
any  fupreme  magiftrate.      But  if  govern-  r 
6  ment 
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rilettt  1)e  Extended  over  a  lafge  ittntary^  st^k-M. 
and  over  numerous  inhabitants  of  different 
orders  and  fortunes*  it  has  ever  been  found 
iiiipoffiblfe  i6  'preferve  any  well-regulated 
balan(i6  of  crb'w'er  iinder  a  republican  con- 
ilitufioii.'    It 'has  ever  been,  and  never  can 
be,  afiy  other,  than  a  perpetual  conteft  be- 
tweeti  oligarchy  and  democracy  ;  between 
the  rich  and  the  poor ;  between  a  few  po- 
pular kacl^r's  who  Sifyit'i  io  the  chief  in- 
fldencfe,  and'  tM  ikitrilty  "vl'iolence  of  a  tur*  J 
bulent  rhultifud'e.     Irl  fuch  ftates  an  'inter- 
nal warfare  of  this  kind  has  been  almoft 
always  carried  on,  with  fiac^  violent  cbnvul- 
fions  and  patty' animofities,  as  have  given 
rife  to  more  ihiferies  than  have  been  fuf- 
fered  under  any  other  form  of  government 
whatevcr.'-^-^-Tfb'rio  purjiole  are  quoted  to 
us  the  heroes  of  tjreec'e  and  ^onie.  Amidfl , 
the  agitations  of  popular  government,  oc- 
cafidns  will  fometiliies  be  affbrded  for  emi- 
nent abilities  to  break'  forth'  with  peculiar^^ , 
lafti^e^.      Blil #mie "^'lite  agitation?  allow!. 
a  few  individua/^^tfi^te'uniommoiily 
tiAruiflied,  the'  ^'eSffaf  coridition   of  the 
pebple  remains  calaMitDiis  and  wretched. 
Under  defpotic  governments,  miferable  iri-'^ 
Vol.  V,  JT  ^         deed 
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S  E  RM,   deed  k  the. condition, of  thofe  who  are  neax 
the  throne.     But  while  they  are  oltcn  the 

the  ordinary  A*«s^  01^  t^e^pwpl^^^^^^^^l,  di^ 
tance  from  Ae  tliupder  of_pojj(f^r,j,^^5^|;^^ 
for  the  nvQlt  part,  in  their  inferior  .^fitik 
ations,  unmolelted.  Whereas^  under  f^ 
multitude  of  popular  governours,  oppreflion 
is  more  ext^^fiyely  fqlt^^^^  Jt  p^^r^ptrates  imto 
tfcmteflp^r^Qifj^i^ 

tjjran^yjhe  humble  apd^pb^j^  ^^^{j^^Uabler 
to  be  as  much  harafTqd.  a^yL^^^^jis  tie 
great  and  the  wealthy.      ,  ,    ...  .. 

r  If  any  one  doubt  qf^thofe  fads,  let  him,, 
look  at  the  )^re/"^i^^'f'Ja,^^^jp|^4he  repubjij:, 
eftabli{K^4^ny|^^;^^^i;^^       which  ^^ 
have  fo  often  beeamfprtunately  obliged  to* 
allude..    He  will  there  behold  a  memorable 
example  fet  forth  to  th,?  world  ;  but  an  ex-, 
ample,  not  for  Imitation,  out  for  inflrudioQ 
and  caution  ;  an  example,  not  of  exploits 
to  be  copied,  or  of  ^dv^^t,ag,e^  to  be  gained, 
but   01   all /the  evils  ap-ainft,  w,hich  ineu,, 
joined  in  lociety,  oy^t- to  %n^  gp  :jM^t 
guard..  ;jljq^,^yiljj^l^^^^^ 
halls  hung  rounc),  )^t{f,  monuments  of  pro--i 
(criptions,  maflacres^  imprifonpnents,  requi-. 

i     ;  10   .  fitions. 
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nti 0 n^,  dbmiciHary  feafcnesV  and  1  iicfn  other  s  E  R  M . 
tropliied  of  the  glorious  vi<Si:ory  of  repub-      VI- 
Ucanlfm  oV^t^  nionarchlcal  power.     0  my 
/out.  ddnit  nbi  Wvtetnio  ^acirfecrct ;  into  their 
ajfifiM^^  jr^tti^  ffpripur^ioefioflfiou  united; 
f^r'thiH-^^Snger  mqtj^er^i^rjiha  weir  wrath 

lOiTl^-iqqv^  ,Hiuoni07O§  iJiluqoqlo  ^hp'iiiliii . 

erer^^¥8^dl]ie^/af^&W?fie^MM^^gb- 

I64lrfg  aric!'¥felpeSlnrte^oia^,^^I?fe 
mains  to  point  out  tae  duties  to  wnich  trie 
Icrte  of  our  country  gives  rife-  Though 
thefe  branch  out  into  niatiy  particulars,  tliey 
may  be  comprlfed  under  tivo  general  heads; 
the  duties  whitH^ife'Viiii&^  oCiis  liipm 
charaderas  privatSiifeS/  ati^thbfe  wMch 
beloHg  to  us  in  a  poutical  capacity  ias^'ftib- 
jeds  and  citiz^rlsi^  .nofhJi/.u  .. ;  .  ..:  ,0.^. 
-jiolq?'.')    iC  !on   ('3lqrrii:z3  Hi:  ,  v.(ZiVi'r>'j  hi,. 

■^'¥ii:^:,'^  p^JS^'fe-en  iild^ClwiftiaW 
let  'us  culti\^ate'tfofe  virtues  which  ate  ef- 
feti^mV  ^o  '^  profpetity  'OT  oiir^  coifnWy.  ■ 
The'fedndation  of  ilt  public  Kappmefs  rnfaft'; 
be  laid  in  the  good  cdndiidl  of  in^ivid^^al5 ';  • 

^  ■       .T  Genefia,  xlix.  6,  j. 

^"'^-  K2  in 


S  E-K M.  ip.  theiri  r*ndufl:ry,  foWietyj  jmftice,  andf 
regular  attention  to  the  duties  of  their  feve- 
ral  ftations..  Such  virtues  are  the-fincws 
and  ftrength  of  the  ftate ;  they  a.re,the,ru£- 
port$  of  its  profperlty  at  horaej^;^n^d^/>f  ^^^ 
reputation  a}>?oad  ;^  while  luxury,  corrjip^'. 
tion,  venality,  and  idlenefs,  unnerve  the 
public  vigour,  difgrace  the  public  charader^ 
,^^  m^^.  the  way  to  general  ruin.  Every 
.^•Yk^jiQY^^ver  fafbionable^  that  becomes  pre- 

g#  i4SgE^.^d^fi^ts  prevalence,  .-^^^he  .health 
te^  ^i>g^fj?f^fe  n^ion  be  impaired.  Few 
i^mk%nm^}m^  ^^^  ^e^'er  ftill  by  our 
iS9W''?^'^^'^oRfftil^x^J'-^^^'"'^^^^  ^^  promoting 
^^  ^#tKfFr:i9fiiHF  f  9^'^^^y  ^^'^^^^^^  ^^"^  P^o- 
i^^Mi^eH^ij  bPA^^r^F^  i§^-f^ne  fpherein 
b%byi>?Jl^fti^tf^d^  as^Bcnefaaors  to  it,; 

Jlerf;  and  perfc>rmmgja.|Worthy  and  honour- 

proacl>».^n|i^it%  n?m  ^fifV^^/.f^^fk-,^ 
^-i^i^opg.tte^e  ^'irt^ip^.^  w,j)ifi^.the,lQy4 
.^  our  cQunti;yrj<:aUs  'us,  4et  us  not  fpxget 
i^ffety  to  God.     Wkhjout  a  proper  fenfe  of 

religion. 
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religion,  and  a  due  acknowledgment  of  that  SERM. 
fuprcme  Power  which  rules  among  the 
kingdoms,  no  ttatioA  ■ 'v^as  ever  found  to 
profper  long.  Let  thofe  fophiftical  rca- 
fonersj  whif)  would  teach  Us  that  philofophy 
dtighr  tldw  to  fuperfede  the  sintient  preju- 
dkcl!^^<tf<l^erigion,  lodk  tb  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  irepublics  which  they  fo  highly  admire^ 
efpecially  'to  the  hift6ry  of  the  Romans. 
Thfey  wiU  there  find,  that,  during  the 
&ee{l  and  tii'dft  fidUrifhing  periods  of  the 
republic,  the  Romans  were  thd  ttidft  re- 
ligious of  all  nations.  The  Senate  at  tio 
fJt^d^aflemMed,  no  cbnful  entered  on  Tiis 
dfi^ej  'no  i.gtfeat  puhKe  tneafure  wks  ever 
Undertaken^  With  but  '{>reVJous  religious  fer- 
vices,  without  ptay^fe^  and'  facrifice.  After 
every  vidory,  -foii^ttiil  thfenkfgivings  were 
o^rfed  tO'  the'  gotlfi-;:  and  upon  any  defeat 
that  was  fuftailiij^^,^'  pl^yic' huniiliations  and 
ptoc^ffibnS  Were  decteed,  in  ordeSr '  to  de- 
preciate thfe  difj^Ie^fare  of  Heaven*  That 
much  fuperftkion  and  folly  entered  into 
What  they  called  religion,  wi41  Bfe  readily 
admitted  ;•'  brut  ftilf  it  implied  reverence 
th ' '  a  ^  fiipreme  Pb wt<^"  in  heaven,  *  which 
j'lll^^d  W\'  the  affairs  cf  men,  and  was  en- 
'    ';     ■  '    ^  ^^3  titled 


SE|lM..  tilled  tq. 4^^ Ko;n age.  Hence. tbat  facred 
,_,  i^  rerpe(St\*t9i^^\-,Qatb,,,4S^aa..4nviolable  obli^- 
gation,  which  -lo4ig  diftirEgui{he4  the  Ro- 
ii>ans  j,and  hiftopians  have  remarke^j-that 
when  the  fev^reace  for  an  oath  began  to  be 
diminiihed>ji;^nd;*the  looreepicuieaii  f)  item 
which  difqarded.tliie  belief  of  Providence  to 
be  introduccfdii  |fee^,ll<>H]^i>£l^©i%fi^^ 
profperity  fro^,;|Ji%fe  p^tfl^ii^gW^O: de- 
cline.  Thefe  arerfthipgc^ritfiat  belong  to 

puf  adinonitii)n3t,pp  '^'v}^9^iik^^P^4f.  ,^Jh 
WprM^^i&^^^^im  odt:  fbfriw  or; -^Q  ,mioq 
9Jirnj3ioffr|o  iltril  6t\H'.  .\shti'^\'\fi6in\iii\noii 
f?Jrf^ff^jfe<^^iiB^c§^jas  we.wTpwld  ihp^ 
9**r  J9MP3^^  our^  country,  let  us  join  to  the 
virtuest^ipf-  private  men,  thofe  which  belong 
to  us.in  ;^.  poUticai  capacity  as  fqbjedt^  and 
citizenfn  .Thefe  muft  appear  in  Royalty  tO 
<^t  fpvereign,  IJJ,  fel^fpifl^oi^  to  the  author 
rjfcy  qf  rulers  aad  n^gjftp^^es,  and  in  rear 
dinefsfto  fupport  the  meafures  that  arq 
taken  for  public  welfare  and  defence. 
Withoutregar^JqfUQ^  duties  as  thefe,  it 
is  evident  not  lOolyibthftt  the  ftatc  cannot 
floviriQi,^  b»^ji  &ifi^\ithii%)^oii^mnot  fiibfiA^ 
Accordingly .  they  i*r^fftii?ottgl^(jbound  uponif 
us  by  the  authority  of  fcnj[)jt^re.     Lei  every 
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foul  be  fubjedf  to  the  b'tghe)^' p6'ti)M\  ivho-  SERM. 
fieHjer'tefiJldb  the- poU^&,^yeJiJhtb-^tBe'  drcii-  ^J^ 
"ii^c&xf  Bbdi^'^W'6t^'htif)f'''are  not  cr  terror 
W'^^oM^'ix^my,^  Brif^y^tm^iviL  Wherefore 
■3^  mitfiwiS^he  f^jeSf,  ^bf  only  for  wratb^ 
^iff  'i^(^foiri^'^J0enee  faht"^ :  Such  paflages 
M  tM^ '^Iftlri  U^  litde^d^ngcr  6f  our  mifurf^ 
^tikdMla^' z.iptdetit,  2Li  if' they  enjoined 
tl^^fla^ifh;jRlbmiffibti  tb  authority  in  things 
iihfer#te!i  ^^^^i^^'is  by  no  ^^eans  the  ek- 
trenic  fiy^^'Wlfielff-tHe  fpirit  of  the^  tirfi^ 
points^  or  to  which  the  nature  of  6'tir^ci'^il 
conftitution  leads.  The  full  opportunity 
til^t^isi^^i^^ti^fbi^^^hg^Vact^^'^^^te^i)^^ 
fe^g-J  ft*t^P^iMW'^iat«>,^  tl^^  fttedorfi^^f 
iff^fa!So1i^yfl^al!^bail^ft^iMtf(^i^tKat;4^^^^^ 
fo^'ed  both  in  dif^o^fei^afta'wri^ii4g,'^?s'^- 
fufficient  guard^-^kinft^Sll*  approachfe^'-  tb 
unwarrantable^ TOfefi!*^  6f  power ^Ri  ffife' 
I^^ri}'ai4di^to^^iiMftia€€F  tomiffion^  m  m 

.5  oB^  Wh^^'W^'^iy  ly^  Y^xik '  this"  bTigMi^afc 
i^antag^'ofi-th^i^Ufee^tt^'bf  the  ^VQh'm6^i 
fi^edom  ' Of^  poKtidal-  difauflion, '  and--^^ft» 
«^- behold'k  |)eti)^fUa1lf  iafdirigdase^il«ft^ 
ib^^y  iheefc -•ofti;|ltoWho-^*rer4ri-^  pdw<fei^^"fet^ 

'^'^  K /\.  beware. 


_jasi*^.,^ 


S  E  R  M,  be  ware,,  ^  ^.e|t^  ,abu  fing  puu  liberty,  we .  fuS^~  j 
it  to.il.e§(enej:§Li^  intp  licentioufnefs.^  Tli^  I 
multitycj^.we  well  know,  are  Al\vay^Pfon§<i 
.to,3^iJ^-jfa\il5,,with  ttiofe  who  ^ifo.  f^f.ove^i 
tbieip^. aijkd  to.ar;-^iga  their  .ci^u^ij  ^afl^T 
tQp  ^fte.u  this  fpir.it  app^^^^l|i^^^|^ig(} 

in  t,he  com^,cp,^^^o-^Jj^  ra^oagen^ill.i 
of  I  a  great   empire,  efpedally  in  difficulj^j 

,tiiifs.^,kj;he  cQndu£t  of  an^unwldcly  <an4i 

^n?%!^f  ^-  SF7icfete§^c^  ^>^  violeJ?t  c^rvr . 

arjf  |p.5^Hy.^9nl^9M3%i*i  moderation  i^.. 
^^?t^m^\mMh\^i^^^^  l-.hey  are  verj^. 
^5§fflP^^  4^^,gff>,fi^M(4{])f^  niuch  mor^ 
'^MA^i^Aw'^^^'irAf^^'^^  ^;  ,gOvern,r^ 

in£il.^n|(;^'^apdj.^ij3i^|  ofnft^i  the  arts  in 
^^f l^^ithe  fHtti^;^.  mtis^^i^n^hf^  se^gftgedj  j 

^Vf|M/^^^4^e4Jif;5iiU4%^         /or  the,t^ikm 

^^t  Jjarl;^pe;^.wJ)^Qp|f;g?fl^9  is  rCQB#dereiJfe 

aa  a  trade  .-^Jl^^u^  s>ifer^,Byifti&!q'''4li^4»t<?; 

..y^^Ti-  take 


VL 
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take  up  ;  when  the  manufa<3:urer  qufts'liiS  SERM, 
loom,  arf  the  artiian  Jay's  down  his  todls^ 
in  -oMfer  tO'  cotftriv'^^'plian'sr  for  reforming 
the  ilikteij  ari€  tb''6bnftittite  fecieties  for  car- 
rying his  ^^Mis  into  exectitlbn  I  what  can 
be^^!ij>^<3:^ed'f6  follow  frdm  fuch  a  fplrit,  if 
it  A^r^rd^  to'  becoi^e  pirevalerit,  but  the  moft 
(\it^^  febhfttfibh  i^-^-J^Wefe  the  ralhnefs  of 
foftie,  -who^B'  iii1:6riti9]^s'¥l'e''fnWoceht,  the 
only  Bi^il  i^  b^^i^d^y  tlS^aanpr'^ould 
b^  }6fs*  '^^ii¥Ms  Always  to  be  apprehetided 
that  t^fe  -bjiferatlons  of  fuch  perfons  are  di- 
rected by'  tdt^  'Who  hdve  deeper  deflgri^'  in. 
vieW  ;  wk<)  f(^ek  '^<>  ^^i^broil  the  ftate'  m 
order 'to  brittg  ft^ft^afd^^niielVei';  whofe 
gitt  k  Is  t6  ri(e^ifeft9'eMhen(ie,  thdugh  it' 
were-  on  the  ruins  <if  public  tranquillity  and 
order.  -  Let  fuch  -  ^eft ,  IF  any  fuch  there 
bcj  conftder  A^^elP^A/^hat -the  cohfequences 
may  b^  of  fomenting^  the' fpirit  of  prefunl^- 
tiiQus  ■  fe novatien*^^  lb  'i^%  dangerous  wea- 
pon 1*^j<th  they  attempri  to  wield.     By  the 
agitatloii  which  thieyiraife  among  a  blind 
multi-tudei  they^-ar^'givrrig  impulfe  to  the 
m^ti<)>n9 !  of  ^a  #6!e^¥^^ngirtfe,  which  often 
difdidifes^  it^  ^^x^^s^^6ti^tlS^^ltaad^  ()£ 
th6lfe^^h^fir|^  tfb^^^-its  f|rt^gs/^^''-    , 
^^^^'  Upon 


^'^-  ,    tllati|?aPtet   our   -round^^6f  %Tconteil^ 
whetheP^fS^e^  •  SrT^  r^^l^Vr  Imaginary 
gfieVancej^J/are  t6  f^v^\  Eri(!^tl:?Sf  for  fo  greit 
a  number  of  public  bleffings,  we  have  reafoii 
to  bl els  the 'God  of  Heaven,     W^e^ive  in  a 
land  of  pure  religion,  of  liberty,  and  laws, 
and   under  a  juft   and   mild   government. 
However  the  opinions  of  men  may   differ 
about  this  or  that  political  meafure  adopted 
by  government,  it  may  with  confidence  bs 
faid,  that  we  have  much  reafon  to  refpe£t 
tkofe    rulers,  under  whofe    adminiftration 
the  empire,  though  engaged  in  a  hazardous 
and  expenfive  war,  has  all  along  continued 
to  hold  a  high  rank  among  the  nations  of 
Europe,    and   has   attained    to   that   flou- 
riihing  ftate   of  commerce,  opulence,  and 
fafety,  in   which  we  behold  it  at  this  day  : 
infomuch  that  perhaps  the  greateft  dangers 
we  have  to  apprehend,  arife  from  the  jea- 
loufy  with  which  rival  nations  behold  our 
fuperiority   at    fea,    and    our   wealth    and 
ftrength  at  home. — Let  our  prayers  afcend 
frequently  to  Heaven  for  the  continuance 
of  thofe  bledlngs  ;   for  the  peace  of  our  ye^ 
rufaltm ;  for  peace  within  her  walls ^   and 

profperity 
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frofperity  within  her  pQlac^es;  ^^'^^,)s^^,^t  SERMw 
admonuion  of  fcripture  never  be  forgpUea  i   ^ 
^y  fatly  fear  thou  God ;  honour  the  king  ; 

T^^^&  jV£rf  fiW  'pgnfll'jld  oildi/qlo  i'3(li?!i?ri  s 

^?7/£l  bfifj  ^'■^(3i3di[  to  ,ffOig(Io7  3-iijq  io  bnid 
Jnsr.irrt^vog   Wim    bm.   ilLfj^  i^    isbnu   Liu. 
y^\h   --(/jfo   a:3m  lo  enoifiiqo  -jxh  ic>v37/oH 
bsKjobii  aii/Usm  IfiDiifiloq  j£rh -10  eixij  Juodi 
yd  oonobftnoD  jfiiw  Y£fnli  ,,tn3fnfn9Yog  \6 
fi^qlsf  o?  nol£Di  rformi  ^y^dX  3w  jbiI}  jbk'i: 
fioij£ii}inirTtb£   siorlv/- "^jobaif  jgislui   3lod3 
'e-UobiJESiiil  £  i\i  btJgijgna  dgooili  ^aiiq/ria  3fb 
b^unijrtoj  ^npU  Ik  e^d  f'ffiw  a/iinaqxs  bn£ 
io  ■  8fioiJ£.n  'jifif  gfiGixiB  iriEi  dgi d  £  biari  o? 
>uoF):  ^tdtyo?   b3fii£j;£   asd   bn js,    t^qoiuH 
bn£  ,3Dn!jifirqo  f-^oi^rufnoD  Io   i^iefi^nrrfli"'- 
\Lh  aifll  i£  ji  biodsd  37/  fiDi'd-.v    at  tT^s>li>^ 
8-i3ga£b-  ft33.c^'rg  Ddj  8q'£d.-rj(|  7i,H3  daumdlni 
'£9[  Dfl]  ifio'ii  3in£  ^bn&de>iqqi;.  o:f  37£rf -37/ 
luo  bf.ed^d   8noij£rt  kvii  doid'/r  fill//  ^'luol 
bQ£    djli;3'/f   luo    bn£    ,£3t  ■?£   Y^nonaqul 
bfi^'jljB  8i3Y£iq  'iijo  33J — i3mod  )£  djgnsiil 
2Dn£unnaoD  ^dj  lol  n3V£3H  OJ  yhnaupaii 
-^y^'^  ^\vo'\^  !s,^^.':><J5^  "i^X^  lol  ^  agniBsid.slod:!  lo 


^IV 


^?  ^    .q-iq, ,3ill  pzai  j/u.  ^ij  -w^aiui.i^;;i.,,,^^j^^ 
bfiii  ^  noi:Jn3.il6   haL    yhj  lod   7oi;'fi£fliQi;r/j 

i'iJj  Ql  ylqqs  blooiD  sxl  ^^il^nijnjJ  Tjd  loi 
-3cf  'isxi  iiL,f}rrf  nrllii—iwiiiirjiij  jilj  lo  tgnl:! 
Ill  tsd  oj  jfl3m3DnLvLii  o'ruDOiq  b/i£  ^hA 
'h  arkbqlad  13v/}(7b  i'^H   .snunoi  briB  i(n£i 

iLicdliW  ,3oi  liiDi-jiq  rjil  fbr//  bsiTntJjno 
^yif^sp.,U7ito  her^  "  ^^old  tbott  hajl  heeri 

^^!^\^^\fQ.  ks  e(one  for  thee  ?  Wouldfi  thQu^^t; 
-njO':jJP^^^'^  fi^.  ^^  ^^  ^^*^S%  ^^  to  the  captain 

jiflivil  hi'.':  {J.LIL1  nwo  YfH  iu  miin  )q  bni;  '* 


Shunem  had;e|i;«5,i:fi||^.,^feat^jhoj(p 
Ikyjoxhe-pn^jibexi 

cj^tfnmociate  .KiqxiUjiii^  ;ra^^  journey  Ings^ 
riieji44;xftufc.d4.^^ai?ibe;r  tq,  be, built  fcff 
Uipi,  Si3jace4it.tp.her  hou^e,  where  h^  might 
bcfturnilhedwith  all  thfit,  accprdin^.to  the 
li^^'ithcjt^  J^Cjltijofe^.tiixies^  was.  want^^/or 
..fk^'^         '■'       '^3    ^hl$ 
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his  entertainment.     In  the  text,  the  pro-  SERM. 

vii. 
phet,  by  his  fervant  Gehazi,  acknowledges 

the  obligatit)ii3  )^Q.  il^y-'  ytnder  to  this  good 
woman  for  her  care  and  attention ;  and 
bein^  at  that  ^ime  in  favour  with  the  king  of 
Ifrael,  defuses  to  know,  ivfiether,  in  return 
for  her  kindnefs,  he  fhould  apply  to  the 
king,  or  the-eaptain  of  the  hoft,  in  her  be- 
half, and  procure  advancement  to  her  in 
rank  and  fortune.  Her  anfwer  befpeaks  all 
the  modefty^-'of  en€  who  was  fatisfied  and 
contented  with  her  prefent  lot.  Without 
any  alfedation  of  uncomrhoti  ^irtue,^  or 
ihy  haughty  contempt  of  the  prophet's 
offers,  flie  mrldly  r6plids,V*' -/</'j£'^//  among 
'^  'Mint  cwn pedpk^^'^  ^^\^\^i^  iii-t!i»d  con- 
*'  ditioh  to  which  I'Vas  born|m'fily  native 
"  land;  araon^'ffiy'orTgln^l  con 
"  and  pcrfons  of  my  own  rank  ;  and  living 
^^  j:here  in  peace,'  I  h'a^e  rib  dcflrea  of  aj|u- 
<*^'i%y  ^higte  r^'^^'  ^-'-^^^^  -^  ^, 
'*l^e'lt^Sj^rqf'{Hlf;Wt>ttiiy^«hunamk^ 


coiitent^fnent,'  is  \"^^af  r^6\y  propdfefe  Voitr 
in^itatien.  It  Itattds.  in  opDonnon.  to  that 
remefs  and  dlfc'biiteriteii'  Tpirit  which  Xo 
'-'  often 


VII. 

con 
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look  with,  conterfif  t"  ^  tifa£Tllte.'  'if  li% 

and  fpliere   of  adioii    .wSioi  "^IPto^aSBnce 

has  allotted  tnem  ;  ana  encoura^ne  every. 

real  or  ^iuppoiea  diicouragement  ^o  Vtcy 

upon  thcif  minds,^  ma^es  &exn.  pine  ior 

lome  change  oi  fortune. ,    . .    .  ,      ,  , 
^iVi:;  ,  bnrA  8id-yd   bn£  *•' 

•^Itjs  proper,  however-  to  oWetve,  that 
scjofi     J       .  i.Mjtwiujtjji  Dn^  .vnjrnljnrVm 
tnis  moderation  oi  irimt  whifch  I, am  tipw 

jrtecommendin^,  is  not  inconiment  wirh  qui;' 

liaviiig  a  fenfe  of  wliat  %  unealy  or  difr 

trefling  m  ou^ -lor,  and  endeavouring,  by 

fair  meatis,' to  ren'dfi^^citf^^eondltion  more^ 

agreeable.  .  Entire  apathy,' brpaflive  indif- 

lerence  to  air  tne  circuinltances   or    our_ 

cb'ittelitment  rdquiFes  and  TiippofeS,  is',^tha'P 
XJ^WH'  a  mind  free  from  repiriing  Sinx\Hif/ 
Wfe^Sakethe  heft  of  our  condition  what^Vi^t 


^   'jj 

^f^^i5mW%2i7"ith^t'  ga^f  it^ 

t!tiA-Ma4^e^^ffiargj^^61p4^\i^  {Hannisr 
Withoiira^ykti^lii^tWafetxli/tondi'tib^^^ 

by' tihfkir  meabs-  'arid  without  ^inf'm€r^ 
'■j^i:^  muring 
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mu^.inf; ^j^ainft  the  Providence  of  Heayen,    SE  RM;^ 
-77"  Inr  th^t  ftate  in  which  it  pleafed  God 


llVji 


"  remain,.as  Ipno:  as  it  (nail  pe  his  pleafure 
to  continue  nie  there.  He  has  placed  me 


"  llowed.     Triefe  I  fhall  fludy  to  improve^ 

**  and  by^his  kind  t*rovidencc   favouring 
,i£flj  .avpLao  oJ  flnvovj* ;    .       -r  ,      ° 

"  my^inaultry.  ana  application,  1  may  iiope 
jVVQit  in£.l  riiuiv/  -M^y^L  T     ■  ^    .    ^ 

tney.win  be^mcrealed.  in  the  mean  time, 

'\i  relt  iatisned-:  and  Gomplain    not.     L 

\i:§ii!PS?Mli%Z" ^m\)c>  ill  anma., 

becomes,  it  will  be  faid,  of  that,  laud^l^^ 
ambition,  which  has  prompted  man);bp]^ly^ 
to  alpire  with  honour  and.  fuccefs,Jkr,l)£- 
yond  their  original  Hate  of  life:?-^I  rea^^^j 
admit,  that  on  Ibme  among  the  fons.af  men,, 

%^)%hL,^M!P%o^^  be(lowed,^^7"^^, 
them  out  6V.;WJ^aB|j^(Mi%lMkpi 
elevation  ;  Uv^g  ^^Yi^i^mj^Mk 
in  antient  and  jnod.ern  ^irne^^  Jiav^^J^j^^-j^ 

o^poitunijt)?  of  dilHnguinnng,!^ 
b^9f^a<i;);c^?.s  ,to  tiejr  .cpuntv.v.iijpdj^^^^^^u- 
^^i':^^^' "      "     ^ -^^kind;- 
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A- 

SERM.  kind.     But  thefe  are  only  a  few  fca&rei 
VII  . 

ftars  that  fhine  in  a  wide  hemifphere  ;  fuch 

rare  examples  afford  no  model  for  general 
condud:. — It  is  not  toperfonsof  this  defcrip- 
lion,  that  I  now  fpeak.     I  addrefs  myfelf 
to  the  multitude  ;  to  the  great  body  of  men 
in  all  the  various   walks   of  ordinary   life. 
Them  I  warn  of  the  danger  of  being  mifled 
by  vanity  and  felf- conceit,  to  think  them- 
felves  deferving  of  a  much  higher  llation 
than  they    poflefs.     I  warn  them,  not  to 
nourifh  afpiring  defires  for  objeds  beyond 
their  power  of  attaining,  or  capacity  of  en- 
joying ;   and  thereby  to  render  themfelves 
unhappy    in  their  prefent  condition,  and 
diffatisfied  with  all  that  belongs  to  it. — By^ 
this  reftlefs  difcontented  temper,  I  fhall  pro-  ■ 
ceed  to  fhow  that  they  incur  much  guilt,  and 
involve  themfelves  in  great  folly  and  mifery. 

First,  difcontent  carries  in  its  nature 
much  guilt  and  fm.  With  this  confidera- 
tion  I  begin,  becaufe  I  am  afraid  that  dif. 
contentment  is  commonly  treated,  in  a  reli- 
gious view,  more  flightly  than  it  deferVes. 
A  gontented  temper,  we  are  apt  to  fay^  is  a 
great  happlnefs  to  thofe  who  have  it ;  and 

a  dif- 


VII. 
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&  difcontented  one,  we  call  an  unlucky  tufn  s  E  R  ]Si 
of  mind  ;  as  if  we  were  fpeaking  of  a 
good  or  bad  conftitution  of  body,  of  fome* 
thing  that  depended  not  at  all  on  ourfelves> 
but  was  merely  the  gift  of  Nature.—- — • 
Ought  this  to  be  the  fentiment,  either  of  a 
reafonable  man,  or  a  Chriftian  ;  of  one  who 
knows  himfelf  to  be  endowed  with  powers 
for  governing  his  own  fpirit,  or  who  believes 
in  God  and  in  a  world  to  come  ?  What,  I 
befeech  you,  do  all  the  rifings  of  difcontent 
within  you  import,  but  fo  much  concealed 
rebellion  againft  the  government  of  that 
Supreme  Being,  who  hath  appointed  your 
place  in  the  world  ?  When  you  repine  at 
your  ftate,  as  below  what  you  deferved,  do 
you  not  inwardly  tax  Him  with  injuftice 
and  partiality,  for  conferring  his  favours  on 
others  more  unworthy  of  them,  and  lea- 
ving you  neglected  and  humbled  ?  By  treat- 
ing with  contempt  the  bleflings  he  allows 
to  your  ftate,  do  you  not,  in  effed,  tell  him 
that  his  bleflings  are  not  Vv^orthy  of  being 
enjoyed,  and  merit  no  thanks,  becaufe  he 

does  not  give  you  more  ? The  outward 

expreflions  of  fuch  fentiments,  you   may 

fupprefs.     You  may  affed  to  appear  reli- 

VoL,  V,  .     Z  gious. 
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SE  R  M.  gious,  by  ihows  of  reverence  and  homage  ; 
^^^'  but  fpch  appearances  deceive  not  God,. 
Every  habitually  difcontented  perfon  is,  and 
muft  be,  ill  afFeded  towards  Him  :  nay, 
though  he  would  wifli  to  conceal  it  from 
himfelf,  he  is  a  fecret  blafphemer  of  t.h^ 

Almighty.       ^  .;.*^,:.  .^wrHocr?'^ 

Befides  impiety,  difcontent  carries  along 
with  it,  as  its  infeparable  concomitants, 
feveral  other  linful  paflions.  It  implies 
pride ;  or  an  unreafonable  eftimation  of 
our  own  merit,  in  comparifon  with  others.* 
It  implies  covetoufnefs,  or  an  inordinate 
defire  for  the  advantages  of  external  for-^ 
tune,  as  the  only  real  goods.  It  implies, 
and  always  engenders,  envy,  or  ill-nature, 
and  hatred  towards  all  whom  we  fee  rifing 
above  us  in  the  world.  Dare  we  treat  that 
as  a  flight  infirmity,  or  a  conflitutional 
weaknefs  merely,  w^hich  imports  fome  of 
the  worfl  difpofitions  and  paflions  of  the 

human  heart  ? The   difcontented  man 

is  never  found  without  a  great  fhare  of 
iflalignity.  His  fpleen  irritates  and  fours 
his  temper,  and  leads  him  to  difcharge  its 
\:enom  on  all  with  whpns^  he  flaqfls  con- 
nefted.  .fie  can  adi  Jhis  part  \\'eJl,,  in  no 
/^^     ^^    ■  .-aV  :       i^clatioii 
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relation  of  life.  In  public  affairs,  and  in  SERM. 
private  bufinefs,  he  is  always  given  to  fret-  ^  ^^^^ 
fulnefs  and  complaint.  While  the  man  of 
contented  mind,  eafy  and  happy  in  himfelf, 
is  difpofed  for  living  well  with  others,  and 
fpreads  around  him  that  cheerfulnefs  which 
he  poflefles  ;  the  reftlefs  difcontented  perfon 
is  always  a  troubler  of  the  world  ;  neither 
a  good  friend,  nor  a  good  neighbour,  nor 
a  good  fubjedt  or  citizen* 

In  the  fecond  place,  as  this  difpofition 
infers  much  fin,  fo  it  argues  great  folly,  and 
involves  men  in  many  miferies.  If  there 
be  any  firft  principle  of  wifdom,  it  is  un- 
doubtedly this :  the  diftrefles  that  are  re- 
moveable,  endeavour  to  remove :  thofei 
which  cannot  be  removed,  bear  with  as 
little  difquiet  as  you  can  :  in  every  fltuation 
of  life  there  are  comforts  ;  find  them  out 
and  enjoy  them.  But  this  maxim,  in  all 
its  parts,  is  difregarded  by  the  man  of  dif- 
content.  He  is  employed  in  aggravating 
his  own   evils :    while  he  neglects  all  his 

own  comforts. ^Whatisitto  you,  though 

others  are  fuppofed  to  be  happier?  Very 
potfibly  they  are  not  fd  ;  fcrr  wide  is  thd 
"--•'"  L  2  diffe- 
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^fii!.   difference  between  being  what  the  world 
VII.      calls:  profperous,  and   being  happy.     You 
fee  no -more  than  the  impofing  outfide  of 
glittering  fortune  ;  while,  under  that  gaudy 
cover,  there  may  be  lurking  many  a  bitter 
forrcw. — But  fuppofmg  others   to    be   in 
truth  as  happy  as  they  fee m  to  be,  is:  there 
anyrcafon,  except  mere  vicioufnefs  of  dif- 
pofition,  why  .their  happincfs  fhould   be  a 
caufe  of  your  difcontcnt  and  ralfery?  Can- 
not you  beat  your  eafe  in  the  fliade,  becaufe 
others  are  bafking  intheiun?  What. is  this 
but  the  unhappy  art  of  extrading  from 
objects- that  ought  to  be  indifferent  to  you^ 
materiais-  for.  your  CRvn  torment  ? 
'  t^<  Such  reafonings  as   thefe,"  fays  one, 
"■*^-may  be  fpecious  and  plaufible ;  but  what 
^^.  avail  reafonings  to  fet  me  at  eafe,  who 
'** .every  day  feci  myfelf  hurt  and  fore  from 
-*.'  the  fcorn  of  thofe  above,  me ;  who  am 
^-^Acondemned  to  behold: them  ihiuing  in  all 
^.'!the  pomp  and  fpiendour  of  life  ;  while  I, 
*.*  through  the  injuftice  of  the  world,  am 
*;*  left  in  obfcurity  to  toil. fox  a  fcanty  fub- 
'*^  fi(lence?"-r— ^-Accufe.not  the  ^vojld,  my 
brbtiv(ir.  /  Imagine  not,rthat  it,  is  entirely 
UleiujufticQ  of  the -world  which;  produces 
'^:i  ''  :\\  your 
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your  unhappincfs.  The  difeafe  lies  whhin  serm; 
yourfelf.  It  originates  from  your  pride  ^}}' 
and  felf-conceit,  joined  with  the  falfe  opi- 
nions you  have  allowed  yourfelf  to  enter- 
tain of  the  diftin£tions  of  fortune.  Thofe 
diftindions  muft  take  place  in  every  efta- 
blifhed  fociety.  There  muft  be  inequality 
of  ranks ;  and  of  courfe  a  diverfity  of 
outward  appearance  among  men.  But  it 
is  in  the  outward  appearance  that  the  diver- 
fity lies,  far  more  than  in  what  is  intrinfic 
to  happinefsand  well-being.'  You  dwell 
among  your  own  people.  In  that  rank  where 
Providence  had  placed  you,  you  are  living 
among  your  friends  and  equals;  and  pur- 
fuing  that  train  of  life  to  which  you  have 
been  bred.  But  you  are  eager  and  reftlefs 
till  from  this  quiet  obfcurity  you  can.  rife 
to  fome  higher  elevation,  to  which  you 
fancy  yourfelf  entitled. — Are  you  aware  of 
the  dangers  and  troubles  that  would  await 
you  there?  Suppofmg  you  to  be  in  fome 
degree  fuccefsfal,  yet,  with  your  new  rank 
of  life,  would  not  new  burdens  begin  to 
opprefs  you,  and  new  and  unknown  cares 
to  vex  you  ?  How  many  rivals  would  yQU 
have  to  enicounter  \  -how  many  nagderers^to 

/;  3  decry 
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S  E  R  M.  decry  you  ?  how  many  enemies  to  combine 
i_,  •  _j  in  oppofing  you  ?  What  mortification  would 
you  endure  on  every  difappointment  you 
met  with  ?  and  on  every  fmall  ftep  of  ad- 
vancement, what  envy  would  ftill  remain 
in  looking  up  to  thole  who  continued  above 
you  ?  till  at  laft,  tired  with  the  vexations  of 
competition,  you  fhould  be  forced  to  regret 
the  day  when  difcontent  drove  you  away 
from  dwelling  among  your  own  people. 
Awake  then,  in  time,  from  the  dreams  of 
ambition  and  vanity.  Inftead  of  afpiring 
beyond  your  proper  level,  bring  down  your 
mind  to  your  ftate  ;  left,  by  aiming  too 
high,  you  fpend  your  life  in  a  train  of 
fruitlefs  purfuits,  and  bring  yourfelf  at  laft 
to  a  ftate  of  entire  inlignificance  and  con- 
tempt. 

Let  it  be  farther  confidered,  in  order  to  » 
flicw  the  folly  of  a  difcontented  temper, 
that  the  more  it  is  indulged,  it  difqualifies 
you  the  more  from  being  freed  from  the  } 
grounds  of  your  difcontent.  Firft,  you 
have  reafon  to  apprehend  that  it  will  turn 
the  difpleafure  of  God  againft  you,  and 
make  him  your  enemy.  For,  what*  have 
ypu  tp  exped  from  that  Providence  towards 
•    *  which 


*^ 
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which  you  are  fo  fullen  and  unthankful;   SFRM. 
from  that  God,  whofe  perfedlons  you  in-      ^ 
jure    by     your     repining     and     accufing 
'thoughts  ?  How  much  is  it  in  his  power  to 
render  you  ten  times  more  unhappy  than 
you  are  at  prefent,  by  taking  away  thofe 
remaining  comforts,  w^hich,  by  your  con- 
>temptof  them,  you  fhew  yourfelf  unworthy 
to    enjoy  ? — Next,    by   your   fpleen    and 
-difcontent,  you  are  certain  of  bringing  your- 
felf into  variance  with  the  world  as  well  as 
'with   God.     Such   a  temper  is  likely  to 
create  enemies  ;    it  can  procure   you   no 
■friends.     Proud,   jealous,    and    diffatisfifed 
'Xvith  thofe  around  you,  you  will,  in  return, 
^be  avoided,  difliked,  and  looked  upon  by 
them  with  an  evil  eye  ;  the  difcouragements 
^rom  the' world,  of  which  you  complain, 
will  daily  increafe  ;  while* the  huntHe,  the 
cheerful,  and  contented,  will,  on  evtry  oc- 
cafion,  get  before  you,  and  attract  the  good- 
will of  all  who  can  affift  them.  ?v 

Such  being  the  mifchiefs,  fuch  the  guilt 
and  the  f^Hy  of  indulging  a  difcontented 
fpirif,:  "I '  fhall  now  fuggeft  fome  confide^- 
atjons  w'bkh  may  afliftus  in  checking  it,  and 
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^ERM.  irt  recohelllnp:  out  minds  to  the  ftate  iti 
which  it  haspleafed  Providence  to  place  us. 
Let  OS,  for  this  purpofe,  attend  to  three  great 
GBije<9:8  ;  to  God,  to  ourfelves,  and  to  the 
world  &.T0 u n d  u s.  4  -  -  co  ;> ^-^.^ 

First,  let  us  fpeak  of  God,  of  his  per- 
fections, and  government  of  the  world-:; 
from  which,  to  every  perfon  of  reflection 
who  believes  in  God  at  all,  there  cannot 
but  arife  fome  cure  to  the  difcontents  and 
griefs  of  the  heart.  For,  had  it  been  left  to 
ourfelves  what  to'devife  or  wifh,  in  order 
to  fecure  peace  to  us. in  every  ftate,  what 
could  we  have  invented  fo  effectual  as  the 
aflurance  of  being  under  the  government  of 
an  Almighty  Ruler,  whofe  condu£t  to  his 
creatures  can  have  no  other  cbjedt  but  their 
good  and  welfare  ?■ 'Above  all,  and  Inde- 
pendent of  all.  He  can  have  no  temptation 
to  injuftice  or  partiality.  Neither  jealoufy 
nor  envy  can  dwell  with  the -Supreme 
Being.  He  is  a  rival  to  none,  he  is  an 
cntmy  to  none,  except  to  fuch  as,  by  re- 
bellion a^ainft  his  laws,  feek  enmity  with 
Wm;.Ke;'i»  equally -above  envying  th6 
gre^teft,  or  defpifmg  the>  meaneft  of  his 
^j^yj                              .  fubjeds. 
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fubjeds. — His  difpenfations,  it  Is  true,  are  SERM. 
often  dark  and  unaccountable  to  us;  but  .  ^^^' 
;we  know  the  reafon  of  this  to  be,  that  we 
fee  only  a  part  of  them,  and  are  not  yet 
able  to  comprehend  the  whole.  This  we  well 
know,  that  we  ourfelves  are  often  the  very 
•worft  judges  of  what  is  good  or  ill  for  us 
in  this  life.  We  grafp  at  the  prefent,  with- 
out due  regard  to  confequences ;  and  whe- 
ther thefe  confequences  are  to  carry  the 
advantages  we  had  promifed  ourfelves,  or 
be  pregnant  with  future  evils,  is  what  we 
cannot  forefee.  Experience  has  taught  us 
a  thoufand  times,  that  God  judges  better 
for  us  than  we  judge  for  ourfelves.  Often 
have  we  feen  that  what  we  confidered  at  the 
time  as  a  fore  difappointment,  has  proved 
in  the  iffue  to  be  a  merciful  providence ; 
and  that,  if  what  we  once  eagerly  wifhed 
for  had  been  obtained,  it  would  have  been 
fo  far  from  making  us  happy,  that  it  would 
have  produced  our  ruin. — The  refle(Stion 
of  Solomon,  Vi{bo  knoiveth  what  is  good  fir 
man  in  this  Itfi^  alt  the-  days  of  his  vain  Vife^ 
ivhicbbefpendetb  as  afiadvw  *  ^  {hould  often 
oecur  to  every  one  who  is  given  to  difcoa- 

tent* 
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SJlRM.  tent.  Placed  as  we  are,  in  the,  mid  ft  of  lb 
^l^  much  ignorance  with  refpe(^  to  the  mearks 
of  happinefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  under 
the  government  of  a  wife  and  gracioOs 
Being,  who  alone  is  able  to  effect  our  hap- 
pinefs, acquiefcence  in  his  difpofal  of  our 
lot,  is  the-  only  difpofition  that  becomes  us 
as  rational  creatures.  To  fret  and  repine 
at  every  difappointment  of  our  wifhes,  is 
to  difcover  the  tempK^r  of  fvoward  children, 
not  of  men,  far  lefs  of  Chriftians.  Chrif- 
tians,  amidft  all  their  grievances,  have  ever 
thefe  promifes  to  comfort  them;  that  if  they 
cq/i  their  care  upon  God  be,  will  care  for  them; 
■that  out  of  evil  he  bringeth  forth  good  ; 
nay,  that  at  laft  he  Jhall  make  all  thln^ 
nsjork  together  for  good  to  them  who  love 
Mm* 

, ,  In  the  fecond  place,  in  order  to  correct 
difcontent,  let  us  attend  to  ourfelves  and  our 
own  ftate.  Let  us  confider  two  things 
there ;  how  little  we  defervCy  and  how  much 
we  enjoy.  As  to  defcjrving,  in  th^  f^ght  of 
God,  the  i  great  jpi/pofer  .pf,,  ouf  ^QXt  ■.  we 
l:nQw  that  we  h^yc  no  claim.  Wp^  are  9M 
finners  ;  who  are  fo  far  frgm  having  a  title 
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to  challenge  favours  as  our  diie,  that  we  SERM. 
muft  acknowledge  it  to  be  of  God's  mercies  ^  * 
that  we  are  not  c»nfumed.  As  to  deferring 
from  the  world,  we  are  apt  indeed  fome- 
timcs  to  make  high  and  unreafonable  pre- 
tenfions  ;  yet,  furely,  very  conceited  we 
muft  be,  if  we  be  not  difpofed  to  admit, 
that  there  are  many  of  at  leaft  equal  merit 
with  us,  whofe  condition  in  the  world  is  no 
better,  perhaps  much  worfe  than  ours;  who 
yet  make  no  complaints,  whofe  difcontents 
are  not  heard.  Hovv  much  fplendid  genius 
is  buried  in  forgotten  negled:  and  obfcurity  ? 
How  much  real  worth  and  merit  is  driven 
forth  to  fufFer  all  the  hardfhips  of  a  ftormy 
life,  while  we  dwell  among  our  own  people  P 

Look  into  your  ftate,  my  brethren, 

and,  before  you  give  vent  to  peevifhnefs, 
make  a  fair  and  juft  eftlmatc  of  all  the  blef- 
fings  you  enjoy,  in  comparifon  with  others. 
You  would  wUHngly,  I  know,  exchange 
your  condition,  in  parr,  with  many.  You 
would  gladly  have  the  wealth  of  this  man  ; 
you  would  have  the  high  reputation  and 
honour  of  another,  the  health  perhaps, 
and  firm  vigour  of  a  third.  But  I  afk,  Who 
Is  there  with  whom  you  would  wifh  to 

make 
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SERM.  make  a  total  exchange?  to  forego  altogether 
your  prefent  felf ;  and  to  be  juft  what  he  is, 
in  mind,  and  in  body,  as  well  as  in  outward 
eftate  ?  If  this  be  an  exchange,  which  few, 
I  apprehend,  are  willing  to  make,  does  not 
this  argue,  that  each  man,  on  the  whole,  is 
fufEciently  pleafed  with  himfelf  j  that  there 
are,  in  every  iituation,  certain  comforts-, 
and  certain  grounds  of  felf-complacency 
and  fatisfa^tion,  which  ought  in  reafon 
to  be  employed  as  remedies  againft  difcon- 
tent. 

In  the  lift  place,  confider  the  ftate  of  the 
world  around  you.— You  are  not  happy. 
You  dwell,  you  admit,  among,  your  own 
people.  But  there,  fay  you,  "  How  many 
"  vexations  do  1  occafionally  experience? 
"  Sometimes  diftrefl'ed  for  want  of  health  ; 
*'  fometimes  difappointed  in  my  plans,  and 
"  ftraitened  in  my  circumftances ;  at  other 
"times,  afflided  with  domeftic  troubles  : 
*'  fo  that  I  am  far  from  being  as  Ivvould 

*'  wlih  to  be." Pi-ayi  my  brother,  who 

is  there  that  lives  in  every  refpect  juft  as  he 
would  wiili  ta  Hvef  'Firft,  fmd  iMlt-^fuch 
,|i  pcrfon  ;  look  through  all  coRditiojis  and 
""'."..  ■I  3  ranks, 
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ranks,  and  try  if  you  can  difcover  one  who  SE  RM, 
will  tell  you  that  he  has  no  complaint  or 
uneafinefs  whatever,  before  you  allow  your-- 
felf  to  repine  at  your  prefent  fituation,  D.o 
you  prefume  to  indulge  difcontent,  merely 
becaufe  you  are  included  in  the  common 
lot  ^  becaufe  you  are  not  exempted  from 
bearing  your  fliare  of  the  common  burden  ? 
,  What  is  human  life  to  all,  but  a  mixture  of 
fome  fcattered  joys  and  pleafures,  with  va- 
rious cares  and  troubles.  ?      ^  ^^ 

You  have,  perhaps,  fet  your  heart  on 
fome  one  thing,  which,  if  you  could  attaia 
It,  you  infift,  would  put  an  end  to  all  your 
complaints,  and  give  you  full  contentment. 
—Vain  man  !  will  no  experience  teach  you 
wifdom  ?  Have  not.  you  had  the  fame  opi- 
nion before  this,  of  fome  other  obje<St  of 
your  defire  ;  and  did  you  not  find  that  you 
was  deceived  in  the  enjoyment  ?  Will  you 
not  then  at  laft  be  perfuaded  that  all  which 

comet h^  like  all  that  is  part,  is  va?iity  F— 

Vanity,  believe  it,  is  the  indelible  charad:er 
imprinted  on  all  human  things.  As  far  as 
happinefs  is  to  be  found  on  earth,  you  muft 
look  for  itj.not  in  the  world  or  the  things 
pf  the   world, ,  but  within   yourft}vj?s,  in 
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SERM.  your  temper,  and  your  heart.  Let  the 
^\  world  change  into  one  form  or  another  as  it 
will,  it  will  be  a  vain  world  to  the  end  ;  and 
you,  to  the  end,  will  be  dilbontented.  It 
cannot  give  you  what  you  feek.  l^he  fea 
faith,  it  is  net  in  me ;  and  the  earth  faith,  it 
is  not  in  me.  Silver  and  gold  are  to  no  pur '^ 
pofe  weighedfir  the  price  of  it.  The  decree 
of  the  Almighty  hath  paft,  and  cannot  be  - 
reverfed,  that  man  lliould  find  his  true  con- 
tentment, under  every  condition,  only  in  a 
good  confcience  and  a  well  regulated  mind, 

in  a  holy  life,  and  the  hope  of  Heaven. — 

You  call  yourfelf  a  Chriftian.  Does  not 
that  name  import  that  you  confider  yourfelf 
as  a  pilgrim  and  a  paflenger  on  earth ;  re- 
lated in  your  expedations  and  hopes  to  a 
better  world  ?  Are  you  not  afhamed  to  be-^ 
tray,  by  your  difcontent,  a  fpirit  fo  incon- 
fiftent  with  fuch  hopes  and  expedtations, 
and  at  the  time  when  you  profefs  to  be 
looking  towards  the  end  of  your  journey, 
to  fhew  fo  much  uneafinefs  about  all  the 
little  circumftances  of  accommodation  by 

the  way  ? Live  by  faith,  my  brethren, 

and  you  wall  live  above  this  world  and  its 
difcouragements.     Dwell  with  Go^,    and 

with 
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with  things  divine  and  immortal,  and  you    S  E  R  aI. 

•  VTT 

fhall  dwell  with  true  wifdom.     You  will    .. 

find  nothing  fo  great  in  worldly  events,  as 
either  to  elate  or  dejeft  you.  Refting  upon 
a  principle  fuperior  to  the  world,  you  will 
poflefs  your  fpirits  in  peace,  and  will  learn 
that  great  leffon  of  heavenly  philofophy,  in 
'Whatever  Jiate  you  arCy  therewith  to  be 
content* 


{  ? 
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SERMON     VIII. 

On  drawing  near  to  God. 

f  Preached  at  the  Celebration  of  the  Sacranieat  ofth^ 
I^ord*s  SuppenJ       *    " 


Psalm  Ixxiii.  28. 
J?  is  good  fir  me  to  d?'a'w  near  to  God^"*^ 

SERM.  |N  this  pfalm  the  pious  author  defcribes 
himfelf  as  fufFering  a  great  conllidt  within 
his  mind.  His  obfervation  of  the  courfe 
of  Providence,  did  not  prefent  to  him  fuch 
an  order  of  things  as  was  to  have  been 
expeded  from  the  juflice  and  goodnefs  of 
Heaven.  The  wicked  appeared  fiourifhing 
and  triumphant,  w^hile  the  worthy  xvere 
deftitute  and  opprelTed  ;  and  much  diforder 
and  darknefs  feemed  to  prevail  in  the  courfe 
of  human  affairs.  Hence  his  mind  fiuduated 

for 
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for  a  while  amidft  doubts  and  fears.     His   SER-M. 

trufl  In  the  divine  adminiftration  was  even   , J^_, 

fo  far  fhaken  as  to  create  a  fufpicion,  that 
in  vain  he  had  cleanfed  his  hearty  and  ijoajlitd 
his  hands  in   innocency :  till  at  laft  he  li^ent 
into  the  fan&uary  of  God^   and   was  there 
taught  to  view  the  flate  of  human  things 
in  a  jufter  and  truer  light.     He  then  faw 
the  vanity  of  that  earthly  profperity  which 
bad  men  appear  to  enjoy  ;  and   the  happy 
iffue  of  all  things  at   the  laft  to  the  pious 
and   good.     He    faw  the  divine  prefence 
ever  furrounding  them,  and  though  with 
invifible  guidance,  yet  with  unerring  hand, 
bringing  them  in  the  end,  to  glory.     His 
mind  returned  to'tranquillity  ;   and,  ftruck 
with  compund:ion  for  his  paft  errors,  he 
rofe  into  thofe  high  and   memorable    ex- 
preffions  of  devotion,  which  we  find  in  the 
verfes  preceding  the'  text. '  ThcuJJjalt  guide 
me  loith  thy  coiwftly  and  oftertvard  receive 
me  to  glory:.    Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 
thee  f    and  there  is   none  on    earth   that  I 
dejire  bcfid^s  thee.      My~JIeJJj  and  my  bearP. 
faileth  ;  but  God  is  thejlrength  of  my  hearty 
and  my  portion  for  ^eyer^_     His  fixed  urin^ 
clple  and  refolution,  upon  the  whole,  he 
Vol.  V.  M  declares 
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SERM.  declares  in  the  words  of  the  text,  Itis^ood 
VIII.  . 

for  me  to  draw  near  to  God ;  words  which 

will  immediately  occur  to  you  as  particu- 
larly fuited  to  the  folemn  fervice  in  which 
we  are  to  be  engaged  this  day.  In  dif- 
courfmg  from  them,  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
fhew  what  is  implied  in  drawing  near  iki 
God  -y  and  what  rcafon  we  have  to  agree 
with  the  Pfalmift  in  judging  this  to  be  good 
for  us.  yy-^-.z  -:, 

To  draw'near  toGod^  is  an  expreffion  of 
awful  and  myfterious  import ;  in  explain- 
ing which,  we  have  much  reafon  to  be 
fober  and  mod  eft,  and  to  guard  with  care 
againft  every  enthufiaftic  excefs  ;  remem- 
bering always  that,  rife  as  high  as  we  can, 
an  immeafureable  and  infinite  diftance  muft 
ever  remain  between  us  and  the  Supreme 
Being.  There  are  two  fenfes  in  which 
we  may  be  faid  to  draw  near,  in  fuch  a  de- 
gree as  mortality  admits,  to  God:  either  by 
the  general  courfe  of  a  pious  and  virtuous 
life ;  or  in  folemn  a6ts  of  immediate  de- 
votion, :      -.       .^7.w.„.w     .       ,., 

I.  By  the  pracStice  of  holinefs  and  virtue 
throughout  the  general  tenor  of  life,   we 

^y        ^  may 
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may  be  faid  to  draw  near  to  God ;  for  It  is  S  "E  R  M. 
fuch  an  approach  as  we  can  make  to  .  '  ^^ 
the  refemblance  of  his  moral  perfedtionsi. 
After  the  image  of  God,  man  was  created. 
That  ima^e  was  defaced  by  our  fm  and 
apoftacy.  By  a  return  to  God  and  our 
duty,  that  image,  through  the  intervention 
of  our  Saviour,  is  renewed  upon  the  foul ; 
man  is  faid  to  be  regenerated  or  born 
again,  and  is  in  fome  degree  reftored  to 
that  connexion  with  God  which  bleffed 
his  primeval  ftate.  He  who  lives  in  the 
exercife  of  good  affections,  and  in  the  re- 
gular difcharge  of  the  offices  of  virtue  and 
piety,  maintains,  as  far  as  his  infirmity  al- 
lows, conformity  with  the  nature  of  that  per- 
fect Being,  whofe  benevolence,'  whofe  purity 
and  red;itude,  are  confpicuoas,  both  in  his 
works  and  his  ways. — Woridiy  and  corrupt 
men,  on  the  contrary,  eftrange  themfelves 
from  all  that  is  divine.  They  degrade 
their  nature  by  unworthy  purfuits,  and  are 
perpetually  fmking  in  the  fc^le  of  being. 
By  fenfuality,  they  defcend  to  the  rank 
of  the  brute  creation  ;  by  malignity,  envy, 
and  other  bad  paffions,  they  connect  them- 
felves:: \nth  devils  .and  inferaal  fpirits. 
'>**•  M  2  Hence 
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SERM.   Hence  they  are  faid   in  Scripture    to  be 
VIII  .  ' 

alienated  from  the  life  of  God ;  to  be  without 

God  in  ibt  world.  Though  in  one  fenfe, 
God  is  ever  near  them,  as  he  furrounds 
and  encompalFes  them  on  all  hands ;  yet, 
in  a  fpiritiial  fenfe,  they  are  farther  removed 
from  him  than  any  diftance  of  placccaa 
feparate  bodies  from  one  another.— rr-r^ 
Whereas  a  virtuous  man,  whofe  pleafure 
it  is  to  do  good,  and  his  ftudy  to  preferve 
himfelf  upright  and  pure,  is  in  the  courfe 
of  conftant  approach  towards  celeftial  na- 
ture. He  is  the  lover  of  order,  the  fol- 
lower of  that  righteoufnefs  of  which  God 
is  the  author  and  infplrer.  He  accords 
u^ith  the  great  lav/s  of  the  univerfe,  and 
feconds  the  defigns  of  its  Almighty  Go- 
vernour.  He  is,  if  we  may  fo  fpeak,  in 
unifon  with  God.  Hence  piety  and  virtue 
are  defcribed  in  Scripture  as  friendfnip 
with  God,  as  introducing  us  into  his 
family,  and  rendering  us  members  of  his 
houfebold.  Strong  exprefhons  are  ufed  on 
this  fubjed  by  the  facred  writers.  A  good 
man  is  faid  to  dwell  in  God  and  God  in  him  *. 
If  a  man  love  me^  fays  our  Lord,  be  will 

*    I    Jolm,  »ii.   24. — Iv.    13. 

keep 
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lieep  my   'words ;  and  my  Father   will  love  S  E  R  M, 
bim ;  and  we  will  come^  and  make  our  abode 
with  him  *. 

These  high  and  magnificent  views  of  re- 
ligion, as  an  approach  to  God,  may  eafily 
fatisfy  us  how  much  it  muft  be  good  for  us 
to  draw  near  to  God^  in  this  ^qw^q  of  the  ex- 
preflion.  It  is  vifibly  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  man  to  refemble  his  Creator  ;  and 
furely  his  chief  happinefs  will  be  ever  found 
to  lie  where  his  higheft  dignity  and  honour 
are  found.  With  God  is  the  fountain  of  life. 
With  him  refide  complete  beatitude  and  per- 
fection ;  and  from  him  are  derived  all  the 
portions  of  happinefs  and  comfort,  which  are 
any  where  to  be  found  among  the  creatures 
he  has  made.  In  exa<ft  proportion,  there- 
fore, as  they  approach  to,  or  deviate  from 
him,  muft  the  happinefs  or  mifery  of  all 
rational  creatures  be.  As  light  and  heat 
flow  from  the  fun  as  their  centre,  fo  blifs 
and  joy  flow  from  the  Dei'y  ;  and  as  with 
our  dillancc  from  that  glorious  luminary 
darkncfs  and  cold  increafe  ;  fo,  according  as 
by   alienation- of  nature   we  are  removed 

*   John,  xiv.   32. 

M  3  from 


1 66  On  drawing  near  to  God, 

SERM.   from  God,  ruin  and  mlfery  advance  In  the 
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fame  degree  upon  the  foul. 

Now  confider,  my  brethren,  that  there  is 
one  or  other  courfe  which  you  muft  purfue. 
If  it  be  not  your  ftudy  to  draiv  near  to  God 
by  a  rehglous  and  virtuous  \\\^^  be  afiured 
that  you  are  departing  from  him  ;  for  there 
is  no  middle  courfe  between  fm  and  right- 
eoufnefs ;  and  let  every  thinking  being 
ferioufly  refled:  what  is  included  in  this 
ftate  of  being  far  from  God,  and  cut  off 
from  €very  kindly  influence  that  defcends 
from  heaven-  With  fhadows  of  pleafure, 
perfons  in  this  unhappy  fituation  may  be 
furrounded  and  amufed  ;  but  fhadows  only, 
and  not  realities,  they  muft  be,  as  long  as 
men  have  no  connexion  with  Him  who  is 
the  origin  of  all  good.  Can  the  ft  re  am 
continue  to  flow  when  it  is  cut  off  from  the 
fountain  ?  Can  the  branch  flourifh  whea 
torn  away  from  the  ftock  which  gave  it  nou- 
riftiment  ?  No  more  can  dependent  fpirits 
be  happy,  when  parted  from  all  union  with 
the  Father  of  Spirits  and  the  Fountain  of 
Happinefs. 

A  good  man,  who  is  always  endeavouring 
to  draw  near  to  God,  lives  under  the  fmiles 

of 
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of  the  Almighty.  He  knows  that  he  is  SERM. 
under  the  protedion  of  that  God  towards 
whom  he  afpires.  He  can  look  up  to  him 
with  pleafmg  hope;  and  truft  that  he  fhall 
receive  illumination  and  aid  in  his  progrefs 
to  perfedion.  His  virtues  may  as  yet  be 
imperfed,  and  attended  with  many  failings ; 
but  his  approach  towards  God  is  begun. 
The  fteps  by  which  he  draws  near  to  him 
may  be  flow  ;  but  that  progrefs  is  coni" 
rnenced,  which  in  a  future  ftate  fhall  be 
more  fuccefsfully  carried  on,  and  which 
fhall  continue  to  advance  through  all  eter- 
nity. They  go  on^  fays  the  Pfalmift,  from 
Jirength  to  Jirength  ;  every  one  of  them  ap- 
peareth  before  God  in  Zion  *.  Hence,  by  a 
very  beautiful  and  inftrudive  metaphor,  the 
path  of  the  juf^  is  defcribed  in  Scripture  to 
be  as  thefiining  lights  that  fhineth  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfedi  day  "f.  It  is  the  dawn 
of  a  glorious  morning,  which  increafes  by 
degrees  to  meridian  fplendour  ;  and  as  the 
morning  dawn,  though  dim  and  feeble,  is 
neverthelefs  a  ray  of  the  fame  light  which 
forms  the  brightnefs  of  noon- day,  we  are 
hereby  taught  to  conceive,  that  the  piety  and 

♦  Pfalin  ixxxiv.  7.  f  Prov.  iv,   18, 

M  4  virtue 
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S"BRM.  virtue  of  good  men  now,  is  a  degree  of  ce- 
y^}^  ^  leftial  nature  already  imparted  to  their  fouls, 
and  differs  from  its  perfedion  in  a  higher 
world,  only  as  the  twilight  is  inferiour  to 
noon.  The  path  of  the  wicked  man  is 
dired:ly  the  reverfe  of  all  this.  Degraded 
by  his  vices,  he  is  conftantly  declining  more 
and  more  in  a  downward  courfe.  His  path, 
inftead  of  being  as  the  fhining  light,  is  the 
dufk  of  evening  begun  :  that  darknefs  of  the 
infernal  regions  to  which  his  nature  is  tend- 
ing, increafes  upon  him  gradually,  till  the 
iliadows  of  night  clofe  upon  his  head  at  laft, 
•with  endlefs  and  impenetrable  gloom. — 
Thus  fully  is  verified  what  the  Pfalmift  had 
afferted  in  the  verfe  preceding  the  text,  Lol 
ibey  that  are  far  from  tbee  fhall  perfh ;  while 
his  own  fixed  fentiment  he  immediately  de- 
clares— but  it  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  to 
God,^ 1  proceed 

•1    fO  i!Vr  ->/M   v.l(.,j 

II,  To  confider  the  other  fenfe  in  which 
we  may  be  faid  to  draw  near  to  God  ;  that 
is,  in  acls  of  immediate  devotion. 

There  are  two  ways  by  which  tliefe  con- 
tribute to  bring  us  near  to  God.  The  firft 
i§.  by  their  flrengthening  in  the  foul  that 
ore:;  po^er 
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power  of  vital  godlinefs  and  virtue,  in  which   SERM. 
confifts  our  chief  refemblance  to  God  :  for 
it  is  never  to  be  forgotten  that  all  our  devo- 
tional exercifes  are  fubfervient  to  this  great 
end.      Herein   confifls  their  v;hole  virtue 
and  efficacy,  that  they  purify  and  improve 
the  foul,   raife  it  above  low  paflions,  and 
thereby  promote  the  elevation  of  the  huraaa 
nature  towards  the  divine.     When  they  arc 
confidered  merely  as  external  fervices  which 
we  are  obliged  to  perform,  but  to  which  we 
addrefs  ourfelves  with  cold  and  backward 
hearts ;  or  when  the  glow  of  affediion  which 
they  excite  is  merely  momentary  and  foon 
forgotten,  they  cannot  be  held  to  have  any 
influence  in  bringing  us  near  to  God.     It  is 
only  when  they  are  the  fervice  of  the  heart, 
when  they  are  the  genuine  voice  of  the  foul 
to  God,  when  they  ferve  to  kindle  thofe 
facred  afpi rations  v^^hich  continue  to  breathe 
throughout  the  reft  of  life,  that  they  affift 
us  in  riling  towards  heaven,  and  alliance 
with  God. 

AVhen  our  ads  of  devotion  are  of  this 
nature,  they  form  the  other  fenfe  in  which 
the  words  of  the  text  are  to  be  underilood. 
We  therein  draw  near  to  God^  as  we  enter 

into 
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SERm.   into  the  moft  Immediate  intercourfe  with 
him,  which  the  nature  of  our  ftate  admits. 
In  one  fenfe,  we  cannot  be  faid  to  be  nearer 
to  God  at  any  one  time  than  another  ;  as  at 
all  times  his  prefence  equally  furrounds  us ; 
in  the  fields,  as  in  the  temple  ;  in  the  midft 
of  the  world,  as  much  as  in  the  retirement 
of  the  clofet.     But  when  with  ferious  and 
devout  affedlions  we  addrefs  ourfelves  to 
God,  in  prayer,  and  praife,  and  folemn  wor- 
fliip,  we  then  bring  home  that  divine  pre- 
fence to  our  feelings,   and   formally  place 
ourfelves  in  it.     We  may  then  be  truly  faid 
to  draisj  near  to  God;  approaching  to  him 
through  a  great  Mediator  and  Interceflbr  ; 
fending  up  thofe  prayers  to  which  we  are 
encouraged  to  believe  that  the  Almighty  is 
lending  a  gracious  ear;  refigning  ourfelves 
to  his  condu£t,  and  offering  up  our  fouls  to 
him  ;  exercifing,  in  (hort,  all  thofe  ads  of 
faith,  love,  and  truft,  which  become  de- 
pendent creatures,  towards  their  Sovereign 
and  Father.    '  "'-  ^^-  ^^^  'y^^iiMvjjju  nh  ^  , 
This  inteTIeduar  coffefpondence  bf  the 
heart  with   our  Maker  and  Redeemer,   is 
termed,  in  the  language  of  divines,  eom- 
munion  with  God.     And,  if  there  be  truth 
''^'"^^  in 
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in  religion  at  all ;  if  a  Supreme  Being  exift,   s  E  R  M. 

who    is    in    any   degree   acceiTible   to    his  i^ 

creatures,  and  who  is  gracious  to  the  good, 

it  mud  be  admitted  to  have  a  foundation 

in  rcafon  and  truth.     There  rnufl:  be  juft 

ground  to  think,  that  the  worfhip  of  pure 

and  holy  hearts  is  acceptable  to  him  :  and 

the  gofpel  gives  us  full  reafon  to  believe, 

that  the  energy  of  his  fpirit  is  concerned  in 

ftirring  up  within  them  the  fentiments  of 

devotion. 

At  the  fame  time  it  is  incumbent  on  me 
to  warn  you,  that  the  fatisfadtion  which  on 
fuch  occafions  we  feel,  muft  not  be  grounded 
merely  on  a  belief  which  we  allow  our- 
felves  to  entertain,  of  fome  communication 
which  we  had  received  directly  from  God. 
In  the  warm  and  tranfporting  moments  of 
devotion,  there  is  always  a  hazard  of  our 
miftaking  the  exalted  efforts  of  our  own 
imagination,  for  fupernatural  impreflions 
from  Heaven.  It  is  much  fafer  to  judge 
of  the  acceptance  of  our  fervices,  by  an  In- 
ference which  w€  can  warrantably  draw 
from  the  ftate  of  our  hearts  and  life,  com- 
pared to  God's  written  word.  To  the  law 
and  the  tejimony  we  muft  always  have  re- 

courfe 
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SERM.  courfe  in  judging  of  our  ftate  ;  and  then 
only  the  tejiimony  of  God's  fpir'tt  wttnejjetb 
ivitb  our  fpirits  that  we  are  the  children  of 
God,  when  we  can  difcern  in  ourfelves 
thofe  declaredj^/ifZ/j-  of  tht  Spirit  which  are 
love^  jojy  pcace^  long-fuffering^  gentknefs^ 
goodnefs^faitby  meehiefs^  temperance* » abnsntL 

Carrying  along  with  us  this  caution,  it 
Vi\\\  be  found  that,  on  many  accounts,  it 
will  be  good  for  us  to  draw  near  to  God 
in  exercifes  of  folemn  devotion. 

Firft,  it  is  evidently  good  for  us^  to  dif- 
charge  thofe  duties  of  worfhip,  and  to  give 
proof  of  thofe  pious  affedicns,  which  are 
unqueflionably  due  from  us  to  our  Heaven- 
ly Father.  If  we  be  wanting  in  thefe,  we 
are  clearly  deficient  in  one  effential  part  of 
religion.  Morality  without  piety,  confti- 
tutes  a  very  imperfed  charader.  it  is 
neither  ftable  in  its  foundation,  nor  uni- 
verfal  in  its  influence;  and  gives  us  no 
ground  to  look  for  the  rewards  of  thofe 
whofe  prayers^  together  with  their  alms^  eon'ic 
up  in  memorial  before  God.    <     »'  '  ^^'  •  tV 

But,  befides   the   obligations  from  duty 
which  we  are  laid  under  to  fach  religious 

Galat,  V.  22. 
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cxercifes,  it  can  clearly  be  (hewn  that  they  are  s  E  R  M. 
inthemfelves  good  for  us,  on  account  of  the 
improvement,  the  fatisfacStion,  and  comfort^ 
they  enable  us  to  enjoy,  in  a  devout  elevatiori 
of  the  hearttou'-ardsGod  andcelefTialobje£ts4 
When  we  reflcdl  on   the   languor  that 
attends  the  ordinary  circulation  of  the  little 
occupations  of  life  ;    on  the  infipidity  of 
n\any  of  its  amufements  ;  and  the  depref- 
fion  of  fpirits  that  tollows  after  them;  we 
cannot  but  be  fenfible  that  occaficnal  inter- 
courfe  with  God  and  divine  things,  muft 
furnilli  a  comfortable  relief  to  the  mind. 
It  is  not,  indeed,  an  intercourfe  for  which  we 
are  at  all  times  equal;  but  neither  was  the 
human  mind  formed  to  grovel  at  all. times 
among   low  cares  and   objeds.      It  has  a 
demand  for  fomething  higher  and  greater 
than  what  the  common  round  of  the  world 
affords.    Hence  the  extravagant  and  eccen- 
tric purfuits  into  which  we  fometimesdeviate. 
We  attempt  fome  higher  blifs  than  what  we 
find  here.    But  the  attempt  which  is  made 
by  folly,  can  only  be  fuctersfully  executed  by 
a  wife  and  good  man,  in  the  ^elevation  of  his 
foul  t(HV5ir<is  Qod.    Some,  indeed,  are  fuuk" 
fo  low  in  worldly  gratifici^tions,   that  no^ 

thio^ 
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SERM.  thing  has  any  relifh' with  them,  but  what 
^^'^^'  either  breathes  the  air  of  giddy  diffipation,  or 
taftes  of  the  impure  ftream  of  fenfual  plea- 
fure.  But  this  vitiated  tafte,  contra£i:ed 
by  long  corrupt  habits,  is  unnatural  in 
itfelf,  and  by  proper  difcipline  can  be  cor- 
reded  and  reformed.  Let  the  mind  be 
reftored  to  its  found  and  natural  ftate,  and 
its  relifh  for  what  is  more  great  and  noble, 
will  return.  Ju  .,i,;;; 

Befides  the  imperfed:ion  and  emptinefs  of 
the  ordinary  pleafures  of  the  world,  many 
pains  and  diftrefTes  are  always  mingled  with 
them.  No  more  effectual  relief  from  them  can 
be  found  than  that  which  may  be  enjoyed  in 
drawing  near  to  God.  Paflions  corrode  the 
mind.  Cares  and  anxieties  fefter  in  it.  We 
are  fretted  by  the  ingratitude  of  friends ; 
foured  by  the  calumnies  of  enemies  ; 
harafled  with  the  competition  of  rivals. 
The  very  buftle  and  agitation  of  the  world, 
wear  out  and  opprefs  the  mind  that  longs 
for' tranquillity.  In  religious  retirement, 
and  in  thofe  exercifes  and  of  devotion  that 
bring  us  near  to  God,  we  attain  a  pleafmg 
region  of  calm  and  repofe.  There,  worldly 
paflions  are  filent ;  worldly  cares  are  huihed 
%"  •  •  and 
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and  forgotten.     The  mind  retires  as  within  serm. 
itfelf;   and   remains  alone   with  God.     Ijt   . 
is  only  as  afar  off  that  the  noife  and  difturb- 
ance  of  the  world  is.  he^^d,  like  the  found  9/ 
a  dlftant  tumult.        ,•[  .'    m-  ; 

By  the  perplexity  of  our  worldly  concerns, 
we  may  have  been  involved  in  trouble.  By 
the  death  of  our  dearefl  friends,  we  may 
have  been  overvt^helmed  with  forrow.  By 
the  fituation  of  public  affairs,  we  may  be 
alarmed  with  dangers  that  threaten  our 
country.  In  all  fuch  fituations,  is  there 
any  confolation  equal  to  that  which  the 
devout  man  enjoys  in  drawing  near  to 
God  ?  He  looks  up  to  a  Father  and  a 
Friend,  in  whom  he  can  place  his  truft  in 
every  time  of  need.  He  hears  a  voice  iffuing 
from  the  divine  fand:uary,  which  fays. 
Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble^  and  I  wdl 
deliver  thee.  Fear  not,  for  I  am  ivith  thee ; 
be  not  dfmayed,  for  I  am  thy  God.  Com- 
forted by  fuch  vv^ords,  his  mind  regains 
tranquillity.  Rcfting  on  the  hope  that  the 
God  whom  he  ferves  will  never  forfake 
him,  he  can  difmifs  from  his  thoughts 
the  fears,  the  troubles,  and  wickednefs  pf 
men,  and  compofe  his  fpirit  to  dwell  among 

7  celeftlal 
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S  E  R  M.   celeflial  things.     Looking  up  to  that  blefTed 

V 1 1 F  , 

>J._^  ^    world  where  he  cxped:s  to  lind  his  repofe, 
he  beholds  no  objeds  but  what  he  can  con- 
template  with   delight,  as  great,  peaceful, 
and  ierene.     There,  he  beholds  none  of  the 
agitations  and  turmoils  of  men;  no  tumults 
nor  fadions,  nor  wars ;  no  friends,  who 
die  and  leave  us;  no  ambitious  men,  who 
afpire  to  opprefs  ;  nor  violent   men,    who 
attempt  to  deftroy  ;  nor  fraudulent  brethren, 
who,    with   a    fmiling  countenance,  cheat 
and   deceive.       In  perfe(£t  contrail  to  the 
confufion  of  the  earth,  he  beholds  all  things 
above,  proceeding  in  the  fame  perfect  order 
with  the  heavenly  bodies,  which  move  in 
their  orbs  with  fmooth  and  fteady  courfe. 
He  fees  the  river  of  life  flowing  continually 
from  before  the  throne  of  God  :  and  dif- 
fufing  among  the  bleffed  inhabitants,y^/;/^ 
of  joy,  and  pleafuresfor  evermore. 

From  fuch  devout  contemplations  and 
hopes,  arofe  that  great  delight  v/hich  holy 
men  of  antient  times  defcribe  themfelves 
to  have  felt  in  drawing  near  to  God,  and 
which  they  have  exprelTed  in  language  fo 
vivid  and  glowing.  Blejfed,  0  Lord,  is  the 
man  whom  thou  choofejl,  and  catifefi.  to  op- 
5  ■   proach 
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proach  unto  thee;  that  be  may  dwell  In  thy  SF^RM. 
courts^  and  hefatlsjisd  'with  the  goodn^fs  of 
iby  hovfe^  and  of  thy  holy  place, — 0  Gody 
thou  art  my  God,  early  ivill  Ifeek  thee.  Be-* 
cciufe  thy  loving-kindnefs  is  better  than  life^ 
my  lips  fball  praife  thee,  I  will  lift  up  my 
hands  In  thy  name,  Myfouljball  befatisfed 
as  with  marroiv  andfathefs  ;  and  my  mouth 
fh all  praife  thee  with  joyful  lips,  ivben  I  re* 
member  thee  upon  my  bed,  and  meditate  on  thee 
in  the  night  watches.  Whom  have  1  in  bea* 
fven,  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 
that  I  defirCy  befides  tbce"^,  ,  When  fuch 
language  as  this  exprefles  the  native  fenti- 
ments  of  our  hearts,  we  join  purfelyes  in 
fome  meafure  to  the  angelical  choir  above, 
and  anticipate  the  employments  of  the 
bleffed. 

Some  may  perhaps  imagine,  that  what 
has  been  faid  of  the  importance  and  the  ad- 
vantages oi  drawing  near  to  God,  approaches, 
in  fome  degree,  to  myfticifm  and  enthu- 
fiafm.  I  admit,  that  if  religion  were  repre-/^ 
fented  as  confillingwholly  of  internal  devout 

*  Pf.  lxiii.3-6.— Ixv.  4.— kxill.  25:-'^'   ^^^'' 
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S  E  R  M.  emotions,  the  reprefentation  of  it  would  be 
imperfed  and  falfe.  It  is  defigned  to  be 
an  active  principle,  regulating  the  conduct 
of  life,  and  exerting  itfelf  in  good  works.  But 
very  ignorant  he  muft  be  of  human  nature, 
who  perceives  not,  that  in  order  to  pro- 
duce fuch  efFe£ts,  it  is  of  high  importance 
to  engage  the  affedions  and  the  heart  on 
the  fide  of  virtue.  It  is  not  by  reafonings 
addrefled  folely  to  the  underftanding,  that 
men's  charadters  are  formed,  or  their 
general  condu6l  actuated.  If  you  wifh  to 
work  any  confiderable  effed  on  their  life, 
you  muft  bring  over  the  affedlions  and 
inclinations  to  your  fide.  You  muft  not 
only  (hew  them  what  is  right  and  true,  but 
make  them  feel  what  is  defirable  and  good. 
If  you  attempt  to  make  religion  fo  very 
calm  and  rational,  as  to  exclude  from  it  all 
warmth  of  fentiment,  all  affedionate  and 
devotional  feelings,  you  will  leave  it  in  pof- 
feflion  of  fmall  influence  on  condud.  My 
fon^  give  me  thy  hearty  is  the  voice  of  God  ; 
and  the  voice  of  reafon  is,  that  according 
^s  the  heart  is  affected  and  difpofed,  fuch 
V'iJl  l)e  the  general  character  and  condudl. 
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The  -  application  of  the  whole  fubjed  to  S  E  R  M. 
the  holy  facrament  which  we  are  now, to 
celebrate,  is  natural  and  obvious.     Nomorc 
folemn  opportunity  can  be  afforded  us  of 
drawing  near  to  God,  that  what  we  there 
enjoy.     All  that  is  encouraging  and  com- 
forting in  Chriftian  faith  is  fet   before  us, 
in  this  moft  effe<Slual  proof  of  God's  mercy 
to  mankind,  giving  up  his  Son  to  the  death 
as  a  facrifice  for  our  fins.     In  celebrating 
the  memorial  of  this  great  event,  we  are 
placed  as  under  the  immediate  brightnefs 
of  heavenly  light,  and  under  the  warmeft 
ray  of  divine  love.     If  there,  be  a?iy  confo- 
latlon  in  Chrijl^  any  fellowfloip  of  the  Spirit^ 
any  pleafing  hope  of  eternal  life  and  joy,  it 
ought  on  fuch  an  occafion  to  be  drawn  forth, 
and  deeply  felt.  Let  us  endeavour  to  kindle, 
at  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  that  facred  fire-, 
which  {hall  continue  to  diffufe  its  vivifying 
influence   over    our  hearts,   when    we  go 
abroad  into  the  world,  and  mingle  again  in 
the  ordinary  concerns  of  life.    We  are  now 
to  draw  near  to  God,     Let  us  draw  near 
to  him  as  our  Father  ;  but  with  that  reve- 
rence a^4  humility  which  becomes  us  pn 
approaching  to  a  Father  who  is  in  Heaven, 
N2  Let 


I  go  On  drawing  near  to  God. 

S  E  R  M.  Let  us  draw  near  through  that  great  Media-' 
tor,  by  whofe  merits  and  interceilion  alone 
our  fervices  find  acceptance  at  the  divine 
throne.  No  man  comcth  unto  the  Father  bu^ 
through  him ;  and  none  who  cometh  unto  Qo^ 
^j  himy  ivill  be  cafl  ouU 
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S  E  R  M  ON  ,  JX* 

On  Wisdom  in  Religious  Conduct. 


i*SALM  ci.   2, 
I  will  behaH)e  myfelf  wifely  in  a  perfeB  way* 

TjyisDOM,  fays  Solomon,  eixcdlcth  folly ^  as  S  E  R  M, 

far  as  light  excellethdarknefs'^.  In  our 
prefent  ftate,  there  is  no  fituation  in  which 
We  can,  confiftently  with  fafety  toourfelves, 
adt  thoughtlefsly  and  at  random.  In  what* 
ever  ehterprife  we  engage,  confideration  and 
prudent  thought  are  requifite  to  bring  it  to 
a  good  idue.  On  every  occafion,  there  is  a 
right  and  a  wrong  in  conduct ;  there  is  one 
line  of  action  which  is  likely  to  terminate 
according  as  we  wifh  ;  and  another  which, 
for  certain,  will  land  us  in  difappointment. 
If,  in  the  ordinary  tranfad:ions  of  life,  we 

»  Ecclef.  ii.  13. 

N  ^  cannot 
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^^?y^*  fcattf/bV 'prb'per  witfibut  a 'due  exercife  of 
wifdom  r.nd  prudence,  a  higher  degree  of 
it  Is  certainly  necciTary  in  thofe  momentous 
partST)f  condud  which  regard  our  everlafting 
welfare.  ^b  boii  eijlu:^^ 

It  is  indeed  confeffed,  that  In  refigious 
condud  the  fundamental  and  moft  im- 
portant article  is  fmcerity  of  heart,  and 
goodnefs  of  intention.  At  the  fame  time, 
let  the  intentions  be  ever  fopure  and  fin- 
cere,  they  will  be  in  hazard  of  falling  into 
fdme  wrong  diredion,  unlefs  they  be  pro- 
perly guided  by  wifdom.  Too  many  in- 
ftanceshaveappearcd,  ofperfonswho,  fetting 
but  in  life  with  fair  and  virtuous  purpofes, 
have  been  fo  Far-bewildered  by  miflaken 
f(3hns  of  goodnefs,' as  to  be  betrayed,  firft 
•rfito  errors,  and  then  Into  vices  and  crimes. 
In  order  to  aft  our  parts  with  propriety  and 
-ftcadinefs,  there  muft  be  a  due  proportion 
t)f  light  in  the  uuder-ftaodingj  as  w^ell  as  of 
^artrittt  atitP  goodinefs '  tii  th e  heart.  The 
Pfalmift  iv'as  fehfrbre  feif  tmS^when  he  de- 
clares inthe  tektvlilfftefolution,  of  not  only 
'vdalking  iri-a perfcSf\  cM" upright,  way^  but 
■of  behaving  himfdf  ivifcly  in  that  perfect 
nv*av;  Of  the  wifdom  or  prudence  which 
^^•'  C  is 
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is  neceflary  to  guide  and  fupport  virtue,  I  SERM. 
purpofe  to  treat  in  this  difcourfe.  I  (hall 
adventure,  with  great  plainnefs  and  fimpli- 
city  of  language,  to  propofe  fome  pradical 
rules  and  directions  for  that  purpofe ;  which 
may  be  of  fervice  to  perfons,  who,  with 
good,difpofitions  and  intentions,  are  begin- 
ning the  career  of  life ;  and  which  may,  per- 
haps, deferve  attention  from  perfons  in  every 
period  of  age. 1  begin  by  obferving, 

I.  That  it  is  moft  neceflary  to  lay  down 
principles  on  which  we  are  to  form  our 
general  condudl.  If  we  fet  out  without 
principles  of  any  kind,  there  can  be  no  re- 
gular plan  of  life,  nor  any  firmnefs  in  con- 
dudt.  No  perfon  can  know  where  they 
arc  to  find  us ;  nor  on  what  behaviour  of 
ours  they  are  to  depend.  If  the  principles 
which  we  pitch  Mpon  for  determining  our 
courfe,  be  of  a  ^variable  nature ;  fuch,  for 
inftance,  as  popular  opinion,  reputation,  or 
worldly  intereft  ;  as  thefe  are  often  {hifting 
and  changing,  they  can  impart  no  fleadi- 
nefs  or  confiftency  to  conduct.  .  Other 
principles  there  are,  which  fome  affedt  to 
adopt,  founded  on  a  fenfe  of  honour,  on 
?  iV"4  the 
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SERM.  the  beauty  and  excellency  of  virtue,  and 
}^2  the  dignity  of  human  nature.  But,  how- 
ever fair  thefe  may  be  in  appearance,  they 
will  be  found  inefre<Stual  in  many  trying 
fituations ;  unable  to  reprefs  the  violence  of 
contending  paffions,  or  to  fupport  the  heart 
under  many  dlfcouragements  and  forrows* 
The  only  fure  principles  we  can  lay 
down  for  regulating  our  condud:,  muft 
be  founded  on  the  Chriftian  religion, 
taken  in  its  whole  compafs ;  not  confined 
to  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  nor  to  the 
mere  morality  of  focial  behaviour  •  but  ex- 
tending to  the  whole  diredion  of  our  con- 
du<5t  towards  God  and  towards  man.  The 
foundation  is  to  be  laid  in  faith  in  Chrift 
as  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  through  whofe 
imerits  only  we  can  look  for  final  accept- 
ance with  God.  We  muft  evince  the 
fmcerity  of  our  faith  by  good  works  ;  that 
IS,  by  a  faithful  difcbarge  of  all  the  duties 
incumbent  upon  us  in  our  feveral  ftations 
of  life  :  continually  looking  up  to  divine 
grace  for  affiftance  in  tfie  part  afligned 
us  t^^a^  ;  and  trufting  to  that  recompence 
of  our  prefent  fabpurs,  which  ispromifed  to 
the  virtuous  in  ^  future  and  better  .world. 
\         ' '  ^  — Siip- 
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— Suppofing,  that  having  laid  the  found-  gERM. 
atlon  in  fuch  principles,  we  fet  forth  to  ad  ^J^\:„^ 
a  worthy  and  virtuous  part ;  refolved,  that 
whatever  may  befal  us,  ////  we  die^  we  will 
not  remove  our  integrity  from  us  ;  that  our 
hearts  JJd all  not  reproach  us  fo  long  as  we 
live  *  ;  I  proceed  to  advlfe, 

TT.  That  we  begin  with  reforming  what- 
ever has  been  wrong  in  our  former  be- 
haviour. This  counfel  is  the  more  im- 
portant, becaufe  too  many^  in  their  endea- 
vours towards  reformation,  begin  with 
attempting  fome  of  the  higheft  virtues,  or 
afpiring  to  the  moft  fublime  performances 
of  devotion,  while  they  fuffer  their  former 
accuftomed  evil  habits  to  remain  juft  as 
they  were.  This,  I  apprehend,  is  begin- 
ning at  the  wrong  end.  We  muft  firft, 
as  the  prophet  has  exhorted,  put  away  the 
evil  of  our  doings  from  before  God'' s  eyes  ;  we 
muft  ceafe  to  do  evil,  before  we  learn  to  do 
well\.  All  attempts  at  reformation  of 
manners  are  vain,  where  this  is  not  ftudied. 
Let  us  remember,  that  as  long  as  the  wieedf 
and   tares   are    allowed   to  remain  in  the 

•  Job,  xxvii.   c,  6.  t  Ifaiah,  i.  i6. 

ground. 
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SERM.  ground,  the  foil  is  vitiated  by  their  roots 
^^-       fpreading  deep   and  wide ;    and  no  good 

grain  will  have  room  to   fpring  up. 

Every  man  who  infpeds  his  own  character, 
may  learn  that  there  are  certain  failings, 
to  which,  from  conftitution,  circumftances, 
or  long  habit,  he  is  prone  ;  termed  in 
Scripture  the  Jins  that  inojl  cafdy  befet  us. 
To  difcover  thefe,  muft  be  his  firft  care;  and 
his  firft  purpofe,  if  he  in  truth  wifhes  to  be- 
come agood  man,muftbegradua]ly  to  check, 
and  finally  to  extirpate  them,  of  whatever 
nature  they  are ;  whether,  perhaps,  habits  of 
intemperance,  unlawful  indulgences  of  plea- 
fure,  indirect  methods  of  acquiring  gain, 
or  propenfions  to  malice,  refentment,  or 
envy.  To  overcome  thole  evils  when  they 
have  become  inveterate,  to  pluck  up  thofe 
thorns  by  the  roots,  is  perhaps  the  moft 
difficult  part  of  reformation,  and  therefore 
■^hat  we  are  generally  the  moft  backward 
to  undertake.  At  the  fame  time  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  as  long  as,  by  this  tender  indul- 
gence to  favourite  vices,  men  remain  in  a 
divided  ftate  between  good  refolutions  and 
evil  habits,  they  are  fo  far  froxn,  behaving 
wifely  in  a  fa-ftff  ivay,  that  they  can 
V  ^  fcarcclv 
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fcarcely  be  accounted  to  have  entered  on  SERM. 

...  IX. 

that  perfe5f  way ;  irrefolution  will  be  fpread 

over  their  conduct,  and  incoherence  will 
mark  their  charadler. — Iii  order  to  facilitate 
fo  neceflary  a  ftep  in  the  progrefs  towards 
virtue,  let  me  advife  you, 

III.  To  fhut  up,  as  much  as  poflible, 
the  avenues  which  lead  to  the  return  of 
former  evil  habits.  Here  is  required  that 
exercife  of  vigilance,  felf-diftruft,  and  felf- 
denial,  which  is  fo  often  recommended  to  us 
in  fcripture.  There  is  always  fome  one 
fide  on  which  each  of  us  is  tnore  vulnerable 
,^,  than  on  another.  There  are  places,  there 
idre  times,  there  are  circumftances,  which 
every  man  who  knows  any  thing  of  himfelf 
at  all,  muft  know  will  prove  the  occafionS 
of  calling  forth  his  latent  frailties,  and 
bringing  him  into  fome  fatal  fnare.  Then 
ought  that  caution  of  the  Apoftle  to 
found  in  his  ears  ;  Let  him  that  thinketh 
he,  Jlandeth^  take  heed  lejl  he  fall  *.  Let 
him  not  only  ivalk  circiimfpe5lly^  but  rather 
altogether  fly  the  dangerous  ground  :  aware 
of  the  viper  which  lurks  under  the  gfafs^^ 


•   1   Connth.  X.    12. 


ready 
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SERM.  ready  to  fting.     But  prefumption  to  flattef 
^^-       ourfelves,    arid  tb  think  that  we  are  able 
to  withftand  every  danger,  is  a  weaknefs 
inherent    in    man.      It  is  on  a  moderate 
and   humble  eftimatidn    of    our   abilities^ 
that    wifdom    directs    us     to    form     our 
condudt.     As  in  civil  and  political  life,  he 
■who  believes  himfelf  equal  to  every  tafkj 
and  on  all  occafions  comes  forward  with 
tafli  audacity,  is  likely  to  meet  with  many 
a  humiliation  and  repulfe ;    fo,    in   moral 
behaviour,  he  who,  trufting  to  the  ftrength 
of  his  virtuous  refolutions,  expofes  himfelf' 
inconfiderately  to  every  occafion  of  tempta- 
tion, is  fure  of  being  often  betrayed  into  evil. 
All  the  various  and  dangerous  avenues  to 
vice,  with  which,  in  great  cities  efpecially, 
modern  life  abounds,  it  cannot  be  expedbed 
that  I  am  here  to  point  out.     Wealth,  lux- 
ury, and  idlenefs,  are  the  great  nourifhers  of 
every  frailty,  the  great  fomentors  of  every 
bad  inclination  and  paffion.  To  the  children 
of  Idlenefs,  the  haunts  of  DifTipation  open 
many  a  wide  and  inviting  gate  by  night 
and  by  day.  When  w^ithin  thofe  gates  they 
carelefsly  enter,  furrounded  wath  Igofe  com- 
panions,  how  often  does^it  happen,  that 


rx. 

Cm  ■-><■■■    ^ 
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from  the  halls  of  pleafure  and  hoiifes  of  SERM. 
gaming,  they  come  forth,  as  from  caverns 
of  deftrudtion,  overwhelmed  with  lofles  and 
miferies,  and  pining  with  bitter  remorfe  ?— 
Much  does  it  concern  every  one  who  feeks 
to  walk  wifely  in  a  perfect  way^  to  be  parti- 
cularly guarded  in  the  choice  of  his  affb- 
piates  and  companions.  How  often  among 
the  gay  and  the  giddy  will  he  meet  with 
thofe  who  fmile  and  betray  !  He  only  who 
walketh  with  wife  men  Jh all  be  wife ;  while 
^he  companion  of  fools fh  all  be  deflroyed"*,  Ob- 
ferve  the  attention  which,  in  the  verfes  im- 
mediately following  the  text.  King  David 
declares  himfelf  to  have  given  to  this  rule 
of  condudt ;  /  will  fit  no  wicked  thing  before 
mine  ey^s ;  I  will  not  know  a  wicked  p  erf  on, 
Mineeyesfhallbeon  the  faithful  of  the  land. 
He  that  worketh  deceit ^fiall  not  dwell  within 
'my  hojfe.  He  that  telleth  Ues^fhall  not  tarry 
In  my prefence.  Such  was  the  wifdoin  that 
affifted  him  to  continue  in  a  perfe«5l  way.— 

This  wifdom  requires  farther,  -^^ 

im-.    v^  ':■"■-,  -.  /^'  -         -  ^■.■     ■■:  ■ ,,       mnnt 

?'5^V.  That  confiftency  and  uniformity  be 
preferved  in  charader;  that  not  by  pieces 

*  Prov.  xili.  20. 

"'■'-'  and 
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SER.M.   and  corners  only  we  ftudy  goodnefs,  but 

LJv» 


that  we  carry  one  line  of  regular  virtue 


through  our  whole  condud.  Without  this 
cxtenfive  regulation  of  behaviour,  we  can 
never  hold  on  fuccefsfully  in  a  perfect  way. 
Almoft  all  men,  even  the  loofe  and  profli- 
gate, lay  claim  to  fome  one  virtue  or  other, 
and  value  themfelves  on  fome  good  moral 
difpofition,  which  they  boaft  of  pofleffing. 
It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  that  we  reft  our 
charader  on  one  or  a  few  eftimable  quali- 
ties, which  we  imagine  ourfelves  to  poffefs 
in  a  high  degree,  while  in  other  points  of 
virtue  we  are  relaxed  and  deficient.  True 
virtue  muft  form  one  complete  and  entire 
fyftem.  AH  its  parts  are  conneded;  piety 
with  morality,  charity  with  juftice,  bene- 
volence with  temperance  and  fortitude.  If 
any  of  thefe  parts  be  v/anting,  the  fabric  be- 
. comes  disjointed;  the  ad  verfe  parts  of  charac- 
ter correfpond  not  to  each  other,nor  form  in- 
to one  whole.  It  is  only  when  we  haverefpcSi 
unto  all  God's  commandments^  as  the  Pfalmift 
fpeaks,  that  we  have  reafon  not  to  be  aJJoamed, 
The  apology  for  many  of  thofe  breaches 
of  confiftency  is  always  at  hand,  that  the 
tranfgrefTion  is  finall,  and  can  eafily  be 
^Y'-  ' repaired 
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repaired  on  a  future  occalion  ;  and  fmall  SERM. 
fins,  we  imagine,  may  be  com  pen  fated  by  ^^* 
great  and  dlftinguilhed  virtues.  Bui  up 
fedudion  is  more  dangerous,  than  this  dit. 
tindion  which  men  are  fo  ready  to  make 
between  great  and  fmall  fms.  Nothing  is 
more  difficult,  than  to  draw  the  line  of  this 
diftin^tion  with  any  warrantable  pixcilion. 
Wherever  inclination  gives  a  ftrong  bias  to 
any  indulgence,  we  may  be  aflured  that  we 
fliall  be  always  milled  in, -meafuring  the 
quantity  of  guilt.  No  iln  ^s  to  be  ac- 
counted fmall,  byw^hichthe  dictate  of  con- 
fcience  Is  counteraded,  and  its  authority  is 
w^eakened  and  impaired.  It  may  foon  draw 
confequences  after  it,  which  will  afFed;  our 
whole  conduift.  Suppofing  the  matter  of 
thefe  tranfgreffions  to  be  ever  fo  fmall  in  its 
own  nature,  yet  the  moral  charad:ers  of 
men  become  ftained  and  bloated  by  their 
frequent  accumulations  ;  jufl  as  many  fmall 
ulcers,  when  allowed  to  form  and  fpread, 
will  grow  by  degrees  into  a  great  difeafe, 
x\t  the  fame,  time,  when  I  thus  advife 
you  to  ,ftudy  entire  and  confifte  nt  virtue, 
^nd  to  guard  ftridly  agaiufl  fmall  tranfgre^ 
lions,  let  me  warn  you^^^^,   ^,   ^  .u.:>.^mi.n 

V.  Against 
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SERM.  V.  Against  unneceflary  aufterlty,  as 
forming  any  part  of  religious  wifdom.  This 
is  the  meaning  of  the  precept  of  Solo- 
mon, Be  not  righteous  overmuch;  neither 
make  thy/elf  over  wife ;  why  Jhouldji  thou 
dejlroy  thyfelf^  t  Too  ft  rid:  and  fcrupulous, 
indeed,  we  cannot  be  in  our  adherence  to 
what  is  matter  of  clear  duty,  Every  dic- 
tate of  confcience  is  to  be  held  facred,  and 
to  be  obeyed  without  referve.  But  wifr 
dom  requires  that  we  ftudy  to  have  con- 
fcience properly  enlightened  with  refpe£t  to 
what  really  belongs  to  duty,  or  infers  fm. 
We  muft  diftinguifh  with  care  the  everlaft- 
ing  commandments  of  God,  from  the  fuper- 
ftitious  fancies  and  di(5tates  of  men.  We 
muft  never  overload  confcience  with  what 
is  frivolous  and  unneceflary,  nor  exhauft  on 
trifles,  that  zeal  which  ought  to  be  referve4 
for  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law.  In  all 
ages,  it  has  been  the  great  charadteriftic  of 
falfe  pretenders  to  piety  and  religion,  to 
arrogate  to  themfelves  uncommon  fand;ity, 
by  affeded  ftridnefs  and  feverity  of  man- 
ners; paying  tithes,  like  the  Pharifees  of^ 
old,  of  mint,  anife,  and   cummin,  while 

*  Ecdef.  vii.  ;^. 

they 
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they  overlook  rlghteoufnefs,  judgment,  and 
mercy.  That  religion  which  is  conneded 
with  true  wifdom,  leads  to  a  very  different 
i'pirit.  It  will  teach  us  to  be  neither  rigid 
in  trifles,  nor  relaxed  in  eflentials ;  not  to 
aim  at  impradicable  heights,  nor  to  fali 
below  -  the  ftandard  of  attainable  duty; 
never  to  make  oftentation  of  our  righteouf- 
nefs,  nor  to  fet  ourfelves  up  as  patterns  and 
ftandards  to  others,  but  to  be  gentle  and 
unaflliming;  without  harfhnefs  in  our 
manners,  or  feverity  in  our  cenfures,  when 
others  depart  in  fome  particulars  from  our 
mode  of  thinking  on  religious  fubje<3;s. 

At  the  fame  time,  we  are  to  remember 
that,  in  order  to  avoid  aulterity,  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  we  fhould  run  into  an 
unlimited  compliance  v/ith  the  manners  of 
others  around  us*  This  is  a  danger  to 
which  they  are  often  €xpofed,whofe  tempers 
are  mild,  and  whofe  manners  are  conde- 
fcending.  In  that  mixed  and  various  inter* 
courfe,  whichi  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety 
forces  upon  us,  few  things,  indeed,  are 
more  difficult,  th-an  to  afcertain  the  precife 
degree  of.compliance  with  the. world  whit^h 
virtue  allows.     To  preferve  ^  juft  medium 

Voi^.  V.  Q  .  betweer> 
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S  E  R  M.  between  a  formal  aufterity  on  the  one  hand, 
^^-  .  and  that  weak  and  tame  facility  on  the 
other,  which  betrays  men  into  many  vices, 
is  one  of  the  moft  important  and  arduous 
exercifes  of  religious  wifdom.  A  manly 
fteadinefs  of  conduct  is  the  object  which 
we  are  always  to  keep  in  view ;  ftudying 
to  unite  gentlenefs  of  manners  with  firmnefs 
of  principle,  affiible  behaviour  with  untaint- 
ed integrity.  lH>;i  j£n 

VI.  In  oh^erto  walk  w^ifely  in  a  perfedt 
way,  it  is  of  importance  that  we  ftudy  pro- 
priety in  our  adlions  and  general  behaviour. 
There  are  few  precife  rules  of  conduct  that 
can  be  applied  alike  to  all  men.  In  fome 
of  the  fundamental  virtues,  indeed,  no  cir- 
cumftances  can  admit  the  leaft  variation. 
There  are  no  fituations,  for  inftance,  in 
which  truth,  juftice,  and  humanity,  are  not 
required  equally  from  all.  But,  in  a  great 
number  of  the  duties  of  life,  the  manner  of 
difcharging  them  mull  vary,  according  to 
the  different  ages,  charadlers,  and  fortunes 
of  mem  To  luit  our  behaviour  to  each  of 
thefe;  to  judge  of  the  condu6t  which  is 
moft  decent  and  becoming,  in  our.  fituation, 
«  .  is 
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is  a  material  part  of  wifdom.  Without  this  s  E  R  M- 
attention  to  propriety,  virtue  will  lofe  much 
of  its  grace  and  efficacy;  nay,  good  dif- 
pofitions  may  degenerate  into  mere  weak- 
nefles  and  follies.  The  behaviour,  for  in- 
ftancc,  which  would  be  engaging  in  youth, 
is  unfuitable  to  advanced  years.  What  is 
innocent  gaiety  in  the  one,  becomesculpable 
levity  in  the  other  ;  and  to  aflume  in  youth 
that  authority  and  dignity  to  which  years 
only  give  any  title,  is  impertinent  affec- 
tation. In  like  manner,  to  the  different 
ranks  of  men  in  fociety,  there  belongs  a 
different  ftrain  of  manners.  Whatever  is 
either  above  or  below  that  line  of  life  in 
which  Providence  has  placed  us,  hurts  every 
impartial  obferver,  and  fuits  not  the  pro- 
priety of  virtue.  What  is  proper  dignity 
in  one  ftation,  may,  in  another,  be  prefump- 
tuous  arrogance  ;  and  while  fuitable  de- 
pendence belongs  to  thofe  of  inferior  rank, 
it  ought  not  to  fink  into  a  degrading  fervi- 
lity.  With  a  change  in  the  fituation  of  our 
fortunes,  our  duties  obvioufly  change.  What 
was  commendable  frugality  in  one  con- 
dition, may  become  fordid  parfimony  as 
our  eftate  rifes  ;  and  the  generofity  required 
0  2  of 
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SE  R  M.   of  the  aftiuent,  turns  into  extravagance  ana 
injuftice  when   our   circumftances  are  im- 
paired.— In  all  thofe  attentions  to  propriety, 
fome  regard  will,  of  courfe,   be  had  to  the 
opinions  which  the  world  forms  of  us.    Na 
man  has  a  title  to  defpife  altogether  w^h at 
the  world  thinks,  and  what  it  expefls  from 
him.     But  this  regard  to  the  fentiments  of 
others,  muft  never  go.fo  far  as  to  encroach, 
on  wh^t  a  man's  own  confcience  tells  him, 
it  is  his  duty   either  to  do,   or  to  forbear 
doing.     In  the  fcale  by  which  we  meafure 
the  propriety  of  our  conduct,  the  opinion  of 
the  world  mufl  never  be  the  preponderating 
height.— ^Let  me  recommend, 

VIII  Ti^E  obfervance  of  order  arid  re- 
gularity in  the  whole  of  condudt*.  This 
may,  at  firft  appearance,  feem  an  article 
of  inferior  importance,  and  hardly  de- 
ferving  to  be  ranked  among  moral  duties. 
But!  am  perfuaded  thatlt'is*  more  nearly 
Connedcd  With  virtu e-'th ah  manyperfons 
imagine;  and  that  it  maintains  an  import- 
ant place  in  that  wifdom  which  directs  a 
perfect  way.     If  ever  you  mean  to  carry  a 

J  *  Ykic  on  this  fiibjeft,  Vol.  ii.   Sermon  I. 

confident 
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confiftent  line  of  virtue  throughout  your  SERM. 
condudt,  you  muft  allot  toevery  tranfadion 
its  place  and  its  feafon.  Hurry  and  tumult, 
diforder  and  confufion,  are  both  the  cha- 
raderiftics  of  vice  and  the  parents  of  it. 
Let  your  time  be  regularly  diftributed,  and 
all  your  affairs  be  arranged  with  propriety, 
in  method  and  train.  Thus,  and  thus 
only,  can  you  be  mailers  of  yourfelves; 
your  time  and  your  life  will  be  your  own  ; 
and  what  is  ferious  and  important,  w411  not 
be  juftled  outof  its  place,  by  that  crowd  of 
inferior  cares,  w4iich  are  for  ever  prefFmg 
on  the  diforderly,  and  fruftrating  the  plans 
which  they  had  formed  for  the  wife  and 
proper  regulation  of  life.  Confider  too, 
that  if  order  be  not  ftudied,  there  can  be  no 
prudent  osconomy  in  the  management  of 
your  fortune  and  worldly  affairs;  and  oeco- 
nomy,  be  affured,  is  a  great  guardian  of  all 
the  private  and  doraeftic  virtues.  When 
order  and  oeconomy  are  negledled,  you  are 
in  hazard  of  being  lirfl:  involved  in  dif- 
treiles,  and  then  inveigled  into  crimes ; 
whereas,  under  the  diredion  of  regular  con- 
dud,  both  your  worldly  and  yqur  religious 
0  3  concerns 
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SE  R  M.   concerns  will  be  more  in  the  courfe  of  pro- 
i_    ^"_^i    fpering. 1  have  only  now  to  add, 

VIII.  That  we  fhould  give  attention 
to  all  the  auxiliary  means  which  religion 
offers  for  affifting  and  guiding  us  to  walk 
wifely  in  a  perfed:  way.  Thefe  open  a 
large  field  to  the  care  of  every  good  man. 
We  muft  always  remember  that  virtue  is 
not  a  plant  which  will  fpontaneoufly  grow 
up  and  flourilh  in  the  human  heart.  The 
foil  is  far  from  being  fo  favourable  to  it; 
many  fhoots  of  an  adverfe  nature  are  ever 
fpringing  up,  and  much  preparation  and 
culture  are  required  for  cherifhing  the  good 
feed,  and  raifmg  it  to  full  maturity. — 
Among  the  means  for  this  purpofe,  let  me 
firft  mention  the  ferious  reading  of  the  holy 
Scripture.  That  facred  book,  as  the  ftand- 
ard  of  our  belief  and  pradtice,  claims  on 
every  account,  our  frequent  perufal.  In  the 
New  Teftament,  the  brighteft  difplay  of 
our  Lord's  energetic  example,  joined  with 
his  fimple,  affeding,  and  inftru<Stive  dif- 
courfes,  illuftrated  by  the  writings  of  his 
infpired  followers  j  in  the  Old  Teftament, 
j,.i  ■  i    to  m<'>j'i  n  r\  n\s^^1■:yJ  n    the 
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the  variety  of  matter,  the  ardent  glow  of  SERM. 
devotion  in  fome  parts,  and  the  myfterious 
fublimity  of  others ;  all  confpire  to  affect 
the  mind  with  ferious  and  folemn  emotions. 
Paflages  imprefTed  on  the  memory  from 
thofe  facred  volumes,  have  often,  from  their 
recurrence,  had  a  happy  effed.  In  our 
early  years  moft  of  us  were  accuflomed  to 
look  with  refpe£t  upon  thofe  venerable  re- 
cords ;  and  woe  be  to  them,  who,  looking 
back  upon  the  days  of  their  father's  houfe, 
can  trample  with  fcorn  on  the  memory  of 
thofe  whofe  pious  cares  were  employed  in 
forming  them  to  good  principles,  and  teach- 
ing them  to  reverence  the  word  of  God  ! 
Let  me  next  recommend  a  ferious  re- 
gard to  all  the  eftablifhed  means  of  religious 
inftrudtion  ;  fuch  as,  attending  regularly 
the  preaching  of  the  word,  partaking  fre- 
quently of  the  holy  facrament,  and  prefer- 
ving  a  facred  reverence  for  the  Lord's  day. 
Whenever  all  regard  to  the  Lord's  day  be- 
comes abolifhed  ;  when  on  it  we  are  allowed 
to  mingle  without  any  di(lin<ftion  in  our 
common  aifairs,  and  even  in  our  ordinary 
diverfions  and  amufements,  we  may  account 
this  a  certain  fymptom  of  declining  virtue, 
0  4  ami 
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SERM.   and    of  approaching  general    immorality* 
y^J^^   We  have  beheld  in  a  neighbouring  king- 
dom, how  fatally  it  proved  the  forerunner  of 
an  entire  diflblution  both  of  moral  and  civil 
order  in  fociety.     Whatever  difregard  cer- 
tain modern  refiners  of  morali:y  may  at- 
tempt to  throw  on  all  the  inftitiUed  means 
of  public  religion,  afTuredly  they  muft,  in 
their    lowed  view,  be    confidered   as   the 
outgards  and  fences  of  virtuous  conduiSt ; 
and  even   in  this  view   muft   deferve  the 
efteem  and  refped:  of  all  good  men.     We 
know,  and  are  often  enough  told,  that  the 
form  of  godlifiefs  uidiy  fubfift  without  the 
i  power  of  it.     But  depend  upon  it,  wherever 

the  form  of  godlinefs  is  entirely  gone,  the. 
ruin  of  its  power  is  not  far  off.  Whoever 
has  ftudied  the  human  mind  may  foon  be 
fatisfied  of  this  truth. 

Befides  attention  to  the  public  means  of 
religious  improvement,  much  will  depend 
on  our  own  private  exercifes  of  devotion 
and  ferions  thought.    Prayer,  in  particular, 
^  operates  to  our  high  advantage,  both  by  the 

immediate;  a(fiftance  which  we  may  hope  it 
uill  procure  from  Him  who  b  the  author 
and  infpirer  of  virtue,  and  by  its  native  in- 
fluence 
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fluence  in  foftenlng,  purifying,  and  exalting  S  E  RM. 
the  heart.  In  vain  would  he  attempt  to  ^  "'  _. 
behave  himfelf  wifely  in  a  perfe6:  way,  who 
looks  not  frequently  up  to  God  for  grace 
and  aid  ;  and  who  would  prefumptuoufly 
attempt  to  feparate  moral  virtue  from  devo- 
tion, its  natural  and  original  ally.  Befides 
the  exercifes  of  religious  worihip  both  pub- 
lic and  private,  feafonable  returns  of  retire- 
ment from  the  world,  of  calm  recolledion 
and  ferious  thought,  are  mod  important 
auxiliaries  to  virtue.  He  who  is  without 
intermiffion  engaged  in  the  buftle  of  fociety 
and  worldly  occupation,  becomes  incapable 
of  exercifmg  that  difcipline  over  himfelf, 
and  giving  that  attention  to  his  temper  and 
charader  which  virtue  requires.  Commune 
iv'ith  your  own  hearts  on  your  bed^  and  be 
/I ill.  Offer  the  facrijices  of  rtghteoufnefs ^  and 
put  your  trujt  in  the  Lord  *. 

By  the  obfervance  of  fuch  rules  and 
maxims  as  have  been  now  pointed  out,  it 
may  be  hoped  that,  through  divine  grace,  we 
may  be  enabled  to  behave  otirf elves  'w'lftly in 
a  perjc&  way^  until,  in  the  end,  v*^e  receive 

•  Pfalm  iV.  4,  5 . 

'  the 
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SERM.  ^^  reward  of  fuch  behaviour.  The  wif- 
jX.  (Jom  here  fpoken  of,  as  conjoined  with  vir- 
tue, is  that  ivifdomfrom  above^  which  is  ap- 
pointed by  God  to  enlighten  and  guide  the 
cf)urfe  of  integrity.  It  opens  to  us  thdXpath 
ofthejiijl^  which  is  now  as  the /Jjining  light 
and  which  wiW  Jhine  more  and  more  until  the 
perfect  day. 


■  '■^f.Trrf: rr    r.;     '>;  ■ 
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SERMON     X. 

On  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul,  and  a 
future  State. 


2  Corinthians,  v.   i. 

For  we  knotv,  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  of 
this  tabernacle  were  dijfolved^    we  have 
a  build'mg  of  God^  an  houfe  not  made  with 
hands ^  eternal  in  the  heavens, 

*'  I  ''HIS  paffage  prefents  to  us  in  one  view   S  E  RM. 

the  nature  of  our  prefent  earthly  ftate, 
and  the  future  objed:of  the  Chriftian's  hope. 
The  ftyle  is  figurative ;  but  the  figures 
employed  are  both  obvious  and  expreffive. 
The  body  is  reprefented  as  a  houfe  in- 
habited by  the  foul,  or  the  thinking  part 
of  man.  But  it  is  an  earthly  houfe ^  a  taber^ 
nacle  eretSted  only  for  pajG[ing  accommo- 
lo  dation, 
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elation,  and  to  be  d/Jfohed ;  to  which  ia  to 
fucceed  the  future  dwe'iing  of  the  juft  in 
a  building  of  God^  an  houje  not  made  -with 
bands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  Flere  then 
are  three  great  objects  prefented  to  our 
ccnfideration.  Firft,  the  nature  of  our 
prefent  condition.  Secondly,  that  fucceed- 
ing  ftate  which  is  the  objedl  of  good  men's 
hope.  Thirdly,  the  certain  foundation  of 
their  hope  ;  "we  know,  that  if  our  earthly 
houfe  be  dijfolved,  ive  have  a  building  of 
God. 

I-  The  text  gives  a  full  defcrlption  of  our 
prefent  embodied  ftate  ;  as  an  earthly  houfe, 
an  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle,  and  a 
tabernacle  which  is  to  be  diffolved. 

We  dwell  in  an  earthly  houfe.  Within 
this  cottage  of  earth  is  lodged  that  fpiritual, 
immortal  fubftance,  into  which  God  breathed 
the  breath  of  life.  So  we  are  elfewhere 
fnid  in  Scripture,  to  liave  our  foundation  in 
the  dujl,  '  and  to  dwell  in  houfes  of  clay. 
During  its  continuance  in  this  humble 
abode,  the  foul  may  he.juftly  confidered  as 
confmed  and  imprifoned.  It'ls  feurairu^d 
from  the  full  exertion  of  its  powers    by 

9  many 
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many  obftriidlons.  It  can  perceive  and  a£l:  SERM. 
only  by  very  imperfect  organs.  It  looks 
abroad  as  through  the  windows  of  the 
fenfes ;  and  beholds  truth  as  through  aglaj) 
darkly.  It  is  befet  with  a  numerous  train 
of  temptations  to  evil,  which  arife  from 
bodily  appetites.  It  is  obliged  to  fympa- 
thize  with  the  body  in  its  wants  ;  and  is 
deprefled  with  infirmities  not  its  own.  For 
it  fufFers  from  the  frailty  of  thofe  materials 
of  v/hich  its  earthly  houfe  is  compad:ed.  It 
languifhes  and  droops,  along  with  the  body  ; 
is  w^ounded  by  its  pains  ;  and  the  flightelt 
difcompofure  of  bodily  organs  is  fufficient 
to  derange  fome  of  the  higheft  operations  of 
the  foul.  ' 

All  thefe  circumftanccs  bear  the  marks 
of  a  fallen  and  degraded  ftate  of  human 
nature.  The  manfion  in  which  the  foul  is 
lodged,  correfponds  fo  little  vvith  the  powers 
and  capacities  of  a  rational  immortal  fpirit, 
as  gives  us  reafon  to  think  that  the  fouls  of 
good  tnen  were  not  dcfigned  to  remain 
dlways  thus  confined.  Such  a  ftate  was 
calculated  for  anfwering  the  ends  propofed 
by  our  condition  of  trial  and  probation  iti 
this  life  J  but  was  not  intended  •  to  be  laft- 

inar 
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SERM.   Ing  and  final.   Accordingly,  the  Apoftle,  in 
'_r-,^    his  defcription,  calls  it  the  earthly  houfe  of 
this  tabernacle ;  alluding  to  a  wayfaring  or 
fojourning  ftate,  where  tabernacles  or  tents 
are  occafionally  erected  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  paflengers.     The  fame  metaphor 
is  here  made  ufe  of,  which  is  employed  in 
feveral  other  paffages  of  Scripture,  where 
we  are   faid  to  hcfra/igers  and fojcurners 
on  earth  before  God^  as  were  all  our  fathers. 
This  earth   may  be  compared  to  a  wide 
field   fpread  wuth   tents,    where  troops   of 
pilgrims  appear  in  fucceffion  and  pafs  away. 
They  enter  for  a   little  into  the  tents  pre- 
pared for  them  ;  and  remain  there  to  un- 
dergo their  appointed   probation.     When 
that  is  finilhed,  their  tents  are  taken  down, 
and  they  retire,  to  make  way  for  others, 
who  come  forward  in  their  allotted  order. 
Thus  one  generation  pajfeth  away^  and  ana* 
ther  generation  comet h ;  and  the  earthly  houfe 
is  to  all  no  other  ^than  the  horfe  of  their 
pilgrimage  *. 

The  earthly  hoife  of  this  tabernacle^  the 
Apoftle,  proceeding  in  his  defcription,  tells 
us,  is  to  be  diffolved.     Clofe  as  the  union 

*  Pfalm  cxi'x.  54.. 

between 
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between  the  foul  and  body  now  appeai^s   SERM. 
to    be,    it    is   no    more  than  a  temporary        X. 
union.     It    fubfifts  only  during  the  COU'-, 
tinuance  of  a  tabernacle  of  duft,  which,  by 
its  nature,  is  tending  towards  ruin.     The 
duji  mujl  foon  return  to  the  duji^  and  the 

fpirit  tQ  God  who  gave  it. The  diflb- 

lution  o^  th^  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle^ 
is  an  event  full  of  difmay  to  wicked  men. 
Beyond  that  period  they  fee  nothing  but 
a  dark  unknown,  which,  as  far  as  they 
can  difcern,  is  peopled  with  objed:s  full 
of  tcrrour  ;  even  to  the  juft,  this  diflb- 
lution  is  a  ferious  and  awful  event.  Pro- 
vidence has  wifely  appointed  that,  burdened 
as  our  prefent  ftate  is  with  various  ills  and 
frailties,  we  fliould,  however,  be  naturally 
attached  to  it.  Its  final  clofe  is  always  at- 
tended with  feveral  melancholy  ideas. — 
Thou  who  now  flourilheft  moft  in  health 
and  ftrength,  muft  then  have  thy  head  laid 
low.  From  ihy  clofing  eyes  the  light  of 
the  fun  fhall  difappear  for  ever.  That  light 
fhall  continue  to  iliine,  the  feafons  to  re- 
turn, and  the  earth  to  flourifh  ;  but  to  thee 
no  more:,  feparated  from  th^  dwellings  qf 
men,  and  cut  ofi'from  all  thou  wert  accuf- 

tomed 
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SERM.  tomed  to  love,  as  though  thou  hadft  never 
X-       been. — Such  is  the  fate  of  maft  confidered 
merely  as  mortal  ;  as  dwelling  in  an  earthly 
ho.:fe  which  is  about  to  be  dillblved.     The 
coi-jfolatory   corredive  of   thofe  humbling 
ideas,  the  ray  that  is  to  diffipate  this  gloom, 
we  behold  in  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  text  y 
that  when  this  earthly  houfe  is   diflblved^t 
there  is  prepared  for  the  righteous  a  bu'tldM 
ing  of  God^  an  houfe  not  made  iv'ith  hands*" 
But  before  proceeding  to  this  part  of  the  fub* 
je6l,  let  us  paufe  for  a  little,  and  make  fome 
refledlioas  on  what  has  been  already  faid. 

Let  the  diftindion  between  the  foul  and 
the  body,  which  is  fo  clearly  marked  in 
the  text,  be  deeply  imprinted  on  our  minds. 
Few  things  in  religion  or  morals  are  en- 
titled to  make  a  ftronger  impreffion  than 
this  diftindion  ;  and  yet,  with  the  bulk  of 
men,  the  impreflion  it  makes  appears  to 
be  flight.  They  feem  to  think  and  ad  as 
if.  they  confifled  of  no  more  than  mere 
flefii  and  blood,  and  had  no  other  concerns 
than  what  refped  their  embodied  ftate.  If 
their  health  be  firm,  if  their  fenfes  be  gra- 
lifted,  and  their  appetites  indulged,  all  is 

well 
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well  with  them.  Is  not  this  to  forget  that 
the  body  is  no  more  than  an  earthly  houfc 
or  tabernacle  of  the  foul  ?  The  foul,  that 
thinking  part  which  they  feel  within  them, 
and  which  it  is  impoffible  for  them  to  con- 
found with  rheir  flefh  or  their  bones,  is 
certainly  far  nobler  than  the  tenement  of 
day  which  it  inhabits.  The  foul  is  the 
principle  of  all  life,  and  knowledge,  and 
action.  The  body  is  no  more  than  its  in- 
ftrument,  or  organ ;  and  as  much  nobler  as  is 
the  part  which  belongs  to  him  who  employs 
an  inftrument,  than  to  the  inftrument 
which  is  employed,  fo  much  is  the  foul  o£ 
greater  dignity  than  the  body.  The  one 
is  only  a  frail  and  perifhable  machine ;  the 
other  furvives  its  ruin,  and  lives  for  ever. 
During  the  time  that  the  union  con- 
tinues between  thofe  two  very  different 
parts  of  our  frame,  I  by  no  means  fay  that 
it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  difregard  all 
that  relates  to  the  body.  It  is  not  pofTible, 
nor  though  it  were  poffible,  would  it  be 
requifite  or  fit,  for  man  to  ad  as  if  he  were 
pure'  immaterial  fpirit.  This  is  what  the 
condition  and  laws  of  our  nature  permit 
Vol.  V.  p.  not. 
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SERM.  not. — But  muft  not  the  pjreateft  fenfualift 
admit,  that  if  the  foul  be  the  chief  part  of 
man,    it   muft  have  interefts  of  its   own, 
which  require  to  be  carefully  attended  to  ? 
Can  he  imagine  that  he  truly  confults  either 
his  intereft  or  his  pleafure,  if  he  employs 
the   thinking   part    of  his  nature  only  to 
ferve,  and  to  minifter  to  the  bodily  part? 
Muft  not  this  infer,  not  merely  a  degrada- 
tion of  the    fuperior    part,  but  an  entire 
perverfion    of  that  whole  conftitution  of 
nature  which  our  Maker  hath  given  us  ? 
Be  afTured,  my  brethren,  that  the  foul  hath 
a  health  and  a  ficknefs,  hath  pleafures  and 
pains  of  its  own,  quite  diftindl  from  thofe 
of  the  body,  and  which  have  a  powerful 
influence  on  the  happinefs  or    mifery    of 
man.     He  who  pays  no  attention  to  thefe, 
and   negle<fts    all   care   of  preferving   the 
health  and  foundnefs  of  his  foul,    is  not 
only  preparing  final  mifery  for  himfelf  when 
he   {hall  enter  into  a  difembodied  eftate, 
but  is  laying,  even  for  his  prefent   ftate, 
the  foundation  of  many  a  bitter  diftrefs. 
By  folly  and  guilt  he  is  wounding  his  fpirit. 
Its  wounds  will  often  bleed  when  his  body 
appears  found,  and  will  give  rife  to  inward 

pangs 
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pangs  which  no  animal  comforts  fliall  be  s  E  R  M. 
able  to  alluage  or  heal. 

When  we  imprefs  our  minds  with  a 
fenfe  of  this  important  diftin(^ion  between 
the  body  and  the  foul,  let  us  not  forget, 
that  clofely  united  as  they  now  are  in  our 
frame,  their  union  is  foon  to  terminate. 
"The  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  is  to 
be  dijjolved;  but  the  foul  which  inhabits  it 
remains.  Let  us  therefore  dwell  in  our 
earthly  houfe  with  the  fentiments  of  thofe 
who  .  know  they  are  about  to  diflodge. 
The  endowments  and  improvements  of 
the  foul  are  the  only  poflelTions  on  which 
we  can  reckon  as  continuing  to  be  our 
own.  On  every  pofleffion  which  belongs 
to  our  bodily  eftate,  we  ought  to  view  this 
infcription  as  written  by  God  ;  "  This  is 
"  an  eartlily  houfe  which  is  tottering  to  its 
"  fall ;  This  is  a  tabernacle  which  is  about 

"  to  be  taken  down." Let  us  with  plea- 

fure  turn  our  thoughts  towards  thofe  higher 
profpeds  that  are  fet  before  us,  when, 
this  change  (hall  have  taken  place  in  the 
human  condition  j  which  naturally  (brings 
;^s  to  the  ■■■^^^^  '  '^'''-^  •■'  ■' '  ''       -Ti/n-r  '^* 

^^^^^^  P2  lid 
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S  E^R  M.  lid  Head  of  difcourfe,— the  great  objed 
of  the  hope  of  good  men  in  a  fucceeding 
ftate.  l^he  earthly  houfe  is  contrafted  by 
the  Apoftle  with  a  building  of  God;  an  houfe ^ 
not  made  with  hands ;  and  the  tabernacle 
ijuhich  is  to  be  diffolved.  with  a  houfe  eternal 
in  the  heavens.  * 

The  expreffions  here  employed  to  fignify 
what  is  promifed  to  the  righteous,  a  build- 
ifig  of  God^  an  houft  not  made  with  bands ^ 
are    expreffions    of  a   myfterious    import. 
They  fuggeft  to  us  things  which  we  cannot 
tiow  conceive,  far  lefs  defcribe.     Into  that 
houfe   which    is   above,    thofe  habitations 
of  eternity,  no  Hving  man  has  entered,  to 
explore  them,  and'  td  report  to  us  tidings 
of  what  he  there  beheld.     A  facred  veil 
conceals  the  manfions  of  glory.     But,  in 
general,  thefe  expreffions  of  the  text  plainly 
import  that  the  fpirits  of  good  men   (hall, 
upon    death,    be   tranflated   from  an   im- 
perfe<3: '  tpf  a  glorious  ftate.     Whether  we 
explain  (he  building  of  God^  the  botife  not 
made   with  hands ^    td    fignify  '  trie  incor- 
ruptible bodies  which  the  juft  Ihall  animate 
at  the  refurre(5lion,  or  the  habitations  of 

'  n. 
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celeftlal  glory  into  which  they  enter,  they  are  SE  R  M. 
terms  which  convey  ideas  of  high  magnifi-  .  ^Z^ 
cence  and  feUcity.  Tfiis  earth  on  which  we  ''"'*" 
dwell,  is  no  more  than  an  exterior  region 
of  the  great  kingdom  of  God,  It  is  but  an 
entrancCj  through  which,  after  fuitable  pre- 
paration, we  pafs  into  the  palace  of  an 
Almighty  Sovereign.  Admitted  there,  we 
may  hope,  \.<x  behold  far  greater  objects 
than  ,w^e  novv  can  behold;  and  to  enjoy 
in  perfeftion  thofe  ple^fures  which  we 
Jiere  yiew  from  afar,  and  purfue  in  vain. 
Such  degrees  of  pleafuue  are  allowed  us  at 
prefent  as  our  ftate  admits.  But  a  ftate  of 
trial  required  that  pains  fhould  be  inter- 
mixed with  our  pleafures,  and  that  infirmi- 
ty and  diftr^fs  fhould  often  be  felt.  The 
remains  of  our  fall  appear  every  where  in 
our  condition.  The  ruins  of  human  na- 
ture prefent.  themfelves  on  all  hands.  But 
when  that  is^hich  is  perfeEi  is  come^  that 
'which  is  in  part  JJjall  be  done  aivay.  With 
the  fall  of  the.  earthly  houfe,  all  its  rotten 
and  corruptible  materials  Ihall  difappear. 
It  i^  Jgi^n jiny ^(^Qrruption^  fays  the  Apoflle, 
fpeak;ng;^pf  fhe  happy  change  made  upon 
good  men  at  the  refurrc(3:ion,  //  is  raifed 
■P  3  if'- 
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"SERM-  in  incorruption  ;  it  is  foijvn  in  dijhonour^  it 
X.   .    ur'aifed  in  glory ;  if  is  f own  in  iveaknefs^  it 
is  raifed  in  power ;  it  is  fotvn  a  natural^  it 
is  raifed  a  f pi  ritual  body  :-—for  this  corrupt 
tiblejhallput  on  incorrupt  ion  ^  and  this  mortal 

put  on  immortality'^. Into  that  houfe  not  _ 

fnhde  ivith  hands  ^  that  building  of  God^ , 
We  have  every  reafon  to  believe  that 
i\ittt  wiil  be  \  few  ^oom  for  fuch  giiefta^ 
to  intrude  as  cart '  or  forrow.  Nothing 
can  be  admitted  to  enter  there,  but  what 
contributes  to  thte  felicity  of  thofe  whom 
the  Almighty  hath  allowed  to  dwell  m 
his  preferice,  SiJid^'^i^"  behold  his  face  in 
right eoufnefs,^'^^^ ^  ^ ^if-»  33/  Jfl« ui  . «i 

Befides  the  glofyahd  flerfe£bion  of  this 
future  -ftate,  the  text  fuggefts  its  perma- 
nency. This  howfe  not  made  na-ith  hands^ 
is 'a-  houft 'eternal  in  the  heavens.  The  ta- 
bernacle which  we  now  inhabit,  is  every 
moment  liable  to  fall :  above,  is  the  fixed 
manlion,  the  feat  of  perpetual  reft.  Be- 
yond doubt,  the  certain  profpe^:  of  death 
renders  every  thing  inconfiderable  which 
we  here  p6i!efs.  Every  enjoyment  is  fad- 
^ridd,  wh^h  w^^  Hhink  of  its  end  approach- 

"  I  Corinth,  xv.  42.-53. 

/  • 

ing. 
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ing.  We  become  fenfible  that  we  are  serm. 
always  building  on  fand,  never  on  a  rock. 
Fluctuation  and  change  eharaderife  all 
that  is  around  us ;  and  at  the  mpmerit 
when  our  attachment  to  any  perfons  qr 
objects  is  become  the  ftrongeft,  they  are 
beginning  to  Hide  away  from  our  hold. 
But  in  the  manfions  above,  alteration  and 
decay  are  unknown.  Every  thing  there 
continues  in  a  fteady  courfe.  No  fchemes 
are  there  begun,  and  left  uniinilhed  j  no 
pleafing  connexions  juft  formed,  and  then 
broken  off.  The  treafures  pofTefTed  there 
(hall  never  be  diminifhed;  the  friends  we 
enjoy  there  fhall  never  die,  and  leave  us  to 
mourn.  In  thofe  celeflial  rjegions,  fliines 
the  fun  that  never  fets ;  the  calm  reigns, 
which  is  never  ^iftufbed  ;  the  river  of  life 
flows  with  a  ftream,  which  is  always  un- 
ruffled in  its  courfe. 

Such  are  the  profpeds,  imperfedly  as 
we  can  now  conceive  them,  which  are  fet 
forth  to  good  men  in  a  future  world.  But 
how,  it  may  be  afked,  Ihall  we  be  fatisfied 
that  fuch  profpeds  are  not  mere  illufions 
with  which  our  fancy  flatters  us.  Upon 
what  foundations  refts  this  mighty  edifice 
P4  of 
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SE^M.  of  1101)^,' which  the  Apoftle  here  rears  b^ 
»— ^.-^  fof  thfe  confolatlori 'of' Ghriftlans,  and  of 
^hich  *h6  fpeaks  fo-  confidently  as  to  fay, 
We  knoiif  th'dt  if  our  earihly  houfe  of 
this'  toherttach  'were  dijfolved^  ive  have'a 
buildipg  ef  God  P- — To  in  quire  ^  into  this 
'Was  the'-'  tussio  lisivi.  jfisiTnnioqqB'  adiyib 

^^'illd  pr6pofed''H€ad  of  dlf^ourfe;  lo  which 
'we  now  proceed.  And  as  the  fuhjeft^is  in 
itfelffo  important,  and  fo  pleafing  to  all 
good  men,  I  fhall  take  a  view  of  the  dif- 
HFereht  kinds  of  evidence,  upon  which  our 
^M'of'a  hippy  immortality  is  grounded.- 
^^ '"We"  tntift -obfeirve',  in  the  firft  place,  that 
%e  diffolution  bFthli  ^earthly  tabernacle  at 
•'(Je'ath,  affords  no  grbund  for  thinking  that 
*the  foul  at  the  fame  time  perifhes,  or  is  ex- 
*tinguifhed.  I  begin  with  this  obfervation, 
becaufe  the  ftrongeft  prejudices  againft  the 
Yoiifs  iinmortality,  ^fif^  from  what  is  fome- 
'tirri^  found  to  happen  at  that  period.  The 
'foiil  atid  the  bbdyare  af  prefent  united  by 
the  clofeft  fym'pathy.  When  one  fuffers, 
"^the  o^herTs  kiFeded."'  Both  feem  to  grow 
iif  tbgethef  t&tl^e-itifatiirity  of  their  powers ; 
Itld  together  bcJtii  feem  often  to  decay. 
*^-  -  ,   ^  Such 
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Such  a  fliock  is  apparently  fufFered .by  tkc  SERM, 
foul  at  death,  as  at  firil  view  might  lead  y^,„^ 
us  to  fufpe^t  that  it  was  (harlng  the  fame 
fate  with  the  body.  Notwithftanding  thi% 
there  are  clear  proofs  that  the  body  and  the 
foul,  though  at  prefent  clofely  connedled  by 
divine  appointment  with  one  another,  are, 
however,  fubftances  of  different  and  diffi- 
milar  natures.  Matter,  of  which  the  body 
is  compofed,  is  a  fubftance  altogether  dead 
and  paflive,  and  cannot  be  put  in  motion 
without  fome  external  impulfe.  ,  Whereas 
the  foul  hath  within  itfelf  a  principle  of 
motion,  activity,  and  life.  Between  the 
Jaws  of  matter,  and  the  adion  of  thought, 
,there  is  fo  little  refeijiblance,  or  rather  fo 
•{much  oppofition,  that  mankind  in  general 
have  agreed  in  holding  the  foul  to  be  an 
immaterial  fubftance;  that  is,  a  fubftance 
•the  nature  of  which  we  cannot  explain  or 
define  farther  than  that  it  is  a  fubftance 
quite  diftin£l  from  matter.  This  being 
once  admitted,  it  clearly  follows,  that  fmce 
thought  depends  not  on  matter,  from  the 
difloluBicHi  of  the  rftaterial  part  we  have  no 
groun4to  ififer  the  deftrudtion  of  the  think- 
ing part-*  olntan.  As  long  as  by  the  ordi- 
9  nation 
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SERM.  nation  of,  tb«  C^eatar  thefe  dlfFerent  fub- 
ftanees  remain  united,  there  is  no  wonder 
that  the  one  fhould  luffer  from  the  diforder 
or.  indifpofition  of  the  other. 

.  It  is  fo  far  from  following  that  the  foul 
inuft  ceafe  to  aQ:  on  tbe  diffolution  of  the 
body,  that  it  feems  rather  to  follow,  that  it 
"Will  then  acl  in  a  tnore  perfect  manner. 
In  its  prelent  habitation,  it  is  plainly  limited 
and  confined  in  its  operations*  When  it  is 
let  ioofe  from  that  earthly  houfe,  it  is 
brought  forth  into  greater  liberty.  To 
iltijilrate  this  by  an  inftance  which  may  be 
conceived  as  analogous  ;  let  us  fuppofe  a 
pcrfon  fliut  up  in  an  apartment,  where  he 
iaw  light  only  through  fome  fmall  windows, 
if  thefe  windows  were  foul  or  dimmed,  he 
would  fee  lefs ;  if  they  were  al^together 
darkened,  he  could  fee  none  at  all.  But 
were  he  let  out  from  this  confinement  into 
the  open  air,  he  would  be  fofar  from  being 
deprived  of  fight,  that  though  at  firft  over- 
•powered  by  a  iridden  glare,  he  would  foon 
fee  around  him  much  more  completely 
thaa- before.  Tht  fenfes  are  as  fo  many 
windows  or  aperture^^,  through  which  the 
ibui  at  prefent  exercifes  its  powers  of  per- 
;  -u,/i  ception. 
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ception.  If  the  fenfes  are  difordered,  the  s£rm 
powers  of  the  foul  will  be  obftru<Sled.  But  X.  .„ 
once  feparated  from  its  earthly  tenement, 
the  foul  will  then  exercife  its  powens  withn-' 
out  obftruiltion ;  will  ad:  with  greater  liberty, 
and  in  a  wider  fphere. 1  admit  this  ar- 
gument only  goes  as  far  as  to  fhew,  that 
although  the  body  perifh,  there  remains 
with  the  foul  a  capacity  for  feparate  ex- 
iftence.  Whether  that  exiftence  fhali  be 
adually  continued  to  it  after  death,  muft 
depend  on  the  will  of  Him  who  gave 
it  life,  and  who  certainly  at  his  pleafure 
can  take  that  life  away.  It  is  neceflary, 
therefore,  to  inquire  into  what  we  have 
any  reafon  to  believe,  may  be  the  inten- 
tion of  our  Creator  concerning  a  future  life. 

I  ARGUE  then,  in  the  next  place,  that  if 
the  foul  were  to  perifh  when  the  body  dies, 
the  ftate  of  man  would  be  altogether  un- 
fuitabie  to  the  wifdom  and  perfection  of  the  ' 
Author  of  his  being.  Man  would  be  the 
only  creature  that  would  feem  to  have  been 
made  in  vain.  All  the  other  works  of  God 
are  contrived  to  anfvver  exactly  the  pur*f. 
pofes  for  which  they  were  made.      They 

are 
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5 E  R  M.  are  eithjs^;  jnjQap^ble  of  ^no^Iedge  at  al^, 
v^^j^J*,^  or,  til ey  know  nothing  higher  than  \X\^, 
— ~  "■■  ftate  in  which  they  are  placed.  Their 
powers  arc  perfectly  fuited  and  adjutted  tp, 
their  condition.  But  it  is  not  To  with  man». 
He  has  every;  appearance  of  being  framed, 
for  fomething  higher  and  greater  than  what 
he  here  attains.  He  fees  the  narrow  hounds 
within  which  he  is  here  confined  5  knows 
and  laments  all  the  imperfections  of  hij? 
prefent  ftate.  His  thirft  for  knowledge, 
his.defires  of  happincfs,  all  ftretch  beyond 
his  earthly  ftation;  He  fearches  in  vain  for 
adequate  objedls  to  gratify  him.  His  nature 
is  perpetually  tending  and  afpiring  towards 
the  enjoyment  of  fome  more  coniplete  f^lj- 
citv  than  this  world  can  afford.  In  the 
midft  of  all  his  fearches  and  afpirations,  he 
is  fuddenly  cut  off.  He  is  but  of  yefterday, 
and  to-morrow  is  gone.  Often  in  the 
entrance,  often  in  the  bloorn  of  life,  when 
he  had  juft  begun  to  ad  his  part,  and  to 
expand  his  powers,  darknefs  is  rr^ade  tp^ 
cover  hifti.-r—Can  "we  believe*  that  when 
this  period  i&  cothe,  all  is  finally  oyer  with 
the  beft  and  the  worthieft  of  mankin<jV? 
Endowed  with  Ssx  noble  an  apparatus  0% 
.  ^  rational 
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rational  powers,  taught,  to  form  high  views   SERM. 
and  enlarged  defireSjWere  they -brought  forth    _'-,_. 
for  no  other  purpofe,  than  to  breathe  this  - 
grofs  and  impure  air  for  a  {hort  fpace,  and' 
then  to  be  cut   off  from  all  exiftence  ?  AJL 
his  other  works,  God  hath  made  in  weighty 
7iumher\^  and  meafnre',   the  hand  of  the  Al- 
mighty artificer  every  where  appears.     But 
on  man,  his  chief  work  here   below,  he 
would,  upon   this    fuppofitibn,    appear  to 
have    beftowed    no    attention  ;    and    after 
having   eredled    a    ftately    palace    in    this 
univerfe,   framed  with   fo    much  magnifi- 
cence, and  decorated  with  fo  much  beauty, 
to  have  introduced  man,  in  the  guife  of  a 
negledtedwnndererto  become  its  inhabitant. 
Let  us  farther  confider  the  confufed  and 
promifcuous  diftribution  of  good  and  evil 
in  this  life.     The  enjoyments  of  the  world, 
fuch  as  they  are,  are  far  from  being  always 
beftowed  on  the  virtuous  and  the  worthy. 
On  the   contrary,   t^e  bittereft  portion  is 
often  their  lot.     In  the  raidft  of  infirmities, 
difeafes,  and  forrows,  they  are  left  to  drag^ 
their   life,    while    cafe   and    afiluence     arp 
allow^ed  fo  the  un^^odly.r— 1   muft  afk,  i£ 
fuch  an  arrangement   of  things,  owing  to 

the 
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SERM.  the  ordination,  or,  at  leaft,  to  the  permif- 
fion  of  Providence,  be  confonant  to  any 
ideas  we  can  form  of  the  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  of  a  Supreme  Ruler,  on  the  fuppofition 
of  there  being  no  future  (late  ? — But  as 
foon  as  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  a 
ftate  of  future  retribution  are  eflablifhed,  all 
difficulties  vanifli ;  the  myftery  i«  unra- 
velled ;  fupreme  wifdom,  juftice,  and  good- 
nefs  are  difcovered  to  be  only  concealed 
for  a  little  while  behind  the  curtain.  If 
that  curtain  were  never  to  be  withdrawn, 
and  immortality  never  to  appear,  the  ways 
of  God  would  be  utterly  inexplicable  to 
man.  We  would  be  obliged  to  conclude 
that  either  a  God  did  not  exift  ;  or  though 
he  exifted,  that  he  was  not  pofTefled  of  fuch 
perfections  as  we  now  afcribe  to  him,  if 
when  a  worthy  and  pious  man  had  fpent 
his  whole  life  in  virtuous  deeds,  and  perhaps 
had  died  a  martyr  to  the  caufe  of  religion 
and  truth  ;  he  fhoOld,  after  long  and  fevere 
fufFerings,  perifli  finally,  unrewarded  and 
forgotten  ;  no  attention  fhewn  to  him  by 
the  Almighty  ;  no  building  of  God^  ered:ed 
for  him ;  no  houfe  eternal  prepared-  in  the 
^'-Heavens!  ^.^ -.,.rr 

i^«^cf  These 
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These  reafonings are  much  ftrengthenecl  SER.M. 


by  the  beUef  that  has  ever  prevailed  among 
all  mankind,  of  the  foul's  immortality.  It  is 
not  an  opinion  that  took  its  rife  from  the 
thin-fpun  fpeculations  of  fome  abftrad:  phi- 
lofophers.  Never  has  any  nation  been  dis- 
covered on  the  face  of  tlie  earth  fo  rude 
and  barbarous,  that  in  midft  of  their  wildeft 
fu perditions  there  was  not  cheriflied  among 
them  fome  expeftation  of  a  ftate  after  death, 
in  which  the  virtuous  vsrere  to  enjoy  happi- 
nefs.  So  univerfal  a  confent  in  this  belief, 
affords  jufl  ground  to  afcribe  it  to  fome 
innate  principle  implanted  by  God  in  the 
human  breaft.  Had  it  no  foundation  in 
truth,  we  muft  fuppofe  that  the  Creator 
tbund  it  neceflary,  for  the  purpofes  of  his 
government,  to  carry  on  a  principle  of 
univerfal  deception  among  his  rational  fub- 
jeds.  Many  of  the  ftrongeft  paflions  of 
our  nature  are  made  to  have  a  clear  re- 
ference to  the  future  exiftence  of  the  fouL 
The  love  of  fame,  the  ardent  concern  which 
fo  often  prevails  about  futurity,  all  allude  to 
fomewhat  in  which  men  fuppofe  themfelves 
to  be  perfonally  concerned,  after  death. 
The  confciences,  both  of  the  good  and  the 

6  bad. 
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JSERM.  bad,  bear  witnefs  to  a  world  that  is  to 
come.  Seldom  do  men  leave  this  world 
without  fome  fears  or  hopes  refpe(f^ing  it.; 
fome  fecret  anticipations  and  preiages  of 
what  is  hereafter  to  befal  tbem.p  gii^ii  fi«tw 
Eiit  though  the  reafonings  which  have 
been  adduced  to  prove  the  immortality  of 
the  foul  and  a  future  ftate,  are  certainly  of 
great  weight,-  yet  reafonings  ftUl  they  are, 
and  no  more,  and  in  every  human  reafon- 
ing,  fufpicions  may  arife  of  ibme  fallacy  or 
errour.  In  a  point  lb  momentous,  to  us,  as 
our  exiilence  after  death,  we  never  could, 
with  abfolute  certainty  and  full  fatisfadion, 
jbave  refted  Gn\.any  evidence   except  what 

•'vvas  xonlirmed  ■by  the:  declaration  of  God 
himfelf. — For  many^and  high  bleffings  we 
are.  indebted    to  the  Chriftian  revelation  j 

-for  none  more  than  for  its  having  brought 
life  and  immortality  to.  light.  The  re- 
velations made  by..Goii..to  the  world  in 

.early  aiges,^  gava.theiirft  openings  to  this 
great  -article  .-b£ jfaitli  and  hope.  In  fu- 
ture periods,  the  iight-..dawned  more  and 
more;  but  it  was^^aot  until  the  fan  of 
righteoufnefs  arofe   by  the  appearance   ot 

•.Chriii  on  earth,  "that  the   great   difcov^ry 

."Li...  "'  was 
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\vas  completed.  Then,  indeed,  were  made  SE  RM. 
knv7wn  ih^  city  of  the  tiinttg  Gody  the  iiew 
'^eruJaUtn  above,  the  man/tons  prepared  for 
the  fpirits  ofjuji  men  made  peifeSl.  Nar 
\v:.is  a  rtate  of  future  felicity  only  proclaimed 
by  Cnrift:  and  his  apoftles  to  good  men, 
but  was  reprefented  as  purchafed  for  them 
by  thfe  d^ath  of  their  Redeemer.  I  give  ^ 
he  was  authorifed  to  fay,  unto  my  Jheep 
eternal  life.  In  my  father  s  houfe  are  many 
man/ions.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  *. 
Accordingly,  he  lay  down  in  the  grave  ; 
rofe  as  x\\&  frji-fruits  of  them  that  fept ; 
and  afcending  into  Heaven,  entered  there 
within  -the  veil,  as  ih.t  forerunner  of  hijj 
followers,  to  aflfure  them  of  all  being 
friendly  and  well-dlfpofed  towards  them  in 
thofe  upper  regions.  All  therefore  who 
live  and  die  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of 
Jefus,  are  entitled  to  fay  with  the  Apoftle, 
'we  knoiv  ;  not  only  we  hope  and  we  rea- 
fbn,  but  we  know,  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  of 
this  tabernacle  were  diffolved,  we  have  a 
building  of   God^    an  houfe  not  made  with 

hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens,  ^  t 

j'.  ■  ■■  '      . 

*  John,  X.  28.— xiv.  ». 

'^''VoL.  V.'  ^         ■  The 
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SERM.  The  firft  and  raoft  natural  improvemefit 
^'  of  all  that  has  been  fald,  is  to  produce  in 
our  hearts  the  raoft  lafting  gratitude,  love, 
and  reverence,  towards  that  great  Benefador 
of  mankind,  who  not  only  hath  made 
known  and  publilhed  the  bleflings  of  a 
future  ftate  to  the  righteous,  but  by  hi^ 
great  undertaking  for  their  redemption 
hath  ereded  in  their  behalf  the  hoi/fe  eternal 

in  the  heavens. —The  next  improvement 

we  fhould  make,  is  to  condud  our  own  life 
and  behaviour  as  becomes  thofe  who  have 
an  intereft  in  this  happinefs  and  this  hope. 
From  fuch  perfons  affuredly  is  to  be  ex- 
pelled a  pure,  correct,  and  dignified  beha-* 
viour  in  every  fituation  j  not  a  contempt  of 
the  employments,  nor  a  renunciation  of  all 
the  comforts  of  their  prefent  life*  Opinions 
that  produce  fuch  efFe£ts  are  connected 
only  with  the  fpirit  of  fuperftition  and  falfe 
religion.  But  to  them  it  belongs,  in  midft 
of  the  affairs,  enticements,  and  temptations 
of  the  world,  to  regulate  their  conduct 
as  becomes  the  heirs  of  a  divine  inheri- 
tance ;  never  debafmg  themfelves  among 
what  is  mean,  nor  defiling  themfelves  with 
what  is  corrupt  in  the  prefent  flate ;  but 
-    .  *    ferving 


•  •    and  a  future  State.  ^^'  ^'^^^  ^27 

ferVittg  God  with  that  fidelity,  and  beha-  SE.RM, 
Ving  to  men  with  that  fteady  magnanimity 
of  virtue^   that  generous  beneficence  and 
humanity,   which   fuits  immortal  beings,, 
who  are  afpiring  to  rife  in  a  future  ftate  to 
the  perfedion  of  their  nature,  in  the  pre- 


fence  of  God* 


rftxw  yivfslmsff?  ^nllftab  Tan  ^nis^o!  si  Jb#/'' 
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RoMANis,  xii.  21. 

Se  not  overcome  ef  evil ;  but  overcome  evil 
•with  good, 

^r^RM.  JN  this  world,  we  all  know  that  w^e  mufi: 
reckon  upon  a  mixture  of  ^oods  and 
evils.  Some  of  tli^  evils  are  owing  to  the 
appointment  of  Providence  in  this  ftate  of 
trial ;  many  of  them  are  the  fruits  of  our 
own  guilt  and  mifcondu<fl:.  The  goods 
and  the  evils  of  our  ftate  are  fo  blended,  as 
often  to  render  the  whole  of  human  life  a 
flruggle  between  them.  We  have  to  con- 
tend both  with  the  evils  of  fortune,  and 
with  the  evils  of  our  own  depravity  ;  and 
U  is  only  he  who  can   in    fome    meafure 

overcome 


x.  r 
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overcome  both,  that  is  to  be  efteemed  the  SERM. 
wife,  the  virtuous,  and  the  happy  man.  ^^* 
At  the  fame  time,  amidft  the  evils  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  which  alfault  us,  there  is  a 
principle  of  good,  derived  from  Heaven, 
by  which  we  may  hope  to  acquire  ftrength, 
and  through  divine  affiftance  be  enabled  to 
overcome  the  evils  of  our  ftate.  This  is  the 
fubjed:  of  the  exhortation  in  the  text,  Be 
not  overcome  of  evil ;  but  overcome  evil  ivith 
good.  Taken  in  its  mofl  extenfive  fenfe, 
as  refpedling  the  different  kinds  of  evil 
which  we  have  to  overcome,  the  exhorta- 
tion may  be  underftood  to  comprife  the 
three  following  particulars.  In  the  firft 
place,  Be  not  overcome  by  the  injuries  you 
meet  with  in  the  world,  f)  as  to  purine 
revenge.  Secondly,  Be  not  overcome  by 
the 'difafters  of  the  world,  fo  as  to  fmk  into 
defpair.  Thirdly,  Be  not  overcome  by  the 
evil  examples  of  the  world,  fo  as  to  follow 
them  into  fm.  But  in  all  thofe  cafes,  over- 
come evil  with  good.  Overcome  injuries, 
by  forgivenels.  Overcome  difafters,  by 
fortitude.  "^  Overcome  evil  examples,  by 
iirmnefs 'of  principle,  ^f^'  lo  dj*.'.'   mI^  pi}\-   ' 


XI. 


^50  ^  overcoming  Evil  with  Goo^^'s 

SERM.       I.  Be  not  overcome  by  the  injuriesjyoaf 
meet  with  in  the  world,  fo  as  to  purfue 
revenge.     It  appears  from  the  context,  that 
this    was   the  primary    object   which    the 
Apoftle  had  in  his  view  in  this  exhortation. 
He  refers  to  the  injuries  which   the  pri-' 
mitive  Chriftians  were  conftantly  fuffering- 
from  their  perfecutors.     Inftead  of  being > 
fo  much  overcome  by  thefe  as  to  be  intent^ 
on  revenge,  his  exhortation  in  the  verfes^ 
preceding   the     text     is,    Dearly    beloved.^ 
avenge  not  your/elves ^  but  rather  give  place 
unto  wrath  ;  for  it  is  ivritten^  vengeance  is 
mine,  I  ivill  repay,  faith  the  Lord.     There^ 
fore,  if  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him  ;  if  be- 
thirfl,  give  him  drink  ;  for  info  doing  thou 
fhalt  heap  coals  of  fre  on  his  head.     Be  not 
overcome  of  evil ;    but   overcome  evil  with 
good.     But  it  is  not  in  times  only  of  per- 
fecution  and  general  diftrefs,  that  this  ex- 
hortation is  needful.     We  muft  in  every 
ftate  of  fociety  reckon  upon  meeting  with 
imreafonable  men,  and  encountering  their 
bad  ufage.     This  is  one  of  the  evils   infe- 
parable  from  our  prefent  ftate.     No  ftatlon 
is  fo  high,  no  wcrth  fo  diftinguifhed,  no 
-   ■"'"^'^■^'^^^'^'^^'-^'^^^^^Miiriocencp 
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innocence  fo  inofFenfive,  as  to  fecure  us   S  E  R  M. 

XI 

entirely  againft  it.     Sometimes  the  violence 

of  enemies,  fometimes  the  ingratitude  of 
friends  will  ruffle  our  fpirits.  Where  we 
think  that  we  have  merited  praife,  we  will 
be  in  hazard  of  meeting  reproach.  Envy 
will  rife  unprovoked ;  and  calumny,  from, 
its  fecret  place,  will  dart  its  envenomed 
fliafts  againft  the  moft  deferving.  Such  is 
the  confequence  of  the  prefent  depravity  of 
our  nature,  and  of  the  difordered  ftate  in 
which  human  affairs  lie.— ——The  fondnefs 
of  felf-love  is  always  apt  to  amufe  us  with 
too  flattering  profpeds  of  what  life  is  to 
prodfuce  for  us,  beyond  what  it  produces 
for  others.  Hence  our  impatience  and 
irritation  upon  every  injury  we  fuffer  j  as 
if  fome  new  and  upheard-of  thing  had 
befallen  us  ;  and  as  if  we  alone  were  prir 
vileged  to  pafs ,  through  the  world,  un- 
touched by,  any  wrong.  Whereas,  if  we 
were  difciplined  to  think  of  the  world,  and 
of  the  tempers  of  thofe  around  us,  as  a  wife 
manouglu  to  think,  the  edge  of  this  im^ 
patience  would  be  taken  off.  ,  When  we 
engage -.in  any  undertaking,  we  ought  to 
ii^y  to  ourfelves,  that  in  the  courfe  of  it  we 
^,4  will 
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SERWi  will  have  t9  do,  more  or  lefe,  -vviih  felfiib^ 
crafty,  uaprlncipled  men.  Thele  men 
"vjiili  naturally  a£t  as  their  evil  nature 
prompts  them.  They  are  the  thorns  and 
brambles  that  we  muft  expedl  to  encimibei^ 
and  to  gall  us  in  many  of  the  paths  of  life. 
We  muft  not  hope  to  reap  grapes  of  thorm^ 
nor  Jigs  ofthiJUes.  Wild  dogs  will  naturally?' 
bark  \  and  beafts  of  prey  naturally  feek  tQ- 
devour.  t;,vLlfa;*v^   ^u..>.;i.:  -i^vt. 

Now,  when  thus  fituated;  how  are  we  to 
a€t  for  overcoming  the  evils  we  have  aW 
ready  endured,  or  are   in  hazard  of  ftill 
farther  enduring  from  others  ?  To  provide 
for  fafety  and.  defence,  is  unqueftionably  al- 
lowable and  wife.     But  are  we  alfo  to  lay 
plans  for  future  revenge  ? — Were  this  the 
couv'e   to    be    foilow;ed,    what  would   the 
ccniequence  be,  but  to  render  the  life  of 
man  a  Itate  of  conftant   hoftility,    where 
provocations  and  refentments,  injuries  and 
retaliations,    would    fucceed    one  another 
without   end  ;  till  the  world  (became  like 
a  den  of  wild  beafts,    perpetually   attack" 
ing   and    devouring    one    another?     Noj  ; 
fays  the  Apoftio,  ^i'^r^&Wf^  eWil  with  good. 
PW^irm  and  ©Ve^^bmie  your   enemies,   by 
^^'  3  forglvcnefs 
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forfflvenefs  iiiid   generofity.      This  is-  tije'  SERM. 

Y  T 

principle  of  ^co^,  which- 'you  are  to  oppofe 
to  their  evil.  Teach  them*  tiit^rebj,  if  not 
to  love,  at  leaft  to  honour'  and  refpeiSfc 
you.  While  you  take  proper  precau- 
tions for' pre  fen  t  fafety,  provide::  for  th^ 
future,^  not'  by  ftudied  plans,  of  revenge, 
btit  by  fortitude  of  mind,  by  prudent  be- 
haviour and  fuperior  virtue.  Herein  you 
fhew  no  unmanly  tamenefs  or  coward- 
ice. Religion  means  not  to  fupprefs  the 
proper  feelings  of  honoun,  nor  the  fenfe- 
which  every  man  ought  to  have  of  dig- 
nity of  charader,- and  the  rights  which 
belong  to  him.  Thefe  may  be  fupported 
to  the  full,  without  a  mean  thirfl  for  re- 
venge, and  a  fierce  defireof  returning  evil 
for  evil.  ■>'*    '^-r^  ■■•    /  •^A,'n  v.t  •; . 

;  By  the  magnanimity  of  forgivenefs,  you 
gain  an  important  viO:ory  in  overcoming, 
not  perhaps  your  enemy,  but  your  own 
wrathful  and  violent  pafiions.  Whereas 
he^  who  in  fuch  conjundlures  knows  no 
other  method  of  proceeding  but  that  of 
gratifying  refentment,  is,  in  truth,  the  per* 
fon  whpis  overcome.  For  he  has  put  it 
in  the,  powerv  of  his  enemy  to  overthrow 
♦  his 
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SERM.   h^*  repofe,  and  to  ga!l  and  embitter  hiii? 
^^"       mind.     By  forgiving  and  delpifing  injuries^! 
yoa  aflume  a  fuperiority  over  your  adver* 
fary,  which   he  will   be   obliged   to    feel;: 
Whereas,  if  you  allow  his  provocations  ton 
blow  you  up  into  fierce  revenge,  you  haveo 
given  him  the  advantage.      YoU'  confefig 
yourfelf  hurt  and  fore.     His  evil  has  over«i 
come  your  good.     He   has    fixed   a  dart 
within  you,  which  in  vain  you  endeavouE 
to    pull   out;    and    by   the   attempts    yott 
make,   you    only   exafperate   and    inflame 
the  fore.     Seldom  is  there  any  punifliraenfe-v 
which  revenge  can  infli«51:,  more  feverc  than 
is  fuffered  by  him  who  inflicls  it.      The 
bitternefs  of  fpirit,  the   boilings   of  fierce 
paffions  joined  with   all    the    black  ideas 
which  the  cruel  plans  of  revenge  excite,r. 
produce  more  acute  fenfations  of  torment, 
than  any  that  -are   occafioned   by  bodily 

pain. When    bad  men  hanrc   behaved 

injurioufly  towards  us,  let  us  leave  them 
to  themfelves,  and  they  will  be  fufFiciently 
puniiiied  by  their  own  vices.  Their  wick- 
ednefs  is  no  reafon  why  we  Should  render 
purfelvcs  unhappy,  or  afford  them  the 
gratification  of  having  it  in  their  power 
i^'.: i  ^o 
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to  deprive  us  of  peace. — I  (hall  only  add   S  E  R  M. 
farther    on   this  head,  that   a   paflion  for 
revenge  has   been  always  held  to   be  th^ 
eharaderiftic  of  a  little  and  mean  mind*  • 
Never  was  any  man  diftinguifhed  as  a  hero,  ' 
or  recorded  in  the  annals  of  hiftory  as  a ' 
great  man,  to  whom  this  quality  of  gene-!- 
rous  forgivenefs  of  evil  did    not  confpi"^ 
cuoufly  belong.     We  know  how  eminently 
it  fhone  in  the  charader  of  Him  whom 
we  juftly  venerate   as   the   model   of   all 
perfedion ;    whofe   dying  breath  was  em- 
ployed in  apologifing  and  praying  for  thofe 
who  were  fhedding  his  blood. 

II.  Be  not  overcome  by  the  misfortunes 
of  life,  fo  as  to  fmk  into  defpair.  This  is 
another  view  of  that  evil  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  overcome  by  good  \  and  is  the 
fenfe  in  which  evil  is  mod  generally  un- 
derftood,  and  is  moft  dreaded  by  men. 
Although  by  inoffenfive  and  blaraelefs  be- 
haviour we  fhould  efcape  in  a  great  degree, 
from  the  injuries  of  bad  men;  yet,  to  efcape^ 
altogether  from  the  ftroke  of  misfortune 
and  diftrefs,  is  what  none  of  us  can  expedtv 
In  one  w^ay  or  other,  in  our  perfon,  or 

fortune. 
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s-^'.kM.  fortune,  or  famiilcs  and  friends,  it  is  the 
i^]:^.^  doom  of  all,  more  or  lefs,  to  fuffer.  From 
what  caufes  this  appointment  of  Providence 
avifes,  and  to  what  purpofes  it  is  rendered 
ftibfervient,  it  belongs  not  to  our  fubjedb 
lit  prefent  to   inquire  ;  the  fadl  is  too  cef-^ 

tain    and     obvious. The    principle"  6^ 

good  which  we  inuft  oppofe  to  thofe  evils 
of  our  lot,  and  by.  means  of  which  we  may 
liope  to  overcome  rhertr;  is" inward  forti- 
t\ide,  grounded  on  religion  and  truft  in 
God;  forming  thatftate  of  mind,  which, 
refting  on  itfelf,  ^nd  the  witnefs  of  a  good 
confcicnce,  rifes  fuperior  to  the  trials  d 
the  world. 

■)^\Vhen  the  {ky  begins  to  lour  around 
triee ;  when  thy  gdy  profpecSts  begin  to 
difappear,  thy  friends  to  fail,  or  thy  for- 
tune to  decline;  or  when,  as  years  ad- 
vance, the  chief  comforts  on  which  thy 
h'eait  was  fer,  and  en  which  thou  had  ft 
conceived  thy  happincfs  to  depend,  are 
unexpededly  cut  cfi*;  fiy  not"  then  "*vithin 
diyfelf,"' The  eHdl  time  has  now  over- 
I'-takea*  me;  tire  gates  of  hope  are  all 
**/fliut ;  tiie  days  arc  come  wherein  I  iliall 
^^harv^e^na  pleai'tire  j  vcnjoymetit'  is-  fkd  ; 
amo'j^'j  'v  *'  nothing 
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"  n-othinp;  re'.nains   for    utofi  tipw,  but  Ho  SERM. 

•  xr 

'•  clofe  my  days  in  melancholy,  to 'd»elpaif^ 

"  and  to  die." -T/bas  is  to  be  cvercome  of 

iftvY  indeed,     "He  who  thus  allows  himfelf 

to  link  under  the  misfortunes  of  life,  dii^ 

hotiours  the  charader  of  a  man,  Hill  mofg 

tbat.of  aiChriftian,     He  fliews  that  what-r 

ever  plaufible  appearances  he  may  at  former 

times    have    mad«    before., the   world,    at 

bottom  he  not  only   wanted  flrength  and 

lirmnefs  of  mind,  but  was  deft pient  alfo  in 

religious    faith    and   principle,  f    For  it    is 

inipoflible   that   he  who  aUow&  himfelf  to 

be  fo  entirely  overcome  by^he  evils  of  the 

world,    can   entertain  juft  notions  of  God, 

and  of  his  government  01  the  world.     He 

hath  caft  afide  all    reliance  on  Providence, 

and  fet  at  nought  the  promifes  of  the  gof- 

pel.     He  may  fupprefs  all  outward  expref- 

fions  of  impious  difcontent  ;  he  may  even 

affeO:  the  -language  of  refignation  ;  but  his 

heart  in  fecret    will    raurniiir   and   repintJ 

againft  the  Lord.  .   >    :i       ;  i^ 

Thefe,  therefore,  are  the  occaGons  w^heii 

it  particularly  behove^  us  to  call  to  mind^ 

all  thofe  principles  which  Should  aflift  ois 

fo  to  poffefs  our  minds  in  patience,  as  to 

overcon^e 
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SERM.   overcome  evil  with  good^ -Recall,  mV 

^  rr*  >  brethren,  all  th€j  forrrier  experience  yoil 
have  had  of  the  goodhefs  of  the  Almighty^ 
and  the  ground  which  this  affords  for  truft 
and  hope  in  him  now.  Recall  to  remem- 
brance all  the  promifes  he  has  made  td 
good  men  ;  as  the  words  of  Him  who 
changes  not^  who  is  not  a  matt  that  hejhoiild 
licy  nor  the  fin  of  man  that  hejhonld  refenii 
Recollect  the  general  tenour  of  that  Pro-^ 
vidence,  whofe  courfe  it  has  ever  been,  finc^ 
the  creation  of  the  world,  fo  to  chequei? 
the  life  of  men  with  unforefeen  viciffitudes,^ 
as  often  to  make  unexpected  goods  fuc-^ 
ceed  evils  ;  nay,  to  make  them  fpring  from 
evils.  Recollect,  that  whatever  fortune 
may  rob  yon  of,  it  cannot  take  away  what 
is  moft  valuable,  the  peace  of  a  good  con- 
fcience,  the  pleafmg  fenfe  of  having  adled 
honourably  and  done  your  duty,  and  the 
cheering  profpe£t  of  a  happy  conclufion  to 
all  the  trials  of  life  in  a  better  world.  Con-^ 
fider,  that  as  16ft g  as  virtiste:  fi^tiirtsf thtifi^ 
are  always,  eve^n  in  the  moft  ti'iifevourabl^ 
iituations,  fome  comforts  ftill  left  bpen^ 
did  we  not  overlook  them.  For  itis  feldorti^ 
6r  iiever  that  all  good    things  forfake  # 


On  overcoming  Evil  with  Good,  Ij^ 

man  at  once,  and  all  evils  overtake  hicl   s  E  R  M, 
together.     If  he  is  bereaved  of  fome  fri^ads   ^  ^;_ 
vyrhom  he  tenderly  loved^  there  are  others 
yet  remaining  to  whom  he  may  look  for 
comfort.     If,  by  infirmity,  or  old  age,  he 
be  excluded  from  the  enjoyments  of  active 
life,  the  gratifications  which  leifure   and 
repofe  afford,  are  ftill  left  to  him.     If  his 
fortune  be  (battered,  and  poverty  threaten 
to  befet  him,  yet,  even  in  very  ftraitened 
circumftances,  many  of  the  fimple  and  bed 
pleafures  of  nature,  and  many  of  the  fatif* 
factions  of  focial  life,  can  ftill  be  enjoyed. 
Nay,  the  mind  of  a  good  man  can  ftill  be 
a  kingdom  to  itfelf;  and  though  confined 
in  a  prifon,  or  ftretclied  on  a  fick-  bed,  peace- 
ful and  pleafing  thoughts  will  occafionally 
arife  to  him,  and  fair  profped:s  of  futujrity 
will  prefent  themfelves  to  his  view.        i*;?';^ 
Affifted  by  fuch  confiderations  as  thefe, 
let  us  enliven  faith,  ftrengthen  patience,  and 
animate  hope,  till  we  be  enabled  to  over" 
come  evil  with   good :  always  looking  for- 
ward to  better  days  ;  nouriftiing  truft  in  the. 
gracious  government  of  the  univerfe^  ,a^> 
Uftcning  to  Him  W-ho-h;^th,  faid.of  old,  ,ai^4. 
who  ftill Jaya.tp  alLJw^,  fefvant^^  f>i7r /?o^,, 
I  for 
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ft  E  R  M.  fir  I  am  ivith  thee ;  be  not  afraid  fir  I  am 
^zrl_   thy  God.     Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble^ 
and  I  will  anfwer  thee ;  wait  on  the  Lord, 
be  of  good  courage  ;  and  he  fhall  flrengthcn 
your  heart Sy  all  ye  that  wait  ufon  the  Lord,'>'^ 
■■-       ■         •>/-■•  i  ■    ■  >  ^i 

'Sini.Blsiio^ 'Overcome  by  the   evil  tk^ 
amples  of  the  world,  fo  as  to  follow  them 
into  fin.     This  undoubtedly  is  one  of  tlve 
moft  dangerous  evils  which  good  men  are 
called  to  overcome  ;   aiid  where  it  is   mod 
difficult  to  gain  the  victory.     He  who,  in 
the  former  inftances  that  have  been   men- 
tioned, czxi  overcome  evil  with  good ;  who 
can  generoufly  forgive  injuries,  and  mag-; 
nanimoufly    bear   up    under    misfortunes, 
will  be  often  in  hazard  of  being  overcome 
by  evil,  under  this   form.     After    having 
maintained    his    ground    againft    many    a 
rough  blaft,  he  may  be  in  danger  of  being 
betrayed  by  ia,  flattering  gale, -in  the    days 
of  his  eafe  and  profperity  ;  of  being  infenfi- 
bly  carried  dow'ii  the  flream  by  that   muU*- 
titude  of  evil-doers  who  furroiind  and  de-^^- 
ceive  him.     For  the  character  of /^f  w&r//!/*- 
too  certainly  is,  that  it   lieth  in  wickednefsv 
Fafliions  of   vice    may   change   with   the 
"^V  ■  '^^       ^  '     times. 
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times.  In  one  age,  one  fet  of  corrupt  ha-  SERM. 
bits  may  prevail ;  and  in  another,  the  paf- 
fions  of  men  may  take  a  different  turn. 
But,  in  every  age,  the  muUitude  of  mea 
will  be  prone  to  indulge  vicious  defires. 
On  the  furface  of  behaviour,  vice  may  be 
difguifed  under  a  plaufible  and  polifhed  ap- 
pearance, while  at  bottom  there  lies  the 
poifoned  root  of  evil.  Pleafure  will  ever 
captivate  the  young  and  unthinking. 
Riches  and  advancement  enfnare  the  more 
fober  and  flayed.  Attached  to  their  dif- 
ferent purfuits,  and  connecting  with  them 
the  ideas  of  wifdom  and  importance,  the 
multitude  will  ridicule  thofe  who  go  not 
along  with  them,  as  formal  and  precife, 
as  raw,  uneducated,  and  ignorant  of  the 
world.  AfTailed  by  fuch  reproaches,  the 
timid  become  afraid;  the  modeft  are 
abaflied  ;  the  complaifant  and  good-natured 
fubmit  to  their  fuppofed  friends.  They 
begin  to  imagine  that  the  general  opinion 
of  the  world  cannot  but  have  fome  reafon 
on  its  fide  ;  and,  half  feduced  by  perfuafion, 
half  compelled  by  ridicule,  they  furrendei:„ 
their  former  convictions,  and  confent  ^,| 
live  as  they  fee  others  around  them  living,;; 
iyoL.  V.  R  Such 
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SERM.        Such  are  the  evils  which  we  muft  ftudy 
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to  overcome  by  good,  if  we  wifh  to  be 
efteemed  either  honourable  men,  or  faithful 
chriftians.  And  how  are  we  to  overcome 
them  ?  T'his  is  the  viBory^  fays  the  Apoftle 
John,  that  overcometh  the  worlds  even  our 
faith*.  It  is  the  fteadinefs  of  firm  and 
rooted  principle,  of  belief  in  God  and 
Chrift,  of  belief  in  the  everlafting  import- 
ance of  religion  and  virtue,  which  you  are 
to  oppofe  to  the  hoft  of  evil-doers, 
Confider,  I  befeech  you,  that  no  fafhions 
nor  opinions  of  men  can  affed:  that  unalter- 
able law  of  God,  which  refts  on  the  eternal 
bafis  of  reftitude  and  truth.  Men,  if  they 
pleafe,  may  call  evil,  good,  and  good,  evil ; 
but  as  they  cannot  change  the  nature  of 
things,  their  voice  gives  no  fan£lion  to  any 
plan  of  condud  as  right  and  wifef .  So  far 
are  you  from  having  any  chance  of  hold- 
ing either  a  wife  or  a  fafe  courfe  by  going 
along  with  the  multitude,  that  he  who 
implicitly  follows  them  may  be  juftly 
prefumed  to  be  in  the  path  of  error  and 
of  danger.     For  in  every  age  the  multitude 

•   I  John,  V    4.  'Aji  ^■"'  ;  ^ 

+  See  tlus  fubjeft  fully  difcufftJ  fn   Sermdn  SIX,  of 
V«l.  IV.  '.V~ 

have 
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have  inquired  fuperficially,  have  judged  SERNir 
rafhly,  and  aded  inconfiderately.  Con-  ^^' 
currence  with  general  pradice  neither  af- 
fords juftification  of  condudl,  nor  promifes 
impunity  in  what  is  evil.  The  Righteous 
Lord  of  all  will  never  fuffer  his  laws  to  be 
fubjeded  to  the  capricious  fancies  of  his 
creatures.  TranfgrefTors  will  neither  be 
fcreened  by  their  numbers,  nor  efcape  by 
being  hidden  in  a  crowd.  . .' 

In  times,  therefore,  when  corruption  Is 
prevalent,  when  vice  under  any  of  its  modes 
is  fafliionable,  we  are  particularly  called 
upon  to  fhew  that  we  have  within  us  a 
good,  which  we  can  oppofe  to  this  evil ;  to 
ihew  that  we  have  fixed  principles  of  our 
own,  which  we  will  furrender  to  no  man, 
but  upon  which  we  will  adl,  and  will 
ftand  by  them  to  the  laft.  It  ought  to  be 
no  part  of  our  character  that  we  feek  to 
diftinguifh  ourfelves  by  afFed:ed  aufterity, 
and  a  marked  fingularity  in  frivolous 
and  infignificant  matters.  Our  diftinc- 
tion  muft  reft  upon  a  fteady  adhe- 
rence to  rational  religion  and  the  uncon- 
trovertible rules  of  virtue,  when  the  mu^U 
titude  around  us,  whether  the  high  or  the 
R  2  low, 
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SERM.  low,  are  deviating  into  licentious  and  cri- 
^^  y^[l__^  minal  conduct.  Depend  upon  it  you  may,, 
that  even  that  multitude,  though  they  may 
attempt  to  turn  you  into  ridicule,  honour 
you  at  the  bottom  of  their  hearts.  '  They 
v\all  be  compelled  tO'  acknovsdedge;  or  at 
lead  to  feel,  v^hether  they  acknowledge  it 
or  not,  that  your  unfhaken  firmnefs  in  what 
you  efteem  to  be  honourable  and  worthy, 
muft  proceed  from  fome  principle  within, 
of  a::  higher  nature  than  that  from  which 
they  adt.  At  any  rate,  by  thus  maintain- 
ing in  every  fituation,  the  caufe  of  religion 
and  truth,  and  thereby  overcoming  evil 
with  your  good,  you  fhall  obtain  honour 
from  the  great  Judge  of  the  earth,  and 
your  reward  fhall  be  great  in  Heaven,   t-v^o 

Thus,  in  feveralimportant  inftances,  T 
have  Ihown  how  the  exhortation  in  the 
text  is  to  be  complied  with,  and  in  what 
manner  our  good  (hould  overcome  evil ; 
overcoming  injuries  by  generous  forgive- 
"nefs  J  overcoming  misfortunes  by  patience 
and  refignation ;  overcoming  the  tempta- 
tions of  evil  examples  by  fteady  adherence 
to  confclence  and  duty,  ,  In  many  of  thefe 
■'■  .7.'J.  ;.  51  cafes. 
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cafes,  the  conflid  we  are  called  to  maintain  SX  KM. 
may  be  arduous  and  difficult ;  inclined^' ci^ 
we  too  often  are,  by  the  bent  of  our  nature, 
to  the  evil  fid^.  But  if  we  wifh  and  de- 
lire  to  do  well,  let  us  not  be  difcouraged, 
nor  defpair  of  victory.  Weak  in  our^ 
felves,  we  have  ground  to  be  Jirong  in 
tbt  liord^  and  in  the  power  of  bis  mights 
For  the  principle  of  good,  feeble  though 
it  may  be  at  prefent  in  human  nature, 
is  never  left  unbefriended  by  God.  It  is  a 
principle  derived  from  Heaven,  and  par- 
takes of  heavenly  efficacy.  If  it  once  take 
root  in  the  foul,  it  will  be  made  to  arife 
and  grow  from  fmall  beginnings  into  gra- 
dual maturity,  under  his  protection  and 
influence  from  whom  its  origin  came.  To 
them  who  have  no  might,  it  is  written, 
he  increafetb  Jlrength  '*.  The  contefl  be- 
tween fin  andrighteoufnefs,  which  at  prefent 
takes  place  in  the  world,  is  a  ftruggle  be- 
tween God  and  Belial,  between  the  powers 
of  light  and  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  ;  and 
in  this  flate  of  things  we  muft  eafily  dif- 
cern  to  which  fide  the  final  victory  will 
belong,    .I^^t,ys.  endeay<)ur  to  do  our  duty, 
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S  E  R  M  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  with  US.  Let  us  fincercly 
,  XT.  ftudy  to  overcome  evil  with  good,  and  we 
fhall  overcome  it.  Our  feeble  powers  fliall 
be  aided  by  divine  might,  and  our  im- 
perfeip:  fervices  crowned  with  divine  tCt 
war-ds,  Tbey  that  wait  upon  the  Lord JJj all 
renew  their  Jlrength  ;  they  fiall  mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles ;  they  Jh all  run  and 
not  be  weary ;  they  Jhall  walk^  and  not 
faint  * 

*  Ifaiah,  xl.  j  [« 
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Proverbs,  xiv,   13. 

Even   in    laughter  the    heart  is  forrowful; 
and  the  end  of  that  mirth  is  heavine/s. 

pAINS  and  forrows  occur  fo  frequently  SERM. 

in  human  life,  that  it  is  not  furprifing 
that  the  multitude  of  men  fliould  eagerly 
court  fcenes  of  pleafure  and  joy.  It  is 
natural  to  feek  relief  from  our  cares  by 
whatever  promifes  to  fubftitute  hours  of 
gladnefs  in  the  place  of  anxiety  and  trouble. 
But  we  have  much  reafon  to  beware,  left 
a  rafh  or  unwary  purfuit  of  pleafure  de- 
feat its  end,  left  the  attempt  to  carry  plea- 
fure too  far  tend,  in  the  iflue,  to  fink  us 
into  mifery.  There  is  a  way^  fays  the  wife 
man  in  the  verfe  preceding  the  text,  which 
R  ^         :  feemeth 
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S  E  R  M.  feemttb  right  unto  a  man ;  but  the  end  thereof 
V  ^  '_■  are  the  'ways  of  death.  There  is  a  certain 
courfe  of  life  which  a  man  may  have  chofen 
to  adopt,  as  leading  to  gladnefs  and  en- 
joyment ;  but  which  he  fhall  find  at  laft 
to  be  deftru(Stive  of  his  happinefs  ;  for  all 
is  not  real  gladnefs,  which  has  the  appear- 
ance of  being  fuch.  Inhere  is  a  laughter^  in 
the  midjl  of  which  the  heart  is  forrowful ; 
and  a  mirth,  the  end  whereof  is  heavinefs. 

From   ferious  admonitions  of  this  kind 
given  in  Scripture,  it  would  be  very  unjuft 
to.  infer,  that  reHgion    is   an  enemy  to  all 
mirth  and  gaiety.     It  circumfcribes  our  en- 
joyments, indeed,    within  the   bounds  of 
temperance;  but,  as  far  as  this  facred  limit 
permits,  it  gives  free  fcope  to  all  the  grati- 
fications  of  life.     It  even  heightens  their 
relifh   to  a  virtuous  man.     It  enlivens  his 
cheerfulnefs,  and  allows  him  to  enjoy  with 
fatisfadion  all  that  profperity  affords  him. 
The  text  is  applicable  •  only  to  that  fet  of  * 
men  to  whom  temperance  is  no.reftraint; 
who  propofe  to   themfelves   the  unlimited 
enjoyment   of  araufen^nt  ^nd  ;  pWafure  in 
^U'tiitir  forms,  ^S'tKC  Jftl<P  pbj^(^,.andi  bu- 
iinefs  of  life.       ■.hit^ii$if\i\\p^f-m{VAHiW: 
VUv^-  10  .'.  Such 
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''v  Such  perfonSj.too  frequently  to  be  met   SERM. 
with   in   the  age    wherein  we  live,    have    ^..^ 
utterly  miitaken  the  nature  and  condition 
of  man.     From  the  participation  of  plea- 
fure, as  I  juft  now  obferved,  he  is  far  from 
being  excluded.     But  let   him   remember 
that  ai  mediocrity  only   of  enjoyment  is 
allowed   him,    for   his    portion    on   earth. 
He  is  placed  in  a  world,  where,  whatever 
his  rank  or   ftation   be,  a  certain   part   is 
allotted    him    to    ad  ;    there    are    duties 
which  are  required   of  him ;  there  are  fe- 
rious  cares  which  muft  employ  his  mind, 
how  to  perform  properly  the  various  offices 
of  life,  and  to  fill  up  the  place  which  be- 
longs to  him  in  fociety. — He  who,  laying 
afide  all  thoughts  and  cares  of  this  kind, 
finding  himfelf  in  the  pofleflion  of  eafy  or 
affluent  fortune,  and  in  the  bloom  of  life, 
fays  within  himfelf,  "  What  have  I  to  do, 
"  but  to  feek  out  every  pleafure  and  amufe- 
"  ment  which  the  world   can  afford  me? 
"  Let  others  toil  in  the  common  walks  of 
"  life,  who  have  to  make  their  fortunes  by 
"  fober  and  dull  application.     But  to  m^t 
**  labour  is  fuperfluous,  the  world  is  opeii. 
"  Wherever  amufement  invites,  or  pleafure 

"  calls, 
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SE'RM.    "  calls,  there  I  go.     By  pafling  my  days 
v,....^,^    "  and   nights  in   whatever    can   entertain 
^'  my  fancy  or  gratify  my  fenfes,  life  fhaif, 
*'  to  me,  be  rendered  delightful." — He,  I 
fay,  who  thinks  thus,  vainly  endeavours  to 
counterad  the  intention  of  nature,  and  the 
decree    of  Providence.      He    attempts    to 
render  his  ftate  on  earth,  what  it  was  never 
defigned  to  be.     He  might  as  well  expe£t 
that   the  phyfical  laws  of  nature  fhould  be 
altered  on  his  account ;  and  that,  inftead  of 
being  confined  to  walk  like  ordinary  men 
on  the  ground,  he  Ihould  obtain  the  privi- 
lege of  treading  on  the  air,  as  exped;  to 
enjoy  a  ftate  of  perpetual  pleafure,  by  de- 
voting himfelf  to  pleafure  wholly,  and  fet- 
ting  afide  all  the  ferious  cares  and  duties 
of  life.     Troubles,  he  may  be  well  affured, 
are    prepared    for    him,    and    await    him. 
"Where   he  expected   fatisfadion,  he   Ihall 
meet  with  difappointment ;    and   in  him 
fhall  be   verified  the  faying  in  the  text, 
that  even  in  laughter  the  heart  is  forrowftd  -, 

and  the  end  of  that  mirth  is  heavinefs. 

But  left,  to  perfons  of  this  defcription,  fuch 
general  reafoning,  from  the  eftabliihed  con- 
ftitution  of  Providence,  may  not  be  fatis- 

factory, 
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factory,  I  proceed  to  fhew  ihem  how  clearly  s  E  R  M. 
it  is  confirmed  by  fads.  For  this  purpofe  ,^^Ji^ 
let  us  obferve, 

In  the  firft  place,  the  obvious  confe- 
quences  of  a  life.ofpleafurd  and  diffipation, 
to  health,  fortune,  and  charader.  To  eadi. 
of  thefe,  it  is  an  enemy,  precifely  according 

to  the  degree  to  which  it  is  carried. 

Charader  is  foon  affeded  by  it.     As  the 
man  of  diffipation  often  makes  his  appear- 
ance in  public,  his  courfe  is  marked,  and 
his  charader  is  quickly  decided  by  general 
opinion,  according  to  the  line  which  he  is 
obferved  to  purfue.    By  frivolity  and  levity, 
he  dwindles  into  infignificance.  By  vicious 
e^tceffes,  or  criminal  pleafures,  he  incurs  dif- 
approbation  or  contempt.  The  fair  profpeds 
which  his  friends  had  once  entertained  of 
him  die  away,  in  proportion  as  his  idlenefs 
or  extravagance  grows  ;  and  the  only  hope 
which  remains  is,  that  fome  fortunate  in- 
cident may  occur  to  check  his  career,  and 
reclaim   him   to    a  better   mind.       In   the 
mean  time,  the  refpedable  and  the  grave 
fmile  at  his  follies,  and  avoid  his  company. 
la  th?  midft  of  fome  fafhionable  aflemblies 

he 
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SERM.  he  may  fhine ;  by  fome  of  his  fellow^  he 
may  be  admired  ;  but  in  the  world  he  is 
of  no  fignificance  or  confequence,  any 
mqre-  ^thafl-the   Hctle    aaimals   that   fport 

around  him.- Health,  the  moft  valuable 

of  all  temporal  bleffings,  is  known  to, be 
preferved   by   temperance    and    a    regular 
Hfe.     But  by  the  men  of  diffipation,  it  is 
readily  facrificed  at  the  flirine  of  pleafure. 
To  years  of  health  and  foundnefs,  they  are 
often  fo  foolifh  as  to  prefer  a  few  hours 
of  fenfual  gratification.     Suppofmg  that  nd 
extravagant  excefles,  or  vicious  pleafures, 
cut   {hort  their  health  and  life,  yet  what 
conftitution  can  ftand   the  irregular  hqurs^ 
the  diforderly   living,  the   carelefs  indul- 
gence,   into    which    the    love   of  pleafure 
draws  thofe  who  devote  themfelves  to  it  \ 
Hence  the   fhattered  and  debilitated  body, 
and  the   premature   old  age.     The  native 
vigour  and  fprightlinefs  of  youth,  is  melted 
down  by  effeminacy  and  fenfuality.     The 
fpirits  are  weakened  and  enervated,  if  not 

funk  and  loft   for  ever, The   Itate    of 

their  fortune  may,  for  a  while,  enable 
them  to  indulge  their  pleafu|*e,s,.  ;^n^  t(^^ 
maintain  the  figur?!,  they  .wi/K^c^/kee^.u^ 
^■i.    \  ^    "    \  -    ■  '"■■•"in 
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in  the  world  :  but  let  fortune  be   ever  fo   SERM. 

XIL 
affluent,  in  the  poiTeffion   of  fuch  perfons, 

it  is  in  the  high  road  to  decay.  For  to 
them,  attention  to  bufinefs,  or  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  affairs,  becomes  a  burden, 
which  they  ftudioufly  fhun.  Prudent  (eco- 
nomy is  difdained,  as  a  mean  attention^ 
belonging  only  to  vulgar  and  narrow 
minds.  Their  habits  of  licentioufnefs  re- 
quire unlimited  indulgence.  The  demands 
of  paflion  muft  be  immediately  fupplied, 
whatever  the  confequences  be.  Hence,  de- 
livering themfelves  up  tothofe  who  can  fur- 
nilh  fupply  for  their  expence,or  who  pretend 
to  take  charge  of  their  affairs,  they  become 
the  prey  of  the  crafty,  who  fatten  on  their 
fpoils:  till  at  laft,  in  the  midft  of  thoughtlefs 
extravagance,  and  of  general  wafte  and 
confufion,  they  fee  nothing  remaining  to 
them,  but  the  ruins  of  a  broken  fortune. 

Such  are  fome  of  the  miferies  attending 
habits  of  diffipation,and  the  intemperate  love 
of  pleafure.  We  fee  them  daily  exemplified 
in  the  world,  throughout  all  the  ilages 
of  this  charader,  from  the  frivolous  and 
the  giddy,  up  to  the  rake  and  the  profligate; 
in  fome  flages,  only  impairing  health  and 
;  fortune : 
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SERM.  fortune  ;' in" 6th ei-S,'et(tMy  overthrb\?^ln^ 
them;  in  their  beginnings,  caftingafhade  on 
the  charadlers  of  men  ;  in  their  completion, 

expofing  them  to  difgrace  and  mifery. ^ 

Even  abftrading  from  thofe  ultimate  coa^ 
fequences  in  which  irregular  pleafures  ter-* 
minate,  the  gratification  which,  in  the  mean 
time,  they  beftow,  is  dearly  paid  for.     A 
temporary  fatisfadtion,  it  is  admitted,  they 
afford.     They  raife  the  fpirits  to  a  degree 
of  elevation  above  their  ufual  tone,  but  in 
that  forced  elevation  they  can  never  long 
remain  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  elevation 
to  which  they  were  raifed,  is  the  degree  of 
depreflion  to  which  they  fubfide.     Expe- 
rience has  fhown,  that  no  fenfual  pleafure, 
except  what  is  regulated  by  temperance,  can 
be  lading.     Every  pleafure  that  is  carried 
beyond  it,  is  no  more  than  a  momentary 
explofion ;  a  tranfient  gufh  ;  a  torrent  that 
•comes  down   impetuoufly,    fparkling  and 
foaming  in  its  courfe,  but  that  foon  runs 
-out,    and  leaves  a   muddy   and   polluted 
channel.     Who  knoWS  ii6t  the  languor  and 
dejedion  that  follow  every  exceflive  indul- 
gence of  pleafure,  or  a  long  continuation 
of  amufement  of  any  kiird  ?     From  whom 
•  *>.'  do 
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do  we  hear  fuch  frequent  complaints  oi  SERM. 

XII. 
low  fpirits,  as  from  thofe  who  fpend  moft 

of  their  time  in  the  circles  of  diffipation  and 
gaiety,  or  in  the  revelry  of  the  world  ? 
To  what  wretched  and  pernicious  refources 
are  they  obliged  to  fly,  in  order  to  recruit 
their  fpirits,  and  reftore  fome  life  to  their 
deadened  fenfations  !  What  melancholy  fpec- 
tacles  do  they  at  length  exhibit  of  a  worn- 
out  frame,  and  an  exhaufted  mind  !  So  well 
founded  is  the  aflertion  in  the  text,  that 
there  is  a  mirth  ^  the  end  of  which  is  htavincfs* 

Let  us  confider,  in  the  feconid  place, 
the  ruin  which  a  life  of  pleafure  and  diffi- 
pation brings  upon  the  moral  flate  and 
chara(f;ter  of  men,  as  well  as  on  their 
external  condition.  This  deferves  the 
more  attention,  as  the  purfuit  of  pleafure 
fometimes  fets  out  at  the  beginning  with 
a  fair  and  innocent  appearance.  It  pro- 
mifes  to  beflow  fatisfa<Stions  unknown  to  a 
duller  race  of  mortals  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  allow  virtue  and  honour  to  remain. 
With  a  great  part  of  mankind,  efpecialljf 
with  thofe  who  are  moft  likely  to  run  the 
race  of  pleafure,  fuch  as  are  well-born,  and 

4  have 
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SERM.  ^ave  been  reeularly  educated,  fome  attach- 
y^,J^  ment  to  goocl  P^i^ciples  at  firft  is  found. 
They  ca.unot  as  yet  bear  the  reproach  of  any 
^hing  that  is  difhonourable  or  bafe.  Re- 
gard to  their  word,  generofity  of  fentiment, 
attachment  to  their  friends,  and  compaflion 
fpr  the  unhappy,  prevail   for   a   while  in 

their  hearts. But,  alas  !  as  the  love  of 

pleafure  gains  ground,  with  what  infidious 
fleps  does  it  advance  towards  the  abolition 
of  all  virtuous  principles  !  It  has  been  ever 
found,  that  without  the  afliftance  of  re- 
fiedtion,  and  of  ferious  thought,  virtue 
cannot  long  fubfift  in  the  human  mind. 
But  to  refledtion  and  ferious  thoughts,  the 
men  of  diffipation  are  ftrangers.  Abforbed, 
as  they  are,  in  the  whirlpool  of  fafliionable 
life,  and  hurried  along  by  a  rapid  fuc- 
ceflion  of  amufements,  reiledion  is  loft,  and 
good  imprefTions  gradually  decay.  No- 
thing is  regarded  b,ut^  prefent  enjoyment, 
and  plans  of  improving  on  that  enjoyment 
in  future.  As  their  tafte,  and,  their  ac- 
quired habits,  carry  them  into  the  fociety 
of  licentious  company,  they  muft  follow 
|he  more.4;rained  votaries  of  pleafure  who 
^^turally  take  the  lead.      They  become/ af- 

fimilated 
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fimilated  to  the  manners  of  their  loofe  af-  SERM. 
fociates ;  And,  without  perceiving  it  them^ 
ielves,  their  whole  character  by  degrees 
is  changed.  Former  reftraints  are  now  laid 
afide ;  and,  in  order  to  preferve  the  rank 
of  equality  with  their  companions  in  every 
expence,  prodigality  is  the  neceflary  con- 
fequence.  Prodigality  prefently  opens  a 
way  to  the  worft  vices.  They  become  both 
covetous  and  profufe  ;  profufe  in  fpending, 
but  covetous  to  acquire.  In  order  to  carry 
on  the  fplendour  of  life,  and  to  indulge 
their  inclinations  to  the  full,  they  now  fub- 
mit  to  what,  at  their  firft  outfet  in  life,  they 
would  have  rejected  as  mean  and  bafe. 
Now  is  the  creditor  defrauded  ;  the  tenant 
racked  and  oppreiTed  ;  the  tradefman  fruf- 
tratcd  of  the  reward  of  his  honeft  induftry  ; 
and  friends  and  relations,  on  whom  any 
impreffion  can  be  made,  are  plundered 
without  mercy, — In  this  manner  all  the 
bland  and  fmiling  appearances  which 
mirth  and  gaiety  once  carried,  are  trans- 
formed into  the  blackeft  Ihapes  of  vice  ; 
and  from  a  charader  originally  flamped 
only  with  giddin^fs  and  levity,  (hoots 
Vol.  V.  S  ^*'^^^- forth 
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SFR M.  forth  a  charader  compounded  of  diflionefty, 
•^^^*      injuflice,  oppreflion,  and  cruelty. 

Is  there  any  one  who  will  deny,  that  the 
intemperate  purfuit  of  pleafure  leads  fre-, 
quently  into  all  the  vices  now  mentioned, 
and  that  fome  of  them  it  carries  always  in 
its   train  ?    I  fhall  not   dwell   on   certain 
•crimes,  which  none  but  the  moft  atrocious, 
devotees  of  pleafure  will  pretend  to  juftify, 
though  all  who  partake  of   that  character 
make  too  light  of  them  ;  fuch  as,  the  vio- 
lation of  the  marriage-bed,  the   fedudion 
of  the  innocent,  and   the  introduction  of 
■mifery  into  families  once  happy  and  flou- 
rilhing.       Thefe   are    crimes   that  require 
the  interpofition  of  the  lawgiver  and  the; 
jvidge,  more  than  the  admonition  of  the 
preacher, — Let  us  only  think  for  a  little  of 
that  reproach  of  modern  times,  that  gulf 
'  of  time  and  fortune,  the  pafTion  for  gaming, 
which  is  fo  often  the  refuge  of  the  idle" 
fons  of  pleafure,  *ahd  often   alfo  the  laft 
refource  of  the   rumcd.      To  how  many 
bad  paflions,  to  how  many  bafe  arts,  does 
it  give  riCe  ?  What  violent  agitations  of  the  ^ 
mind,  foi^etimss  iurftine'i^to  rage  anjj  , 

'■  tm6\   j'.voD  Q.1  no  :?aq  ^i  Hnidn'io  wlW''^^^ 
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frenzy,  does  it  occafion  ?  What  a  fliameful  SE  RM. 
traffick  of  gain  does  it  form  among  perfons,  ^^^' 
whom  their  rank  in  life,  and  their  connec- 
tions in  fociety,  ought  to  have  raifed  above 
the  thoughts  of  enriching  themfelves  by 
fuch  difhonourable  means  ?  How  many 
friendfliips  has  it  broken  ?  How  many 
families  has  it  ruined  ?  In  what  deadly 
cataftrophes  has  it  often  terminated  ?  The 
gamefter  fits  down  at  the  fatal  table  with 
eager  fpirits  and  mighty  hopes.  Behold 
him  when  he  rifes, — a  wretch,  haggard  and 
forlorn,  curling  his  fate,  and  from  defpair 
of  retrieving  his  ruined  fortune,  driven 
perhaps  to  entertain  the  horrid  thought  of 

ending  his  own  exiftence  ! Difmifling 

fo  melancholy  a  theme,  let  us, 

In  the  third  place,  attend  to  the  dif^ 
quieting  fenfations  which  are  apt  to  intrude 
upon  the  men  of  pleafure,  even  in  the 
midft  of  their  enjoyments.  Not  only  is. 
the  end  of  their  mirth  heav'mefs^  but  in 
laughter^  as  it  is  expreifed  in  the  text,  the 
heart  is  forrowfuL  Often  is  laughter  af-, 
felted,  when  the  heart  is  galled  within. 
A  ilibw  of  mirth  is  put  on  to  cover  fome 
S  2  fecret 


xlf. 
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syftTO.  fefet'  difquiet.  When  you  enter  into  a 
gay  and  feftive  aflembly,  you  behold  every 
appearance  of  fparkling  felicity.  Alas ! 
couM  you  look  into  the  breafts  of  this 
feemingly  happy  company,  how  inconfider- 
able  would  the  proportion  be  found  of 
tbofe  who  were  truly  happy  ?  how  great 
the  proportion  of  thofe  who,  either  in  their 
minds,  were  entirely  vacant  and  languid; 
or  who  fled  to  fcenes  of  gaiety  in  order  to 
fly  from  themfelves,  from  domeftic  uneafi- 
nefs,  or  corroding  cares,  and  in  the  tumult 
of  company,  and  forced  mirth,  to  drown 

their  forrows  ! At  the  beft,  the  flafhes 

of  joy,  which  burft  from  the  diflipated  and 
carelefs,  are  of  a  tranfient  and  broken  kind, 
interrupted  by  reflexions  which  they  cannot 
altogether  avoid.  For  at  the  bottom  of 
the  hearts  of  mofl:  men,  even  amidft  an 
irregular  life,  there  lies  a  fecret  feeling  of 
propriety,  a  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong  in 
condud.:  This  inward  {^Xi^o,  is  frequently 
fo  much  borne  dpwn  by  appetites  and  paf- 
fions,  as  to  Jofe  its  power  of  guiding  men 
to  what  is  right,  /while  yet  it  retains  as 
much  influence  as  to  make,  them  fenfible 
that  they -have  been  doing  \vroiig;  that 
isi^'.':  '■  they 
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they  have  not  aded  that  part  in  life  which  SERM'. 
they  ought  to  have  aded,  and  which  their  .j^_^'^ 
friends,  and  the  world,  had  a  title  to  ex* 
pe6t  from  them.  Though  confcience  be 
not  ftrong  enough  to  guide,  it  ftill  has 
ftrength  to  dart  a  fting. — Together  with 
this  confcioufnefs  of  ill  defert,  there  will  be 
at  fome  times  joined  a  humbling  fenfe  of 
their  own  infignificancyj  when  they  behold 
others  meeting  with  efteem  and  honour  for 
having  aded  a  manly  and  worthy  part  in 
life.  Their  fuperiority  they  are  obliged 
to  acknowledge,  and  to  look  up  to  them 
with  refpett ;  while  the  retrofpe£t  of  theii* 
own  life  affords  nothing  but .  fhame,  and 
the  bitter  remembrance  of  time  they  have 
tnifpent,  and  opportunities  they  have 
thrown  away. — In  the  midft  too  of  mor- 
tifying reflexions  of  this  kind,  it  will  not 
be  in  their  power  to  efcape  altogether  from 
a  dread  of  certain  confequences  which  are 
in  hazard  of  befalling  from  their  carelefs 
conduct.  Scarcely  is  any  fortune  fo  ftable 
as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  accidents  that 
will  dimini{h  it.  To  none  fo  readily  as  to 
the  men  of  pleafure,  are  fuch  accidents  likely 
to  happen  ;  and  fond  as  they  are  of  their 

•S3  prefent 


262  Oh  a  Life  of  Bijfipation  and  Pleafure^ 

^  E  R  M.  prefent  fuperb  train  of  living,  the  dread 
^^^*  that  it  may  not  be  in  their  power  always 
to  continue  it,  will,  in  fpite  of  all  their  en- 
deavours to  avoid  fuch  thoughts,  occafion- 
ally  force  itfelf  upon  them,  and  caft  a  cloud 
over  many  a  fcene  of  projected  merriment. 
Can  you  reckon  that  to  be  fmcere  joy, 
■which  is  liable  to  be  interrupted  and  mingled 
with  fo  many  fenfations  of  the  moft  dif- 
agreeable  nature?  In  the  cup  of  intempe- 
rance, or  in  the  tumult  of  loofe  fociety,  the 
man  of  pleafure  ftudies  to  drown  them. 
But  often  his  efforts  are  vain.  When  he 
pufhes  to  the  utmoll  his  fcenes  of  criminal 
revelry,  they  will  carry  the  refemblance  of 
Belihazzar's  feaft ;  at  which,  while  the  im- 
pious monarch  was  drinking  amongft  his 
lords  and  concubines,  he  beheld  the  fingers 
of  a  man's  hand-writing  in  unknown  cha- 
racters on  the  w^all  over  againft  him  :  and 
his  countenance  cbatiged^  and  bis  heart  funk 
within  him  %  h  Ttos>  \^  the  taidft  of  riot, 
imagined  fpeCtrcs  have  been  known  to 
haunt  the  man  of  guilty  pleafure.  He  fees 
hands,  coming  forth  to  write  on  the  wall 
.%g§ina^hi|n.  ,^The  very:^.i^rg^its  of  hia 
^•ri:Jonnx;3  floidiffoDaniel,  w!piiDgTinar'5f!T;i 
'■i^^Ar  t  ?.  ancef- 
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anceftors,  which  hang  in  his  hall,  appear  to  s  E  R  M. 
him  to  look  with  frowning  afpeft,  and  to  ._._ -;_^ 
upbraid  him  with  wafting  in.  Kcentiotre 
pleafures  the  fortune  which  their  honoiif»i 
able  labours  or  virtuous  induftry  had  ac- 
quired.— Of  all  the  clafles  of  fmners,  it  has 
been  found,  that  none  are  fo  liable,  in  fome 
period  of  their  lives,  or  at  leaft  when  life  is 
(Irawing  to  its  clofe,  to  be  fmitten  withfevere 
remorfe,  as  thofe  who  have  facrificcd  to  plea- 
sure all  the  calls  of  confcience  and  of  duty. 

'^  Let  usconfider,  in  the  lafl:  place,  how uii- 
fuitable  a  life  of  diffipation  and  pleafure  is  fo 
the  condition  of  man  in  this  world,  and  hoW 
injurious  to  the  interefts  of  fociety.  In  the 
world  we  are  furrounded  with  fcenes  of  dif- 
tfefs.  We  behold  the  'greateft  part  of  tfief 
human  race  doomed  tohard  labour  and  penu- 
rious fubfiftence.  Wehear  the  cries  of  indi- 
^nce.  We  knib  w  that  every  day  thoufatiVJs 
are  yielding  lip'their  breath,  and  thoufands 
are  atte^diri^' their  dying frleri<ls.  Ourowri 
liveV'are  fieetitig  fa^'hw^a^l  *'*5^Iouri{hing~as 
oVir  ftate  may'^t"  prefent'feem,  we  know 
there  i's'buraftep  between  us  and  death. 
The  youngeft  and  the  healthieft  cannot  tell 
-vi'H"    •  iS4'  whether 
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S  E  R  M.  whether  they  may, not,  within  the  fpace  of 
■_  .^tLj  ^  ^^^  days  be  called, to  undergo  the  judg- 
ment of  God.  i  ■  Is  this  a  time,  is  this  a 
place,  where  no  other  thing  is  to  be  pur- 
fued  but  giddy  amufement  and  perpetual 
pleafure  ?  Have  you,  my  friends,  who 
are  fpending  your  days  in  this  wanton  abufe 
of  profperity,  no  fenfe  of  the  unfuitablenefs 
of  fuch  coadu<ft  to  the  condition  of  mortal 
man?  Do  you  fee  nothing  in  the  ftate  of 
human  life  to  chailen  and  temper  your 
mirth  ;  to  bring  ferious  reflexions  home  to 
your,bpfom;  to  admonilh  you  that  it  is 
J^tl^jr,  tQ  gpc,  fometimes  io  the  hoiife  of 
mournings  than  to  d^^eil  always  in  the  houfe  of 
feafling  P Do  you  feel  no  compunc- 
tion at  the  thought  that,  by  your  luxury 
aod  extravagance,  you  are  adding  to  the 
fcenes  of  forrow  which  already  abound  in 
this.affiided  worlds  For  you,  and  your  fol- 
lies, the  aged  parent,  or  the  refpeftable  re«» 
lation,,  mourn,  ^^.T^v  fupply  the  oppreffive 
demands  of  your  pleafures,  families  are 
driven  from  their  habitations,  and  left  to 
poverty  and  want.  Your  mirth  forces  the 
.widow  and  the.  fatherlefs  to  .we^^-*— ^-^At 
the  fame  time,  you  are  fcattering  poifon  in 
h:>ui;   ,  4-  fociety 
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fociety  around  you.v    You  are  corrupting   Sl^HM. 
the  public   manners  by  the  life  which  you    ._  ^-,_^ 
lead.       You    are    propagating   follies  'snd 
vices  ;  and  by  the  example  which  you  f€% 
are  enfnarlng  many  to  follow  you  into  ruitti 

Confider   with  how  much  difcontent 

and  indignation  the  poorer  clafles  of  men, 
all  the  while,  behold  you.  Efpecially,  if 
in  times  of  fcarcity  and  of  war,  fuch  asthofe 
in  which  1  now  write,  they  fee  you  in- 
dulging in  waftefulnefs  and  thoughtlefs  pro- 
fufion,  when  they  and  their  families  are 
not  able  to  earn  their  bread.  As  long  as 
wealth  is  properly  employed,  perfons  in 
low  fituation  naturally  Joofc  up  to  theit 
fuperiours  with  refped:.  They  reft  coti- 
tented  in  their  ftation.  They  are  even 
difpofed  to  blefs  the  hand  which  fUr- 
nifhes  them  with  employment  on  rea-  ^ 
fonable  terms^  and  occafionally  difpenfes 
feafonablev  relief.  But  if  they  feel  them- 
ielves  opprefled  merely  that  a  few  may 
be  enabled  to  fquander  at  pleafure,  and  td 
revel  in  wafteful  excefs,  their  difcontents 
are  not  eafily  fupprefled.  With  fullen  mui^- 
Hiurs  they  iflue  from  their  impoverished 
habitatiojis,  prepared  for  every  evil  Workv' 
/ioi:>oi  •  \:--  Such 
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SERM.  Such  are  -fom6  of'tKe  confeqneilces 
^  _^  _f  which  flow  from  diflipation  and  the  in- 
temperate love  of  pleafure.  Let  not  the 
efte(9:  of  what  has  been  fald  be  fruftrated 
by  this  evaiion,  that  although  the  defcrip- 
tions  which  have  'been  given  be  juft  and^ 
true,  yet  they  are  applicable  only  to  fuch 
as  have  carried  their  purfuit  of  pleafure  'tii 
the  moft  criminal  excefs  ;  a  clafs,  in  which 
few,  if  any,  will  admit  that  they  deferve 
to  be  ranked. — The^/  who  are  only  begin- 
ning the  courfe  of  vicious  pleafure,  and  who 
fm  within  prefcribed  bounds,  may  reckon 
with  certainty  on  their  bearing  a  fhare  of 
the  ievils  -and  miferies  which  I  have  de- 
fcribed.  Not  only  fo,  but  having  once 
entered  on  an  irregular  courfe,  they  cannot 
tell  where  they  are  to  ftop.  They  have 
drunk  from  the  cup  of  the  enchantrefs  ;  and 
being  fairly  brought  within  the  ttlagic  circle, 
their  powers  of  re{]ed:ion'''ifre'k'id  afleep, 
and  to  make  an  efcape  may  *nbt  -be  ki  their 

power.  ■*■"        J  Jl' .->jl>;/JJ  li-^'---'     iSilj^iJliiXi^--   :tJt  . 

To  fome,-k^^Tfftfy^pefh^^s^"1^ai*'|^«fitt 
the  whole  ftrain  of  this  difcOurfe  refers 
<)nly  to  the  rich -and  the  great  ^  and  thdt 
pcrfons  of  modernte  fortune,  /afe'<J-'<^'^the 
L'j  .  'middle 
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middle  ranks  of  life,  who  form  the  great  SErm. 
body  of  fociety,  have  little  or  no  concern 
in  it.  But  this  is  entirely  a  miftake.  Splen- 
did fortune,  and  high  birth  or  rank,  afford, 
beyond  doubt,  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  fre- 
quent, temptations  to  the  loofe  indulgence 
of, ,evei:y  -enjoyment.  But  throughout  all 
ranks  the  danger  extends  of  being  mifled 
by  pleafure  in  fome  of  its  forms.  In  this 
country,  where  wealth  and  abundance  are 
fo  much  diffufed  over  all  ftations  ;  where 
it  is  well  known  that  the  inferiour  orders 
of  men  are  perpetually  preffing  upon  thofe 
who  are  above  them,  .a^d,  following  them 
in  their  manners,  ^a.  life  ,of  diifipatix)n  is 
perhaps  not  lefs  frequent  among  the  mid- 
dle than  among  the  higher  clafTes  of  fo- 
ciety. The  modes  of  amufement  may  not 
be  fo  refined.  The  entertainments  and 
pleafures  may  be  of  a  groffer  kind.  But 
in  many  an  inferiour  circle,  there  prevails 
as  much  love  of  pomp  and  fhew,  as  much 
proportional  extravagance  in  expence,  as 
much  rivalry  in  the  competition  of  paflions 
and  pleafures,  as  in  the  mofl  fafhionable  and 
courtly  affemblies.  Sober  reflexions  are  as 
much  laid  afide  ;  the  gratification  of  vanity, 
6  and 
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SERM.  and  the  indulgence   of  pleafure,  are  put- 

^['      fued  with  equal  eagernefs. Let  us  there** 

fore,  my  brethren,  in  whatever  rank  of 
life  we  are  placed,  proceed  upon  this  as  our 
great  principle,  that  to  ferve  God,  to  attend 
to  the  ferious  cares  of  life,  and  to  difcharge 
faithfully  the  duties  of  our  ftation,  ought 
to  be  the  firft  concern  of  every  man  who 
wifhes  to  be  wife  and  happy  ;  that  amufe- 
ment  and  pleafure  are  to  be  confidered  as 
the  relaxation,  not  the  bufinefs,  of  life  ; 
and  that  if  from  thofe  fentiments  we  depart, 
and  give  ourfelves  up  to  pleafure  as  our 
only  object,  eveti  in  laughter  the  heart  fhall 
be  forrowful^  and  the  end  of  our  mirth  fhall 
he  heavinefs. 


On  the  Confclence  void  of  Offence.     '^ 
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Herein  do  I  exercife  myfelfy  to  have  always 
a  confclence  veid  of  offence  toward  God 
cind  toward  men,    ,1  i>.V4  s>>  u 

'  I  ^HESE  words  were  fpoken  by  the  serm. 
Apoftle  Paul,  ia  the  courfe  of  that  ^J^^ 
manly  and  fpirited  defence  which  he  made 
for  himfelf,  when  accufed  of  fedition  and 
impiety  before  Felix,  the  Roman  Gover- 
nour.  He  vindicates  himfelf  from  the 
charges  brought  againft  him  ;  but  boldly 
avows  his  principles,  conceals  no  part  he 
had  aded,  gives  up  no  dodtrine  he  had 
taught,  and,  with  the  firm  confcioufnefs  of 
innocence,  appeals  to   his   enemies  them- 

felves 
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SERM.  felves  for  the  unblemifhed  integrity  of  his 
^^    life  and  charadteiuiJ  t^i  3£riJ  :  ^a\\s\  ■  .^  • 

To  maintain  always  a  confcience  void  of 
offence  toward  God  and  toward  nien^  is  a- 
degree  of  virtue,  to  which^  in  its  full  extent^ 
none   can   lay   claim.     For  who   is  there 
among  the  fens  of  men  that  can  pretend, 
on  every  occalion,  throughout'  his  whole  - 
life,  to  have  preferved  a  faultlefs  condudt^ - 
How  few  days,  indeed,  go  over  our  heads 
wherein  fomething  does  not  pafs,  in  which 
our  behaviour  has  not  been  altogether  cor- 
rect, or  free  from  every  offence  ?     In  the 
prefent  imbecility  and  fallen  ftate  of  human 
nature,  he  is  the  worthieft  perfon  whois 
guilty  of  the  feweil  offences  towards  Goi' 
or  towards  man.   Biit  though  the  chara<fiter 
referred  to  in  the  text  be  not  attainable  by 
lis  in  a  complete  degree,  it  is  the  charad* 
ter  to  which  we  muft  all  ftudy  to  approa<:h'|^  ^ 
to  come  as  near  to  it  as  the  weaknefs  of 
our  nature   admits ^»'^*f(»^''tfeit-''%^ither^-itf'- 
piety  towards  God,    nor  in   focial  cluties 
towards  men,  we  may  be  found  remarkably 

deficient, Yon  ^ill  obf^rve,- '  that  this 

great   Apof^le   dc^^  not  %0aft'*df  -  hai-^^^ 
fully  attained  to  a  confcience  void WTjveiy'' 
'-^^^•'^-  offence. 
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offence.      His  Tvords  are,    that  herein  be   SERM. 
exerclfcd  hlmfelf;  that  is,  this  was  his  obje^ 
and  his  ftudy,  to  this  he  formed  and  trained 
himfelf,    to   have  aliMciys  a  confclence  isoldr^ 

of  offence   toivards    God  and  men. Afi*b 

furedly,  there  is  nothing  in  human  life 
more  amiable  and  refpedable  than  fuch  a 
chara<5ter.  Wherever  it  appears,  it  com- 
mands univerfal  reverence  in  every  ftation, 
w^hether  high  or  low*  It  is  indeed  what 
all  men  would  wifh  to  gain ;  at  leaft,  they 
wiQi  that  others  fhould  believe  them  to 
poflefs  it.  Even  the  moft  corrupted  look 
to  it,  from  afar,  with  a  figh  ;  and  however  " 
obliged  to  condemn  therafelves  for  having 
fallen  fliort  of  it,  cannot  help  efteeming 
and  refped:ing  others  who  are  dignified  by 

the  attainment  of  it. Let  us  then  confi- 

der,  firft,  what  is  implied  in  cxercifing  or 
forming  ourfelves  to  maintain  the  con-, 
fcience  void  of  ofience  ;  and  next,  what  the 
effedts  will  be  of  having,  in  fome  degree, 
attained  it.  --oi    lu    loa    ,i;Gv;;   i  v;^-^ . 


A 


'-'O! 


I.  iN^^^^rri////^ .ourfelves forthis  purpofe,)? 
our  firft  qaEe.muit  be  to  have  pur  cpruiienqg 
well  informed,  or  properlj  inftrudte<),  as  to 

what 


301::; 
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s  E 1^  M,  what  is,  or  is  noty  real  ground  of  offence  to* 
XIII.  xvards  God  or  towards  men.  Confcience  is 
the  guide,  or  the  enhghtening  and  dire(fting 
priaciple  of  conduct ;  and  as  our  Saviour 
has  warned  us,  If  the  light  which  is  in  thee 
be  darknefs^  how  great  wdl  that  darknefs 
be  *  f  If  that  which  fliould  guide  us  be 
itfelf  raifled,  how  widely  muft  we  wander 
aftray  ? — There  are  two  extremes  here,  to 
each  of  which,  different  fets  of  men  are 
apt  erroneoufly  to  incline.  One  fet  of  men 
are  apt  to  be  minutely  fcrupulous  about 
matters  of  fmaller  importance  ;  tithing,  aa 
the  Scripture  defcribes  them,  minty  anife^ 
and  cumin  y  ivhile  they  negleSl  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law.  Punctual  in  their  ob- 
fervance  of  all  the  forms  and  ceremonies 
of  religion,  they  hope  by  this  means  to 
compenfate  for  allowing  themfelves  in 
unlawful  pleafures  or  unrighteous  gains. 
Another,  and  perhaps  a  more  numerous 
fet  of  men,  err  from  loofe  cafuiflry  in 
matters  of  moral  duty.  They  admit  the 
obligation  they  are  under  to  virtuous  prac- 
tice; but  they  lay  the  Whole  ftrfcfs  of  virtue 
bh   fome  particular    good    diipofitioos  to 

*   Mattlr.   VI.  23.  -vtvr 

whicK 
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^;^hich  their  temper  inclines  them.  ^On  SEUM. 
thcfe  they  highly  value  themfelves  5  but 
breaches  of  other  parts  of  duty,  they  are 
apt  to  confider  as  fmall  and  venial  tranf- 
greflions.  They  have  balances  of  theit 
own,  in  which  they  weigh  every  tranf- 
grcffion ;  aiid  if  any  of  the  offences  they 
have  committed,  either  againft  God  or  their 
neighbour,  weigh  light  in  the  fcale  of 
fafhion  or  general  pra(3:ice,  they  appear  to 
them  as  fcarcely  any  oftbnces  at  all. — Both 
thefe  extremes  we  muft  carefully  guard 
againft  ;  and  ftudy  to  regulate  bur  conduct 
by  the  pure  unfophifticated  laws  of  God  * 
retting  our  charader  neither  on  a  ftridt 
obfervance  merely  of  the  external  forms  of 
religion,  nor  on  a  partial  regard  to  its  moral 
duties ;  but  attending  to  all  that  God  has 
required  from  us  as  men  and  Chriftians.*^-* 
The  truth  is,  fuch  errors  as  I  have  pointed 
out,  always  have  their  fource  in  fome  corrup- 
tion of  the  heart.  It  is  not  from  inability 
to  difcover  what  they  ought  to  do,  that  men 
err  in  pradice.  It  is  from  fome  oblique 
regard  to  their  interefts  or  their  pleafureSj 
to  their  reputation  or  their  gainj  that  they 
Vol.  V*  T  deviat« 


•\». 
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SERM.  deviate  into  by-paths,  while  they  afFed  to 
,_^_^il^  affurne  feme  appearance  of  principle.  Fair- 
nefs  and  uprightnefs  of  mind  are  the  chief 
requifites  for  directing  our  confcience  how 
to  avoid  offences  towards  God  or  man. 
He  who,  with  an  honeft  intention,  feeks 
in  every  cafe  to  know  what  it  is  his  duty 
to  do,  will  feldom  or  never  be  at  a  lofs  to 
difcover  it. 

In  the  next  place,  it  belongs  to  every  one 
who  ftudies  to  attain  to  a  confcience  void 
of  offence,  to  make  reparation  for  whatever 
wrong  he  is  confcious  of  having  formerly 
done.  This  is  the  moft  difficult,  but  at 
the  fame  time  the  moft  fatisfa£tory  teft^ 
of  our  fincerity  in  defiring  to  have  a  clear 
confcience  before  God  and  man.  How 
can  he  be  fmcere  in  this  defire,  who  allows 
himfelf  to  remain  quiet  while  loaded  with 
the  fenfe  that  all  he  now  enjoys  has  been 
obtained  by  injuftlce  and  fraud  ?  If  he  con- 
tinues, without  remorfe,  to  fatten  upon  the 
gains  of  unrighteoufnefs  ;  to  feaft  on  the 
fpoils  of  the  induftrious  ;  to  revel  in  luxu- 
ries purchafed  by  opprefFion  or  treachery; 
dare  be  hold  up  his  face,  and  utter  the 
7  name 
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tiame  of  Confcience  ?  Woe  to  him  that  build-'  SERM, 
eth  his  houfe    in    unrighteoufnefs^    and   his  ' 

chambers  by  wrong  *.  In  the  mid  ft  of  his 
ftately  habitation,  thejione,  in  the  exprelfive 
language  of  Scripture,  yZ^t?//  cry  out  of  the 
tvall  againf  him ;  and  the  beam  out  of  -the 
timber  fhall  anfwer  it  f .  ——It  may  not  be 
always  in  a  man's  power  to  make  exadt 
reftitution  of  every  unlawful  gairi  he  has 
acquired  ;  but  to  make  reparation  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power,  for  every  wrong  he 
has  done  to  others,  is  the  duty  of  every 
one  who  lays  any  claim  to  principle  or 
honefty.  If  this  be  entirely  negledted,  it 
is  the  mark  of  a  confcience  that  is  become 
dead  to  all  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong.  In 
Vain  we  pretend  to  clear  our  confcience, 
by  afFe£tihg  to  compenfate  for  fraud  or 
cruelty,  either  by  a£ts  of  ftrid:  religious 
homage  towards  God,  or  by  fome  partial 
virtues  and  fhows  of  generofity  towards 
men.  With  refpedt  to  men,  we  ought  to 
learn  that  we  muft  begin  with  being  juft, 
before  we  can  attempt  to  be  generous. 
With  refpcdl  to  God,  we  know  that  he 

*  Jerem.  xxil,   i'^il*      -■   '    f  Habak.  ii.   tl. 

s.»/.;;.  T  2  delights 
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\   ^on£j7ocpii   jlijinl  j^ilw   la  :3k;imvL5in:):)'>d 
delights  in  mercy  more  than  Jacrtpce ;  ana 

rejects    with    contempt    the    hypocritical 

worfliipper.     /  will  come  rtear  to  you  in 

judgment^  faith  the  Lord ;  and  I  ivill  he  a 

fwift  witnefs  agaihf  thofe  that  opprefs  the 

hirelings  the  widow  ^  and  the  father  lefs  ;  a?id 

that  turn  afide  the  f  ranger  from  his  right, — 

The  Lord  will  plead  their  caufe^  and  fpoil 

the  foul  of  thofe  that  fboiled  them  *.    "    ,     ^ 

After  making  reparation  for  the  wrongs 
he  has  committed,  the  next  ftudy  of  every- 
one who  is  exercfing  himfelf  to  have  the 
confciejice  void  of  offence^  ihould  be  to 
guard  againft:  thofe  particular  fnares  which 
have  formerly  led  him  into  evil. — If,  for 
inllance,  covetoufnefs  has  on  many  oc- 
cafions  tempted  him  to  defraud  or  opprefs, 
tliat  he  might  increafe  his  worldly  ftore, 
it  ought  to  be  his  lirfl  care  to  correct  in 
future  this  inordinate  paffibh  for  wealth, 
by  brinjring  d6wii"'iii  nis^  eflimatibn  the 
acqmlitions  cr,iqrtuqe  .to  their  „  proper 
value  ;  fo  that  he  niay  remain  f^fi'slie4  with 

a.nfioderate  (hstrejpf  the. world's  gooilJs,  and 

i;n  -        ■i;?f5r>7firiD    io   noit£fn7o 

'F^^  '' '  become 
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become  fenfible  of  what  fmall  importance   SERM. 

■V'TTT 

great  riches  are  to  real  happinefs.  If  atri-  .  -,-!_<■ 
bition  has  impelled  him  to  rife  into  con- 
fideration  by  crooked  policy  and  intrigues, 
let  him  imprefs  his  mind  with  all  the  coni^ 
fiderations  that  will  fliew  him  the  emptinefs 
and  vanity  of  worldly  honours.  If  a  loofe 
fin^  vCarelefs  life  has  brought  him  into 
habits  of  diflipation,  and  led  him  to  negledl 
thofe  religious  duties  which  he  owed  to 
his  Maker,  let  him  return  to  the  regular 
worfhip  of  God ;  and  nourifh  an  awful 
fear  and  reverence  of  that  Almighty  Being, 
on  whom  his  all  depends  in  time  and  eter- 
nity.^  -In  this   manner  it  muft  be  his 

care  to  begin,  by  eradicating  thofe  cor- 
ruptions which,  on  different  occafions,  have 
tempted  him  to  violate  confcience.  This 
fludy  to  reform  all  known  errors  in  former 
life,  will  be  one  of  the  mod  fatisfying  marks 
of  a  fmcere  defign  to  preferve  in  future  a 
confcience  void  of  offence.  For  if  any  of 
the  old  vitiated  parts  of  the  dlfpofition  be 

allowiedito  remain  in  theii^   former    ftate, 

r . i •>•  poiici^^.u'  ■':  .',.\.'',.c  v.:..   '.t ■   ,  •.■ 
atl  vai^^^ull  f^^iy  ma^  apply  ,himfelf  to  a 

thorough  reformation  of  charader, " 'The 

favourite  ruling  pafTion,,  if  it  be  fuffered  to 

s;iic:)e/cl  T  3  keep 
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SERM.  keep  its. afcendant,  wiU  not  fail  to  ^rag  the 
^^^^-      life  after  ifeum- 11^  i^^^f  j^.<j|  r> 

^  In  thelaft  pkoe,  in  dardes  to  carry^  oa 

this  difcipline  which  I  have  been  recom- 
mending for  obtaining  a  good  confciencf^^ 
if  will  be  highly  neceflary,  that  we  fr%^ 
quehtly  examine  ourfelves,  and  bring  ouf 
conduct  under  review.  No  day  ought  tQ 
pafslover  our  head,  without  fome  exerclfe 
of  ithis  kind*  Every  evening  before  we 
g(Xiio  reft,  -^^  fhould  fubje<3:  to  fcrutiny 
th^l  ti'anfaiidions  in  which  we  have  been 
engaged*.  r,f^^v%)^hat  have  I  done  this  day, 
*'  by  which!  may  either  have  juftly  of- 
"  fended  any  nrian,  or  have  fliewn  negle£t 
^'  of  God  ?  What  duty  have  I  tranfgrefled  ? 
'*  Wherein  have  I  omitted  to  aci  the  par.t 
"  which  my  Maker,  or  my  fellow-creatur^, 
"had  a  title  to  expedt  from,  me?" — Be 
aflured,  my  friends,  that  only  by  thus  pre- 
ferving  conicieuce  in  the  frequent  exercife 
of  its  natural  jurildidion,  you  can  fupport 
its  rights.  If  you,  dp  not  lead  it  |n  thi^ 
manner  often  t^  afliime,it&^ue  ftatior^,  it§ 
authority  vvijl.  gradually  decline.  There 
will  be  no  accuracy  in  your  moral  condu(fl:, 

Corrup- 


XIII. 
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Corruptions  will  grow  upon  you  unawares.   SE  RM. 
You  will  forget  that  you  are  creatures  ac** 
countable  for  your  actions,  to  a  higher  tri- 
bunal than  that   of  the  world. It  is  a 

carelefs  train  of  living,  that  is  the  general 
ruin  of  mankind.  It  is  not  fo  much  from 
having  adopted  evil  principles  that  men 
become  wicked,  as  from  having  adopted 
no  principles  at  all.  They  follow  their  in- 
clinations, without  examining  whether 
there  be  any  principles  which  they  ought 
to  form  for  regulating  their  condu£ti 
The  chief  corrective  of  this  mifchief  ii 
that  which  has  been  fuggefted ;  by 
bringing  confcience  into  a  frequent  exer- 
cife  of  its  power,  and  thereby  awakening 
its  authority  over  our  life. — Bitterly  it 
may  at  times  reprove  us  for  our  fins  and 
follies.  Sharply  it  may  fting.  But  thofe 
reproofs  and  thofe  ftings  are  falutary .  in 
their  effedt ;  and  tend  to  prevent  us  from 
proceeding  headlong  in  a  downward  courfe. 
If  ever  confcience  become  altogether  dead 
and  ftill,  the  fymptom  is  ominous  of 
our  having  contracted  from  hardened  vice- 
that  mortal  lethargy,  from  which  •  we  are 
7^4  .."^^•■Oj-.  jii  j<(b«ty 
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3ERM.  only  to  be  awakened  at  the  day  of  judg-; 

,.XI*.Having  thus  fuggefted  fome  of  the 
particulars  which  appear  moft  eflential  iu 
exe?'c'i/ing  pr  forming  ourfelves  to  attain  to 
a  confcicnce  void  of  offence  towards  God 
and  m^ny  I  come  next  to  recommend 
this  difcipline  by  fhewing  the  happy 
effeds  it  will  produce.  Thefe  happy 
efFeds  ^i;^,^Blifql4f5.jM>f^pQid  prolixity, 
I  fhall  comprife  them  under  two  general 
heads.  Si4ch .  a  clear  confcience  fets  us 
free  from  the  terroprs  of  another  world  j  it 
exempts  us  from  %  multitude  of  difquietudes 

f 6  "procure  freedom  froni  the  terrours  of 
another  world.  Matfy^^^^F^krio^,  in  the 
.^iety  of  thi^i-  lieifi^^^  ^ite«H''y6  rti^ 
light  of  terroursQi  mis  Ki^d*;  yethbthing  Is 
more  certain,  than  uim.  f^eV  are  capable  pf 
aflailing  and  difmaying^tpe**  ftouteft  heart. 
iu.oriicience  is  too  great  a  power  in  the  nature 
bf  "man  to  be  altopftPef^SaiiefS^'^lt  may 
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But  conjunctures  there  are  in  human  life  SErm. 
which  awaken  it ;  and  when  once  awakened, 
it  flafhes  on  the  finner's  mind  with  all  the 
horrors  of  an  invffible  Ruler  and  a  future 
judgment.  It  has  been  fo  ordered  by  Pro-^ 
vidence,  that  it  is  always  in  the  evil  day, 
at'  the'  f&afon  when  men  ftand  moft  in 
!iefe(d"orconfolation  and  fupport,  that  con- 
fcierice  exerts  its  vengeance  on  the  guilty. 
I  might  mention  what  is  fufFered  in  the 
lonely  hours  of  folitude  and  fdence,  when 
the  fmner's  mind  is  humbled  and  deprefled 
by  fome  recent  difgrace,  or  fome  difap- 
pointment  in  his  criminal  'purfuits.  But 
let  me  only  lead  your  thoughts  to  what 
muft  await  us  all,  when  we  fhall  have  ar- 
rived at  the  decline  of  life ;  when  we  feel 
the  hand  of  death  upon  us,  and  cannot  any 
more  flatter  ourfelves  that  it  will  long 
delay  giving  the  fatal  ftroke.  Siifficlent^ 
and  more  than  fuflicient,  for  that  day  will 
be  the  evil  thereof  even  fuppofmg  that  no- 
thing vvithin  fhall  alarm  us  with  dark  fore- 
bodings of  what  is  to  follow.  But  if  at  the 
tii^e  .  fwhe^ii ,  yf  j^  ^ ,are  oppre fled  witli  fickn^(s 
or  pain,  yppja  .  pur  bed,  diftrefled  perhaps 
yyith  the  (ituation  of  our  family  and  worldly 

affairs. 


^—l    11/ 
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S  E  R  M.   affairs,  and  juft  about  to  take  the  laft  fare-- 
XIII. 

well  of  our  friends   and  of  all   we   have 
ever  loved   on  earth  ;  if,  in   the   midft  of 
this  fcene  of  diftj-efs,  we  fhall  be  alfo  tor- 
mented   with  the  thought  of  what   is  to 
become  of  us  in  that  next  world  which  is 
jtjft   opening  to  our  view ;    if  we  depart 
from  lifs,  confcious  that  we  deferve  punifh- 
m^nt  for  the  manner  in  which  we  have 
lived;  and  dreading  that  the  hour  of  our 
being  to  receive  that  punifhment  is  at  hand  ; 
fuch   a   ftate   of  complicated  mifery   who 
can  endure  ?  Tbe.fpirit  thus  wowided  z.nd 
bleeding,  when  it  is  going  forth  from  the 
body,  ^oho  can  bear?        .'  :  f   •;..;>   •  rn    r  . 
I  by  no  means  fay,  that  he,  who  duHng 
his'  life  has  taken  the  greateft  care  to  pre- 
ferve  his  confcience  void  of  offence, ;  can 
upon  that   plea   reft   with   confidence;  or 
upon  this  ground  alone  leave  this  life  with- 
out  uneafmefs  or  fear.     No    man's   con- 
fcience was  ever  entirely  dear   from   all 
reproach.     We  daily  offend  ;  aiid'  the  beft 
have  much  reafori  to  implore  rbercy  and 
forgivenefs  from  their  Judge.     Theriwholfe; 
ftrain  of  the  Gofpel  tends  to  humble  and 
deprefs  thofe  who  vainly  trufl  totheir  own 

imperfed 
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imperfect  righteoufnefs.     It  teaches  us  that  SE  R  M. 


the  uhimate  ground  on  which  we  are  to 
reft  for  acceptance  with  God,  is  the  righteouf- 
nefs and  merit  of  our  great  Redeemer.- f 


XIII. 


But  this  I  fay  and  teftify  to  you,  that 
the  moft  fatisfadory  evidence  you  can 
poflefs,  of  having  an  intereft  in  the  Re- 
deemer's merits,  and  being  finally  accepted 
through  him,  muft  arife  from  the  teftimony 
of  a  confcience,  which  you  have  ftudied  to 
keep  void  of  offence  towards  God  and  to^ 
wards  men.  This  will  be  the  beft  proof 
of  your  belonging  to  the  number  of  the 
fons  of  God.  It  will  be  the  witnefs  of  the 
divine  fpirit  within  you ;  the  day-ftar 
arifing  in  your  hearts,  and  preparing  the 
approach  of  a  mpre  perfect  day. — Without 
the  ftudy  of  attaining  a  good  confcience, 
be  alTured,  that  all  other  grounds  of  hope 
will  prove  fallacious  :  not  the  moft  fervent 
zeal,  nor  the  higheft  pretences  to  intercourfe 
with  God,  v^ill  be  of  any  avail.  They  will 
have  no  more  ftability  than  the  houfe  builf 
on  the  fand,  which,  in  the  day  of  trial,  falls 
to  the  ground.  He  only  whofe  confciencg 
bears  witnefs  to  his  faithfulnefs,  his  integrity 
and  fmcerity,  in  difcharging^all  )^  4W^^^ 

'  "  ■    "'  ^'^   of 
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SER  M.  of  life,  can,  with  a  fteady  mind,  and  a  firm 
^^^^   but  humble  trufl:  in  his  Saviour,  look  for- 
ward to  all  that  awaits  him  in  ..■^  future 
unknown  world.  '  ">^ 

'^In  the  next  place,  while  the  confcience 
void  of  offence  thus  delivers  us,  in  a  great 
degree,  from  the  terrors  of  a  future  :life7  if 
keeps  us  free,  at  the  fame  time,  from  in- 
numerable difquietudes  in  this  life.  All 
the  offences  for  which  confcience  condemns 
us,  become,  in  one  way  or  other,  fources 
of  vexation.  Never  did  any  man  long  for- 
fake  the  ftraight  and  upright  path,  without 
having  caufe  to  repent  of  it.  Whether  it 
be  pleafure,  or  Intereft,  or  ambition,  that 
leads  him  aftray,  he  is  always  made  to  pay 
dear  for  any  fuppofed  advantage  he  gains. 
Warily  and  cautioufly  he  may  at  lirft  fet 
out,  and  lay  many  reftraints  on  himfelf 
againfl:  proceeding  too  far.  "  But  having 
once  forfaken  confcience  as  his  guide,  his 
paffions  and  inclinations  foon  take  the  lead 
of  his  condudl,  and  pufh  him  forward 
rafhlyV.  <)he' bad  Ift'ep  betrays  ,  him  into 
an6t^ery.tili,'iU 'the*en(J,  1ie  Is  overtalcen, 
ff  ii6t  't>y  poverty 'K^d'Vdifeafe,  at  leift'  by 
^'"  --    '        8      ■■'^'-''■'-  •'         aifKbnoiif 
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difhonour  and  (hame,  by  the  lofs  of  friends  s  ^^  Mv 
and  the  forfeiture  of  general  efteem.  He 
who  wdlkefb  uprightly^  has  been  always 
found  to  walk  furely :  while  in  the  dark 
and  crooked  paths  of  fraud,  dlfhonefly,  or 
ignoble  pleafure,  a  thoufand  forms  of  trouble 
and  difafter  arife  to  meet  us.  In  the  mean 
time,  to^a  bad  man,  confcience  will  be  al- 
ways an  uneafy  companion.  In  the  midft 
of  his  amufements,  it  will  frequently  break 
in  upon  him  with  reproach.  At  night, 
when  he  would  go  to  reft,  ho'uing  up  to 
him  the  deeds  of  the  former  day,  putting 
him  in  mind  of  what  he  has  loft  and  what 
he  has  incurred,  it  wnW  make  him  often 
afliamed,  often  afraid.— —Cowardice  and 
bafenefs  of  mind  are  never  failing  conco- 
mitants of  a  guilty  confcience.  He  who 
is  haunted  by  it,  dares  never  ftand  forth  to 
the  world,  and  appear  in  his  own  character. 
He  is  reduced  to  be  conftantly  ftudying 
concealment,  and  living  in  difguife.  He 
muft  put  on  the  fmiling  and  open  look, 
when  da^k  de%ns  are  brooding  in  his 
mind.  ConK:ious  ot  his  own  bad  pur- 
pofes,  he  looks  with  diftruft  on  all  who  are 
around  liim,  aad  {brinks  from  the  fcrutinv 

/• 
01 
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SERM.  of  every  piercing  eye.  He  fees,  or  fancies 
;^^I^-  that  he  fees,  fufpicion  in  many  a  counte- 
nance 3  and  reads  upbraidings  in  looks 
where  no  upbraiding  was  meant.  Often 
he  is  in  great  fear  ^  where  no  fear  is. 
■  Very  different  from  this,  is  the  ftate  of 
the  man  whofe  confcience  is  void  of  off*ence. 
He  is  manly  and  intrepid  in  every -fitua- 
tion.  He  has  never  feduced  the  innocent 
by  guilty  arts.  He  has  deluded  no  one  with 
falfe  promifes.  He  has  enfnared  no  man 
to  truft  him  by  a  deceitful  account  of  his 
affairs ;  nor  taken  any  advantages  of  the  dif- 
trefles  of  others  to  enrich  himfelf.  With- 
out unealmefs  he  can  look  every  man 
boldly  in  the  face ;  and  fay  with  the  good 
Prophet  Samuel;  Behold,  here  I  am -,  ivit- 
nefs  againjl  me,  Whofe  ox  have  I  taken  ? 
or,  whofe  afs  have  I  taken  ?  or,  w>hom 
have  I  defrauded^  Whom  have  I  op- 
preffed  P  Of  whofe  hand  have  I  received 
afiy  bribe  f  Declare^  and  I  will  rejiore  it  to 
you  *.  He  who  can  thus  take  God  and  the 
world  to  witnefs  for  his  integrity,  may  de- 
fpife  popular  accufation  or  reproach.  Thofe 
cenfures  and  rumours  which  are  conftantly 

*  I  Samuel,  xii.  3. 

dif- 
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dlfquieting  the  man  of  guilty  confclence,  SERM. 
pafs  by  him  unheeded.  His  ivitnefs  is  in 
heavtn  ;  and  his  record  is  on  high.  Inno- 
cence and  uprightnefs  form  a  tenfold  fhield,- 
againft  which  the  darts  of  the  world  are 
aimed  in  vain.  Of  neither  God  as  his 
Judge,  nor  of  men  as  his  companions,  is 
fuch  a  man  afraid.  With  no  unquiet  nor 
terrifying  flumbers  will  his  couch  be 
haunted.  /  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace ^ 
and Jleep ;  for  the  Lord  maketh  me  dwell  in 
fafety. 

Let  thofe  confiderations  which  have 
been  now  briefly  fuggefted,  contribute  to 
render  the  character  in  the  text,  of  a  con- 

fcience  void  of  offence  towards  God  and  man^ 
amiable  and  eflimable  in  our  eyes.  If  in  its 
fulled  extent  we  cannot  attain  to  it,  let  us 
at  leaft  endeavour  to  approach  to  ir,  and 
herein  with  the  great  Apoftle  exercife  our- 

fives.  We  may  reft  affured,  that  the  more 
we  partake  of  this  charad:er,  the  happier 
and  more  honourable  fhall  our  life  be  otl 
earth,  and  the  nearer  fliall  it  bring  us  to 
Heaven.  Confcious  of  our  innumerable 
frailties,  let  it  be  our  daily  prayer  to  God, 

that 
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SERM.  that  by  his  powerful  fpirit  he  would  redify 
XII I.  what  is  corrupted  in  our  nature  ;  would 
guard  us  by  his  grace  againft  the  tempta- 
tions that  flirround  us  ;  keep  us  from  the 
path  of  the  deftroyer^  and  lead  us  in  bis  way 
t^erlafing^ 


v\  ~i'!^ 


!-i" 
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s  E  ^^,iXM,„j};^^^ 

On  the  Afcenfion  of  Chrift.  j^-^^  i;,,, 

[Preached  in  the  evening  after  the  celebration  of  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.] 


Luke,  xxiv.  50,  51,  .''" 

jind  he  led  them  out  as  Jar  as  to  Bethany : 
and  he  lift  up  his  hands  and  blejfed  them  ; 
And  it  came  to  pafs  while  he  blejfed  them, 
he  IV as  parted  Jrom  them  and  carried  up 

into  Heaven^ 

Ji    ..J 

npHE  facred  Scriptures  not  only  fet  before  s  E  RM. 
us  a  complete  rule  of  life,  but  give  weight  .  ^'^^'  j 
•and  authority  to  the  precepts  they  deliver, 
by  the  information  they  communicate  of 
certain  great  and  important  fa£ls,  in  which 
all  the  human  race  have  a  deep  concern. 
VoL.V.  U  Of 
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SERM.  Qi  tliofe  fads  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
IS  the  aiceriiion  of  our  Saviour  to  Heaven, 
after  having  completed  the  work  of  our 
redemption.  This  is  a  fubje6t  on  which 
it  is  at  all  times  pleafing  to  a  Chriftian  to 
meditate ;  but  efpecially  after  the  cele- 
bration of  that  folemn  ordinance  in  which 
we  vs^ere  this  day  engaged.  We  there  re- 
newed the  memorial  of  our  Saviour  fuffcr- 
ing  and  dying  in  the  caufe  of  mankind. 
Let  us  now  take  part  in  his  fucceeding 
triumphs.  Let  us  with  pleafure  behold 
him  rifing  from  the.grave,  as  the  conqueror 
of  death  and  hell,  and  afcending  into 
heaven,  there  to  reign  in  glory,  and  to 
ad:  as  the  protedor  and  guardian  of  his 

people,  to  the  end  of  time. -It  will  be 

proper  to  begin  with  taking  a  particular 
view  of  all  the  circumftances  that  attend- 
ed this  memorable  event  in  the  hiftory 
of  our  Saviour's  life  j  as  they  are  related 
in  the  text,  compared  with  the  accounts 
of  other  Evangelifts.  The  circumftances 
will  all  be  found  to  be  both  ,  beautiful 
and  fublime  in  themfelves,  and  inllrudive 

to  us.  .. 

.     ..-.v  .;>bft '^eifi  ba^-:.^3n3£nmoo  07  x^tc! 


0;/  the  Afcenfton  of  Chrifl,  29! 

W£  are  informed  *,  that  it  was  not  until    S  E  RM. 

.  XIV. 

forty  days  after  his  refurre^^ion  from  the 

grave,  that  this  event  took  place.     During 
this  fpace  he  had  Jhewn  himfelf  alive  after 
his  pajfton^  by  majty  infallible  proofs^  being 
often  feen   by   his  difciples^    and  converfmg 
ivitb  them  of  things  pertainitig  to  the  king- 
dom of  God.      All  being  now  concluded 
which  he  had  to  do  on  earth  ;  the  guilt  of 
mankind  having  been  expiated  by  his  death, 
and  his  Apoftles   fully  inftrudled   in  the 
part  they  were  henceforth  to  a6t,  and  the 
character  they  were  to  aflume ;  one  day,  we 
are  told,  he  led  them  out  of  the  city  as  far  as 
to  Bethany.- — With  the   utmoft   propriety 
was  this  place  feleded  for  the  fcene  of  his 
afcenfion.     Near  Bethany  was  the  Mount 
of  Olives,  to  which  our  Lord  was  wont  fo 
often  to  retire  for  the  exercife  of  private 
devotion  :    and  there  alfo  was  the  garden 
of  Gethfemane,  whete  his  fufferings  com- 
menced with  that  agony  in  which  \\\%  foul 
was  exceeding  forroufid  even   unto  death. 
At  the  fpot  where  his  generous  fufferings 
on  our  account  began,  there  alfo  was  his.^ 
glory  to  commence  ;  and  thofe  fields  which 

*  Acls,  J.  3. 
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^  y\^'  ^^  ^°"^  ^^^^  hQQ^n  his  favourite  retreat,  and 
v^^K,,^...  fo  r)ften  had  been  confecrated  by  him  to 
meditation  and  prayer,  were  now  to  be 
dignified  with  his  laft  and  parting  fteps 
towards  heaven  ;  a  fort  of  fymbol,  of  devo- 
tion and  virtuous  fufferings  being  fteps  that 

prepare  for  afcent  to  heaven. There,  we 

are  told,  He  lift  up  his  hands ^  a?id  bleffed 
his  difciples  ;  and  while  he  bleffed  them^ 
he  was  parted  from  them.  How  beautiful 
is  this  attitude  of  our  departing  Lord  !  How 
well  did  fuch  a  conclufion  fuit  the  reft 
of  his  life  !  Having  loved  his  own  vuhich 
were  in  the  world,  he  loved  them  to  the  end, 
"While  he  lived,  he  went  about  doing  good : 
He  died,  praying  for  his  enemies ;  and 
when  he  afcended  into  heaven,  it  was  in 
the  a£t  of  lifting  up  his  hands  and  bleffing 
his  friends ;  like  a  dying  parent  giving  his 
laft  benediction  to  his  children  and  family. 
A  worthy  pattern  is  here  fet  before  us,  of 
the  manner  in  which  eVery  good  man 
fhould  wifti  to  fpehd  his  laft  moments,  in 
ads  of  devotion  to  Gdd,^nd'e^prefrions 

of  kindnefs  and  affedibn  to  hisfriends. 

While  our  Saviour  was  thus  employed,  he 
was  parted  from  his  difciples  ;  a  cloud,  it  is 

4  faid, 
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faid,  received  him  out  of  their  ftgbt  *,  and  he  S  E  R  M. 
'ivas  carried  up  into  heaven.  Here  were  no  .  .'  ^ 
whirlwinds,  no  thunders,  no  chariots  of 
lire.  Supernatural  appearances  of  old,  had 
been  accompanied  with  majefty  of  a  terrible 
kind.  The  law  was  given  in  the  midft 
of  lightnings  and  thunders.  Elijah  was 
caught  up  into  heaven  in  a  fiery  chariot. 
But  the  Saviour  of  the  world  was  gently 
received  up  in  a  cloud-,  with  that  fort  of  meek 
and  calm  magnificence,  which  befpeaks  the 
peaceful  genius  of  the  Gofpel  and  its  Author. 

Angels    likewife  affifled    at    this  fo- 

lemnity,  as  in  every  difpenfation  friendly 

to  mankind  thefe  benevolent  fpirits  are  r£- 

prefented  as  taking  part.     At  the  creation 

of  the  world,  the  mornitig  Jlars^  it  is  faid, 

fang  together^  and  all  the  fans  of  Godfljouted 

for  joy  \.     At  the  birth  of  our  Lord,  we 

hear  of  their  fongs  of  praife  and  joy  ;    we 

find  them  prefent  at  his  refurredion  from 

the  dead  ;  and  now  again  at  his  afcenfion 

into  heaven.;   While  his  difciples  looked f  ed- 

fa/ily,  towards  heaven^  as  he  went  up^  behold^ 

two  mm  food  by  them  in   white  apparel; 

fwhifhaUh.J/iidy;  Te  men  of  Galilee^  why  fan  d 

*   A6ls,  i.  9.  -f-  Job,  xxxviii.  7. 
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S  F  R  M.  ^<?  gazing  up  into  heaven  .-     This  fijmff  ye/us 
^^ '  ■      'which  is    taken   up  from  you  into  heaven^ 
Jhallfo  come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  Jcen 
him  go  into  heaven  *,  ■<oi  - 

■•  ■  ■  "•  ^"^  *^ 
Such  were  the  circumftances  wW^fi 
accompanied  that  great  and  fignal  event 
of  Chrift's  afcenfion  into  heaven  ;  all  of 
them  very  fclemn  and  ftriking,  and  calcu- 
lated to  leave  a  deep  impreflion  on  the 
minds  of  his  difciples. Let  us  now  pro- 
ceed to  confider  the  ends  and  purpofes  of 
our  Saviour's  afcenfion,  as  far  as  they  are 
revealed  and  made  known  to  us  ;  and,  to- 
gether with  them,  the  effeds  which  ought 
thereby  to  be  produced  on  our  minds. 

In  the  {irft  place,  by  our  Saviour's  afcen- 
fion into  heaven,  it  was  made  to  appear 
that  the  great  defign  for  which  he  de- 
fcended  to  the  earth  w^as  completely  ful- 
filled. A  folemn  atteftation  was  thus  given 
by  God,  to  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  that 
great  facrifice  which  he  offered  by  his 
death  for  the  fins  of  the  world  :  It  was  de- 
clared  that,   in  con fideration.^fw the  -high 

•  Af^.s,  i.  10,  II.  n;  ■ 
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merits  and  jrenerous  fufferino-s  of  the  Son   S  E  R  M. 

XIV 
of  God,    pardon   and    grace    were   to    be 

extended  to  the  fallen  race  of  men.  There- 
fore, God  raifed  him  up  from  the  deady  and 
gave  him  glory  ^  that  our  faith  and  hope  might 

Jland  i)i  God, 

Hence  t!ie  afcenfion  of  our  Lord  is  to  be 
confidered  as  a  difplay  from  heaven  of  the 
olive  branch  to  mankind.  It  is  a  moft  au- 
guft  ratification  of  that  covenant  of  grace 
on  wliich  are  founded  all  our  hopes  of 
acceptance  with  God.  We  lay  under  the 
fentence  of  condemnation  as  an  offending 
guilty  race,  till  Chrift  undertook  our  caufe, 
and  by  his  refurreOion  and  afcenfion  proved 
that  he  fucceeded  in  what  he  had  under- 
taken. As  foon  as  he  was  received  up 
into  heaven,  and  fat  down  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  the  terrours  of  the  law  were 
withdravvn.  Antient  prophecies  were 
fuliilled,  which  reprefented  the  coming  of 
the  Mefliah  as  the  renovation  of  the  world, 

'  as  the  Jcra  of  declared  grace  and  peace  to 
mankind.  The  afcenfion  of  Chrift  was  the 
fignaV  of  his  triumph  over  all  the  powers 

'of  darknefs.  Long  they  had  meditated 
our   ruin,    and    maintained    the    reign   of 

'      •  "  6^  4.  idolatry 
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3  E  R  M.  idolatry  among  the  nations.  But  the  pe- 
■^^^*  riod  was  now  come  when  their  power  was 
to  be  overthrown.  When  Chrift,  as  it 
was  predicted  of  old  by  the  infpired 
Pfahnift,  afcended  up  on  higb^  he  led  cap- 
tivity captive^  and  gave  gifts  unto  men.  He 
then  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers  *. 
He  deftroyed  him  that  bad  the  power  of 
deaths  that  is  the  devil  \ ;  and  the  gifts 
which,  as  tokens  of  vid:ory,  he  beftowed 
among   his  followers,   were  no  lefs  than 

peace,  pardon,  and  eternal  life. While 

our  Lord's  afcenfion  thus  ferves  to  eftablifli 
our  faith  in  the  Gofpel, 

It  is,  in  the  next  place,  to  be  viewed 
by  us,  with  refped:  to  Chrift  himfelf,  as 
a  merited  reftoration  to  his  original  felicity. 
As  the  fon  of  God,  all  glory  belonged  to 
him  for  ever.  The  divine  nature  could 
neither  fuffer  any  real  depreffion,  nor  re- 
ceive any  additional  advancement.  But 
it  was  as  a  man,  that  he  appeared  and  aded 
on  earth  j  that  he  fuffered  and  died.  What 
he  had  done  in  that  charadler,  ent,itled  him 
as  a  man,    to  the  higheft  rewards.     Ac- 

*  Coloff.  ii.  15.  f  Heb.  if.  14*   » 

cordingly 
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cordinffly  it  is  in  this  view  of  merited  re-   SERM. 

.  .  XIV. 

compence,  that  his  afcenfion  and  exaltation 

at  the   right  hand  of  God,  is  always  fei 
forth  in  Scripture.     Becaufe  he  made  htm^ 
f elf  of  no  reputation^  and  took  upon  him  the 
form  of  afervant;  and  being  found  in  fafhion 
as  a  man^  he  humbled  himfelf  and  became 
obedient  unto  deaths   even  the  death  of  the 
crofs ;  therefore  God  hath  highly  exalted  him^ 
and  given  him  a  ?iatne  which  is  above  every 
name  ;  that  at  the  ?iame  of  fefus  every  knee 
fhould  bow — and  every  tongue  confefs  that 
fefus  Chrift  is  Lord,   to  the  glory  of  God 
the  father  *.• — In  this  conftitution  of  Pro- 
vidence, an   illuftrious  teftimony   was  de- 
figned  to  be   given   of  God's   regard   and 
love  to  eminent  righteoufnefs.    We  fee  Jefus^ 
as  the  Apoftle  fpeaks,  for  the  fifferitig  of 
death   crowned   with  glory   and  honour  "f . 
We  fee  fignal  pre-eminence  made  the  re- 
ward of  fignal  condefcenfion  for  the  fake 
of  mankind ;    and  felf-abafement  and  hu- 
miliation   made   the  road  to  glory.      We 
are  taught,  in  this  great  inftance,  that  God 
never  deferts  the  caufe  that  is  his  own,  nor 
leaves  worth  and  piety  to  be  finally  op- 

*  Ehilipp.  ii.  7,  3cc.  f  Heb.  if.  9. 

prefled ; 
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^J;^^^*  prefTcd  ;  though  for  a  while  he  may  allow 
trials  and  hardihips  to  be  undergone  by  th*e 
befl:  men.  No  perfon  could  appear  more 
negleded  and  forfaken  by  God,  than  our 
Saviour  was,  for  a  feafon,  when  in  the 
hands  of  his  foes.  Important  purpofes  of 
Providence  were,  during  that  feafon,  carried 
on  ;  but  as  foon  as  thofe  purpofes  were 
accomplifhed,  God  came  forth  in  fupport 
of  righteoufnefs  and  truth,  and  by  the 
high  honours  beftowed  on  Chrift,  eftablifh- 
ed  his  eternal  triumph  over  all  his  foes. 

While  we  thus  view  our  Saviour's  af- 
cenfion as  a  glorification  juftly  merited  on 
his  own  account,  we  cannot  but  on  our 
part  highly  rejoice  in  it  from  a  fenfe  of 
the  obligations  we  lie  under  to  him.  De- 
void of  every  juft  and  honourable  fenti- 
ment  muft  he  be,  who  partakes  not  with 
cordial  fatisfa€lion  in  the  fuccefs  and 
triumph  of  a  generous  benefa(ftor,  who 
for  his  fake  had  expofed  himfelf  to  much 
diftrefs  and  danger.  In  that  holy  facrament 
which  we  this  day  celebrated,  we  beheld  our 
bleffed  Saviour  defpifed  and  rcjeded  of 
men  ;  we  faw  him  treated  as  tlie  vileft  of 
malefador?,  led  to  the  hill  of  Golgotha 
'  '^-  \o  with 
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with  fcorn  and  contempt,  and  there  unidcr-   SERVI. 
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going  all  that  thecruelty  of  his  enemies  could 

contrive  to  infiid:.  All  this  we  heheld  him 
patiently  and  cheerfully  enduringforourfake, 

in  order  to  accomplifh  our  redemption. • 

Now,  when  at  his  next  appearance  we  be- 
hold fuch  a  glorious  revolution  ;  when  we 
behold  him  rifing  from  the  dead,  afcending 
into  the  higheft  heavens,  fitting  down  there 
at  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  all  things 
in  heaven  and  earth  made  to  bow  before 
liim,  fhall  not  we,  my  brethren,  with  thank- 
ful   and    devout    hearts,    partake  joyfully 

in   his  exaltation  and  felicity  ? Thou, 

O  divine  Benefador  !  O  illuflrious  Re- 
ftorer  of  the  loft  hopes  and  happinefs  of 
mankind  !  Thou  art  moft  worthy  to  be 
thus  raifed  above  all  beings.  Our  forrows 
once  were  thine.  For  our  tranfgrejfions 
thou  iLiert  hru'ifed ;  and  for  our  iniquities 
wounded.  Now,  in  thy  joy  we  rejoice  ; 
and  in  thine  honours  we  triumph.  We 
with  lifted  hands  will  ever  blefs  thee.  Pro- 
flrate  at  thy  feet,  we  will  join  with  all  the 
heavenly  hoft  in  celebrating  thy  praifes  ; 
in  alcribing  to  Hitn  fhat  loved  us^  and 
wafcd  us  from  cur  fins  in  his  own , bloody 
%,  ■"""■'      all 


200  On  the  Afcenfion  of  Chnjl, 

SERM.   all  power,   and  glory,   and  dominion  for 
ever  r         ^^' 

~  In  the  third  place,  Chrift  afcended  into 
heaven  that  he  might  a£t  there,  in  the 
prefence  of  God,  as  our  High  Prieft  and 
Interceflbr.  This  office  which  he  per- 
forms, was  pre-fignified  under  the  Jewifli 
difpenfation,  by  the  high  prieft  entering 
once  every  year,  on  the  great  day  of  atone- 
ment, into  the  holieft  place  in  the  temple, 
and  there  fprinkling  the  blood  of  the  fa- 
crifice  before  the  mercy-feat.  Bttt  Cbr'ift 
being  come^  an  High  Priejl  of  good  things 
^0  come,  by  a  greater  and  more  perfect  ta- 
bernacle not  made  with  hands  ^  neither  by 
the  blood  of  goats  and  calves^  but  by  his  own 
bloody  he  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  place^ 
having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us ;  he 
is  not  entered  into  the  holy  places  made  with 
hands  y  which  are  the  figures  of  the  true ;  but 
into  heaven  itftlf  novo  to  appear  in  the  pre- 
fence  rf  God  for-  us.'-^Tbere^  wo,  are  told,  he 
ever  liveth  to  make  intercefion  for  his 
people^.— Yi)^  his  appearing  in  the  human 
nature,  whil^  he   is  ading   as   interceflbr 

*  Ileb.  ix.   II,  1 2. '24.     Hcb.  vii.  25. 

for 
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for  mankind,  an  everlafting  memorial  is  SERM. 
prefented  to  the  Almighty  of  the  Re-  .^^^^^ 
deemer's  love  to  men.  That  facrifice  which 
was  offered  on  Mount  Calvary,  ftill  con- 
tinues to  afcend  before  the  throne ;  and 
that  blood  which  was  fhed  on  the  crofs, 
flows  for  ever  in  the  fight  of  God. 

Concerning  the  nature  of  this  Inter- 
ceflion,  which  our  Saviour  is  reprefented 
as  making  in  heaven,  and  his  continuing  to 
appear  in  the  human  nature  for  that  purpofe, 
I  am  aware  that  difficulties  and  objediions 
may  be  raifed  by  fome.  I  readily  admit,  that 
the  whole  dodtrine  revealed  to  us  in  Scrip- 
ture relating  to  the  incarnation  of  Ghrift, 
the  atonement  made  by  his  death,  and  the 
nature  of  his  interceflion  for  us  in  heaven, 
is  of  a  myfterious  kind.  It  is  what  we 
can  comprehend  in  a  very  imperfect  man- 
ner ;  and  when  we  attempt  too  particularly 
to  explain  or  difcufs  any  of  thefe  doctrines, 
we  are  apt  to  darken  counfel  by  words 
^without  knowledge  *. — Let  us  not  however 
imagine  that  the  myfterious  nature  of  thofe 
d.o<^rines  furnilhes  any  juft  objection  againft 

*  Job,  xxxriii,  2. 

the 
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the   fruth  of  the  Chriilian   revelation.     It 
mufl:  be  confidered,  that  this  revelation  pro- 
fefles  to  give  us  fuch  a  difcovery  of  the 
fpiritual  invifible  world,  and  of  the  admi- 
niftration  of  the  divine  government,  as  was 
proper  to  be  at  prefent  communicated  to  us. 
In  fuch  a  revelation  of  things  invifible  and^^ 
divine,  and  which  ftretch  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  human   knowledge    or  capacity, 
it  was  naturally  to  be  expedled  that  matters 
\^ould  occur  which  fliould  be  myfterious, 
and  incomprehenlible  by  us.      Indeed,    it 
w-ould  have  been  ftrange  and  incredible  if 
it  had  been  otherwife  ;  if  nothing  had  ap- 
peared on  fuch  fubjeds,  but  w^hat  was  level , 
to  our  apprehenfion. — In  the  prefent  ma- 
terial fyftem,  in  midft  of  which  we  live, 
and  where  the  objedls  that  furround  us  are 
continually  expofed  to  the  examination  of 
our  fenfes,  how  many  things  occur  that  arc 
myfterious  and  unaccountable  ?   The  philo- 
fopher,    age  after  age,    has   continued  his 
refearches   into   matter.      After  all  his  re- 
fearches,  will  he,  at  this  day,  refufe  to  ac- 
knowledge,  that,    in   material    fubflances, 
qualities  have  been  difcovercd,  powers  and 
properties  have  been  found,    which  it  is 

beyond 
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beyond  his  power  to  reconcile  to  tljie  com-   SERM, 
monly  received  laws  and  operations  of  mat-^  * 

ter,  and  which  he  cannct  bring  within  th^i. 
compafs  of  any  eftablifhed  fyftem  ancj 
theory?  Shall  this  philofopher  then,  who- 
finds  himfelf  fo  often  baffled  in  his  in- 
quiries, by  meeting  with  wonders  in  matter 
which  he  cannot  explain,  prefume  to  reje<Pt 
a  religious  fyftem,  merely  becaufe  in  treat- 
ing of  an  invifible  world,  and  the  admini- 
flration  of  government  there  carried  on 
by  the  Father  of  Spirits,  particulars  occur 
which  appear  incomprchenfible  to  him  ?— 
My  brethren,  let  us  be  a  little  mort;  humble 
and  fober  in  our  attempts  to  pliilofophife. 
Let  us  be  thankful,  that  having  received  a 
revelation,  which,  upon  rational  grounds, 
ftands  well  attefted  and  confirmed,  tha 
myfterious  dodirines  w*hich  occur  in  it  are 
all  of  them  fuch  as  to  be  perfedly  recon- 
cileable  with  godlinefs  and  virtue  j  li^y, 
fuch  as  have  a  diredl  tendency  to  promota 
the  moral  influence  of  virtue  on  the  lives 
pf  men  ;  and  to  bring  powerful  c9pr9lAtij9g , 
to  them  under  many  troubles.  >       ,Tw.^lwt3ii;i 
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SERjM.  .^^Xiiis^i§.  tf^nwrkably  exemplified  in  that 
^  _  -_  -  •_f  dodripe  of  which  we  are  now  treating,  of 
'"  the  office  pe^forined  by,  our  Lord  upon  his 

afcenfion  into  heaven.  A  mediator  and 
interceflbr  with  God,  is  what  moft  nations 
and  religions  have  anxioufly  fought  to  ob- 
tain. It  has  been  at  all  times  the  favourite 
wifh  and  hope  of  men ;  and  from  their 
earneflnefs  to  have  this  wifh  gratified,  they 
contrived  fome,  form  or  other  of  mediation 
and  interceffion,  on  which  they  refted ;  fome 
favourite  b^rg,'j^r- faint,  or  tutelary  fubor- 
dinate,  gcwJ,  .^rough  whofe  intervention 
they  foiight" to  obtain  favour  from  the  Su- 
preme Gov^rnour;,of,  ^he  univerfe.  This 
is  an  idea  which  Av^l^^d  prevailing  under 
mqft  of  the  mode*  o^Pj^ga^  worfhip.  Men 
were  generally  /ei^fibl,^  i;that  they  were 
guilty  of  ofFence%,aga^^(l  the  Deity;  that 
their  own  ferviees  were-,  iqfuiEcient  to  ap- 
peafe  him  ;  and  that  therefore  they  had  no 
title  to  expe<3;  his  favour,  unlefs  fome  me- 
diator of  higl^  ;m€r}t  was  to  efpoufe  their 
intereft.and  .plead'tfeeir  -caufQ. — — This  re- 
lief, w^}}ich.  the -bewildered  nations  fought 
after.  j,iv:|ain,^as  fully  afforded  us.  by  the 
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erofpel  of  Chrift.     A  real  mediator  is  there   S  E  R  M- 

•  XIV 

revealed,  invefted  with  fuch  charaders  as 

give  encouragement  and  fatisfadlion  to 
every  pious  worfliipper.  The  divine  nature 
of  which  he  is  poflefTed,  gives  infinite  merit 
and  efficacy  to  every  caufe  which  he  under- 
takes ;  and  his  poflefling,  at  the  fame  time, 
the  human  nature,  gives  us  the  juftefl 
ground  to  truft,  that  with  compaflion  and 
tendernefs  he  undertakes  the  caufe  of  man- 
kind. 

The  difcovery  therefore  of  Chrift's  acting 
as  our  Interccflbr  in  heaven,  is  in  the 
higheft  degree  favourable  to  religion  and 
virtue.  It  is  fo  far  from  being  a  dodrine 
repugnant  to  the  reafon  or  to  the  natural 
ideas  and  notions  of  mankind,  that  it  ac- 
cords, as  has  been  obferved,  in  the  general 
view  of  it,  with  what  has  ever  been  their 
wifli  and  their  hope  ;  and  the  evangelical 
difcovery  of  the  true  Mediator,  while  it 
banifhes  all  the  fuperftition  and  idolatry 
which  heathen  ignorance  had  attached  to 
a  mediatory  worfhip,  fulfils  to  Chriftlans 
every  purpofe  both  of  encouragement  and 
confolation.     It  encourages  the  humble  vir- 

VoL.  V.  X  tuous 
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SE^RM.  tfl^tls'  iiiarf;-'^#M=  might  be  apt  to  look  up 
with  diftruft  to  the  awful  Majefty  ot 
Heaven.  It  brings  confolation  to  the  pe- 
nitent returning  (inner,  from  the  beHef  that, 
unworthy  as  he  is  in  himfelf,  Chrift  the 
Saviour  is  worthy,  by  his  powerful  inter- 

ceffion,  to  procure  his  falvation. What 

plan  of  religion  could  have  been  given  more 
fuited  than  this  to  the  circumftances  of 
man,  in  hiS  prfefent  ftate  of  weaknefs  and 
infirmity  ?  What  more  animating  to  every 
fmcere  worfhipper  ?— Let  us  ftudy  to  do 
our  beft  ;  and  if  our  endeavours  be  faithful, 
and  our  hearts  be  upright,  we  have  an 
advocate  with  the  Father  in  heaven,  on 
whofe  interceffion  we  can  rely;  One  ivho 
is  dble  tofave  to  the  utterinojl^  all  who  come 
unto  God  through  h'tnf.  We  have  not  an 
high  priejl  which  ca?i?70^  be  touched  with  the 
feeling  of  our  iiifirmities ;  but  who  *was 
in  all  points  tempted  Tike  as  we  are^  yet 
••without  fn.  Let  us  therefore  come  boldly 
to  the  thro  tie  of  grace  ^  that  we  rndy  obtain 
mercy  ^  a  fid  fhd  ^ract  to  Mp  in  Uime  of 
^^eed*,  '  ;  -         r  .     : 

•  Heb.  yli.  25. —iv.  15,  16. 

'In 
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'     In  the  laft  place,  our  Saviour  afcendcd    &ERM. 
•into  heaven  in  order  to  exercife  there  the    ^JL^ 
office  of  our  King,  as  well  as  of  our  High 
Prieft  and  Interceflbr.     His  afcenfion  was 
a  folemn  inveftiture  in  that  royal  authority 
with  which  he  was  to  a£t  as  Head  of  the 
Churchy  till  the  end  of  time.     All  power 
in   heaven  and   earth    was   committed  to 
him.     In  token  of  his  being  the  Sovereign 
of  both  worlds,  in  triumph  he  rofe  from 
his  earthly  grave,  and  in  triumph  afcended 
into  heaven.      Therefore  let  all  the  hotfe  of 
Ifrael  know  ajfuredljy  that  God  hath  made 
bhn  both  Lord  and  Chrijl'^\     I  have  fet  my 
king  upon  7ny  holy  hill  of  Zion,     I  will  give 
him  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance^  and  the 
uttermof  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  pojfej/ion  f. 
This  view  of  our  Lord's  afcenfion  and 
exaltation  obvioufly  commands,    from  all 
Chriftians,    the   moft  profound    reverence 
and  fubmiffion.     No  longer  let  the  humble 
appearance  he  made  on  earth,  vilify  him  to 
pur  apprehenfion.     Never  let  the  coniide- 
ration  of  his  grace  and  goodnefs  as  our  In- 
terceflor  in  heaven,  be  feparated  from  the 
thoughts  of  that  awful  majefty  with  which 

,,  ?  *  Acls,  11.  36.  t  Pfalm  n.  6.  8. 

X  2  his 
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SERM.  his  afcenfion  clothes  him.  With  impunity 
vJ~.-^  none  can  offend  him*  If  all  the  heavenly 
hods  adore  him,  if  the  whole  univerfe  obey 
him,  what  muft  be  the  fate  of  thofe,  who, 
being  of  all  creatures  (he  moft  highly  in- 
debted to  his  goodnefs,  revolt  agaiuft  his 
n-overnment,  and  refufc  obedienqe  to  hi$ 
laws  ? 

But  while  with  awe  and  reverence  the 
afcenfion  and  regal  character  of  our  Saviour 
is  fitted  to  infpire  us,  it  communicates  alfo 
the  higlieft  fatisfaction  and  comfort  to  our 
hearts.  Let  the  chlUrcn  of  Z'lon  be  joyful 
hi  their  king  *.  They  have  a  Sovereign  to 
whofe  protedion  they  can,  with  firm  truft, 
commit  all  tliekrintereils  in  life  and  death. 
There  Is  no  tempt^^ipn,  under  which  his 
grace  cannot  be  fuificijspt  for  them  ;  no  dif- 
trefs,  from  which  it.  ,1^  BQt  jn  his  power  to 
deliver  them  ;  no  cj[arlq[^fs,.  .l>^t  1^^  can  en- 
lighten by  axay  fent  dowii^from  hisj^  eternal 
throne.     Lfii^  I ani,,avith  xm  orLvaysi'even 


beholds  and"  r^ark's   -^^h^^ever^i^  carried 
.on  throughou.t.all  his  d,omini,9i^Srf J%)  ferct 

•j'f:  ,.•  rralm  cxlix.  2.    -   "  f  Matth.  xxviil.  20. 

confpi- 
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confpiracy  can  efcape  his  view;  no  fraud  SEKM. 
of  wicked  men  or  evil  fpirits  can  bafiBe  his 
defigns.  I'ht  heathen  may  rage,  and  the 
people  hnagifie  a  vain  thing.  Kings  ef  the 
earth  may  fet  them/elves^  and  the  rulers  take 
coimfel  together  againjl  the  Lord  and  his 
anointed.  But  he  that  Jit  teth  in  the  heavens 
Jhall  laugh ;  the  Lord  Jhall  have  them  in 
derifien.  As  his  watchful  eye  is  ever  open 
to  obferve,  fo  his  almighty  arm  is  ever 
extended  to  guard,  his  chtfrch  -and  people. 
The  fame  characters  of  wifdom  and 
power,  of  juftice  and  mercy,  which  we 
afcribe  to  the  Providence  and  dominion  of 
God. the  Father,  belong,  in  :th€ir  fulleft 
extent,  to  the  kingdom  and  government  of 
Chrift  the  Son  of  God.  This  peculiar  fatif- 
faction  his  government  affords  us,  that  in 
the  mid  ft  of  fovereign  authority,  w^e  kno%v 
that  he  ftill  retains  the  fame  mild  and  com- 
paffionate  fpirit,  which  he  fhewed  as  our 
High  Prieft.  The  meancft  of  his  fubje£ls 
is  not  overlooked  by  him.  The  inhabitant 
of  the  moft  obfcure  cottage,  equally  as  the 
poirelTor  of  the  moft  fplendid  palace,  dwells 
under  his  proted:ion.  He  liftens  to 'the 
prayer  of  the  poor,  and  defpifes  not  the 

X3  fervices 


On  tht  Jfcenfion  of  Cbrifl, 

ferviceS  they  yield  him.  The  widow'sf 
mite  is  in  his  fight  an  acceptable  offering ; 
and  even  a  cup  cf  cold  water  given  to  a 
difciple  in  his  namc^  paffes  not  without  its 

reward. Hence  the   chara<Sters   of  his 

regal  adminiftration   cannot  be  better  de- 

fcribed  than  in  the  beautiful  language  of 

the  prophetical  Pfalmift  :  He  JIj  all  judge  the 

people  isjith  right eoufnefs^  and  the  poor  with 

judgment.      'The   righteous  Jhall  fiourijh   in 

his  days.     He  JJoall fave  the  children  of  the 

needy  ^  and  break  in  pieces  the  opprejfor.     He 

fhall  deliver  the  7ieedy  when  he  crieth ;  the 

poor  alfoy  and  him  that  hath  no  helper.     His 

name  fall  endure  for  ever.     It  fall  he  con-" 

tinned  as  long  as  the  fun.      Men  Jhall  be 

blejfed  in  him  ;  and  all  nations  fall  call  him 

bleffcd  *. 

We  have  now  unde^  feveral  views  con-.- 
fidered  the  afcenfion  of  Chrift,  and  the 
important  purpofes  which  were  anfwered 
by  it.  In  going  along,  I  have  pointed  out 
fome  of  the  chief  effects  which  ought  to 
be  produced  on  us  by  this  obje<fi  of  our 
faith.     Mu^h  more  might  be  faid.  on  this 

-^-■^  ■  '  fubjed^, 
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fubjei^,  did  the  bounds  of  a  difcourfc  permit  S  E  R  M, 
it.  One  improvement  of  the  fubje^  ,_^.^^ 
which  the  facred  writers  often  point  out, 
muft  not  be  forgotten,  Jf  y^  ^^  ^{f^^  is)ith.^ 
ChriJ}^  feek  tbofe  th'mgs  which  are  abpvs^ 
where  ChriJlfUteth  on  the  right  hafid  of  God,_ 
Set  your  affeB'ions  on  things  above y  and  nop 
on  things  on  the  earth  *.  A  certain  con^ 
formity  withChriil,  their  great  leader,  in  alj 
the  circumftances  of  his  hiftory,  is  in  Scrip?- 
ture  exaded  from  Chriftians^.  As  they 
muft  die  with  km  to  fin^  they  muft  rife 
with  him  unto  newnefs  of  life ;  and  wit}ihim 
afcend  in  heart  to  heaven,  aiid  dwell  ia 
their  affedions  where  he  is.  The  elevated 
hopes  which  Chrift,  by  his  refurred:ion  and 
afcenfion,  has  fet  before  us,  ought  to  infpire 
Chriftians  with  fuitable  elevation  of  fen- 
timent  above  this  prefent  world. — As  Chrift 
//  i?i  you  the  hope  of  glory  ^  let  every  one  who 
hath  this  hope  in  him^  P^^^if)'  himfelf  as 
Chrifl  is  pure  f .  Let  not  the  corrupt  plea^ 
fares  of  this,  world  debafe  you.  Let  not 
its  terrours  deje<5l  you*  ■  But  in  your  whole 
jccmdndl:,  let  that  dignity  and  equanimity 
^appear,  which  belongs-  to  thofe- who. have 

*■  CoIoiT.  iii,   I,  ;z,,  ^y     f   i   John,  ni.  3. 

•      ■  X  4  fuch 
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SERM.  fuch  high  connexions.  Chrift,  as  your 
"^^ZLi  forerunner^  hath  entered  into  the  higheft 
heavens  ;  Him,  it  is  your  part  to  follow, 
in  the  paths  of  piety  and  virtue.  In  thofe 
paths  proceed  with  perfeveranee  and  con- 
ftancy,  animated  by  thofe  wordij  xjf  your 
departing  Redeemer,  which  ought  ever  to 
dwell  in  your  remembrance  :  Go  to  my 
brethren^  and  fay  to  them^  I  afcend  unto  my 
Father  and  your  Father ;  to  my  God  and 
your  God,  In  my  Father  s  houfe  are  many 
manfons.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you, 
J  will  come  again  and  receive  you  to  myfelf 
that  where  Tam^  there  ye  may  be  alfo  *. 

*  John,  XX.  17.     xiv.  3,  3. 
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On '  a  peaceable  Difpofition,  ^   '^     „ 

^  it  be  pojjible^^  dT^  mmh''^'^Mie'tB'^tn-^ 
live pedceablf^fh'-dM \iBn.-'^'^  *"'^'*'' 

IT  cannot  but  occur  to  every  one  who   sERM. 

has  read  the  New  Teftament,  even  in  ^_ 
a  curfory  manner,  that  there  is  nothing 
more  warmly  and  more  frequently  incul- 
cated in  it,  than  peace  and  love,  union  and 
good  underftanding  among  men.  Were  a 
perfon  to  form  to  himfelf  an  idea  of  the 
iftate  of  the  chriftian  world,  merely  from 
reading  our  facred  books,  and  thence  in- 
ferring how  they  would  live  who  believed 
thofe  books  to  be  divine,  he  would  draw, 
in  his  fancy,  the  fairefl:  pidure  of  a  happy 

fociety  : 
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SF.RM.  foclefy  :  he  would  expert  to  meet  with 
nothing  but  concord,  harmony,  and  order ; 
and  to  find  the  voice  of  clamour  and  con- 
tention for  ever  filent.  '  But  were  fuch  4 
perfon,  fond  to  be  himfelf  a  witnefs  and. a 
partaker  of  fuch  a  blifsful  ftate,  .to  come 
amongft  us  from  afar,  how  miferably, 
alas !  would  he  be  difappointed,  when  U> 
the  adual  condud:  of  Chriftians  he  difco- 
vered  fo  little  correfpondence  wath  the  mild 
and  peaceful  genius  of  their  profeffed  reli- 
gion ;  when  he  faw  the  fierce  fpirit  of 
contention  often  raging  unreftrained  in 
publick  ;  and  in  private,  the  intercourfe  of 
men  embittered,  and  fociety  dlfordered  and 
convulfed  with  quarrels  about  trifles  ?  Too 
juftly  might  he  carry  away  with  him  this 
opprobrious  report,  that  furely  thofe  Chrif- 
lians  have  no  belief  ini  that  religion  they 
profefs  to  hold  facred,  feeing  their  practice 
fo  openly  contradids  it. 

In  order  to  prevent,  as  much  as  we  cat), 
this  reproach  from  attaching  to  ..us,  let  ijs 
now  fet  ourfelves  to  confider  ferioufly  the 
importance  and  the  advantages  .^^f  Jiving 
peaceably  izitb  all  men,-' — -This  duty,  may 
.^e  thought  by  fpme  to  poi^fs  a  low '  i*ank 

air^ong 
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among  the  ci^riftian  virtues,  and  the  phrafe   s  E  R  M. 
Si  peaceable  man^  to  exp-refs  no  more  than  a 
very  inferiour  character.    I  admit  that  gerl-r 
tlenefs,  candour,  ieniibility,  and  friendfhip%' 
exprefs  a  higher  degree  of  refinement  and. 
improvement  in  the  difpofition  ;  and  that 
a  good  Chriftian  ought  to  be  diftinguiflied 
by  acStive  benevolence,  and  zeal  for  reme- 
dying the  miferies  and  promoting  the  feli- 
city of  others.     But  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  the  love  of  peace  is   the    foundation 
of  all  thofe  virtues.     It   is  the  firft  article 
in  the  great  chriilian  dodrine  of  charity ; 
and  its  obligation  is  ftrid:,  in  proportion  a$ 
its  importance  is  obvious.     Biejfed  are  the 
peace-makers ;  for   they  Jloall  be  called  the 
children  of  God  \, — I  ihali  lirft  (he w  what 
is  included  in  the  precept  of  living  peaceably 
ivith  ail  men;  and  next,  what  arguments 
jreeommend  .our  obedience  to  this  precept. 

I.  This  precept  implies,  in  the  firft  place, 
H  facred  regard  to  the  rules  of  juflice,  in 
rendering  to  eve?y  man  what  is  his  due. 

*  Vide  dfconrTcs  *  P^  tlifjfe"  virtues   in   the  precciirng 

*"■■■'■        ;,        * 
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s  E  ^  M.   Without  this   firft   principle,  there  can  be 
.^.-^  .'_•   no    friendly   commerce    among   mankind. 
Juftice  is   the  bafis  on  which  all  fociety 
refts.     Throw  down  its  obligation,  and  at 
that  inftant  you  baniih    peace   from    the 
earth  ;  you  let   rapine  loofe,  and  involve 
all  the  tribes  of  men  in  perpetual  hoftility 
and   war.      To  live  peaceably,    therefore, 
requires,  as  its  firft  condition,  that  we  con- 
tent ourfelves  with  what  is  our  own,  and 
never  fcek  to  encroach  on  the  juft  rights 
of  our  neighbour ;  that   in   our  dealings, 
we  take  no   unfair   advantage  ;  but  con- 
fcientioufly  adhere  to   the  great   rule  of 
doing  to  others,  according  as  we  wifti  they 
fhould  do  to  us.     It  fuppofes  that  we  never 
knowingly  abet  a  wrong  caufe,  nor  efpoufe 
an  unjuft  fide,  but  always  give  our  coun- 
tenance  to  what  is  fair  and  equal.     We 
are  never  to  difturb  any  man  in  the  en- 
joyment of  his  lawful  pleafure  ;    nor   to 
hinder  him  from  advancing  his  lawful  pro- 
fit.     But  under   a  fenfe   of  our   natural 
equality,  and  of  that  mutual  relation  which 
conneds  us  together  as  men,  we  are  to 
carry  on  our  private  intereft  in  confiftency 
^sfcritk  what  is  requifite  for  general  order  and 

good. 
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good.      Retickr  tribute  to  nvhom  tribute  is   SERM. 
due  ]  fear  to  whom  fear  *y  honour  to  whom 
honour.     Covet  not-  what  is  thy  brother  s. 
Owe   no    man   any  thing y    but  tx)  love  ono 
xmothtr:'     ^^-^-i   .\.ii\L^  .^j 

^'fw^  tfie^^fecdnd  place,  the  duty  of  living 
pbkceaBiy,  ilbt  only  prohibits  all  ads  of 
open  irijirflice,  but  requires  us  carefully  to 
av6id  giving  unneceflary  provocation  or 
offeiice  to  others.  When  v^re  confider  from 
what  fmall  beginnings  difcord  often  arifes, 
and  to  what  aftonifhing  heights  from  fuch 
beginnings  it  will  grow,  we  will  fee  much 
caufe  to  watch  with  care  over  our  words, 
and  adions,  in  our  intercourfe  with  the 
world.  It  ought  to  be  an  object  of  atten- 
tion fo  to  behave  as  never  needlefsly  to 
exafperate  the  paflions  of  others.  In  par- 
ticular, we  are  to  guard  againft  all  improper 
liberties  of  fpeech,  and  contumelious  re- 
iledions  on  "berforis   and  charaders. 


W 


The  marirbf  peace  is  mild  in  his  demeanour, 
and  irionenfi ve  \ti '  his  difcourfe.  He  ap- 
pears,  to  defpife  nO  man.  He  is  not  fond 
Sf  contradidihg  atid  pppofirtg,  and  is  always 
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SERM.   averfe  td  cenfure  and  to  blame.     He  nevet 
^^-    .   ereds  himfelt*  into  the  charad:er  of  a  dic- 
tator in  Ibciety.     He  never  oflicioufly  feeks 
to  intermeddle  in  the  affairs  of  others,  nor 
to  pry  into  their  fecrets ;  and  avoids  every 
occafion  of  difturbing  the  good  will   which 
men  appear  to  bear  to  one  another.    ■    >■ 
Oppofite  to  this,  ftands  the  character  of  the 
man  of  unpeaceable  and  quarrelfome  fpirit; 
who,    himfelf  eafily    provoked    by   every 
trifle,    is  continually   offending   and    pro- 
voking others  by  the  hardinefs  of  his   be- 
haviour.    He  is  loud  in  his  cenfures,  po- 
fuivc  in  his  opinions,  and  impatient  of  all 
contradicflion.     He  is  a  hufy  body  i?i  other 
mens  matters ;  del'cants  on  their  charadlers, 
enquires  into  their  conduce,    and   on    the 
authority  of  his  ovv-a    fufpicions,    affigns 
what  motives  he  plcafes  to  their  actions. 
Into  the  violence  of  party-fpirit  he  never 
fails  to  enter  deeply  ;  and  confidently  af- 
cribes  the  word  principles  to  all  whp  differ 
from   him  in  opinion.  —  Such  perfans  are 
the  pefts  of  fociety,  and  the  troublers  of  all- 
good  order  in. human  life,     iM  every ^vtan^ 
Jiudj  to  be  qujcty  fays  the  h^o^Uy.a?idr^y4<^, 
t  1,3  his 
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his  own  buftnefs.     Who -art  thou  that  jud^ejl   SElR.M. 
another  mail  s  ferv ant  f     To  his  own  mafttr  .^_v\ 
bt  Jlandeth  or  falUth^ .  '.  '>*  nr'?:'i£f 

,  ,  ,   o? 

In  the  third  place,  the  ftudy  of  peace 
requires,  that  on  fome  occafions  we  fcruple 
not  to  give  up  our  own   opinion,  or  even 
to  depart  from  our  flrid:  right,  for  the  fake  of 
peace. — At  the  fame  time,  for  preventing 
miftakes  on  this  fubjed,    it'ls  iproper  to 
obferve,  that  a  tame  fubmiflibn  to  violence 
and    wrongs,  is  not  required  by  religion. 
We    are  not  to  imagine  that  the  love  of 
peace  Is  only  another  name  for  cowardice ; 
or  that  it  fupprefles  every  proper  exertion 
of  a  manly  fpirit.     The   expreffions   em- 
ployed in  the  text,  if  it  be pojjiblc^  as  much 
as  licth  in  you^  plainly  infinuate,  that  thete 
are  cafes  in  which  it  may  not  be  in  our 
power    to    live  peaceably    ivith    all    men. 
"Evtrj   man  is  allowed  to  feel  what  is  due 
to   himfelf  and  his  own  charadver,  and  is 
entitled  to  itipport  properly  his  own  rights. 
In  many  cafes'  the  welfare  of  fociety  re- 
quires  that  the  attacks  of  the  violent'  Ijie 
checked  an^  fefifted.—What  belongs  to  a 

*  t  Tbef.  iv".  1 1»     Rom.  xiv.  4. 

good 
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SERM,  good  and  a  wife  man  is,  to  look  forward 
y^^^^  coolly  to  the  effeifls  that  are  likely  to  follow 
the   rigorous   profecution   of  any   private 
rights  of  his  own.     If  thefe  appear  to  be 
pregnant  with  mifchiefs  to  the  foclcty  with 
which  he  is  connected,  in  a  much  greater 
proportion    than   any  advantage  they  can 
bring  to  himfelf,  it  then  becomes  his  duty 
rather    quietly   to   fufFer  wrong,    than  to 
kindle  the  flames  of  lafting  difcord.     But 
how  many  are  there,  who,  having  once 
begun  a  claim,  efpoufed  a  fide,  or  engaged 
in  a  controverfy,  are  determined  to  purfue 
it  to  the  laft,  let  the  confequenccs  be  what 
they  will  ?     Falfe  notions  of  honour  are 
brought  in  to  juftify  their  paflions.     Pride 
will  not  allow  them  to  yield,  or  to  make 
the  leail  conceflion,  when  the  true  point 
of  honour  would  have  led  to  generous  ac- 
knowledgments and  condefcenfion.     They 
never  make  the  firft  advances  to  returning 
reconciliation  and  peace.  They  are  haughty 
in  their  claims,  and  require  great  fubmifhon 

before     they    can    be    appeafed. The 

lover  of  peace,  on  the  other  hand,  looks 
upon  men  and  manners  in  a  milder  and 
fofter  light.     He  views  them  with  a  phllo- 

fophick, 
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fophick  or, rather  a  chriftian  eye.  Con-  SERM* 
fcious  that  he  himfelf  has  been  often  in  ^^  _'^ 
the  wrong  ;  lenlible  that  offence  is  fre-» 
quently  thought  to  be  given,  where  no 
injury  was  intended  ;  knowing  that  all  men 
are  liable  to  be  mifled  by  falfe  reports  into 
unjufl:  fufpicions  of  their  neighbours;  he 
can  pafs  over  many  things  without  difturb- 
ance  or  emotion,  which,  in  more  com- 
bullible  tempers,  would  kindle  a  flame. 
In  all  public  matters  in  which  he  is  en- 
gaged, he  will  not  be  pertinacioufly  adhefive 
to  every  meafure  which  he  has  once  pro- 
pofed,  as  if  his  honour  were  necefTarily 
engaged  to  carry  it  through.  If  he  fee 
the  paffions  of  men  beginning  to  rife  and 
fwell,  he  will  endeavour  to  allay  the  grow- 
ing ftorm.  He  will  give  up  his  favourite 
ichemes,  he  will  yield  to  an  opponent, 
rather  than  become  the  caufe  of  violent 
embroilments  ;  and,  next  to  religion  and 
a  good  confcience,  the  caufe  of  peace  and 
union  will  be  to  him  moft  facred  and  dear, 

Jn  the  fourth  place,  our  ftudy  of  peace, 
in  order  to  be  effedtual,  muft  be  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  nature.     It  muft  not  be. limited  to 

VoL.V.  r  thofe 
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SERM.  thofe   with    whom,   by  intereft,    by  gooi 
^^Yl  ■   opinion,  or  by  equality  of  ftation,  we  are 
connected.      Live  peaceably   ivith  all  metiy 
fays  the  Apoftle.      No  man  is  to  be  con-*, 
temned  becaufe  he  is  mean,  or  to  be  treated 
with  incivility  becaufe  he  is  one  in  whoni' 
w^^have  no  concern.    Even  to  thofe  whom 
we  account  bad  men,  the  obligation  of  liv** 
ing  at  peace  extends.     This  is  not  incon-rt 
fiflent  with  that  juft  indignation  which  we* 
ought  to  bear  agaiull- tljeir  crimes.   Without 
entering  into  any  ^p^„co«ned:ion   with- 
thetQi,   without^a^p^gi^g  them  to  b^  cur 
friends  and  companions,  it  iii. certainly  pof-f 
Ijble  to  live  amongft  them  in  a  peaceable 
manner.    Human  fociety  is  at  prefent  com-», 
pofed  of  a  confufcd  mixture  of  good  and 
evil  men  :  and  from  our  iinpericct  know-> 
ledge  of  charad:ers,  it  is  often  not  eafy  to  difn 
tinguifli  the  one  clafs  of  men  from  the  other.^ 
We   are   commonly  prejudiced   in  favour 
of  thofe  who  concur  with  us  in  our  modes 
ofxtVmking  ;    and  are  prone  to  look  witlv 
an  eyif  eye   on  thole  .jwho-  Gj,vcr  fi-Qm  i>^ 

fuppofed  blemifhes  of  thofd  with  whom  wfi 
filler  in  opinion  j  |i  the  heretipal-^pano.es 
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which  we  afcribe  t6  them,  or  the  bad  prin-  S  E  R  M. 
ciples  with  which  we  charge  them,  were 
fufficient  to  juftify  the  breach  of  peace,  very' 
iiltte-  harmonious    correfpondence    wouM 
rfemitrV'  toong  metii'  Appearances  of  i^t 
ligious'  25feal  have  bei^n  tbo  often  employe'd' 
to  cover  the  pride  and  ill-nature  of  turbu- 
lent perfdhs*?^- — The  rrfan  of  peace  will 
bear  with  many  whofe  opinions  or  practices 
he  diflikes,  without  an   open  and  violent 
rupture.     He  will'tbiifldetit  as  his  duty 
to  gain  upon  then^^^byttifldnefs,   and  to 
reclaim  them  as  faf  SJ^^H^  can  from  what 
is  evil,  by  calm  perfuafion,  rather  than  to"^ 
attempt  reforming  them  by  acrimony  and 
cenfurc-^-^i^^  Neither    indeed    is   it '  eVery 
man's  office  tt](*'fet^  lap  for  a  reformer  of 
the  world.     Every  man,  it  is  true,  is  bound 
to   promote  reformation   by  his  perfonal 
example.     But   if  he  aflume  a  fuperiority 
to  which  he  has  no  title ;  and,  with  rude 
and  Indifcreet  zeal,  adminifter  reproofs,  and 
thruft  himfelf  forward  into  the  concerns 
of  others,  %  is  likely  to  do  miich  Jmore 
huh  thari  good  ;  to  break' the  peace  of  the 
world,  without  dQihe:  fervice  tothe  cauf^^of 


true,  teli'^idfi. 
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On  a  peaceable  Difpofitioii. 

^RM.     If  it   thus  appears  to  be  our  duty  to  ex- 

^^^^ tend  our  ftudy  of  peace  throughout  the 

wide  fphere  of  all  who  are  around  iifi<fU 
will  naturally  occur  that  there  is  a  certain 
narrower  fphere  within  which  this  ftudy 
ought  to   be   particularly   cultivated  ;    to- 
wards all  thofe,  I  mean,  with  whom  Nature 
or  Providence  has  joined  us  in  clofe  union, 
whether  by  bonds  of  friendfhip,   kindred, 
and  relation,   or  by  the  nearer  ties  of  do- 
meftic  and  family  .conned ion.     There,  it 
moft  highly  coijgg^Q^  Qvery  one  to  put  in 
practice  all  ,the-g^fi§  ofijtjb^t  peaceable  and 
.amicable  behfiv,i,Qurj,jYfhiph;rI   before   have 
^defcribed  ;    to  guard  againfl:  every  occafion 
of  provocation   and  offence  ;    to  overlook 
accidental  ftartsofill  humour;  to  put  the 
moft    favouriiW^^,  in,t^prej^|ion  .  pn.  -yvordjS 
and   adions.  t;!  Jjr{\^f5clj^f}  that  .mea  ^re 
brought  tpgeth^^ j^l\^  ^  rni^  ^  unavoidably 
^mb^gat  times, ,  the,  mor^  ^oa  one  another. 
iThe  moft  delicate  I  attentions   are  requifite, 
^of.GOurfe,  for  preventing    tempers    being 
{ruffled,  and  peace  being  broken,   by  thofe 
•jilight  failingb  iVom  which  none  are  exempt. 
iiUlis  vv.ithin  the  ci^je  of  domeftic  life,  that 
.thfe-tbara^r  of  ,th?;rman  of  peap^  will  be 
YffVy  4  particu- 


On  d p^acUible  Bifpifuiw^  325 

particularly  diftinguiilied  a«  amiable;    afid    SE<RM, 
where  he  will  "moftMjonifortably  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  his  happy  dii'polition.    --fe*^^^  ;>>!»T^.?it 

'i^  1$A V i'l^ G  •  now  explained  the"  precept  in. 
the  text,  and  (hewn  what  is  included,  in 
living  peaceably  with  all  men,  I  come  nexx- 
'td"fuggeft  fome  confiderations  for  recoiitr 
mending,  this  peaceable  dirpofition.  .^^jniI^ 

•Lbt-us  recolJe^^  in  tliefirfl  place,  as  a 
bond  of  union  and-  peace,  the  natural  re- 
lation which  fubfifts  atnong  us  all  as  men, 
fprung  from  one  father,  connedied  by  one 
common  nature,  and  by  fellowihip  in  the 
fame  common  necediti^s  and  wants  ;-qon- 
nedted  as  Chriftians  clofer  ftill,  by  acknow- 
ledgment of  the'  fame  Lord,  and  partici- 
pation of  the  fame  divine  hopes.  Ought 
lefler  differences  altogether  to  divide  and 
eftrange  thofe  from  one  another,  whom 
fuch  ancient  and  facred  bonds  unite  ?  In  all 
other  cafes;' 'tfier^etiiembrance  of  kindred, 
or  brotherhood,  :pf  a  common  parent,  and 
common  family,  tends  to  foften  the  harfher 
feelings,  and  often  has  influence,  when 
feuds  arife,  to  ti>ek  and  overcome  the  heart. 

'tW.:)^  r^^  '     Why 


'.i'ji)ii 


^l6  On  a  peaceable  Dijpojltion, 

SERM.  Why  fliould  not  a   remembrance   of  the 

XV 
,^^.^^   fame  kind,  have  fome  efFeft  with  refpedt 

to  the  great  brotherhood  of  mankind  ? — ^*« 
How  unnatural  and  fhocking  is  it,  if,  on 
dccafion  of  fome  angry  expreflion  or  trifling 
affront  to  which  fudden  paffion  or  mif- 
taken  report  has  given  rife,  a  man  fhall  de- 
liberately go  forth  with  the  barbarous  pur- 
pofe  of  plunging  his  fword  into  his  brother's 
breaft  ?  What  a  reproach  to  reafon  and  hu* 
manity,  that  a  ridiculous  idea  of  honour,  de- 
rived from  times  of  Gothick  groifnefs  and 
ignorance,  fhould  ftain  the  annals  of  modern 
life  with  fo  many  tragical  fcenes  of  horror  ti 
"^^L^t  the  fentiment  of  our  natural  con- 
ne£lion  with  each  other  as  men,  difpofe 
us  the  more  to  peace,  from  a  reflection  on 
our  common  failings,  and  the  mutual  al- 
lowances which  thofe  failini'^s  oblige  us  to 
make.  A  fcnfe  of  equity  fhould  here  arife,  to 
prompt  forbearance  and  forgivenefs.  Were 
there  any  man  who  could  fay  that  he  had 
never,  in  the  courfe  of  his  life,  fufl"ered 
himlelf  to  be  tranfported  by  pafllon,  or 
j^iveh  juft  ground  of  offence  to  any  one, 
fuch  a  man  might  have  fome  plea  for  im- 
patience, when  he  received  from  others  un- 
?pfr  9 .  reafonable 


febfotiable  treatment.^  But  if  no  fuch  pet*  %^M 
fe£Hy  unexcepttonaWe  eharaftersare  to-b« 
fottfld,  how  urtjuft  Is- k  not  to  give  to  others 
thofa  allowances  vihkh  w«,  in  our  turji,  ^ufft 
^laijdfti tfrom- tbcm-J-r-To  our  own  failings 
w^rare")  always  blind.'  Our  pride  and  felfr 
cjDdaceitn render  us  quarrel  fome  and  conteii* 
tious,  by  nouriihing  a  weak  and- childiih 
ienfibility  to  every  faacied  point  of  our 
o.wn  hGnour/xrrrintfemftj^while.they  fhxjt  up 
all  regard  t6otbfi)hQiWB5!j9S  jjiftef  eft  of  our 
brethren.  From  jjhC^hlf  hx-egion  of  ima- 
ginary felf-eftimation, '  let  us  defcend  to 
our  own  juft  and  proper  level.  Let  us 
calmly  refled:  on  the  place  we  hold  in  fo- 
^iety,  and  onrsthei  ijuftice  that  is  due  Jto 
tHhers.  From  fueh  refledions  we  will  learn 
to  be  more  humble ;in  our  claims,  and  more 
-moderate  in  our  pr^tenfions ;  and  many  of 
the  caufee  of  aaioSofiiXyandiGOnteQUQaxmU 
die  awayi.;i;5vi^ioi*bnii  5DiT£i.:3dio^  jqmoTq 

b^^-LiETb  usidoafidei'^  inltheonext  place,  hew 
tri^ngiU^jd/'indoiifrdi^able,  ^ (for' the.  m oft 
,  piirtjVthe  cairfesTtaBce  ctfS  cbnJbent^oAaand^  dif- 
-«ord  amjDxig  naaniiad^iiindhovnninQh  they' 
'defcrvdilxniwxdsfBriocked :  by  the  .wife-z^K^ 
^ild^noUjT  T^  the 


3^8  On  a  peaceable  Difpofttioni^ 

SERM.   tke  good.    iWhenwe.^ view  the  eagernefa 
■^^*       with  which  contefts  are  agitated  in  focietyji 
and  .look  to  the  hitternefs  and  wrath  they 
fo  oft  occafion,  one  would  think  that  all 
were  at  ftake,  and  that  there  could  be  no 
life,  no  happinefs  on  earth,  unlelV  to  him. 
who  was  Yid;orious::ia-4he  'Conteft.  r  Ati^d 
yet'y'dii  how  few  inftances  has 'there  vteeri'       1 
any  juft  grount^iicarrithls  mighty  fermeni' 
of  fpirits  ?-r-. You  tha^tfe  been  flighted,  peE&<^' 
haps,  by  a  fuperioair  ;   you  have  been  un^  ' 
gratefully  treated   by  a  friend  ;   a  rival  has 
over-reached  you  by  fraud,   or  overcome 
yc^hj  more .  powerful  iintereft.     Amidft 
the  buftle  of  life,  amidft  the  interfering  and 
crofTing  of  various  purfuits.  and  interefts^  - 
are  not  fuch   incidents  to  be   expeded  by 
every  one  \     Ought  you  not  to  have  been 
prepared  for   encountering,  them   without 
pallion  or  violence,  as  evils  belonging  to 
the  ^omm<)n  ilot  of  humanity  ?     .As  light 
bodies  are  fhaken  and  torn  by  every  breath 
of  wind,  while   thofe  that  are  folid  refift 
the  blaft ;  fo  it  is  only  the  little  and  mean 
mind  that  lofes  pofTefEon  of  itfelf  on  every 
tricing  provocation }j£f^«dbik  a   great   and 
^u^  I  ipirit  kecpr  it&^^lace^  amd  rcfts  on  a 
-  uoY  bafis 
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balls  of  its  own,  unAaken  by  the  common    s  F  R  M. 
diftm-bances  of  life»--*-^Of  what  fmall  mo-    _JJ^ 
in^t   tO/iyouD  real  happinefs,   are  many  of 
thofe  injuries.jwhichvdraw  forth  your  re^' 
fentmentfiitK*rheyij-may  afFedl  in  ibme  de-»' 
gree/ your  ^worldly  interefts  ;  but  can  they 
afietjfc,  your  true  honour  as  a  man?    Can 
they  deprive  you  of  peace  of  confcience, 
of  the  fatisfa<ltion   of  having  aded  a  right 
parii  of  the  pleaQngvfeaie.of  being  efteemed 
byjinenf  and 'fthaj  hope :*of  being  re v<?arded  ' 
by  God,  for  youir  generofity  and  forgive- 
nefs  ?^ — In  the  moments  -of  eager  contention, 
all  is  magnified  and. diftorted  in  its  appear-' 
aace.     A   falfe  lights  is  thrown   on   every 
obje<5l.      Nothing  appears-  to    be  what  it 
really  is.     But  let  the  hour  of  violence  pafs 
over;  let  the.  comfe  of  time    bring    for- 
ward recolle€tion  and  calmnefs,  and  you  will « 
wonder  at  your  former  violence.     Objeds  ; 
which  once  wf  re  fo  ^formidable,  will  then 
have  difappearodu  fiiAJtiew  foene  hafriafcea'  • 
pljice  :  and  the  grounds-  •  of  'former  contcn^o 
tion  willfeem  asdreamsof  the'night,  which 
have  paifed  awayi-r—AiSt.  theu  now  the  pari  - 
of  a  raanv i  by  atiticTpating  that  period  ^f  * 
coolnefs,  which  time  will  certainly  bring.  * 

You 
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^ERM.  You  will  then  ceafe  to  break  the  peace  of 
^Y'  .  fociety  with  your  angry  contentionjg.'  You 
will  ihew  that  magnanimifty  which  belongs 
t6  thofe  who  depend  not  for  their  hap^ 
pinefs  merely  on  the  occurrences  of  the 
y/orld.  He  that  is  Jlow  to  arige)\  is  hettjep. 
than  the  mighty ;  and  he  that  ruleih  his  J^kiti 
than  he  that  taketk  a  city  %\Mo&' viM^^hMhr. 

fe  -f'ii^T  us  now  fcdwTider  the  different  con- 
jfdquences  of  a  contentious  fpirit,  and  of  a 
peaceable  difpofitiori,  with  refpedt  to  our 
liappinefs  and  enjoyment.  The  founda- 
tion of  happinefs  muft  certainly  be  iaid 
within  our  breafts.  If  one  be  pained  atld 
vmeafy  there,  external  circiimftances,  hdv\l* 
flourilhing  foever,  avail  him  nothing:  Arid 
"ifhat  feelings  are  more  uneafy  and  painful 
than  the  workings  of  four  and  angry  yjaf- 
fions  ?  Great  and  manifold  as  the  natural 
and  unavoidable  diftrefles  of  our  prefent 
ftate  are,  th<;y  are  fitiall  in  comparifon' of 
the  evils  which  met!  britig  upon  them- 
ffelves,  and  bring  upon  one  another,  by 
variance  and  difcord.  I  fpeak  not  now  of 
fubUc  calamities,  of  fadion.  and  ambition 
Jioq-t-a  .bi>fai:»f:^,^^;^rn  A^  ^^Au'i:>i*n 
gnmsi  raging 
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raging  throwgh  the^  t^ofld,  and  hoftile  SERI*; 
armies  laying  waftfe  the  earth  with  defola-  ._."^-._f 
tix>n  iind  biot)dfhed.  Confining  our  views 
folely  tO'ptivaife  ilfe,  hi^w  miferably  i^'  alt 
h^'cdftifofr^amd  order  d^ftroyed  by  thofei 
jealoufies,  feuds,  and  animofities,  that  fdf 
often    break  th6    peace    of    families,    tea^  ' 

afunder  the  bonds  of  friendship,  and  poifori 
all  that  fecial  intercourfe  which  men  were 
formed  to  Entertain  ^witii  /  one  another  \ 
From^  '^^  fnaali  chintz? Jwhi cJi  'ibme  rude 
hand  has  opened,  the  brtttfrr^aters  of  ftrife 
ealily  flow.  But  of  this-  wb  may  be  af- 
fured,  that  a  full  portion  of  their  bitternef* 
IJiall  be  tailed  by  him  who  has  let  theia 
forth.  Never  was  a.ny  man  a(3:ive  in  dif- 
quieting  others,  who  did  not  at  the  fame 
time  difquie^  himfolfocr^While  the  tempefl: 
which  he  has  raifed  may  be  burfting  on 
his  neighbour,  he  will  be  obliged  to  feel 
the  hurricane  raging  in  his  own .  breaft  i 
and  from  his  reftlcjirneft^,  irnpatiencs^  anii 
eagernefsjf  joined  with  a.i5xip<y3  trepiiJistiond 
and  fears,  NWJIL JS^ftQi^^i^ufF^nitrioifefthjiaTidl 
that  he  can  g)gi^  fcn  Mra^toeirfei^ijOflBiiijy 
Frorafij^gli^  p*tjaMif^ofatiBnjr!^:>mayi0f 
peace  is  free.     A  naiid^^.^^nruffled,  felf-pof- 

fefllng 


3  3  *  On  a  pmctahk  Dtfpojition, 

S E  R M.  felling" miiid  is'  a  bleflirt^' mdre  ifnportant 
^^^_^^  tb'real  feHcity^  thraix  all  that -can  be  gained 
by  the  triumphant  iilueV of  Ittoe-;  violent 
cbnteft.  Never  xvas  a  triiier  axibm  pro' 
nounced  by  any '  moutii  than  what  was- 
uttered  by  the  wife  man  of  old ;  Bctidr  is 
a  dinner  of  herbs  where  love  is,  thdit:^» 
fialled  ox  and  hatred  therewith  *.  With  a 
fcanty  provifidn  of  the  good  things  of  this 
world,  a  wife  iifjtriil:^^^  contented  and 
happy  ;  bijt  without  peat*-,  all  the  luxuries 

of '  ihc    rich    iofe  -  thek    relifh. While 

ainong  the  fons  of  ftri^fe  all  is  tempeftuous 
ahd  loud  ;  the   fmooth   ftfeam,  the  ferene. 
atmofphere,  the  frtild  zephyr,  are  the  propel* 
emblems  of  a  gentle  temper,  and  a  peAc^^i 
able  life.      Nor  is  this'  merely: a  poetical 
allufion.     The  ordinary   language   of  dif- 
courfc,  where  the  terms  are  ft>  often    em- 
ployed of  a  ftorm  of  paffion,  a  ealni  mind, 
a 'rough  or  a  fiery  temper,  plainly    fhew 
that  air 'hieii^1iL%'  fenfible  of  fome  analogy 
between  ^  peaceable  difpofition,  ^nd  thofe 
fcenes    of  external   nature    that    are   uni- 
verfally  agreeable  and  pleafant.     The  con-* 
dition  of  thofe  who  are  living  in  unity 


*  Prov.  XV.   17. 
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with  their  brethren,  is  likened  by  the  s  E  R  M. 
pfalmift  David /o  Mf  dew  of  Hermon  ;  the 
4pi^,,tfjat  defcended  on  the  mount  aim  of 
Z4on^  "where  the  Lord  cormnanded  the  blejf- 
;/z^/,  even^  life  fir  evermore  *. 
.  While  the  man  of  this  difpofition  is 
happy  within  hi mfelf,  let  it  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  he  is  at  the  fame  time  gaining 
on  all  around  him.  From  the  quarrelfome 
and  i;ude,^  all  mea  nat^ rally  recoil  \.^  and, 
except  when  neceifity  obliges  them,  avoid 
their  intercourfe*  But  the  lover  of  peace 
conciliates  general  good  will ;  and  is  both 
refpciSted  and  beloved*  Though  noabfo- 
kite  Security  caa  be.  devifed  againft  the 
malice  and  injuftice  of  the  world,  yet,  for 
the  moft  part,  it  will  be  found  that  there  is 
no  more  effectual  guard  againft  violence, 
no  furer  road  to  a  fafe  enjoyment  of  life, 
than  an  eftablifhed  character  for  benignity 
and  regard  to  peace.  The  man  of  .this 
charader,  if  unjuftly  atcg.cked,  will  hay^ 
many  to  defend  hi ai  and  take  his  part.  .Ir^ 
his  profperity  he  ,wiU  be  unenvied,  and^hi* 

misfortupes  jf}^,)^  ^te^ifif^^.  fffS^?] 
fympathy.g„,%,if  .,,^.  ^.j.,.   ^-^^^/^^  ^^ 

*  Pfalm  cxxxlii.   a.  i"-    ^' 

Let 
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SERM.       Let  u&  ^rtfider,  Hi'tlie  laft  place,  how 
ftrongly  the  precept  irti^her-tejtt  i's  enforced 
by   the   moft^  facred  religious  obligations. 
You  all  know  what  a  high  place  chanty, 
under  all  its  forms  of  meeknefs,  forbearance, 
and  forgivenefs,  pofleiTes  in  the  Chriftian 
fyftem.     To  bring  authorities   in   fupport ' 
of  this,  were  to  recite  a  great  part  of  the 
New  ,Teftament   before  j^^jpeft/^-^l-hi^'^G^dd^ 
whom  we  worfliip^  i$  krtoWh"  by  the  title' 
oi  the  God  of  J^ea^^^^-Wh^x.  evil  fpirit  who 
is.  oppofite  tx>  htia'^qj^vdefcribed   with   all 
the  characters  wthiclv  exprefs    malignity ; 
ibe  enemy,  the  accufct^  the  liar,  the  dejlroycr. 
When  Chrift  came  into  the  world  as  our 
Saviour,  he  is  ftykd  the  Prince  of  Peace.' 
The   bleflings  which    were    proclaimed  at 
his  birth  ^^xtypt^ee- upon  earth,  aft d  good- 
will towards  men. ^     The  whole  of  his  life 
was  one  continued  exemplification  of  all 
the  virtues  that  charatiierlze  the  meek,  tha 
peaceable,  and  forgiving  fpirit.     Never  was 
any  one's  temper  tried  by  fo  many  and  {o 
great  -  provocatronS;    never   did    any    one. 
retain,;  under-  thefe  provocations,    fuch    t. 
calm  .and.  unruffled  tenour  of  mind  ;  info- 
much  that  the  ApofllePaiil,  on  an  occafion 
\i^4;^..    w.  of 
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of  earned  intreaty  to  the  Corinthians,  be*   s  E  R  M. 
feeches  i\itTsx  by  the  meeknefs  aiid  gentle nefs 
of  Chic'ifty  as  the  moft  noted  and  well-knowOt. 
parta  of  his  qharadter  *.     What  can  be  faidi 
hlghcar-Qf  ao.y  virt;ue  than  that  it  is  the  quft^. 
lity,    littder  fhe  denomination   of   which 
the  Son  pf  God  chofe  to  be  known  when 
he  dweU  on  earth  ?     Let  us  add,  tliat  it  i». 
alfp  the  dlftingjuiihiog  character  of  God's 
owii  fpif|t« 7 '  The  Hol^  p;hoft  is  called  the" 
Spirit  of  peac€.     Meeknefs^  gentlejiefs^  and 
long  fiiffer'mgy    are  exprefsly   denominated 
his  fruits;    and  on-  a   certain   memorable 
ocq^fion,  his  appearance  \yaa  marked  with 
fignajs  that    exprefs   the   mild   and    quiet 
fpirjit  as  diftinguirhed  from  violence.   Whea 
Elijah  the  great  prophet  was  called   to   go 
forth   and  ftand  before  the  Lord,  behold,  a 
great  and  Jlrong   wind  rent  the  mountains^ 
but  the  Lord  ^  as  not  in  the  -wind;  and  after 
the  wind  Qfl  tarthqufikey  but  the  Lard  was 
ttQt  in  the  earthquake ;  and  after  the  earth-' 
quake   a  fire^  Md  the  Lord  'was  not  in  the 
fre.      After   that,  jhere  came  forth  a  fiilli 
fmall  voice.       When   .Elijah  heard  it,    he^ 
knew    the,  iymb^i- of  God's   {pint ^     he 

io  wrapped' 


^^^  On  a  feactabU  Difpojitiott* 

SERM.  -wrapped  his  face  In  bis  mantle^  and  wot- 
u  -,.  >j    fhipped*.  ,f)  ^i 

After  fo  many  teftimbnies  giveri  by  the 
facred  writings  to  the  high  importance  of 
a  meek  and  peaceable  fpirit,  what  ftiall  we 
think  of  thofe,  who,  in  their  fyftem  of 
religion^  make  flight  account  of  this  virtue  ; 
who  are  ready  to  quarrel  with  others  on  the 
moft  trifling  occalions ;  who  are  conti- 
nually difquieting  their  families  by  peeviih- 
nefs  and  ill-humour;  and  by  malignant 
reports,  raifmg  diflenfion  among  friends 
and  neighbours,  t  ^n  any  claims  to  found 
belief,  or  any  fuppofed  attainments  of 
grace,  fupply  the  defedl  of  fo  cardinal  a 

virtue   as   charity  and   love  ? Let  fuch 

perfons  particularly  bethink  themfelves  how 
little  the  fpirit  which  they  pofl^efs,  fits  them 
for  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  or  rather  how 
far  it  removes  them  from  the  juft  hope  of 
ever  entering  into  it.  Hell  is  the  proper 
region  of  enmity  and  ftrife.  There  dwell 
impeaceable  and  fiery  fpirits,  in  the  midft 
of  mutual  hatred,  wratli,  and  tumult.  But 
the   kingdom    of  heaven  is  the  kingdom 

*    I    Kings,  xix.   IT,   12,  13. 

of 
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bf  peace.      There,    chanty   never  faileth,    SEilM. 

There,  reigneth  the   God   of  Love ;  and 

m   his   prefence, .  all    the  blefled  inhabi- 

.'tants  are'of  (She'lieari:  ahd  one  foul.     No 

itnng  caii;  eVe^  be  heard  to  jar  in  that  ce- 

leftlaf  ^Mmoriy  5    and   therefore  the  con*- 

tentioas  and  violent  are,  both  by  their  own 

nature  and  by  God's  decree,  for  ever  ex- 

''cluded  from  the  heavenly  fociery. — As  the 

beft  preparation  for  thofe  blefled  manfions, 

let  us  for  ever  keep  in  view  that  direction 

given  by  an  Apoftle  ;  Follow  peace  with  all 

men^    and  hoUnefs^  ivtthout  ivhich  no   man 

Jhallfee  the  Lord"^,      To  the  cultivation  of 

amity  znd  peace  in  all  ourfocial  intercourfe, 

let  Us  join  hoUnefs ;  xhzH  is,  piety  and  active 

'virtue ;   and  thus  we  fhall  pafs  our  days, 

comfortably  and  honourably  on  earth,  and' 

at  the  conclulion  of  our  days,  be  admitted 

to  dwell  among  faints  and  angels,  and  to 

fee  the  Lord,       ., ,  "     \ 

VoL.V.  Z 
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SERMON    XV4_,,,, 

Oa  Religious  Joy,  as  giving  Strength  and 
Support  to  Virtue. 

::vni  nr,  ?,Ti, 


7'bejoy  of  the  Lord  isyourjlrengtb, 

SERM.  "VTEHEMIAH,  the  Governour  of  Jeru- 
^^^-  ^^  falem,  having  aflembled  the  people 
of  Ifrael  immediately  after  their  return 
from  the  captivity  of  Babylon,  made  the 
book  of  the  law  be  brought  forth  and  read 
before  them.  On  hearing  the  vs^ords  of  the 
book  of  the  law,  we  are  informed  that  all 
the  people  wept ;  humbled  and  caft  down 
by  the  fenfe  of  their  prefent  weak  and 
forlorn  condition,  compared  with  the  flou- 
rifhing  flate  of  their  anceflors.  Nehemiah 
fought  to  raife  their  fpirits  from  this   de- 

jedion  ; 


On  Religious  Joy^  '<^c,  ^^^ 

jedion  ;  and  exhorts  them  to  prepare  them-   9  E  R  M. 
felves  for  ferving  the  God  of  their  fathers 
with  a  cheerful  mind,ywr,  fays  he,  the  joy 
of  the  Lord  is  your  Jlrength, 

Abftraded  from  the  occafion  on  which 
the  words  were  fpoken,  they  contain  an 
important  truth,  which  I  now  purpofe  to 
illuftrate  ;  that  to  the  nature  of  true  re- 
ligion there  belongs  an  inward  joy,  which 
animates,  ftrengthens,  and  fupports  virtue. 
The  illuftration  of  this  pofition  will  require 
that  I  fiiould  fhew,  in  the  firft  place,  that 
in  the  practice  of  religious  duties  there  is 
found  an  inward  joy,  here  ftyled  the  joy 
of  the  Lord ;  and  in  the  next  place,  that 
this  joy  is  juftly  denominated  ihtjirengtb 
of  the  righteous. 

I.Joy  is  a  word  of  various  fignifieation. 
By  men  of  the  world,  it  is  often  ufed  to 
cxprefs  thofe  flafhes  of  mirth  which  arife 
from  irregular  indulgencies  of  focial  plea- 
fure ;  and  of  which  it  Is  faid  by  the  wif*  i^^' 
man,  that  in  fuch  laughter  the  heart  is'Jof-^ 
rowfuly  and  the  end  of  that  mirth  is  hea^ 
vlnefs*.     It  will  be  eafily  underftood  that- 

*  Vx&f.  xiv.  13. 

Z  2  the       ' 
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S  E  R  M.  the  joy  here  mentioned  partakes  of  nothing 
akin  to  this;  but^  fignifies  a  tranquil  and 
placid  joy,'  an  inward' complacency  and  fa- 
tisfadioa,  accompanying  the"  pra<ftice  of 
virtue,  and  the  difcharge  of  every  part  of 
our  duty.  A  joy  of  this  kind  is  what  we 
aflert  to  belong  to  every  part  of  religion ; 
to  charadlcrife  religion  wherever  it  is  ge- 
nuine, and  to  be  effential  to  its  nature. — la 
order  to  afcertain  this,  let  us  confider  the 
difpofition  of  a  good  man  with  refpedt  to 
God ;  with  refpect  to  his  neighbours  ;  and 
with  j-efpedt  to  t,bj?.go,yerr\p}pnt.of  his  own 
mind.  ^^  "^o    -'  ■-T-.'^'-TT'i 

When  we  confider  in  what  manner  re- 
Hgion  requires  that  a  good  man  fhoulJ 
ftand  affected  towards  God,  it  will  pre- 
fently  appear  that  rational  enlightened  piety 
opens  fuch  views  of  him  as  muft  commu- 
nicate joy.  It  prefents  him,  not  as  an 
awful  unknown  Sovereign,  but  as  the 
Father  of  the  univerfe,  the  Lovtr  and  Pro- 
testor of .  righteoufnefs,  under  whofe  go- 
vernment all  the  interefts  of  the  virtuous 
are  fafe.  -With  delight  the  good  man 
traces  the  Creator  throughout  all  his  works, 

and 
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and  beholds  them  every  where  refledlng  SERM* 
fome  image  of  his  fiipreme  perfe£lion.  In  ^^^' 
the  morning  dawn,  the  noontide  glory,  and 
the  evening  fliade  ;  in  the  fields,  the  moun- 
tainsj  and  the  flood,  where  worldly  men 
behold  nothing  but  a  dead,  uninterefting 
fcene  ;  every  object  is  enlivened  and  ^ani- 
Tnated  to  him  by  the  prefence  of  God. 
Amidfl  that  divine  prefence  he  dwells  with 
reverence,  but  without  terrour.'  Confeious 
of  the  uprightnefs  of  his  own  intentions, 
•and  of  the  fidelity  of  his  heart  to  God,  he 
confiders  himfeif,  by  night  and  by  day,  as 
under  the  prote<fJtion  of  an  invifible  guar- 
dian. He  lifts  up  his  eyes  to  the  hills  from 
nvhence  cometh  his  aid;  and  commits  him- 
feif without  diftruft  to  the  Keeper  of  Ifra^l^ 
-who  never  f  umbers  nor  feeps.  He  liftens 
to  the  gracious  promifes  of  hisword.  With 
comfort  he  receives  the  declarations  of  his 
mercy  to  mankind  through  a  great  Re- 
deemer ;  in  virtue  of  whofe  atonement  pro- 
vifion  is  made>for  pardon  to  human  infirm- 
ities, and  fori  our  reception  in  the  end 
into  a  happier  world.  All  the  various  de- 
votional exercifes  of  faith  and  truft  in  God, 
a,ll  the  cordial  efi'ufions  of  love  and  gratitude 
Z  %  to 
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S  E  R  M.  to  this  Supreme  Benefa£lor  in  the  ads  of 
^^'  prayer  and  praife,  afford  fcope  to  thofe 
emotions  of  the  heart,  which  are  of  the 
moft  pleafing  kind ;  and  which  diffufe  a 
gentle  and  foftening  tendernefs  over  the  af- 
fections. In  a  word,  a  truly  pious  man, 
who  has  always  before  him  an  objed  fo 
fublime  and  interefting  as  this  great  Father 
of  the  univerfe,  on  whom  his  thoughts  can 
dwell  with  fatisfaction,  may  he  truly  faid 
to  partake  highly  in  they'oy  of  the  Lord. 

But  it  may  here  be  objedled,  are  there 
no  mortifications  and  griefs  that  particu- 
larly belong  to  piety  ?  What  fhall  we  fay 
to  the  tear  of  repentance,  and  to  that  hu- 
miliation of  confeflion  and  remorfe,  which 
may,  at  times,  be  incumbent  on  the  moft 
pious,  in  this  ftate  of  human  infirmity  \ — 
To  this  I  reply,  firft,  that  although  there 
may  be  feafons  of  grief  and  dejedion  in 
a  courfe  of  piety,  yet  this  is  not  inconfiftent 
with  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  being,  on  the 
■whole,  the  predominant  character  of  a 
'good  man's  ftate  ;  as  it  is  impoffible  that, 
•  during  this  life,  perpetual  brightnefs  can 
'remain  in  any  quarter,  without  fome  dark 
^^ud«  But  I  muft  obferve  next,  that  even 
^^-  the 
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the  penitential  forrows  and  relentings  of  a  S  E  R  M 
pious  heart,  are  not  without  their  own 
fatisfadions.  A  certain  degree  of  pleafurc 
is  mingled  with  the  tears  which  the  return- 
ing offender  (heds,  in  the  hours  of  com- 
pundion  ;  the  ingenuous  contrition  that  he 
feels,  relieves  his  heart,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  gives  pain.  If  we  attend  to  the 
workings  of  human  nature  on  other  oc- 
cafions,  we  fhall  find  that  it  is  no  unufual 
thing  for  a  fecret  myfterious  pleafure  to  be 
mixed  with  painful  feelings.  This  we  all 
know  to  be  the  cafe  in  thofe  exercifes  of 
pity  and  commiferation  to  which  we  are 
led  by  fympathy  with  the  afflicted.  We 
grieve  and  are  pained  for  their  diftrefs  ; 
yet  we  choofe  to  indulge  that  grief;  fatif- 
fadlion  is  felt  in  the  indulgence ;  and  we 
are  unwillingly  feparated  from  the  obje(ft 
which  has  occafioned  this  painful,  but 
tender  fympathy.  A  mixture  fomewhat 
fimilar,  of  pleafure  and  pain,  takes  place  in 
the  fentiments  of  penitential  forrow,  which 
good  men  fometimes  feel.  In  the  midft 
of  their  diftrefs,  they  are  foothed  by  an 
internal  confcioufnefs,  that  they  are  affe(9:ed 
as  it  becomes  them  to  be  ;  that  they  feel 
Z  /^  /  ^ 
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SERM.   as  they  ought  to  feel;  and  they  are  gra* 
^^^'      dually  relieved  by  the  hope  riling  in  their 
breaft,  of  finding  mercy  and  acceptance  with 
their  Creator  and  Redeemer,     Where  the 
mind  is  properly  inftruded  in  religion,  it 
5vill  not  long  be  left  in   a  ftate  of  over- 
whelming dejection,    but    will    return   to 
tranquillity,  and  repoiT^fs  again  the  joy  of 
.  the  Lord,    :>i-i  .-^s^Mj^M  «^iiiii£5i44,:J^^^!^A/ 
li.  i, -;:■:-  ^ij£l^  -^ikw  =^ri(ik  _/j,i3ilj  avoi^uDT-iJi! 
'    When  we  confider,  next,  the  difpofition 
of  a  good  man  towards  his  fellow-creatures, 
we  ihall  find  here  the  joy  of  the  Lord 
exerting  its  influence  fully.     That  mild  and 
benevolent  temper  to  which  he  is  formed 
by  virtue,  and  piety  ;  a  temper  that  is  free 
from  envious  and  malignant  paflions,  and 
that  can  look  with  the  eye  of  candour  and 
humanity   on   furrounding  charaQers,  is  a 
conftant  fpring  of  cheerfulnefs  and  ferenity. 
Indeed,  if  there  be  joy  at  all  in  human  life, 
it  is,  perhaps,  in  this  ftate  of  the  mind  that  it 
is  mod;  fenfibly  felt,  and  felt  with  the  leaft 
check  or  allay.  It  is  truly  faid,  to  the  wicked 
there- is  no  peace.     In    proportion   as  any 
one  of  the  bad  paffions  predominates  in  the 
{jfcaft,  it  never  fails,  in  the  farne  proportion, 
':"*  tQ 
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to  corrode  the  heart,  and  to  fhed  over  all    SERM, 
the  comforts  of  life  a  poifonous  and  bane-      ^^^' 
ful  influence.     Whereas  all  thofe  exereifes 
of  friendfhip,  compalfion,  and  generofity, 
which  are  eflential   to  the  difpofition  of  a 
virtuous  man,  are  to  him  lively  enjoyments 
of  pleafure  in  themfelves,  and  increafe  the 
fatisfadion  which  he  taftes  in  all  the  other 
innocent  pleafures  of  life.     He  knows  that 
he  enjoys  them  along  with  the  good-will 
and  the  bleffings  of  all  to   whom  he  has 
fludied  to  do  good.     When  he  can  cheer 
the  dejeded  or  gladden  the  forrowful,  he 
is  cheered  and  gladdened  himfelf.     If  his 
circumltances  allow  him  not  to  do  all  the 
good  he  wiflies  to  have  done,  yet  in  the 
confcioufnefs  of  good  intentions  there  is 
always  an  inv/ard  fatisfadion  ;  and  in  thofe 
leffer    offices    of   kindnefs    and    humanity 
which  are  within  the  fphere  of  every  man 
to   perform,    he  enjoys    innumerable   oc^ 
cafions  of  being  pleafed  and  happy,- rt^r'.^?  ti 
nv/  3i'A  OPS  ji^)i  vidiiff-H}  ^nnrm 
With  refped  to  that '  part  of ^religidri 
which  confifts  in  the  government  of  a  ma.n-s 
own  mind,  of  his"  paffions  and  "d 6 fires,  it 
jnay  be  thought  that  much  joy.ismot^'to  be 

e^^peded* 
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S  E  R  M.    expelled.     For  there  religion  appears   to 


XVi. 


lay  on  a  fevere  and  reftraining  hand.  Strict 
temperance  and  felf-denial  are  often  requi- 
fite ;  and  much  is  on  fome  oceafions 
abridged,  of  what  is  apt  to  be  reckoned  the 
full  and  free  enjoyment  of  life.  Yet,  here 
alfo  it  will  be  found,  that  theyoy  of  the  Lord 
takes  place.  To  a  perfon  juft  reclaimed 
from  the  excelTes  of  fenfual  indulgence, 'the 
reftraints  impofed  by  virtue  will,  at  firft, 
appear  uncouth  and  mortifying.  But  let 
him  begin  to  be  accuftomed  to  a  regular 
life,  and  his  tafte  will  foon  be  rectified,  and 
his  feelings  will  change.  In  purity,  tem- 
perance, and  felf-government,  there  is 
found  a  fatisfa<Stion  in  the  mind,  fimilar  to 
what  refults  from  the  enjoyment  of  perfect 
health  in  the  body.  A  man  is  then  con- 
Jfcious  that  all  is  found  within.  There  is 
nothing  that  gnaws  his  fpirlt  ;  that  makes 
him  afhamed  of  himfelf;  or  difcompofes 
his  calm  and  orderly  enjoyment  of  life. 
His  confcience  teftiiies  that  he  is  ading 
honourably.  He  enjoys  the  iatisfadtion  of 
being  mafter  of  himfelf.  He  feels  that 
no  man  can  accufe  him  of  degrading  his 
character  by  bafe  pleafures  or  low  pu.rfuits  ; 

and 
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and  knows  that  he  will  be  honoured  and   SERM. 

XVI 
efteemed   by  thofe  whofc  honour  and  ef- 

teem  he  would  moft  dcfire ;  all  which  are 

fenfations  moft  pleafing  and  gratifying  to" 

every  humaa  heart. 

.  From  this  flight  Iketch  it  plainly  appears, 
that  there  is  an  inward  fatisfa^tion,  juftly 
termed  the  joy  of  the  Lord,  which  runs 
through  all  the  parts  of  religion.  This  is 
a  very  different  view  of  religion  from  what 
is  entertained  by  thofe  who  confider  it  as 
a  frate  of  perpetual  penance  ;  to  which  its 
votaries  unwillingly  fubmit,  merely  from, 
the  dread  of  punifhment  in  hell  ;  and  who 
bargain  for  the  rewards  of  another  world, 
by  a  renunciation  of  all  that  is  agreeable 
or  comfortable  to  man  in  this  world.  Suck 
conceptions  of  religion  are  contradicted  by 
the  experience  of  every  truly  virtuous  man, 
and  are  directly  oppoiite  to  the  views  of 
religion  given  us  in  the  word  of  God ; 
wherein  its  ways  are  termed  ways  of  plea-' 
fantnefs  and  paths  of  peace  ;  'and  where  we 
are  aflured  that  hi  the  keeping  of  God^s 
comrnands^  there  is  an  immediate  ^/"^^ 
reward* ,  a'-dI  10  r;3j;ui^>,n'';  :iiiA  '(d  vjftimxA)' 

But 
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•SflRM.        But  what  it  concerns  us  at   prefent  to 
s,^,,^^,^   remark   is,  that   fome   experience   of  this 
Joy  of  the  Lord  which    I   have    defcribed, 
enters  as  an  effential  part  into  the  charadler 
of  every  good  man.     In  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  his  goodnefs,  to  his  improvement 
and  progrefs  in  virtue,  will  be  tlie  degree 
ot  his  participation  in  the  pleafure  and  joy 
of  religion.     But  wherever  fuch   pleafure 
is  entirely  unknown  ;  wherever  there  is  no 
fatisfa6tion  and  delight  in  the  difcharge  of 
virtuous    duties,  there    we  are  obliged  to 
conclude,  that  religion  does  not  fubfift  in 
its  genuine  ftate.     It  is  either  a  fandimo- 
^ious  fhow   merely ;  a  forced  appearance 
of  piety    and   virtue,  tindtured,    perhaps, 
with  fome  deep  fhades  of  fuperftition  j  or, 
at  beft,  it  is  religion  in  its  mod  weak  and 
imperfecl  ftate.     It  is  deficient  in  the  re- 
generation of  the  heart.     The  man  himfelf 
5s  in  a  divided  and  hovering  ftate,  between 
two  oppofite  principles  of  adlion  ;    partly 
afFe(9tlng  to  be  obedient    to    God's    com- 
mands,   and  partly  a  flave  to  the  world. 
The  truth   and  importance  of  this  obfer- 
vationwiil  more  fully  appear,  when  we  pro- 
feed  to  what  was  propofed  for  the   • 

114 
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lid  Head  of  difcourfe, — to  ftiew  in  what   SERM. 
reipedts  the  joy  of  the  Lord   is  juftly  faid 
to  be  tbejire?igth  of  the  righteous. 

In  the  firft  place^  it  is  the  animating 
principle  of  virtue  ;  it  fupports  its  influence, 
and  aflifts  it  in  becoming  both  perfevering 
and  progreflive.  Experience  may  teach  us 
that  few  undertakings  are  lafting  or  fuc- 
cefsful,  which  are  accompanied  with  no 
pleafure.  If  a  man's  religion  be  confidered 
merely  as  a  tafk  prefcribed  to  him,  which 
he  feels  burdenfome  and  opprefTive,  it  is 
not  likely  that  he  w;ill  long  conftrain  hiniT 
felf  to  a6t  againft  the  bent  of  inclination. 
It  is  not  until  he  feels ^  fomewhat  within 
him  which  attrads  him  to  his  duty,  that 
he  can  be  expected  to  be  conftant  and 
zealous  in  the  performance  of  it.  Was  it 
ever  found  that  a  perfon  advanced  far  in 
any  art. or  fiudy,  whether  of  the  liberal  or 
mechanical  kind,  in  w^hich  he  had  no  plea-^ 
fure,  to  which  he  had  no  heart,  but  which^ 
from  motives  merely  of  intereft  or  fear, 
he  was  compelled  to  undertake  ?  Is  it  then  to 
be  thought  that  religion  will  prove  the  only- 
exception  to  v/hat  holds  fo  generally,  and 

will 
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s  E  R  M.  will  continue  an  aduating  principle  of  con- 
^^^-  dud,  whether  we  love  it  for  its  own  fake, 
or  not  ?  It  is  true,  that  a  fenfe  of  duty  may 
fometimes  exercife  its  authority,  though 
there  be  no  fenfations  of  pleafure  to  affift 
it.  Belief  of  thofe  religious  principles  in 
which  we  were  educated,  and  dread  of 
future  punifhment,  will,  in  cafes  where  no 
ftrong  temptation  aflails  us,  reftrain  from 
the  commiffion  of  atrocious  crimes,  and 
•-  produce  feme  decent  regularity  of  external 
condud.  But  on  occafions  when  incli- 
nation or  interefl  prompt  to  fome  tranf- 
greffion  of  virtue,  which  fafety  or  fecrecy 
encourages,  and  which  the  example  of  the 
world  feems  to  countenance;  when  the 
prefent  advantage  or  pleafure  appears  to  be 
all  on  one  fide,  and  no  fatisfadion  arifes 
to  counterbalance  it  on  the  other ;  is  it  to 
be  thought  that  confcicnce  will  then  ftand 
its  ground,  with  one  who  never  was  at- 
tached to  virtue  on  its  ^wn  account,  and 
never  experienced  any  joy  in  following  its 

didates  r But   thefe  are   the  occafions 

when  the  joy  of  the  Zor^/ proves  xhtjirength 

of  the  righteous  man.     Accuftomed  to  take 

pleafure  in  doing  his  duty  ;  accuftomed  to 

I  look 
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k)ok  up  to  God  with  delight  and  com-  SERM. 
placency,  and  to  feel  himfelf  happy  in  all 
th(i  offices  of  kindnefs  and  humanity  to  mea 
around  him ;  accuftomed  to  rejoice  in  a 
clear  confcience,  in  a  pure  heart,  and  the 
hope  of  heavenly  blifs  ;  he  cannot  think  of 
parting  with  fuch  fatisfadlions  for  the  fake 
of  any  worldly  bribe.  There  is  fomething 
within  his  heart,  that  pleads  for  religion 
and  virtue.  He  has  feen  their  beauty  ;  he 
has  tafted  their  fweetnefs  :  and  having  fuch 
pleafures  within  himfelf,  to  oppofe  to  all  the 
pleafures  of  fm,  he  is  enabled  to  maintain 
his  integrity  inviolate  ;  or  if  in  any  degree 
he  has  deviated  from  it,  fpeedy  remorfe  is 
awakened,  and  he  cannot  be  fatisfied  with 
himfelf  till  he  returns  back  to  the  right 
path.  Thus,  through  the  joy  of  the  Lordy 
religion  becomes  in  him  the  fpir'it  of  love^ 
and  power  ^  and  of  a  found  mind  *.  It  is  the 
peace  of  Gody  which  paffeth  underjianding, 
keeping  his  mind  and  heart '\.  It  is  the 
path  oftbejujiy  which  is  as  the  lights  fhining 
more  and  ?nore  unto  the  perfeSi  day, 

1"^  the  next  place,  the  joy  of  the  1^61^ 
is  tXicJlrength  of  the  righteous,  as  it  is  their 

•  2  Tim.  i.  7.  t  Philipp.  iv.  7. 

great 
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xv/^'  5^^^^  fupport  under  the    difcouragements 
and  trials  of  life.  "  Ih-  the   days  of  theii" 
eafe  and  pfofperity,  it  guards  them,  as  has 
been  ihewn,    againft   the;  temptations  i  of 
vide ;  and  in  the  general  tenour  of  con* 
du(^,  attaches  them  to  the  fide  of  virtue : 
and   when  the  evil  days  come,    whereia 
they-    {hall    have   no   pleafure    from    the 
world,  it  fupplies  them  with  pleafures  of 
another  kind,  to  preferve  them  from  itn-» 
proper  defpondericyj  or  from  entering  into 
evil    courfes   for    the    fake   of  relief. — A 
good   man's  friends  may  forfake  him  ;  or 
may  die,  and  leave  him  to  mourn.     His 
fortune  may  fail,  or  his  health  decay.  -Ca*^ 
lumny  and  reproach  may  unjuftly  attack 
his  charadef/'    flfliidrcumftances    of  this 
kind,  where  vvdfldly  men  become  peevifh, 
difpirited,  and  fretful,  he  who  is  acquainted 
with   the  pleafures  of  religion  and  virtue, 
can  pofTefs  himfelf  fcalm  and  undifturbed. 
He  ha$  refources  within  unknown  to  the 
world, -whenee  light  ar-ifis  to.  hhn  in  dark^ 
n^fi,  ;-FfOni  the  gloom  or  turbulence  of  ex-r 
t^rnal  tiTvils  he  can.  retreat,  to  the  enjoyment 
of  iiis  6,wn^  mindi     la  the   exercife^  of 
deVofion.,.  his'  heart  isclevatedi    and   the 
c^e8-*of  the  world  ai'e  forgotten.     In  his 
13  regular 
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regular  difcharge  of  all  the  fecial  duties  of  ^1*^,^* 
life,  he  finds  chcerfulnefs  and  pleafurc.  u.  »y',j 
Hence  his  temper  is  not  foured.  He  ac- 
cufes  neither  God  nOr  man  for  the  un- 
avoidable misfortunes  of  life.  He  fubmits 
with  patience  to  the  common  lot  ;  looking 
forward  with  good  hope  to  better  days  5 
retaining  always  honourable  thoughts  of 
God's  providence,  and  fentiments  of  can- 
dour^ towards  men.-— In  this  manner,  his 
experience  of  the  joy  of  the  Lord  becomes 
his  Jlretigth ;  as  infufing  into  his  mind  a 
principle  of  firmnefs  and  ftability,  and 
enabling  him,  in  every  ii^u^tiqn  of  fortune, 
to  continue  the  f^meifi  tfrff^f'. 

'^I'Trom  the  view  which  we  have  no\f 
taken  of  the  lubjedl  it  muft  clearly  appear, 
that  to  every  one  who  wilhes  to  poflefs 
the  fpirit,  and  to  fupport  the  charad:er  of 
genuine  goodnefs  and  virtue,  it  is  an  obje<fi 
moft  delirable  and  rimportant,  to  acquire  a 
prevailing  reliih  for:  the  pleafures  of  reli* 
gion.  As  this  is  a  moft  important  object, 
fo  alfo  it  is  an  attainable  onfe  by  every  man 
whofe  intentions  are  fmcerely  upright,  for. 
kt  it  be  remesibered,  that  the  joy  of  the 
•  -  Vol.  V;"'i  •  ;r      A  a  l^rd. 
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S  E  R  M.   Lord,  which  I  have  defcrlbed  as  tbejirength 
of  the  righteous,  is  not  to  be  under  ft  cod  as 
a  privilege  belonging  only  to  faints  of  the 
higheft  order,  who*  can  aifuredly  truft  to 
their  being  the  chofeh  of  God.     It  is  not 
to   be  underftood  of  high   raptures,    and 
tranfports  of  religious  fervour.     It  is  not 
even  confined  to  the  fole  pleafures  of  inter- 
courfe  with  God  in^evotion  ;  though  af- 
furedly  thefe  -conftitute  one  great  part  of 
the  joy  of  th^  Lord,  and  are  auxiliary  ta 
its  exercife  on  every  other  occafion.     The 
joy  of  the  Lord  is  to  be  underftood  of  that 
joy,'Wl?ich  accompanies  the  whole  of  reli- 
gious and  virtuous  pradice  ;    that  fatisfac- 
tion  which  a  good  man  feels  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  duty,  which  accompanies  the 
performance  of  all  the  offices  which  be- 
long to  the  ftation  of  life  in  which  he  is 
placed.;  whether  thefe  be  of  a  public  na- 
i*lilie.,^Qr^  private  5  focial  arid  domeftic,  or 
relating  particularly  to  the  exercifes  of  reli- 
gious woriliip  and  devotion,  ^jir.w  -^im.  u; 
To  attain  this  fpirit,  of  confidering  the 
•difchai-ge  of  our  duty  as  our  pleafure  and 
.happinefs,_  Jf^ji^rtainly    not  incompatible 
with  our  prefent  ftate  of  infirmity.     It  is 
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no  more  than  what  good  men  have  often  s  E  R  M. 
attained,  and  have  teftified  of  it ;  that  their 
delight  was  in  the  law  of  God;  that  his 
Jlatutes  were  fweet  to  their  tajie ;  that  they 
bad  taken  them  as  an  heritage  for  every  for 
they  were  the  rejoicing  of  their  heart.  I 
delight  to  do  thy  will,  0  my  God ;  thy  law  is 
within  my  heart  *. — According  to  the  pro- 
ficiency which  men  have  made  in  virtue, 
will  be  the  degree  of  fatisfaftion  which 
they  receive  from  the  performance  of  it : 
but  where  no  pleafures  or  fatisfadlions  of 
this  kind  are  known,  men  have  much 
ground  to  diftruft  their  pretenfions  to  god- 
linefs  or  chriftianity. 

It  is  therefore  of  high  importance,  that 
all  proper  means  be  employed  to  form  our 
internal  tafte  to  a  proper  relifh  for  this  joy 
of  the  Lord.  For  it  is  not  to  be  dif- 
fembled,  that  much  is  againft  us  in  our 
endeavours  to  have  our  difpofition  formed 
for  relifliing  virtuous  pleafures.  We  breathe 
in  this  world  a  fort  of  vitiated  air,  very 
unfriendly  to  the  health  and  foundnefs  of 
all  our  moral  feelings.  From  our  earlieft 
youth  we  are  bred  up  in  admiration  of  di^ 

•  pi*,  xl.  8.     cxix.  III. 

'^^.  A  a  2  ■  external 
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SERM.  external  advantages  of  fortutie';  and  are 
j__^y^  accuftomed  to  hear  them  extolled  as  the 
only  real  and  fubftantial  goods.  "Wdmuft 
therefore  begin  by  ftudying  to  correct 
thefe  falfe  ideas,  and'  perfuading  ourfelves 
"that  there  are  other  things  befides  riches, 
honours,  and  fenfual  pleafures,  that  are 
good  for  man;  that  there  are  joys  of  a 
i^ritual  and  intelledual  nature,  which  di- 
re6tly  2^ffe(3:  >tl;i€  mind  and  heart,  and 
which  confer  a  fatisfadion  both  more 
refined  and  more  lafting  than  any  worldly 
circumilances  can  confer.  In  order  to  have 
a  fair  trial  of  the  value  and  efte6l  of  thofe 
^  fpiritual  enjoyments,  we  mufl:  forbear  pol- 

luting ourfelves  with  grofs  and  guilty  plea- 
fures ;  we  muft  even  refrain  from  indul- 
ging worldly  pleafures  that  appear  innocent, 
in  a  profufe  and  intemperate  degree,  left 
they  fenfualize  and  debafe  our  feelings. 
By  preferving  a  wife  and  manly  tempe- 
rance in  lower  pleafures  and  purfuits,  wc 
will  then  allow  thofe  of  a  higher  kind  to 
occupy  their  proper  place  ;  and  (hall  be  in 
a  fituation  fairly  to  compare  the  pure  fen- 
fations  of  pleafure  which  arife  from  the 
confcioufnefs  of  difcharging  our  duty,  with 

the 
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the  tranfient  and  turbid   gratifications  of  SE  RM. 
fm   and  the   world.     To  fiich  endeavours   ^J^ 
ef  Qurown,  for  redifying  and  improving 
f^t  taftcc^^f  pleafure,  l^t  us  join  frequent 
aad  fervent  prayer  to  God,  that  he  may  ^ 
enlighten.. aijd  reform  our  hearts;  and  b^r 
his  fpirit    communicate   that   joy   to   our 
fouls,  which  defcends  from  him,  and  which 
he  has  annexed  to  every  part  of  reUgion 
and  vinucia3;the^r^«^//6  of  the  righteoufy^^ 
3iom    rijod  ,no!^5^x;l3^t.-i^ ,  T8n;0D    fhytAiy. 
/(bhow  vni.  ni«il  ^jniflfil  '^lom   hns  b^/rr'or 

Mojii  io  jj'jfi')  l)f»-#*4£Y:.a/fJ  io  fxihJ  iixil  $, 

_.Hi^   iillJi    «;Sll/k3iq   i3v/oi?  ni> '^af}£i* 

.,  .....  j'^ii'gid  i* -io  .'^iorfi  wplifi  ii^n:r.jiiy>^j 
uijSta^pjiiifil  hilt .  \  ?t3;iig  if)qoiq  T{3|fj  ^9^^"?^ 
-iirti  v-u.q,,ait3  3TcqaiQD  o3  vi^ifi-  noiJ^i^5;^>^ 


i>Wia:t5i.  .  ..'^  .!fvy^;.o    1.";. -fjtiom-  <»u  -eliio^ 

©ft 'to  Fdtft  WtH^  W?f(irdlhW*4i<^^ 

^^'ilW iuT4SVj«fti  laibicbHlfiafiokii]  Visti^''^^'^ 
1    COKINTH.    111.    19.        ^  , 

Thtwi/dom  of  tbls^^^^ki^'is  fooiyhnefs  with 

11      .:.-.  to    sbiii^    3fii   8£  |)ri^bi'i/io,. 

S  F,  R  M.  T^HE  judgment  which  we  form  of  our- 
XVJI.  X  fgiyes,  often  differs  widely  from  that 
which  is  formed  of  us  by  God,  whofc 
judgment  alone  is  always  conformable  to 
the  truth.  In  our  opinion  of  the  abilities 
which  we  imagine  ourfelves  to  pofTefs, 
there  Is  always  much  felf-fiartery ;  and  in 
the  happinefs  which  we  expert  to  enjoy  in 
this  world,  there  is  always  much  deceit. 
As  there  is  a  worldly  happinefs,  which  God 
perceives  to  be  no  other  than  concealed 
mifery ;  as   there    is    a   worldly  honour, 

which 
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which  in  his  eftimation  is  reproach ;  fo,  as  SERM. 
the  text  informs  us,  there  is  a  wifdom  of 
this  worlds  which  is  fooltfhnefs  with  God^^ 
AfTuredl)!?  there  is  nothing  in  which  it  im- 
^rts  us  more  that  our  judgment  Ihould 
agree  with  the  truth,  than  in  what  relates 
to  wifdom.  It  is  the  qualification  upoa 
which  every  man  is  inclined  to  value  him- 
felf,  more  than  on  any  other.  They  wha 
can  with  patience  fufFer  imputations  on 
other  parts  of  their  chara^jter^  are  ready  to 
lofe  their  temper,  and  to  feel  fore  and  hurt 
when  they  are  attacked  fipin  defisiency^  ifi 
prudence  and  judgment. ,'  Wifdom  is  juftly 
cortfidered  as  the  guide  of  conduct.  If 
any  capital  errour  fhall  .take  place  refpefting 
it;  if  one  fhall  miftake  that  for  wifdom 
which  at  bottom  .  is  mere  folly  ;>  fuch  a 
miftake  will  pervert  the  firft  principles  of 
conduct,  and  be  perpetually  mifleading  a 
man  through  the  whole  of  life, — As  the 
text  plainly  intimates  that  this  miftake  does 
often  take  place  in  the  worW,  and  as.  1| 
materially  concerns  us  all  to  be  on  ouf 
guard  againft  fo  great  a  danger,  I  {hall 
endeavour  to  fhew,  firft,  what  the  nature 
and  fpirit  of  that  ^wifdom  of  the  world  is, 
fi  A  a  /^  which 
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RERm.   which  is  here  condemned  ;  and  next,  kt- 
,   what  fenfe  and  on  what  account  it  is  ftyled 
fooHjhiefi  with  Godi^^^'-^' -  'C?iM.  .^^^^WirV^A  , 

wifdom.  which  is  reprobated  in  the  text  as 
fooUfhnefs   with   God.      It    is   ftyled  tne- 
^^ifdom  of  this  "world  i  that':|!i|^^'Oi€l%ifdoni 
"W^hich  is  moft  current,  and  moft  prized  ^. 
this  world  ;  the  wifclom  which  particularly 
diftinguifhes  the  character  of  thofe  who 
are  commonly  kno-Wrn  iry  the  name  of  men 
of  the  world,    it^  nlrftiatid  moft  noted  dif- 
-tindlion  is,  i^itd  fe^^urfuits  are   confined 
(tntircly  to  the  temporal  advantages  of  the 
hftOirldi'    Spiritual  bleflings,   or  moral-  im* 
•pTdVements,  the  man  of  this  fpirit  reje(fts  as 
a   fort    of  airy  unfubftantial    enjoyments, 
"which  he  leaves  to  the  fpeculative  and  the 
fimple  ;  attaching  himfelf  wholly  to  what 
'  he  Reckons  'ibe^'orilv^  fol id  goods,  the  pof- 
'fefiioa'of  rich^  ariti  influence,  of  reputa- 
tion and  pow<:r-^-  together  with  all  the  con- 
^veniencies    and  '  pleaftires    which    opul^t 
taak  or  ftationcan  procurel^"^'^^   '^'^'■'^^       '-. 
-^'•itt  p^itiil-of  thefe  fiVouriie  fedds,  he  is 
^iltit  Ai^ttid^^J^ft J^riipulous  'aiS^'t^  his  choice 
3A^^  of 
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of  meai^s^    If;  h^e ,  iprefer. .  thpfe  ; which  are   s  E  li  M. 
the;  fairefljt it  isj  ^ot, begaufe  they  are  fair,     ■^^^'• 
but  becaufe  they  feen\>,t;9:  him  moft  likely 
to  prove  fuccefsful.     He  is  fenfible  that  it 
.i^^,X%  ly^^j;jirger|^ft  tp.  preferve  decorums, 
;^ud  Jtp^,/(^ai}|}  ivy.^}lj.ii>^.,thc  public  opinion. 
J^i^.^p  is  feldoiif,^-3n  openly  profligate 
.j|^q„,pr^fnar^4il^  any  glaring  enorr^ities 
f^f  i;^C(i>^u4t^]^jZ^,j^hia  refpea,  hi§  ^Gharader 
,4i,gevSrt(f9n^  tha;  ^cpjtj^Qfe  who.  are  com- 
mjonly  -  call^4  f^jf^oTO/fi^/^^fj/^^/-^,, ,.  ;Thera  he 
confiders  as  a  thoug^4^£^:€Wy -^^^dj  who 
are^the.yidiins  of,  p^fl^oa  and  momeqtary 
J^putfe.  ,Jhef thorough  bred  9>aQ,^9^,4JAe 
,-^pr)4  i$,more  fl:ea4y,^^4  J.^gi^^ar.in^sp.ur- 
f^its.     He  is,  fp^.^hp,  tnoft  part,  cor^pofed 
in   his   manners,,  and  decent  in  his  vice^. 
He  will  often  find  it   expedient  to  be  ^f- 
teemed  by  the  wojid  as  worthy  and  goQ4. 
But  to  be  thought  good,  ,aafwers  his ^pur- 
pofe  much^  better  thap,  /iibjecting  himfelf 
|Q,,,lpecome  really  fuch ;  a^Lfi-iwh^t  he  cjigi 
9onceal  from  the  world,  he,  cpncieivies  ^o^^^ 
the  fame  as  if  it  had  ^cver  been, ,..     -Let 
me   here   remark  iu  jailing,  tljat  the..clii^ 
rader  which  I  am  now  defcribing,  is  one 
lefs  likely  to  be  reclaimed  and  reformed,  than 

that 
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s  fi  R  M.  that  of  thofe  whom  I  mentioned  above  as 
the  men   of  pleafure.     With  them,    vice 
breaks  forth  in  occafional  fits  and  ftartsjt 
with  the  other,  it  grows  up  into  a  hardened 
and  confirmed  principle.     In  the  midfl  of 
the  grofs  irregularities  of  pleafure,  circugv*^ 
fiances  often  force  remorfe  on  the  finder'ai 
mind.      Moments  of  compundion   arife,; 
which  may  be  fucceeded  by  conviction  and 
reformation.     But  the  cool  and  temperate 
plan  of  iniquity,  on  which   the   man    of 
worldly  wifdom  proceeds,  allows  the  voice 
of  coufcience   to    be  longer  filent.     The 
alarm  which  it  gives,  is  not  fo  loud  and 
violent  as  to  awaken  him  at  once  from  his 
evil  courfes,  and  inflantly  to  prepare  hii^ 
fbr  a  better  mind.    ,    >    •  . .    •  j-   . 

The  man  of  the  world  is  always  a  mart 
of  felfifh  and  contracted  difpofition.  Friends, 
country,  duty,  honour,  all  difappear  front 
his  view,  when  his  own  intereft  is  in  quef- 
tion.  He  is  of  a  hard  heart ;  he  choofes 
indeed  to  be  fo,  left  at  any  time  the  un- 
guarded efFufions  of  kind  affections  fhould 
carry  him  beyond  the  line  of  worldly  wif- 
dom. The  more  thoroughly  that  the  fpirit 
of  the  world  has  taken  pofTeffion  of  him, 
\^^  the 
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the  circle  of  his  afFciftions  becomes  always   SEJIM. 
the   narrower.    •  His  family   will   perhaps    J^^^  '^ 
find  place,  as  confle£ted  with  his  own  im- 
portance, and  with  his  plans  either  of  powet 
ot  wealth  ;' but  all  beyond  that  circle  are 
excluded  from   any  particular  regard.     It 
is  his  great  principle  never  to  embark  fe* 
rioufly  in   any  undertaking,    from  whicb 
he  forefees  no  benefit  likely  to^  redound  t6 
himfelf*     Public  fpirk  he  confiders  dther 
as  a  mere  chimera  created  by  the   fimple^ 
or  a  pretence  employed  by  the   artful  idt 
their   own   purpofe.     Judging  of  the  reft 
of  the  world  by  what  he  feels  within  him- 
felf,  he  proceeds  oti  the  fuppofition  that 
all  men  are  carrying  on  interefted  defigns 
of  their  own,  and  of  courfe  is  ever  dn  his 
gustrd  againft  them.     Hence,  to  the  Cor- 
dialities  of   friendfhip  \  he    is    an    entii'e 
ftranger ;  too  much  wrapt  up  in  himfelf^ 
indeed,  to  be  a  friend  to  any  one ;  and  if 
his  prudence  reftrains  him  from  being  ait 
open  and  violent  enemy,  yet  h6  is  alwa^ 
an  utiforgiving  one.        '  m^^mk t  '^^bhmr^ 
Candour,    opennefs,    and'  'fihipiieity'^fiF 
manners,  ate  ridiculed  by  th6  man  df  'this 
defcription,  as  implying  mere  Ignbraric'^  6f 

the 
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the  world.  Art  and  addrefs  are  the  qua- 
Jities  on  which  '  he., -^alti#8,  himfelf.  .,  F^j 
the  mod  part,  he  would  choofe  to  fupplan% 
a  rival  by  intrigue,  rather  than  to  oye|-q9^^ 
him  by  fair  oppofition.  Indeed,  wh^t,nie^ 
call  policy  and  knowledge  of  the  .  world,  ^j^ 
commonly  no  other  thing  than  difllmulatipUt 
^d  infmcerity.  The  world  is  a  great  fchoc^ 
where  deceit  in  all  its  fornis  is  one  of  tl>c 
leiTons  that  is  firfl  learned,  and  moll  eagerly' 
caught  by  fuch  i^s-'^pif^,  tpi  be  proficients 
i^' worldly  wifdom.  - ,  ,Ai  j^^ai^  of  the  world, 
iji-fiiort,  is  one,;^hp,  mpo/ij^ny  caii  of  i^- 
t£^ft,  .flatters, and  deceives ij^-oxiijVwhof^Qa^^ 
fmile  in  your  face, jjwhilp,}ie,  4s  contriving 
plans  for  yourruj/^j  ^^o,  upon  no  Of^; 
cafion,  thinks  of  what  is,  right,  or  fit,  or 
honourable  ;  but  only  of,whatj|&  exped^l^l 

p4^ftM^Jiiii^^j  ii^i^j..ioL%  Bu  ami 

^?jJji^4XETt4iW^l^the  n^ore  fuUy.pi^  llMr 
delineation  of  tjiis  character,  that  each  of 
us  might  karn  whether  there  be  any  fea- 
ture in  it  that  applies  to  himfelf;  as  it  is  a 
^]iara(^er.  to9  fre^q^gLqijtlx  ,9^et ,  with ,  in  the 
W^h.-^^  fto^i-llfW^F^ifeiftv^reljy  xeprp? 


^W^d 
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whether  fuch ''a''dhara6ler  as  I  have  de-  s  F.  R  ^. 
icribed  be  In  any  refpe(ft  an  amiable  one? 
Is'' the  man  of  th*e  World,  poliftied,  and 
plaulibie,  airtd ■  "courtly/  as.in  his  behaviour 
h'^ttitfy'Be^'^6ff6?'X\' horn  you  v^^ould  choofe 
for  ^^Hii^p^iori'  and  bofom-friend  ?  WouM 
ybii'^fi^^hi'm  for  a  fon,  a  brother,  or  a 
htifband  ?  Would  you  reckon  yburfelf  fafe 
in  confiding  your  mterefts  to  hinl,  (3r  en- 
truftlng  him  with  your  fecrets?*  Nay,  let 
me  aik,  if  he  be  oHfe^hfefmiil  your  hearts 
you  refpecSt  and  honour  T"  'His  (hrewdnefs 
and  abilities  you  may  {perhaps  admire  j 
ftand  in  awe  of  him  you  may  ;  and,  foi^ 
the  fake  of  advantage,  may  wifh  him  to  be 
oh  your  fide.  But  could  you  honour  him 
as  a  parent;  *or^  Venerate  him  as  a  magif- 
trate;  or  would  you  'wifh  to  live  under 
him  as  a  fovcreign  ?  Of  what  real  value 
then,  let  me  afk,  is  that  boafted  wifdom  of 
the  world,  which  can  neither  conciliate 
love,  nor  produce  truft,  nor  comraatid  in- 
ward refpedt  ^i-^-i^i — ^ At  the  fame  time,  I 
admit  that  t^' 'mkn -of  the  1  world  may  Be^a^ 
man  of  very  eonfiderable  abilities.'  fHei 
*tiay  difplay  talents  of  many  different  forts. 
Befides  art  and  fagacity,  Ii£  may  poilefs 
.    ■/.'..  c  genius 
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SERM.  genius  and  learning;   he  may  be  dlftin* 
*— -v^   guifhed  for  eloquence   in   fupporting   his 
pwn  caufe  ;  he  may  have  valour  and  cou- 
rage to  defend  himfelf  againft  his  enemies. 
■ But  obferve,  I  entreat  you,  a  confe- 


quence  that  follows.  You  fee  in  this  in- 
ftance,  that  the  moft  diftinguiflied  human 
abilities,  w^hen  they  are  feparated  from 
virtue  and  moral  worth,  lofe  their  chief 
eminence  and  luftre,  and  are  deprived  of 
all  valuable  efficacy.  They  dwindle  into 
defpicable  talents,  which  have  no  power  to 
command  the  hearts,  nor  to  enfure  the  re- 
ipeQ;  and  honour  of  mankind.  Let  it  be 
carefully  obferved,  and  always  remembered, 
that  integrity,  probity,  and  moral  worth, 
are  eflentially  requifite  to  give  the  ftamp 
of  real  excellence  to  any  powers  or 
abilities  which  the  human  mind  can  pof-^ 

fefs. Having  now  confidered  the  nature 

and  effe£l  of  worldly  wifdom  with  refpe^ 
to  men,  let  us  inquireyV^^\!^>^^^  v.  .^?^,- 

II.  How  it  ftands  with  refpefl:  to  OxsA, 

It  is  faid  iu  the  text,  to  ht  fooliJlDnefs  with 
Cod.  It  is  fo  in  three  refpeds  :  It  is  con- 
temptible in  God*s  fight ;  it  is  baffled  in  its 
>uU  ..  ^  attempts 
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attempts  by  God;  or,  when  its  attempts  sEft>!. 
are  fuccefsful,  they  are  allowed  to  produce   ^^^^^: 
nothing  but  difappointment  and  vanity*  vvro 

-  FiRST^  itis  contemptible  in  God's  fight.-- 
Pleafed  and  fatisfied  as  the  wife  man  o€ 
the  world  may  be  with  himfelf,  and  ho^' 
noured  as  he  may  fancy  himfelf  to  be  by^ 
the  multitude,  let  him  be  mortified  with' 
refleding  that,  in  the  eye  of  him  who  is  the 
Supreme  Judge  of  all  worth,  his  charadter 
is  mean  and  wretched*  That  which  God 
declares  himfelf  to  love  and  honour,  is. 
truth  in  the  Inward  parts ;  the  fair,  fincerci 
and  candid  mind.  He  who  walketh  up^ 
rightly  and  wsrketh  righteoufnefs ,  is  the  per- 
foH  who  fliall  Mde  in  bis-  tabernacle^  dnd 
dwell  in  his  holy  hill.  When  our  blefled 
Lord  defigned  to  mark  one  of  his  followers 
with  peculiar  diftindion  and  honour,  he 
faid  of  him.  Behold  an  Ifraelite  indeed^  in 
whom  there  is  noguile/^ ;  a  charadter  fo  di* 
redly  the  reverfe  of  worldly  wifdom,  that 
ftoi6 '  'thi$  ^circumftance  alone  'yon  naay 
judge  in  wW  tank  that  wifdom-ftoodtwiitt 
hhtii  '-i  'ti   ;  2l:'3qi':>i  ^2H''  n<.  oi  ?a  ii,..  .\^^0 

2lqni?tl£  -      d  But 
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SERM.  But  it  is  not  only  from  the  declarations 
of  the  Scripture,  but  from  the  whole  courfe 
of  Providence,  that  we  learn  the  contempt 
in  which  God  holds  the  wifdom  of  the 
world.  Who  were  they  on  whom  he  con- 
ferred the  higheft  marks  of  diftinction 
which  ever  honoured  mankind  ;  whom  he 
fmgled  out  to  be  the  companions  of  Chrift, 
the  w^orkers  of  miracles,  the  publifhers  '6f 
everlafting  happinefs  to  mankind  ?  Were 
they  the  wife  men  of  the  world,  the  refined 
and  the  political,  who  were  employed  as 
the  inftruments  of  God  on  this  great  oc- 
cafion  \  No  :  he  chofe  a  few  plain,  fnnple, 
undefigning  men,  in  order  to  make  fooli(h 
the  wifdom  of  the  ■worlds  and  by  their  means 
to    overthrow   the    eftablifhments    of   the 

artful,  the  learned,  and   the   mighty. 

To  this  day,  God  in  the  courfe  of  his 
Providence  beftows  thofe  external  advan* 
tages  which  the  men  of  the  world  fo  ear- 
neftly  purfue,  with  apparent  difregard  of 
worldly  wifdom.  He  allows  no  fixed  nor 
regular  connexion  to  fubfifl  between  an 
artful,  political  condud,  and  riches,  repu- 
tation, or  honours;  he  allows  them  not 
this  mark  pf  value;  he  does  not  always 
fiK.  "  give 


fi 
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give  the  race  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle   S^^,?^' 
to  the  ftrong,  nor  riches  to  men  of  under^ 
Handing  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  fcatters  the 
advantages  of  fortune  with  a  promifcuous 
hand  ;  and  often  allows  them  to  be  attained 
by  the  vileft  and  lowed  of  men,  who  nei-; 
ther  by  worldly  wifdom,  nor  any  other  ta-; 
lent  whatever,  had  the  fmalleft  title  to  de-: 
ferve  them. — Judge  then,  ye  wife  men  of^ 
thia  world, .whether  your  chaFad:ers  and 
purfuits  be  not  moft  contemptible  in  God's. 
fight,  when  you  behold  tjiofe  fpiritual  bleff- 
ings  which  he  efteems,'  withheld  from  you, 
and  beftowed  only  on  the  good  and  the 
pious;  and  thofe  worldly  bleflings  which 
you  covet,  when  at  aivy  time  they  are  al- 
lowed to  you,  yet  allowed  only  as  a  portion 
in  common  to  you  with  the  refufe  of  man- 
kind, with   many  characfters   fo   infamous 
that  you  yourfelves  defpife. -them  ?  .    ,,, 

>  In  the  fecond  place,  the  wifdom  of  the 
world  is  fooltfhnefs  .'with  God^  becaufe  it  is 
baffled  by  him*  .Some  triumphs  he  has  QCr?. 
cafionally  allowed  it  to gain^in  order  to  earrjif^ 
0n  fome  fpecial  putpofe  that  his  Providence 
had  in  view.  Hencfe  a  fplendid  cOfiqtieror, 
.^  'YoL.  V.  Bb  or 
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SEiiM.  or  a  fuccefsfiil  eonfpirator,  dazile  at  timed 
^X-iL  ^^^  public  eye,  and  attradl  imitators  of 
tlieir  charaders  and  exploits.  But,  if  you 
extenfively  confult  Inftorical  annals,  and 
much  more,  if  you  will  attentively  conlldcr 
Vv'hat  is  known  to  happen  in  private  life, 
you  will  find  the  examples  to  be  few  and 
rare,  of  wicked,  unprincipled  men  attaining 
•fully  the  accomplidiment  of  their  crafty  de-r 
figns. — tt  is  true^  that  the  juftice  of  heaven 
is  not,  in  the  prefent  ftate,  fully  manifefted, 
by  rendering  to  every  man  according  to 
his  deeds.  But  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
by  attentive  obfervers,  that  there  are  two 
Cafes  in  which,  perhaps  more  than  in  any 
other,  the  divine  government  has^  through- 
out all  ages,  rendered  itfelf  apparent  and 
fenfible  to  men.  Thefe  are,  humbling  the 
high  imaginations  of  the  proud,  and  taking 
t4ie  wafe  in  their  own  craftinefs.  By  many 
fignal  inftanees  of  the  intervention  of  Pro- 
vidence in  both  thefe  cafes,  God  hath  deep- 
ly marked  th^  tracer  of  aii  awful  govern- 
ment^ even  in  this  introdu^lory  ftate ;  and 
forced  a  reverence  of  his  juftice  upon  the 
minds  of  rtieut  As  he  will  not  permit  any 
greatnefs  to  lift  itfelf  up  againft  his  power, 
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fo  neither  will  h?e  permit  any  art  to  prevail  S  E  R  M. 
againft  his  counfels.  While  the  crafty  pro- 
jed  many  a  diftant  plan,  and  wind  their 
way  mpft  warily  and  cunningly,  as  they 
t'Kink,'  fo'Tuccefs  ;  how  often  does  the  Al- 
mighty^''%^  means  of  fome  flight  and 
feemingty  conting-ent  event,  ftop  the  wheel 
at  once  from  farther  motion,  and  leave 
them  to  the  bitternefs  of  humbling  difap- 
pointment!  He  that  fttteth  in  the  heavens 
Jhall  laugh ;  the  Lordfla.ll  have  them  in  de- 
rifion.  T'hen^  it  is  immediately  2id^Qd^ flail 
he /peak  to  them  in  wrath  ^  ajid  vesc  them  in 
fore  difpleafure  *. ' '  The '  ^dlfi^e'  of  crooked 
policy  which  th^y  haA  eife^t^d  againft  hij 
decree,  was  an  edifice  of  duft ;  no  fooner 
does  he  blow  upon  it  with  the  breath  of 
his  mouth,  than  it  falls  to  the  ground.  The 
wicked  are  fnare'd' in  their  own  devices. 
They  are  caught  in  the  fit  which  their  hanas 
had  digged.  This  is  the  purpofe  that  is  pur- 
pofed  upon  the  whole  earth ;  and  this  is  tht 
hand  that  isjlretchedout  upon  all  the  nations  \l 

In  the  tliird   place,  the  wifdom  of  the 
IvoHd    \%  fioUflmefs   with    God;    becaufe, 

,[      ♦  Pful.  ii.  4,  5.  f  liaiaU,  xiv^  26. 

U  b  2  though 
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SERM.  though  It  (hould  be  allowed  t)y  Providencd 


XVIL 


to  run,  without  difturbance,  its  fulleft  cai- 
reer,  and  to  compafs  fuccefsfully  whatever 
it  bad  projected,  yet  it  can  produce  nothing 
in  the  iflue,  worthy  of  the  purfuit  of  a  truly 
wife  man.     It  is  a  wifdom   which    over- 
reaches  and   counteracts   itfelf;    and    in- 
flead   of  expedted  happinefs,  ends  in  mi- 
fery. — If  the   exiftence  of  another  world 
be  admitted,    can  lie  be  accounted  wife, 
who  frames,  h|s;qondu£tfolely  with  a  view 
to  this   world,  and  beyond  it  has  nothing 
to  look  for  but  punifhrnent  ?     Is  he  a  wife 
man,  who  exchanges  that  which  is  eternal, 
for  that  which  is  temporary  ;  and  though 
it  were  to  gain  the  whole  world,  expofes 
liimfelf  to  lofe  his  own'  foul  ? — But  laying 
another  world  out  of  the  queftion,  taking 
things  on  the  footing  of  this  life  only,  ftill 
h  can  be  clearly  fliewn,  that  the   crooked 
wifdom  of  the  world  is  no  better  than  fool- 
■iflinefs,  -   For  wlaat  is  the  amount  of  all  that 
tl:^iSi'vv^fp;,man  hath  gained,  or  can  gain, 
after  all  the  toil  he  has  undergone,  and  all 
the  fAcrific.^s.he  has  made,  in  order  to  at- 
tain fuccefs  ?     He  has  fupplanted  a  rival; 
he  has  defeated  an  enemy  ;   he   has  ob- 
.  6  tained, 
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taincd,    perhaps,  a  fplendid  eftablifhnaent   SERM. 
for  himfelf  and  his  family.     But  how  is   ._-^  ;,'j 
all  this  fuccefs  enjoyed  ?  with  a  mind  often . 
ill  at  eafe  ;  with  a  charader  dubious  at  the 
beft,  fufpeded  by  the  world  in   general, 
feen^through  by  the  judicious  and  difcern- 
ipg,  J.  Tor  the  man  of  the  world  flatters, 
himfelf  in  vain,  if  he  imagines  that  by  thCj 
plaufible  appearances  of  his  behaviour  he 
can   thoroughly  conceal  from   the   world 
what  he  is,  arjd  keep  them  ignorant  of  the, 
hollow  principles  upon  which  he  has  a£ted.- 
For  a  fhort  time  the  world  may  be  decei- 
ved ;  but  after  a  man  has  Continued  for  a 
)vhile   to   z.Oi   his  "part' pppjEi  .the    public 
(lage,  and  has  beeri  tried  by  the  different 
occurrences  of  life,  his  real  character  never 
-fails  to  be  difcovered.     The  judgment   of 
the  public  on  the  character  of  men,  as  to 
their  worth,  probity,  and  honour,  feldom 
errs.     In  the  mean  time,  the  advantages  of 
fortune  or  ftatiori,  which  the   man   of  thei; 
world  has  gained,  after  having  been  en-* 
joyed  for  a  while,  become  infipid  to  him- 
their  firft/relifh  is  gone,  and  he  has  little 
more  to  .exiDeO",       He  finds  himfelf  em- 
JD^rr^lTed  \vith  cares  and  fears.     He  is  fen-. 


6^r»u- 
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fibic  that  by  many  he  is  envied  and  hated  ; 
and  though   furrounded  by  low  flatterers, 
is  confcious    that   he    is    deftitute    of  real 
friends.     As  he  advances  in  years,  all  the 
enjoyments  of  his  troubled  profperity  are 
diminiflied  more  and  more,  and  with  many 
apprehensions  he  looks  forward  to  the  de- 
cline of  life.  '  uii(i  Mii*7M7/  M^prH'^'  * 
Compute  now,  O  wife  rfianj    ias^tTibu 
art'!  t^'hat  thou   haft   acquired   by  all  thy 
felfifli  and  intricate  wifdom,  by   all  thy  re- 
fined  and  double  cbndudt,  thy   dark   and 
defigning  policy  '.     Canft  thou  fay  that  thy 
mind  is  fatisfied   with  thy  paft  tenour  of 
conduct  ?^  Has  thy  real  happinefs  kept  pace 
in    any   degree,    with   the   fuccefs   of  thy 
worldly  plans,  or  the  advancement  of  thy 
fortune  ?     Are  thy  days  more  cheerful  and 
gay,  or  are  thy  nights  more  calm  and  free 
of  care,  than  thofe  of  the  plain  and  upright 
man,  whom  thou  haft  fo  often  treated  with 
fcorn  ?    'To  thine  own  confcience  I  appeal,' 
whether  thou  dareft  fay,  that  aught  which 
thou  haft  gained   by  the  wifdom   of  the 
worldv  be  a  fufEcient  compenfation  for  in- 
curring'the  difplcafure  of  thy  Creator,  for 
forfeiting  felf- approbation  within  thy  brcaft, 

for 
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for  lofing  the   efteem    of  the  wife  ft   and   SER^!. 


worthiell  part  of  mankind  around  tliee? — 
Hoiv  loiig^  ye fimple^ones^  imll ye  love  Jimplit 
chiy^  and  the  f corners  delight  in  their  fcorn-^ 
ing^  and  fools  hate  knowledge  f  :How  long 
will  ye  hnji'vctfiity^  andfiek  after  lie  i.f  ,  • 
ob  ^H 1^  H?  h -u  •» ' ::«  -  rip :^^  n i  h*M.  '  j-tiSf^ 
-^^I^ROM  what  has  been  faid  of  the  nature 
and  the  efFed:s  of  worldly  wifdom,  ^yoitt 
will  now  judge  how  juftly  it  is  ;termeid 
fooliflmefs  ivith  God^  and  how  much  U 
merits  the  fevere  epithets  which  are  givien 
it  in  Scripture,  oi  earthly ^  fenfual^  and ^ dtt- 
vilifh;  Oppofite  to  4t^ftands;  the  ;C£;5/2j!l5/K 
that  //y>-{^w  ^^«W(f^-whi'ieh  is  defcribed'by  an 
apoftle,  2^^  pure ^  peaceable^  gejttlt.,  and  eajy 
to  be  entreatedyfiilt  if -mercy  and- g^od fruits, 
-is^ithaut partiality,  and  without  hypocrfy  *.— t- 
Thjs,  and  this-.€xnly,  is  that  real,  >whfdpm, 
which  it  is  botbiour  duty  and  our  intereft 
to  cultivate.  ~  It  carries  every  character  of 
being  far  fuperior  to  the  wif4oni :  of  the 
world.  It  is  raafculine  and  generous  ;  \i 
is  magnanimous  and  brave  ;  it  i^  uniform 
and  confiflent.  The  wife  man  of  the 
world  is  obliged,  to  ihape   and  /orm  his 

*■  James,  in.   iS'  17. 

B  b  /^  courfe 
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s  E  R  M.  courfe  according  to  the  changing  occur- 
■^^^^-  rences  of  the  world  ;  he;  is  unfteady  and 
perplexed  ;  he  trembles  at  every  ^  pofiible 
confequence,  and  is  ever  looking  to  fu- 
turity with  a  Troubled  mind.  jBqt  the  \yife 
inan  in  God's  fight,  moves.  ii>  ^  hig^^r 
fphere.  His  integrity  dire£tst.;hik- courfe 
^without  perplexity  or  trouble.  ,^e  in- 
quires only  what  is  right,  becoming,  and 
lionourable  for  him  to  do.  Being  fatlsfied 
ats  to  this,  he  afks  no  farther  queftions. 
The  iffue  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  direct ; 
tut  the  part  which  is  affigned  to  him, 
he  will  a6k ;  fecure  that,  come  what  will 
in  life  and  death,  the  Providence  of  that 
God  whom  he  ferves,  will  efFedually 
guard  all  his  great  interefts.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  fpirit  of  this  wifdom  is  per- 
fedlly  confiftent  with  proper  forefight, 
and  vigilant  attention,  it  is  oppofed  to 
art  and  cunning,  not  to  prudence  and 
caution.  It  is  the  mark,  not  of  a  weak 
and  improvident,  but  of  a  great  and  noble 
mind  ;  which  will  in  no  event  take  re- 
fuge in  falfehood  and  diflimulation  ;  which 
fcorns  deceit,  becaufe  it  holds  it  to  be 
mean   and    bafe ;    and  feeks  no   difguife, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  it  needs  none  to  hide  it.     Such  a   ^EllM. 
charader  is  both  amiable  and  venerable. 
While  it  ennobles  the  liiagiftrate  and  the 
judge,  and  adds  honour  and  dignity  to  the 
%oft' ekdlted  ftations,  it  commaads  refpea: 
hi'-et-ery  rank  of  life.     When  the  memory 
dFa'rtful  and  crooked  policy  fpeedily  finks, 
and  is  extihguifhed,  this  true  wifdom  fhall 
'1bng^  preferve    ^   honourable    memorial 
among  men,  and  from  God  ihali  receive 
everlafting  glory,  ^^^  ^^^^  3fi  ^c>r./  ai  ;,*. 
'.o<.|  '.id  ni  ton  8i  u  poIii^jiX 

■  ■•  ■*:jqotq    nuvf    :;^hll^my>     • 

;»yf3  &  V»  liiii  ,)n3bivo'tnrTu  i)^;i^> 

^i   «>.j;.i    Iri^VS    OH'  pi  IliW    ilDIflw     4  L»nit/te 
iijtii'"    I  aoiJBluiiiiiiib  bcih  boo/isiliilini  agal^? 
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XVIII. 


''"  "    AriFAiRS  by  Providence;  '^^^^^^ 

Proverbs,  xvi.  9. 

-^  mans  heart   deviftth  his   'way;  but  the 
Lord  dire&etb  hisjleps,  '  * 

TV/TAN Y  devices  there  are,  and  much 
exercife  of  thought  and  counfel  ever 
going  on  among  mankind.  When  we  look 
abroad  into  the  world,  we  behold  a  very 
bufy  and  adlive  fcene  ;  a  great  multitude 
always  in  motion,  ad.uated  by  a  variety 
of  paflions,  and  engaged  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  many  different  defigns,  v»rhere  they 
commonly  flatter  themfelves  with  the 
profped    of  fuccefs.     But  much    of  this 

labour 
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labour  we  bebold  at  tlie  fame  time  falling  SERM. 
to  the  ground.     T^he  race  is  far  from  being 
always  to  the  f'wft,   or  the  battle   to  the 

flrong^  <}t  -rkhes  Jo  m&n  tf  underfland'mg. 
It  plainly  appears  that  the  efforts  of  our 
activity,  how  great  foever  they  may  be,  are 
fubjedl  to  the  control  of  a  fuperior  invi- 
fible  power ;  to  that  Providence  of  Heaven 
which  works  by  fecret  and  imperceptible 
but  irrefiftible  n>eans.  Higher  counfels  than 
ours,  are  concerned  in  the  ifliies  of  human 
condu<ft.  Deeper  and  more  extenfive  plans, 
of  which  nothing  is  known  to  us,  are  car- 
ried on  above.  The  line  is  iet  out,  to  allow 
us  to  run  a  certain  length  ;  but  by  that 
line  we  are  all  the  while  inviiiblyheld,  and 
are  recalled  and  checked  at  the  pleafure  of 

•  Heaven. — Such  being  now  the  condition 
of  man  on  earth,  let  us  confider  what  in- 
ftrudlion  this  ftatc  of  things  is  fitted  to 
afford  us.  I  fhall  firft  illuftrate  a  little  far^ 
ther  the  pofition  in  the  text,  that  though 
a  mans  heart  may  devfe  his  way ^  it  is  the 
Lord  who  diredieth  hisfleps;  and  then  point 
out  the  practical  improvement  to  be  mad^' 
pf  this  dodrine,  "'  i^''-''-- 'T'i^^:^! 

Among 


^So  On  the  Government  of 

SERNf.  Among  all  who  admit  the  exiftence  of  a 
^^^^  Deity,  it  has  beea  a  general  belief  that  h^ 
V  exercifes  feme  government  over  human, 
affairs.  It  appeared  altogether  contrary,  to 
reafon,  to  fuppofe  that  after  God  had  erefted 
this  ftupendous  fabrick  of  the  uniyerfe, 
had  beautified  it  with  fo  muqH  brnan^eriti 
and  peopled  it  with  fuch  a  multitude  of  ra- 
tional beings,  he  fhould  then  have  thrown 
it  out  from  his  care,  as  a  defpifed,  neglected 
offspring,  and  allowed  its  aiTairs  to  float 
about  at  random.  There  was  indeed  one. 
fet  of  ancient  philofophers  who  adopted  this 
abfurd  opinion  ;  but  though  they  nominally 
allowed  the  exigence  of  fome  beings  w^hoi^^, 
'they  called  gods,  yet  .as  they  afcribed_^p 
them  neither  the  creation  nor  the  govern- 
ment of  the  world,  they  were  held  to  be  in 
reality  Atheifts.  -,  , . ^.  ^^  ^ •  ,; .  \ 
,  \xy  what  manner  Providence  interpofes  in 
human  affairs ;  by  what  means  it  influences 
the  thoughts  and  counfels  of  men,  and, 
notwithflanding  the  influence  it  exerts, 
leaves  to  them  the  freedom  of  will^  and 
choice,  are  fubjeds  of  dark  .arid'  my fleV 
jrious  nature,  and  whVch  Mve'  giveii  occar 
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lion  to  many  an  intricate  controverfy.    Let   S  E  R  M. 

•  »  .  XVIIl 

us  remember,  that .  the  manner  in  which   v. 

God    influences   the    motion    of    all   the 

^leayenly  hokdie€U  the  .  nature  of  that  fecret' 

pqw€r.py  whichkhe  is  ever  direding  the  fun 

4na  toe  moon,  the  planets,  ilars,  and  comets, 

in  tpeir-courfe  through  the  heavens,  while 

tney  appear  to  move  themfelves  in  a  free 

courfe,  are  matters  no  lefs  inexplicable  to 

us,  than  the  manner,  in  vyhich  he  influences 

the   counfels   of  men^      But 'though   the: 

mode    of   divine    operatipn    remains  un-* 

known,  the  fa6t  of  an' overruling  influence 

is  equally  certain  in  the  nioral,  as  it  is  in  the 

natural  world.     In  cafes  where  the  fadt  is 

clearly  authenticated,  we  are  not  at  liberty 

to  call  its  truth  in  queftion,  merely  becaufe 

we  underftand  not  the  manner  in  which  it 

is  brought  about.     Nothing  can  be  more 

clear  from  the  teftimony  of  Scripture,  than 

that    God  takes  part  in  all  that   happens 

among  mankind  ;  dired:ing  and  overruling 

the  whole  courfe  of  events  fo  as  to  make 

every  one  of  thpm  anfwer  tTie'  defigns  pF 

his  wife  and  righteous  government.     This 

is  diftindlly  and  explicitly  aflerted  in  the 

text.     Throughout  all  the  facred  writings, 

God, 
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SERM.  God  is  reprefeiited  as  on  every  occafion, 
XVIII.  |jy  various  difpenfations  of  his  Providence, 
rewarding  the  righteous,  or  chaftening 
them  according  as  his  vvifdom  requires^ 
and  punifhing  the  wicked.  We  cannot 
indeed  conceive  God  adting  as  the  gover- 
nor of  the  world  at  all,  unlefs  his  govern- 
ment w^ere  to  extend  to  all  the  events  that 
happen.  It  is  upon  the  fuppofition  of  a 
particular  Providence,  that  our  worfhip 
and  prayers  to  him  are  founded.  All  his 
perfections  would  be  utterly  infjgnificant  to 
us,  if  they  were  not  exercifed  on  every 
occafion,  accordinc:  as  the  circumftances 
of  his  creatures  required.  The  Almighty 
would  then  be  no  more  than  an  uncon- 
cerned fpecbator  of  the  behaviour  of  his 
fnbje«£ls,  regarding  the  obedient  and  the 
rebellious  with  an  equal  eye. 

It  were  needlefs  to  profecute  any  farther 
the  argument  in  favour  of  a  particular  Pro- 
vidence. The  experience  of  every  one  muft, 
more  oi-  \th^  bear  t^ftimony  to  it.  We 
need  not  for  this  purpofe  hav€  rccourfe  to 
thofe  fudden  and  unexpedied  viciffitudes, 
which  have  fometimes  aftonifhed  w4iole- 
attions,  and  drawn  their  attention  to  the 
U'V/  confpi- 
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confpicuous  hand  of  Heaven#  We  need  not  s  E  R  M. 
appeal  to  the  hiftory  of  the  ftatefman  and  ^7''^/. 
the  warrior ;  of  the  ambitious  and  the  en- 
terprif^ng.  ,,  We  confine  our  obfervatioft 
t*)..^ho(e  whofe  lives  have  been  mo  ft  plain 
and.  fimple,  atid  who  had  no  defire  to  de- 
part from  the  ordinary  train  of  conduct. — 
In  how  many  inftances,  my  friends,  have 
you  found,  that  you  are  held  in  fubje41:ion 
tb;a  higher  Power,  on  whom  depends  the 
accompliihment  of  your  wifhes  and  de? 
figns  ?  Fondly  you  ha4  projected  fome 
favourite  plan.  You  thought  that  you  had 
forecaft,  and  provided  for  all  that  might 
happen.  You  had  taken  your  meafures 
with  fuch  vigilant  prudence,  that  on  every 
iide  you  feemed  to  yourfelf  perfedlly  guard* 
fed  and  fecure.  But,  lo  !  fome  little  event 
hath  come  about,  unforefeen  by  you,  and 
ift  its  confcquences,  at  the  firft  feemingly 
'inconfiderable,  which  yet  hath  turned  the 
whole  courfe  of  things  into  a  new  direc- 
tion, and  blafted  all  your  hopes.  At  other 
time»,  your  counfels  and  plans  have  beea 
J)ermitted  to  fucceed.  You  then  applauded 
your  own  wifdom,  and  fat  down  to  feaft 
on  the  happineis  you  had  attained.  To 
5  your 


3^4  ^''  ^«  ^^^  Government  of  ''^ 

S  E  R  M.  your  furprife  you  found,  that  happlnefs  was 
^_  -^  Jj  not  there  ;  and  that  God's  decree  had  ap- 
pointed it  to  be  only  vanity.  We  labour 
for  profperity,  and  obtain  ft^  it^?^*^nex- 
pe£led,  it  is  fometimes  made  to^'drop  upon 
us,  as  of  its  own  accord.  The  happinefs 
of  man  depends  on  fecret  fprings,  too  nic6 
and  delicate  to  be  adjufted  by  human  art. 
It  requires  a  favourable  combination  of 
external  circumftances  with  the  ftate  of  his 
own  mind.  To  accomplilh  on  every  oc- 
cafion  fuch  a  combination,  is  far  beyond 
his  power;  but  it  is  what  God  can  at  all 
times  eflfeft  ;  as  the  whole  feries  of  exter- 
nal  caufes  are  arran^fed  according  to  hii 
pleafure,  and  the  hearts  of  all  men  are;  ill 
his  hands,  to  tufnifhem  ivlMrefover  he  will/^ 
as-  rivers  of  water i:j^p6Tki^ihtimipQr£e<^ioa 
of  our  knowledge" fb'  afcertain  what  is 
good  for  us,  and  from  the  'defect  of  our 
power  to  bring  about  that  good  whea 
known,  arife  air'thofe  difappointments 
which  continually  teltify,  that  thse  way  of 
vian  is  not -in  himfelf;  that  he  is  not  the 
mailer.. of  his  own  lot;,  that  though  'h^ 
may  dev'ife^  it  is.  God  .who  direBs;  God 
who  can  make  the  fm^allgfc  incident  an  ef^ 
'^^7  .  ";  /    fcdual 
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fedual  inftrument   of  his   t^rovidence  for    SERM. 
overturning  the    njofl.  laboured    plans   of 

.-/.^Accidetit,  and  chance,  and  fortune,  are 
yrorda  which .,  wc-  often  hear  mentioned, 
and  much  is  afcribed  to  them  in  the  life  of 
|l^Aiii«^,r  .But  they  are  words  without  mean- 
ing ;  '  or,  as  far  as  they  have  any  figni- 
fication,  they  are  no  other  than  names  for 
ihtl^mknown  operation^  -pf  Providence. 
For  it  is  C€rtain^  tl^at  in  God*s  univerfe 
nothing  comes  to  pafs  caufelefsly,  or  in 
vain.  Every  eveAt  has  its  own  determined 
diredion.  That  chaos  of  human  affairs 
and  intrigues,  where  we  can  fee  no  light ; 
that  mafs  of  diforder  and  confufion  which 
they  often  prefent  to  our  view,  is  all  clear- 
nefs  and  order  in  the  fight  of  Him  who  is 
governing  and  directing  all,  and  bringing 
forward  every  event  in  its  due  time  and 
place.  Tbe  Lord  fitteth  on  the  Jiood,  The 
Lord  maketh  the  wrath  of  man  to  praifs 
bim,  as  he  maketh  the  hail  and  the  rain 
obey  bis  word.  He  bath  prepared  his  throne 
in  the  heavens  ;  and  his  kingdom  ruleth  ever 
all,  A  mans  heart  devifeih  his  way^  but  the 
Lord  direSleth  his  Jleps, 

Vol.  V.  Cc  Having 
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3 86  On  the  Government  of 

SERM.       Having  illuftrated  the  dodrine  of  the 
text,    I  proceed  to  fhew  ho^Ar  it  is  to  be 
improved  by  us.     1  mufl  begin  with  warn- 
ing you,    that   th?  dodrine  I  have  illufr;. 
trated  has  no  tendency  to  fuperfede  coun^^^ 
fel,  defign,    or   a   proper  exertion  of  th^^-j 
a<3,ive  powers  of  man.    Becaufe  Providence;^. 
is  fuperiour  to  us,  it  does  not  follow  that^ 
therefore  man  has  no  part  $p  ^^t;,  oi;;  l?/?rf> 
caufe  our  induftry  is  fometimes  difappoint-^-; 
ed,  that  therefore  it  is  always  vain.     It  ia,-^ 
by  the  ufe  of  ordinary  means,  that   Provi-; 
dence,  for  the  nioft  part,  accomplifhes  its:, 
defigns.     Man  devijing  his  own  way^  ^'^f 
carrying  on  his  own  plans,  has  a  place  i^,, 
the  order  of  means  which  Providence  em-f^ 
ploys.     To  exertions  therefore  of  his  own, 
he  is  called  by  God.     His  Maker  framed 
him  for  adlion  ;  and  then  only  he  is  happy^, 
wh^n  in  adion  he  is   properly  employed-^ 
To  fupine  idlenefs,  to  ^  vain  and  prcfump-, 
tupus.  truft  in  Providence,  while  we  negleiSf^ 
vjrhat  ajSjiucumbent  on  us  to  perform,  no 
encouragcmeat  is  given  in  Scripture;   on 
the  contrary,  threatenings  are   denounced 
againft  it.     But  tlje;.do<3irine..of  the  text ^is 
to  be  improved,-         ^'.'t  i  -     r'  'd  jrb'^"*^^ 
f'i  In 
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In  the  firft  place,  for  correding  anxious  s  E  R  M. 
and  immoderate  care  about  the  future  Y I  , 
events  of  our  life*  This  anxiety  is  the 
fource  of  much  fm,  and  therefore  is  often 
rebuked  in  Scripture,  as  alienating  the  mind 
from  God,  and  from  the  higher  objects  of 
viftiic  knd  religion,  and  filling  the  heart 
with  paffions  which  both  annoy  and  cor- 
rupt it.  If  it  be  the  parent  of  much  fin, 
it  is  certainly  alfo  the  offspring  of  great 
folly.  For  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  human  life 
has  juft  now  been  reprefented  to  be,  what 
means  this  mighty  buftle  and  ftir,  this  reft- 
lefs  perturbation  of  thought  and  care,  as  if 
all  the  iflues  of  futurity  refted  wholly  on 

our  conduct  ? Something  depends  upon 

thyfelf ;  and  there  is  reafon,  upon  this  ac- 
count, for  acting  thy  part  with  prudence 
and  attention.  But  upon  a  hand  unfeen  it 
depends,  either  to  overturn  all  thy  proje(fls, 
or  to  crown  them  with  fiiccefs ;  and  there- 
fore, when  the  iffue  is  fo  uncertain,  thine 
attention  ihould  never  run  into  immoderate 
care.  By  difquieting  thyfelf  fo  much 
about  futurity,  thou  takeft  upon  thy  fhoul- 
ders  a  load  which  is  not  thine,  and  which 
indeed  thou  art  unable  to  bear.       i^*- 

Cc  2  The 
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SE  RM.  The  folfy  bt^Iacfi -^n£i€fy  ik' aggravated 
*-*-v-w  by  this  confideration,  that  all  events  are 
uncjer  a  much  better  and  wifer  direction 
tii|4C^  we  could  place  them.  Per|iaps  that 
ev|.)[,;which  we  have  dreaded'  fo  ^inuch'^^ii 
p,rofpedl,  may  never  f)e  fuffer^d  ttf^  ^rrive. 
Providence  may  either  have'turned  into  a 
quite  different  courfe,  that  black  cloitd 
which  appeared  to  carry  the  ftbrm  ;  or  be- 
fore the  ftori;^  Burft,  biir  heads  may  be 
laid  I^Tow  as 'tp  he  giit  of  iti^  Veaell.  Per- 
haps,' alfo,\  t}ii^ftorm"ni'iy  .'be'^'^^^  to 
come  upon  us,''and*yet  under*  its  dark  wings 
may  bring  to  iis  fome  fecret  and  unexpe6:ed 
good.  Who  knowcth  -what  is  good  for  vian 
all  the  days  of  his  v din  life ^  ivhich  he  fpend- 
'etb  as  afhadow  ?  Who  knoweth  this,  my 
brethren,  except  God  ?  And  who  confult- 
eth  it  fo  effedually  aar  Hey  Wte  by  his  in- 
ifinTtc  wifdoiTl  maheth  all  iMn^i  ivork  toge- 
ther for  good  to' fhevi  who  love  hivi?  Is  it 
not,  then,  our.gfeateft  h^ppinefs,  that  when 


^iHt'onl/.ldeffeaually 
,   blmd  2c^Q  Ignorant, 


f.to  devifc,  and  man, 
{\nd  rafh  as  Ue  is,  were  to  have  the  full  di- 

re^ioQ 
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redion  of  his  own  fteps  ? — Wherefore  v€X   s  E  R  M. 

.  xvin. 

not  thyfelf  in   vain.     To  the  unavoidable 

evils  of  life,  add  not  this  evil  of  thine  own 

procuring,  a  tormenting  anxiety  about  the 

fuccefs  of  thy  defigns.    The  great  rule  botti 

of  religipn  and  wifdom  Is,  Do  thy  duty*,* 

and  leave  the  iffue  to  Heaven.     Commit 

thy  way  unto  the  Lord,     A<5t  thy  part  fairly, 

and  as  wifely  as  thou  canft,  for  thine  ap^ 

parent  intereft :  and  then,  with  a  fteady 

and  untroubled  mind,  wait  for  what  God 

ihall  fee  meet  to  appoint.    This  is  wifdom : 

all  beyond  this  is  vanky:  and  folly. 

In  the  fecond  place*  the  dodrlne  of  tlie 
text  is  calculated  not  only  to  reptefs  anx'- 
jetyjlnit  to  enforce  moderation  of  mind 
in  €vel"y  ftate;.  it  humbles  the  pride  of 
profperity,  and  prevents  that  defpair  which 
is  incident  to  adverfity. — The  prefumption 
of  profperity  is  the  fource  both  of  vices 
and  mifchiefs  innumerable,  if  reader's 
men  forgetful  of  God  aiiid,  jeli^ldn.  "It  ift- 
to.%icates  them  with  the  Jove,* atiil  161m effis 
them  in  the  indulgence  of- p1eaTur6'./l^Jt 
hardens  their  hearts  to  the  diftfetiei  of *trt^!r 
fe»ethren,.  Now,  conflder,"  hoy  IFftle'groihid 
-  ■  ... .  C  c  2,  ^^ 
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the  real  fituation  o£  jhe  moft  profperous 
man  affords  for  this  vain  elation  of  mind. 
He  is  dependent  every  moment  on  the 
pleafure  of  a  fuperiour ;  and  knows  not,  but 
Providence  may  be  juft  preparing  for  Jiim 
?the  moft  unforefeen  reverfes.  .  Shall  he  hoqji 
himfelf  of  to-morrow^  :  ts^o  ^nq'weth  mt 
what  a  day  may ^bring  forth  ?  He  hath  perr 
haps  faid  in  his  heart,  /wy  mount  am  Jiangs 
Jlrong;  I  fhall  never  be  moved.  But  God 
needeth  only  to  hide  his  face ^  and  prefently 
hi  is  troubled.  That  little  eminence  on 
which  he  ftood,  and  from  which  he  fur- 
veyed  with  pride  his  fellow-creatures  below 
him,  was  no  more  than  an  eminence  of 
Miuij:,  rr.The  Almighty  blows  upon  it  with 
Ithe  breath  of  his  mouth,  and  it  is  fcattered. 
Belongs  it  to  him  whofe  tenure  of  pro- 
fperity  is  fo  infecure,  to  utter  the  voice  of 
contempt,  or  to  lift  the-  rod  of  oppreffion 
over  his  fellows,  when  over  his  own  head 
ia  ■■  ftretched  that  high  arm  of  Heaven, 
which  levels,  at,f>ac  vtQUcl^  the«inighty 
vvith , the  low  ?  .,•  ^,<:':"^    ;\i  ^  :^  :. . 

Tlie  government, of  God  is. accompanied 

with  this  fignal  advantage,  that  at  once  it 

rhumbles  the  proud,  and  revives  the  diftreffed. 

r.  As 
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As  loner  as  we  believe  in  one  his-her  than  SERM. 

XVIII 
the  higheft,  to'^  t^hoiii  all '  muft  look  I3p, 

the  greateft   man  ii  taught  to  be  modeft, 

^nd  to  feci  his  dependence  ;  and  the  loweft 

man  has  an  objed:  of  continual  refource 

and  h<5pe.     Injured  by  men,  he  can  fly  to 

thaf' Righteous  Governour  who  rules  the 

earth,  and,  frorri  his  interpofition,  hope  for 

better  days;'  -Pf evidence  is  the  great  fanc- 

tuary  to  the- afflided  who  maintain  their 

integrity.     Confolation  they  always  find  in 

the  belief  of  it ;  and  often  there  has  ifTued 

from  this  fand:uary  the  moft  feafonable  re- 

iieE<!  There  iffues  from  it,  at  all  times,  this 

voice  of  comfort ;  Truji  in  the  Lord  and  do 

gavd;  andfo  thoujhalt  dnvell  in  the  Land^  and 

fverily  thou  jhalt  he  fed^.      Thine  enemies 

may  confpire  ;  the.  Heathen  may  rage,  and  the 

people  imagine  a   vain  t hi  fig.      But  he  that 

Jitteth  in  the  heavens  Jhall  laugh ;    the  Lord 

JJjall  hold  them  in*  derifimi.     For  the  Lord  is 

the  keeper  of  Ifrael;    hb  is  the  Jldicld  of  the 

righteous.     As  the  7nauntains  are  round  about 

yerufalem,  fo  the  Lord  is  round  about  his 

^tf^ple  from  henceforth  and  for  -tvcr^ "{%;  ^  ^ 

4  ?(:■()  t„  3Bi.n  ,^5,6^af.vbB  ff.OT.f)  8id)-dtw 

C  c  X  In 
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SERM.       In  the  third  place,  the  dodrine  that  has 
^.Y^^ll^   been  iliuftrated  of  the  interpofal  of  Provi- 
dence in  all  human  affairs,  places  the  vanity 
and  folly  of  all  finful  plans  in  a  very  -ftrong 
light. — All  fin,  in  every  view  of  it^  muft 
be  attended  with  danger.     Hfe  who  en\-» 
barks  in  any  unjuft  or  crimiival  enterprize, 
befides  the  manifeft  peril  to  his  own  foul,' 
incurs  the  rifque  of  his  character  being  dif* 
covered,  and  of  meeting  with  hatred,  con- 
tempt, and  juft  refentment  from  the  worldr 
One   would  think   that   when   the  confer, 
quences  on  one  iide  are  fo  dangerous,  th$ 
bribe  pn  the  other  fide  muft  be  very  high, 
and  the  profped:  of-  fuccefs  very  fair  and 
promlfing.     Now,  confider  how  this  mat- 
ter truly  ftands.     The  finncr  hath  againfl 
him,  firfl,  that  general  uncertainty  which  I 
before  fuev/ed  to  take  place  in  all  the  de- 
figos  and  projexils  formed  by  me"«.     Could 
the  moft  artful  and  beft  devifed  means  al- 
ways enfufe  fuccefs  to  the  end  we  fought  to 
obtain,  iome  apc3lQgy  might  theu  be  made 
for  d^pi^rtiug  occafiODally  from  the  path  of 
re<l^ltu.(iei.  ^   But  ,^^i'  is   far  frana  being  true, 
4:^t  any  fy^h  ^rpf^d  jdd  fure  fuccefs  can,  ori 
any  occafion,  b.e  found.     On  the  contrary, 
V,"-'  we 
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we  every  day  fee  the  mod  plaufible  and    SERM. 
beft  concerted  plans  baffled  and  thrown  to 
the  ground  ;  and  there  is  nothing  which 
on  many  occafions  has  been  more  remarked^ 
than  Providence  feen^ing,4;o  make ijport, pf 
the  wifdora  of  man.   -r-i^   .i;  ,       '     .str.    ^i'. 
<,This  view  of  things  alone  were  fufficient 
tOufllc^' to,  the  fmner  the  infecurity  and 
danger  of  ithh..  fyftem  on  which  he  adts. 
But  there. is  much  more  againft  him  than 
this.     For  he,  by  liis  guilty  plans,  hath  en- 
gaged againft  himfeif  one  certain  and  moft 
formidable  enemy,  to  w,hora.  he  hath  great 
reafon  to  look  up  wi^h  terpour.    He  cannot 
polTibly  believe  that; the:, righteous  Gover- 
nour  of  the  univerfq^v  beholds  with  an  equal 
eye  the  defigns  jof  the. virtuous  who  honour 
him,  and  the  ddjgiQS  iof  the  guilty  who  de- 
fpife  his  laws,  and  do  injuftice  to  his  fer- 
yants.    No^;  agaiiiA  thefe  latter.  Providence 
h^th  pointed  its  darts,  hath  bent  its  bow 
in  the  heavens  j  xbefdcrof  the  Lord  is 
againji  tlj^rnvth^-  do  eyil^i.\    Other  defigns 
pay  fail  ;  but  th ofe  of  the  -wicked,  God  is 
|?pncerniidia  overthrowing.    It  is  true,  that 
lihis  li&aisjnotcvtbe  ieafoa  of  rendering  to 

every 
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S.!:fiM.  every  maJi;accordiDg.^i|0-jbi^,ifTOrks.fi  But 
*  though, retribution  does  QOt  pn  cv^ery  occa- 
lion  take  plaee  at  prefent,  yet,  neither  is  the 
exerciie  of  divine  juftice  always  delayed. 
.The  hiftory  of  the.wrorld  is  continually  fur- 
nifhing  us  with  'examples  of  the  wicked 
taken  in  their  own  devices ;  of  the  crafiy 
fnared  inwtbe  iwrks  of  their  own  hands  i  of 
£inncr&  falling  into  the  pit  which  themfehvcs 
bad  digged.  How  often,  when  fignal  crimes 
were  ready  to  be  perpetrated^  hath  God  re- 
markably interpofed  5  hath  fpread  his  fliield 
before  the  juft,  unnerved  the  arm  of  the 
aiTaffin,  or  ftruck  a  fudden  damp  into  his 
min4;  at  the  critical  moment ! — Obnoxious 
then  as  the  fmner  is  to  fo  many  dangers ; 
expofed  perpetually  to  the  difappointment 
of  bis  defigns  by  the  uncertainty  of  human 
events ;  expofed,  over  and  above,  to  the 
avenging  interpofition  of  Heaven  ;  -what 
ftrange  infatuation  has  tempted  him  to  de- 
part from  the  plain  and  fafe  path  oLintfir 

,  Ji^fthe  laft  pljice,  frofla^faUitl^iiias  been 

fald  on  this  fubjeO:,    tv^^tri^ieailllyifee  ho^ 

-much  it  concerns  us  to  perform  thofe  duties 

•  \  '  which 
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which  a  proper  regard  to  Providence  re-  ^^^JJ** 
quires,  and  to  obtain  protection  from  that 
power  which  dire£leth  and  difpofcth  alK 
A  more  incontrovertible  axiom  there  cannot 
be  than  this,  that  if  man  only  devifeth 
his  way,  while  God  overrules  his  devices 
and  direds  his  fteps,  an  intereft  in  God's 
favour  is  far  more  important  than  all  the 
wifdom  and  ability  of  man.  Without  his 
favour,  the  wifefl  will  be  difappointed  and 
baffled ;  under  his  protection  and  guid- 
ance, the  fimple  are  led  in  a  plain  and  fure 
path. — In  vain  would  the  giddy  and  pro- 
fane,' throw  Providence  out  !*x)f' -their 
thoughts,  and  afic<fi'  to  think  and  a6:  as 
if  all  depended  on  themfelves.  This  boid- 
nefs  of  fclf-fufficiency  is  affectation,  and 
no  more.  For  moments  there  are,  when 
the  man  of  ftouteft  heart  feels  the  ftrong 
fubjeCtion  under  which  he  is  held,  and 
would  gladly  grafp  at  the  aid  of  Heaven. 
As  long  as ,  human  affairs  proceed  in  a 
fmooth  train,  without  any  alarming  pre- 
fages  of  change  or  danger,  the  man  of  the 
world  may  remain  pleafed  with  himfelf, 
and  be  fully  confident  in  his  own  powers. 
But  whofe  life  continues  long  fo  undif- 

turbed  ? 
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S  E  R  M.  turbed  ?  Let  any  uncommon  violence  (liakc 
XVIII 
>..»-y^   the  elements  around  him,  and  threaten  him 

with  deftrudion  ;  let  the  afpedl  of  public 

affairs  be  fo  lowering  as  to  forebode  foiue 

great  calamity  ;  or  in  his  private  concern? 

Jet  fome  fudden  chanp;e  arrive  to  jQiatter-His 

fortune,  or  let  ficknefs,  and  ithcf f?:iurblng^r# 

of  approaching  death,  fhew  him  his  frailty |^ 

and  bow  ready  will  he  then  be  to  fend  up 

prayers  from  -,)di:eL,lieart,    that  Providence 

would  befriendftiatj^r^lieve  him  ?    Religion, 

my!  f fiends,  is  uata^atte;r  of  theory  and 

^ow^ti^?It8.&U|4d^t|p^^  laid  deep  in  the 

nature  and  coad^tion^^  ir>^.     It  lays  hold 

of  every  man's,  feelings.     In  every  man*3 

heiart  and  confcience  it  has  many  witnefles 

tait^  importance  and  reality. 

'.?i.et  us  then  negled  no  means  which  may 

Jb«-  o£  avail  for  procuring  the  grace  and  fa^ 

vmirr4^tthE^  4Mir^  PrOrvidenc^  on  which 

fo  mileh  depends,  u  IretjrMJ' ■duties  be  over- 

)ool?ea  whic-h  fcdong  to,  liS  ^^s.fubjeds  c^f 

God  ;  devout  wprfhip,  and  grateful  praifes 

for  all  his  blefiings  ;    humble  trlift  in  his 

goodnefs,  and    implicit   fobmifTion    to   his 

will ;  and  conftaiit  and  cheerful  obedience 

to  bis  laws;.    Let  u$  be  thankful  that  God 

hath 
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hath  clearly  made  known  all  that  he  requires    s  R  R  M. 


of  us  in  order  to  be  accepted  in  his  fight ; 
and  that  not  only  he  has«  revealed  the  rule 
of  duty,'^'btit  alfo  hath  pointed  out  to  us  in 
the  gbrpi^l,  the  dired  method  of  reconci- 
liatibn  with  hiin,  through  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jefus 'Chrift.  Providence  hath  condefcend- 
ed  to  become  our  inftrudor  in  this  great 
sirticle ;  hath  taught  US  in  what  way  bur 
fins  may  be  forgiven,  our  imperfect  fervices 
be  accepted,  and  an  intereft  in  the  divine 
grace  be  attained  by  rneans  of  our  Re- 
deemer, Inexcufable  we  muft  be,  if  all  this 
offered  grace  we  fhall  wantonly  throw  at  our 
feet.'  ■  In  a  w^orld  fo  full  of  viciflitudes  and 
uncertainty,  let  us  take  pains  to  fecure  to 
ourfelves  one  reding  place  ;  one  habitation 
that  cannot  be  moved.  By  piety  and  prayer, 
by  faith,  repentance,  and  a  good  life,  let 
us  feek  the  friendfliip  of  the  Moft  High  5 
fo  fhall  he  who  direBctb  the  Jleps  of  man 
now,  cohdudl  bur  path  in  fuch  a  courfe  as 

fhall  bring  lis  lii" the  end  to  bimfelf. 

■  ;•;    -^J^IcIa.l-     ;  :>;.i;u^iG    .,i.i    ..;.   -jo; 

--    ;y    /ioiiilf/idi/l    rioiiqnii    hiii.  ,ihcihf)p^ 
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^e^,SERMON    XIX.  .w 
^  '"V-  =  Oh T^We^^^^  ^^'  t  ^^^  *^~ 

O    Tboif    tJjol'^  Jsmffffi^rprayeri"  nnto  ^beek'< 

Jlddl  aUJkJh  come  t  i .  bi*.i 

^ vTY^*   T^KE.  Supreme  Belngisreprefented  under 
J-     many  amiable  charadlers  in  the  facred 
writings ;    as   the  Father  of  Mercies^    the 
God  of  love,  the  Author  of  every  good  and 
ferfeEi  gift.      But  there   is   no    charader 
which  carries  more  comfort,  or  which  ren- 
ders God  fo  properly  the  object  of  con- 
fidence and  truft,  as  this,  of  his  being  the 
Hearer  cf  Prayer,     This  vi^w  of  the  Al- 
mighty  accommodates  his  perfections  to 
our  neceflities  and  wants,  and  in  our  pre- 
fent  kail  and  diftreiTed  ftate  affords  a  con- 
I  ftant 
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ftant  refuge  to  which  we   can   fly.     Unto   SERM. 

XIX 
Thee  Jhall  all  feJJo  come.     To  Thee,  (hall  an   .^^...^.-^ 

indigent  world  look  up  for  the  fupply  of 
their  wants  ;  to  Thee,  fhall  the  proudeft 
finner,  at  fome  time  or  other,  be  compelled 
to  bow^ ;  to  Thee,  fhall  the  diftrefled  and 
afflidted  have  recourfe,  as  to  their  laft  relief 
and  hope. 

Prayer  is  a   duty  eflentia!  to  natural  re- 
ligion.   Wherever  the  light  of  nature  taught 
men  to  acknowledge  the  being  of  a  God, 
to  that  God  alfo  it  direded  them  to  pray. 
In  the  Chriftian  revelation  great  ftrefs  is 
laid  upon  this  duty,  and  great  encourage- 
ment given  to  it.     Our  blefled  Saviour  not 
only  fet  the  example  himfelf,  and  enjoined' 
the  practice  to  his  followers,  but  thought  it 
worthy  his  exprefs  inftrudion  to  teach  them 
in  what  manner  to  pray,  and  even  to  put 
words  in  their  mouth.     We  are  aflfured 
that  prayers  are   not  in  vain ;  but  that  as 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righleouf^'^ 
fo  his  ears  are  open  to  their  c^y ;  th^t  if  we 
afk  aright,  we  Jhall  receive  ;  if  we  fee  k,  we^ 
fhall  find ;  if  we  knock  ^  it  fhall  be  opened  to 
us.      It   is,    indeed,  hard  to  fay,  whether 
prayer  is  to  be  moft  properly  confidered 

as 
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S  E  R  M,   as  a  duty  incumbent  on  all,  or  as  a  privilege 

_.    allowed  to  them.     But  a  blefled  circum- 

ftance  it  is,  that  our  duty  and  our  privilege 
thus  concur  in  one  j  that  we  are  com* 
manded  to  do  vvhat  our  wants  naturally 
didate  to  be  done  ;  even  to  aflc  what  is 
good  from  God,  who  givetb  to  all  men  li^ 
herally  and  7iphraideth  jfot, — In  treating  of 
this  fubjed:,  it  will  be  proper  to  confider 
firll,  the  nature  and  the  fubjeds  of  prayer^ 
next,  its  proper  qualifications ;  and  laftly, 
the  advantages  and  bleflings  which  at- 
tend it.  ,   ,  ,,,,,,  ,  :• 

1.  The  Nature  of  Prayer  fuppofes,  in 
the  firft  place,  that  we  have  a  juft  fenfe 
of  our  own  wants  and  miferies,  and  of 
our  dependence  on  God  for  relief.  To 
be  fuitably  imprefled  with  this  fenfe,  we 
need  only  think  what  our  prefent  fituation 
is*  .  vWe  live  in  a  world,  where  every 
thing  around  us  is  dark  and  Uncertain. 
When  we  look  back  on  the  paft,  we  muft 
remember  that  there  we  have  met  with 
much  difappoiatment  and  vanity.  V/hen 
we  look  forward  to  the  future,  all  is  un- 
known. We  are  liable  there  to  many 
13  dangers 
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dangers  which  we  cannot  Forefee  ;  and  to   SERM. 
many  which  we  forefee  approaching,  yet   ^  ^^^' 
know  not  how  to  defend  ourfelves  againfl 
them.     We  are  often  ignorant  what  courfe 
we  call  fteer  with  fafety ;  nay,  fo  imperfect, 
is  our  own  "wifdom,  and  fo  great  the  dark- 
ncfs  whicrh  covers  futurity,  that  while  we- 
imagine   that  we  are  in  the  road  to  pro- 
fperity,  we  are  .often  rufhing  •  blindly  into 
the  moll  fatal  evils. — ^— ^Befides  thefe  con- 
tingencies of  life,  wlileK'^miarke  US  feel  fa- 
deeply  the  neceffity  Of  ^66kingiip  to  fome 
more  powerful  Guide  and  Protector,  there 
are  other  circumftances  in  our  ftate  which 
lead    to   reflections    ftili    nfiore    alarming. 
We  know  that  we  are  the  fiibjedts  of  a 
fupreme  rightdoiiis  vGovei'iisOar,^  to  whoni 
we  are  accountable -fo^  mir  cOndlKSt.     We 
were  fent  into  this  worl^^4)y  his  appoint- 
ment, and  we  ar^  removed  from  it  at  his 
decree.  How  foon'^  the  call  for  our  removal  ■ ' 
may  be  giveniJ^ofefe  bf  11^  know ;  but  this *^ 
we  profefs  tol|efieVe,  thAt'4ip<f)Q:our  going'^ 
hence  we  are  tobe  brought  into  new  andi^l 
unknown  habitations^'  fuitable  to- our  beha'^'TI 
viour  here.     W;ho  amongft  us  can  fay^haff'^^ 
he  is  perfecflly  ready  to  appear  before  his  ^ 
Vol.  V.  D  d  Creator 
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SERM.  Creator  and  Judge,  and  to  give  an  account 

'3^,^L  ^^  ^^"^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  anions  of  his  life  ?  How 
much  do  the  beft  of  us  ftand  in  need  of 
mercy  and  forgivenefs  for  our  offences  pad, 
and  of  diredlionand  afliftance  from  Heaven 
to  guide  us  in  our  future  way!  What 
reafon  to  dread  that  if  we  be  left  entirely 
to  ourfelves,  we  will  be  in  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger of  departing  from  virtue  and  from  hap- 
pinefs,  and  of  leaving  life  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  Him  who  is  to  judge  us! — 
"While  with  this  fenfe  of  our  imperfedions, 
our  dangers,  and  our  guilt,  we  come  to  the 
Hearer  of  prayer,  we  muft,  in  the  next 
place,  ftrjrj 

Pray  to  God,  in  the  belief  that  with 
him  there  is  power  which  can  give  us  relief, 
and  goodnefs  which  will  incline  him  to 
give  it.  Prayer  fuppofes  a  full  perfuafion 
that  his  Providence  rules  and  governs  all ; 
that  through  all  futurity  his  eye  penetrates  ; 
that  there  are  n.o  events  of  our  life  in  which 
he  interpofes  not ;  that  he  knows  the  moft 
fecret  motions  of  our  hearts;  and  that  to  the 
hearts  of  all  men  he  has  accefs,  by  avenues 
linknown  to  us,  and  can  turn  them  accord- 
ing to  his  pleafure/  It  Tuppqfiijs,  at.  the  fame 
i        '  V  (^  time. 
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time,  a  firm  confidence  in  the  declarations  s  E  R  M. 
he  has  made  in  his  word,  that  a  plan  is 
eftabllfhed  for  difpcnfing  grace  to  fallen 
and  guilty  mankind,  through  a  great  Re- 
deemer. It  fuppofes  a  humble  hope  that 
kt^  he  knokhi  our  frame  aud  remembers  we 
are  dajf^ht  will  not  reject  the  fupplications 
t>f  the  penitent  returning  finner;  that  he 
is  one  who  hath  no  pleafure  in  our  for- 
rows  and  diftrefs,  but  defires  the  happinefs 
of  his  creatures,  and  beholds  with  compla- 
cency the  humble  and  fincere  worfhipper. 

Now  thefe  things  being  fuppofed,  this 
juft  fenfe  of  our  own  imperfedions  and 
guilt,  and  this  proper  imprellion  of  the 
divine  nature,  when  the  foul  is  in  this  pof- 
turc  of  devotion,  breathing  forth  its  for- 
rows  and  its  wants  before  its  Creator,  and 
imploring  from  him  protection  and  aid, 
it  cannot  but  give  vent  to  the  high  con- 
ceptions with  which  it  will  then  be  affedted, 
of  God's  fupreme  perfeCiioh.  This  of 
courfe  becomes  the  foundation  of  that  part 
of  devotion  which  is  ftyled  ado;ratipn  or 
praife. — As  it  is  the  experience  of  paft 
goodnefs  which  warms  the  heart  of  tEe 
worlhipper,  and  encourages  his  prefent 
D  d  2.  fuppli- 
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SERM.  fuppllcation,  he  will   naturally  be  led   to 
^,;ii,^^  a  grateful   celebration  of  the    mercies    of 
Heaven  ;  whence  thankfgiving  becomes  an 
eflential  part  of  his  devotion. — As  he-can- 
not  put  up  petitions  without  acknowledging 
his  wants,  and  as  his  wants  are  clofely  con- 
nected w^ith  his   frailty  and  ill-deferving, 
hence  the  raoft  humble  confeffion  of  guilt 
muft    neceflarily    enter    into    prayer.— If 
there  be  any  terms  on  which   we  may  ex- 
pe£t  the  Deity  ton b6-moft  propitious;  if 
there  be  any  meritorious  Interceflbr  through 
whom  we  may  prefer  our  requeft  to  him, 
this  afluredly  will  be  the  method  which  the 
pious  wor(hipper  will  choofe  for  addreffing 
the  Almighty  ;  and  this  will  be  the  ground 
of  his  praying  in  the  name.,  of  Chrift,  fend- 
ing up  his  pctitionsto  God  through  his  be- 
loved Son,  whom  he  heareth  always..  ,^1?,^ 
Thus  it  appears  that  there  is  a  juft  found- 
ation for  prayer  in  all  its   parts,  naturally 
laid  in  the  prefent  circumftaaces  of  man, 
canfd  ift  the"  relation,  in  which  he  (lands  to 
G od.^  ^ —B^t'hsi.  petitioa.ifij  the /chief  and 
moft  diftingui{hmg  part  of  prayer,  it  will 
^be  requilite  that   we.confider  particularly 
^Vhat  thofe  fequeftsare,.  whicjb.ar.e,  proper 
'l  ■■>  0  to 
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to  be  ofFered  up  to  God.     Thefe  may  all   SERM. 
be  clafTed  under  three  heads :  firft,  rcquefts 
for  temporal  bleflings ;  next,  for  fpiritual 
mercies^;    and  laftly,  interceflions  for  the 
Welfare  of  others, 

=vWt¥ir  regard  to  temporal  blcffings, 
though  men  may  lay  a  reftraint  upon  them- 
felves  in  the  expreflions  which  they  utter  in 
prayer,  yet  it  is  much  to  be  fufpeded,  that 
the  inward  wifhes  of  their  hearts  for  fuch 
bleflings  are  often  the  moft  fervent  of  any. 
To  wifli  and  pray  for  the  advantages  of 
life  is  not  forbidden.  Our  Saviour  hath 
fo  far  countenanced  it,  as  to  command 
ii&  to  pray  that  God  would  give  us  our 
ddily  bread;  that*is,'ks  his  words  have 
been  always  underftood,  that  he  'would 
beilow  what  is  neceflary  for  the  fuftenance 
and  comfoBfe^of  life.  Yet  the  very  found 
of  the  woros  retrenches  every  fuperfluous 
and  extravagant  wiih.  Not  for  riches  and 
honours,  for  great  advancement  or  long 
life,  or'  for  numerous  and  floui*ifliing  fi^-' 
milies,  has  he  given  us  any  encouragf-'^ 
ment  to  pray;  Foreign  are  fuch  things  to" 
th«  reil  improvement,  foreign  very  ^  pften 
D  d  2i  to 
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SERM.  to  the  true  happinefs  of  man.     Fooliflily 

YTV 

they  may  be  wilhed  for,  when  the  wilh 
accomplifhed  would  prove  our  ruioi  Let- 
heahk  and  peace,  contentment  and  tran-.^ 
quillity,  bound  the  humble  prayer  which 
we  fend  up  to  Heaven  j  that  God  vadLyfeed 
lis  with  food  convenient  for  us ;  that  what- 
ever our  outward  circumftances  are,  they 
may  be  bleffed  to  us  by  him,  and  accom-. 
panied  with  a  quiet  mind.  Even  healtb 
and  peace  themfelves  may  not  always  prove 
bleffings.  Sweet  and  defirablc  as  they 
feem,  God  may,  at  certain  times,  forefee 
their  tendency  to  corrupt  our  hearts,  and 
may,  in  mercy,  reject  a  prayer  for  them, 
which,  on  our  part,  may  be  allowably  put 
up.  For  the  nature  of  all  temporal  things 
is  fuch,  that  they  have  not  one  fixed  and 
ftable  character,  but  may  be  convertible  oa 
different  occafions  either  into  good  or  ill ; 
and  therefore,  fome  referve*in  our  wifh 
muft  always  be  maintained  ;  and  to  the 
wifer  judgment  of  God,  it  muft  be  left  to 
determine  what  is  fit  to  be  beftowed,  and 
what  to  be  withheld.—— But  this  we  may 
k^wfuUy  pray,  that,  as  far  as  to  God  feems 
meet,  he  would  make  our  ftate  comfortable, 

i  1  and 
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and  our  days  eafy  and  tranquil;  that  he  SER_M. 
would  fave  us  from  falling  into  any  fevere 
and  extreme  diftrefs;  that  he  would  pre- 
fer vetb  us  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  friends 
and  comforts  that  we  moft  love;  or  if  he 
bereave  us  of  any  of  them,  that  he  would 
in  mercy  affift  and  fupport  us  under  the 
lofs ;  in  fine,  that  he  would  fo  order  our 
lot,  that  we  may  be  kept  as  free  from  pain, 
trouble,  and  anguifh,  as  fhall  be  ^onfiftent 
with  the  higher  improvements  of  our  foulsyi 
in  piety,  virtue,  and  wiidom.  ^   r^iiji^l 

I' In  the  next  place,  with  regard  to  fpiis 
ritual  mercies,  we  arc  unqueftionably  2XM. 
lowed  to  be  more  fervent  and  explicit  in 
our  requefts  at  the  throne  of  grace.  God 
can  never  be  difpleal'ed  in  hearing  us  im- 
plore from  him  thofe  graces  and  endow-^ 
ments  of  the  foul,  that  beautify  us  in  his 
fight,  that  are  good  for  all  men,  good  at  all 
times,  indeed  the  only  certain  and  im* 
mutable  goods  ;  and  therefore  to  thefe  only 
pertains  that  earneftnefs,  that  urgency  of 
prayer  which  is  reprefented  as  acceptable 

to  the  Almighty, Our  petitions  of  thia 

nature,  our  Saviour  has  ranked  under  the 
^n?;  B  d  \  two 
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SERM.  two  great  heads,  of  forgiveneis«fj(>r  piafti 
^^-^-  oiFences,  and  deliverance  from  future  tempt- 
ations. It  is  chiefly  for  thefe  important 
bleffings,  that. we  are  to  proftrate  ourfelves 
be|pJj€;  our  Father  in  Heaven,  begging  of 
himj  who  knows  our  heart  wdth  all  its 
frailties,  that  he  would  accept  our  fincer^ 
repentance,  and  pardon  our  errours  for  the 
fake  of  Jefus  Chriil:.  >.^e.;niuft  earneftly 
pray,  that  he  would  ftrengthen  us  by  his 
grace  to  refift  the  temptations  that  here- 
after may  aflault^u^;  and  whatever  hq 
appoint  to  befal  uS:  without,  may  enable 
us  to  preferve  a  good  eonfcience  within; 
that  he  may  teapl^  ii§,  to  know:,-Qi|rfelveSi, 
and  affift  us  to  control  and  govern  our 
paflions,;  that  he  may  endow  us  with 
temperance  in  profperi^y, j^nd.  refignatioi'^ 
under  adverfny  ;  thatinjaQTituatipn  of  life 
we  may  be  allowed  tOt  fprget  what  we  owe 
to  OUT'  Maker  ^  aad  Redeemerj  $nd  that 
afner  ilifcavii^gfdifch^rged  the  duties  of  life, 
thraugh  the  .  affiftanca  of  Divine  grace, 
wUh  yippee  meafure  of  integrity  and  ho- 
nourjitwe  mayh  fbe  prepared  for  going 
through  ij^ie  J^ft  fcene  of  lifc:  without  dif- 
m^\  and  \yi^ii  we  haiv^  niadiH  *  decent 
'.•■■J  I  an4 
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and  peaceful  retreat  from  this  world,  we   SErM. 


may  then-find  ourfelves  in  feme  better  and 
happier  ftate.        \*l*i/0*i^44^- 

-  'I]<r  the  laft  place,  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  interceflions  for  the  welfare  of  others 
form  a  material  part  of  prayer.  The 
fincere  worfhipper  is  not  to  confider  him- 
felf  as  a  finale  and  feparate  being,  con- 
fining his  concern  wholly  to  himfelf.  Our 
Saviour  has  initiated  us  into  a  more  noble 
and  enlarged  fpirit  of  devotion,  when  he 
taught  us  to  begin  with  praying  that- the 
kingdom  of  God  may  be  advanced  dv6r 
all,  and  that  mankind  may  be  rendered  as 
happy  by  doing  his  will,  as  the'  angels  are 
in  heaven.  When  we  bow  our  knee  to 
the  common  Father,  let  it  be  like  affec- 
tionate members  of  his  family,  defiring  the 
profperity  of  all  our  brethren.  In  parti- 
cular, the  happinefs  of  our  friends  and  re- 
lations, of  thofe  whom "Wfe  love,  and  by 
whom  we  are-  loved,  ought  then  to  be  near 
our  heart ;  praying  that  the  Almighty  may 
be  our  God,  and  the  God  of  our  friends 
and  family,  for  ever ;  that  he  may  walicK 
pver  them,  and  blefs  them ;  and  may  maka 

•  us 


XIX. 


41 C3I  On  Prayep*^  \ 

s  E  R  M.  us  long  happy  in  mutual  comfort  and 
afFedtion.  We  ought  to  remember  our 
benefactors  before  God,  and  pray  for  a 
return  of  divine  bleflings  on  their  head. 
The  diftrefied  and  afflicted  ought  to  fhare 
our  fympathy ;  remembering  them  who 
fiiffir  adverfityy  as  being  our/elves  in  the 
body ;  and  fhedding  the  friendly  tear  at  the 
thought  of  human  woe-  Our  enemies 
thcmfelves  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  in 
our  prayers :  in  fine,  our  prayers  ought  to 
be  an  exercife  of  extenfive  benevolence  of 
heart ;  a  folemn  teftimony  offered  up  to 
the  God  of  Love,  of  our  kind  and  chari- 
table affection  to  all  men.  .i-* 
:^''  s '^^H  ,.n::)Vf,'^H^'^t  ■  ■'■••■■ 
But  now,  after  what  has  been  fuggefted 
concerning  the  proper  fubjedts  of  prayer, 
I  am  aware  that  it  may  be  faid  by  fome. 

To  what  purpofe  is  all  this  detail  ? ^Do 

we  prop©fe,  by  our  prayers,  to  give  to. the 
Supreme  Being  any  new  informatian,  re* 
garding  our  fituation,  of  which  he  is  not 
poffefied  ?  Does  He  not  already  know  ail, 
our  wants  and  diflreifes ;  and  will  He  no^ 
l>e  prompted  by  his  goodnefs  and  wifdom  -ta 
4©^ forus'  in  fuch  circumftances,  whatever 
yda.^'-  lo  is 
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is  fit  and  proper    to   be   done?    Do  we    SF.RM* 

•  •  XIX 

imagine  that,  by  the  importunity  of  our         ^,.  '„ ^ 
folicitations  and  requefis,  He  can  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  alter  his  purpofe,  or  depart 
from  his  fyftem  in  the  government  of  the 

vvorld,  in  order  to  gratify  our  defires  ? 

Such  objedlions  againfl:  the  reafonablenefs 
of  prayer,  have  been  often  urged  with  all 
the  parade  of  fcepticifm.  Though,  on  the 
firft  view,  they  may  carry  fome  appearance 
of  fpecioufnefs,  yet  on  a  flight  difcuflion. 
they  fall  to  the  ground  ;  for  they  all  reft 
on  a  miftaken  idea  of  the  nature  and 
defign  of  prayer.  No  man  in  his  fober 
fenfes  could  ever  believe  that,  by  lifting  his 
feeble  voice  to  Heaven,  he  could  convey  to 
the  ear  of  the  Almighty  any  new  know- 
ledge or  information.  None  but  the  moft 
ignorant  could  imagine,  that,  by  his  prayers, 
he  could  raife  any  new  emotions  in  the 
unchangeable  Sovereign  of  the  univerfej 
and  prevail  upon  him  to  alter  his  decrees 
in  confequence  of  his  requefts.— — The 
efficacy  of  prayer  lies,  not  in  working 
a  change  upon  God,  but  in  working  a 
change  upon  ourfelves;  in  begetting  or 
improving  right  difpofitions  of  heart,  and 

thereby 
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SERM:  thereby,  making  us  fit  fubje6ls  of  the  I)i- 
'_i-,-l1-  vine  mercy.  It  is  not  for  the  fake  of  our 
afking,  that  God  grants  the  requefts  we 
prefer  in  prayer ;  but  as  bilr  kikin^,^Wth 
proper  difpofitions,  produces'  t^at  frame 
of  mind  which  qualifies  us  to  receive. 
Hence  prayer  has  been  appointed  by  God 
as  an  inftrument  for  improving  our  nature, 
and  is  required  on  our  part  as  a  condition 
bf  receiving  his  favours.  Thus,  when 
upon  a  certain  occafion  he  had  by  his 
Prophet  predided  and  promifed  circum- 
ftances  of  profperity  to  the  Jewiili  nation, 
the  Prophet  was  dire6ted  to  add,  Thus  faith 
the  Lord  God^  I  wi (I  yet  fir  this  be  enquired 
Bf  by  the  hoife  of  Ifrael  to  do  it  for  them  *. 

Is  there  any  one  who  will  fay,  tliat  it 

is  not  incumbent  on  all  rational  creatures 
to  feel  their  dependence  on  the  God  who 
has  formed  them,  and  to  refer  to  him  all 
the  blefiings  which  they  cither  enjoy  or 
hope  to  receive '?3'^Wtiii!d^iit)t'the' v^ant  of 
fuch-  becoming  feritiTnetrts  be  -altogether 
unwofthy  and  finfLrl?  And  if  they  are 
•luch  fentiments  as,  ought  to  be  entertained, 
jnuft  it  not  be  proper  to  exprefs  th^m  by 

•  ■    -  •  iLzekicl,  xxxvi.  37,.        .    '    ■■  "\ 

'*"-  words 
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words  in  prayer,  and  thereby  to  ftrengthea  SERM. 
the  impreflion  of  them  on  our  minds  ?  _  ,^ 
But  in  truth  there  is  no  occafion  for 
entering  into  any  long,  dlfcuflion  of  argu- 
ment in  order  to  evince  the  reafonablenefs 
of  prayer.     It  is  the  natural  didate  of  the 
human   heart.      Though   in   the  days  of. 
profperity  and  eafe  it  may,  like  other  du- 
ties,   have  been  neglected  and   forgotten, 
yet  on  all  great  and  trying  occaljons,  men 
are  prompted  by  an  irrefiftible  impulfe  to 
lift  their  eyes,  and  addrefs  their  voice  to 
Heaven.     Who  is  there,  for  inftance,  that 
feeling  himfelf  cruelly  opprefled  by  injus- 
tice and  violence,  without  any  profped:  of 
procuring  redrefs,    can  forbear  appealing 
to  a  Power  that  rules  above,  and  invoking 
Divine  interpofuion   to  vindicate   his  in- 
nocence, and   avenge   his  wrongs  ?    Who 
that  is  ftanding  by  the  death-bed  of  a  be- 
loved friend,  of  a  fpoufe,  a  brother,  or  a 
fon,  and  fees  them  flruggling  with  the  laft 
agonies,  but  finds  himfelf  impelled  to  look 
up  to  Heaven,  and  to  pray  from  the  heart, 
that  where   men   can  give -no   aid,    Gk)d 
would   in^  t^is.  mercy  fupport   the   dying 
man  ?  Was  there  ever  a  finner  fo  hardened, 

that 
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SERM.  that  when   he   finds  himfelf  leaving:  the 

XIX 

world,  and  ftanding  bn  the  brink  of  an 
unknown  etefnity,  is  not  difpofed  with 
earneft  and  trembling  voice  to  pray  that 
God  would  forgive  his  errours,  and  receive 
in  peace  his  departing  fpirit  ?  In  fuch  fitu- 
ations  as  thefe,  man  feels  what  he  truly 
J8,  and  fpeaks  the  native  unadulterated 
language  of  the  heart."—— Accordingly, 
throughout  all  ages  and  nations,  the  ob- 
ligation to  prayer  as  a  duty  has  been  re- 
cognifed,  and  its  propriety  has  been  felt. 
Over  all  the  world,  even  among  the  moft 
favage  tribes,  temples  have  been  built, 
worOiippers  have  afTembled  in  crowds ; 
and  the  wildefl  fuperftition  has,  by  the 
various  forms  of  homage  which  it  adopted, 
borne  teftimony  to  this  truth,  that  there 
is  fome  God,  to  whom,  as  the  hearer  of 
frayer^  all Jlef:)  Jhould  come. 

In  order  that  prayer  may  produce  its 
proper  effect,  there  are  certain  qualifica- 
tions neceflarily  belonging  to  it,  which 
come  next  to  be  confidered.  ^^^^^  ^*^^»^^^''  '^*'*-^ 

One  of  the  firft  and  chief  of  thefe  is  feri- 
oufnefs,  or  an  attentive  and  folemn  frame 

of 
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pf  mind,  in  oppofition  to  thoughts  that  SERM. 
wander,  and  to  words  that  drop  forth  un- 
meaning from  the  lips.  One  would  think 
it  unnecefTary  to  mention  fuch  a  qualifica- 
tion to  be  requidte,  when  we  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in  fp  folemn  an  a6:  as  an  immediate 
a4dref8  to  our  Maker.  Yet  there  is  ground 
|tQ  apprehend,  that  an  admonition  of  this 
nature  is  necefiary  to  be  given  to  many 
profelTed  Chriflians.  Men  from  their  child- 
hood have  been  fo  oft  accuftomed  to  repeat 
certain  expreilions,  which  they  call,  faying 
prayers,  with  little  underftanding,  and  lefs 
attention  to  what  they  fay,  that  the  habit 
of  it  is  apt  to  be  continued  throughout  life; 
^s  if  the  mere  uttering  of  words,  or  pre- 
fenting  themfelves,  at  fet  times,  in  a  certain 
pofture  before  God,  had  fome  charm  in  it 

to  attrad  the  bleflings  of  Heaven. My 

brethren,  this  is  trifling  with  one  of  the 
mod  important  exercife*  in  which  the 
human  mind  can  be  employed  ;  it  is  turn- 
ing devotion  into  childifli  folly.  Let  us 
never  forget  that  it  is  the  heart  which  muft 
pray.  The  heart  may  pray,  when  no  words 
are  uttered.  But  if  the  heart  be  not' en- 
gaged in  prayer,  all  the  words  we  can  utter 

are 
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SERM.  are  no  better  than  rude  ofFenfive  founds  la 
"^^■^-  the  ear  of  the  Almighty. — Colled:  then  thy 
mind  within  itfelf,  before  thou  preferred  a 
fingle  petition ;  nay,  before  thou  pro- 
nounceft  the  name  of  God  in  prayer.  Be 
alone  with  him,  and  thine  own  foul ;  under 
the  fame  imprellion  as  if  thou  wert  juft 
about  to  appear  before  the  judgment-feat  of 
that  God,  to  whom  thou  prayeft. 

To  ferioufnefs,  we  muft  join  affection 
in  prayer ;  I  mean  that  devotion  of  the  heart 
which  is  infpired  by  gratitude  and  love,  in 
diftin<flion  from  forced  prayer,  or  what  is 
unwillingly  preferred  from  fervile  fear,  or 
mere  regard  to  decency,  V/e  muft  come 
into  the  prefence  of  God,  as  to  a  Father 
in  heaven';  not' td  a  hard  and  oppreffivc 
mafter,  to  vvhom  we  are  obliged  to  pay 
obeifance  to  prevent  him  from  deftroying 
us.-  Profound  humility  is  perfed;ly  con- 
fident with  this  affedlionate  fpirit  in  prayer. 
No  prefumptuous  familiarity  muft  enter 
intablir  addrefles  to  God.  We  are  enjoined 
to  fcrve  him  with  reverence'  and  godly  fear. 
Our  devotion  will  be  moft  fervent  and 
afiedionat^,  #heh  we  entertain  the humbleft 
thoughts  of  ourfelves,  joined  with  the  moft 
8  exalted 
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exalted  conceptions  of  that  God  to  whom    s  E  R  M. 
we  pray.     Remember  that  God  is  in  heaven^ 
and  thou  art  on   earth ;'   therefore  let  thy 
Hjoords  be  few  *. 

Faith   is   a  qualification   of  prayer  ex-, 
prefsly  required   in    Scripture.      He   that, 
prayethj  fays  the  Apoftle    James,  let  hitj^y^ 
afk  in  faith ^  nothing  wavering  f . — By  faith , 
in  prayer,  two  things  arc  meant ;  firft,  a 
general  pcrfuafion  that  God  is  a  Being  of 
Infinite  goodnefs   and   m-ercy ;   to  whom, 
therefore,  the  prayers, of  his  creatures  are,, 
not  put  up  in  vain,     i^  that  cometb  unto^ 
God  muft  believe y  not  only  that  he  is,  but 
that  he  is  a  re  warder  of  them  that  diligently 
feek  him  % :  without  fome  belief  of  this  kind, 
prayers  were  altogether  fuperfluous.     For 
who  would  fend  up  fupplications  to  a  God 
who  was  believed  to  be  inacceflible  to  his 
creatures,  and  to  have  no  regard  to  their 
circumftances  and  wants? — —At  the  fame 
time,  much  ground  we  have  to  be  confcious 
of  our  own  unworthinefs,  and  to  trernble 
at  the  remembrance  of  it,  when  we  addrefs 
ourfelves  to  Heaven ;  and  therefore,  fecondly, 
to  pray  in  faith  is,  in  the  fcripture  fer^e  of^, 

•  Ecclef.  Vi  ^i;v<<»t"  James,  i.  6.        %  Heb.  il/ 6. 

iVoL.  V.  £,  e  it, 


s  E  R  M.  it,  tt)  pray  in  the  name  of  Chrift  ;  that  tA 
._^^J^.   in  the  faith  that  it  is  through  his  merits  and 
*^'*'""      mediation    only   we    can   find   acceptance 
■with   God.     We  acknowledge  our  guilt } 
we  difclaim  all  truft  in  our  ownrjiighteouf- 
1:^^3:5  and  implore  grace  from  God  on  ac- 
count of  what  his  Son  has  done  and  fuffercd 
ibr  us.     This  is  the  clear  and  exprefs  doc- 
trine of  the  New   Teflament.      We  have 
holdnefs  to  enter  into  the  holicfi  by  the  blood 
of^  jfefus.       We   have  this  new  and  living 
way  which  he  bath  confccrated  for  us  within 
tlif  vfij/..    HavifJg  this  High  Prieji  over  the 
houfe  of  Gody  let  us  draw  7iear  ivith  a  true 
*^H^»^  qlfi^rance  of  Fa^th ^n^i  3iiOii>i  ■ 
.i|>m>  -  ^'  ^'  -..:- 

/'-.Having  thus  pointed  out  the  chief  and 
moft    cflential   qualifications  of  prayer,  it 
remains  that  I  lay  fome  confiderations  be- 
fore yoUj  to  (hew  the  importance  and  ad- 
i'Vantages  of,it.ij|.-{ow  tjidiiiviii-  iu&  ij^  ,u;t;?i>> 

^^^ JUj  the  firll  placdrT^^y^  *^^ ^^^ pfthemoft 
ppwerful  means  of  recalling  piir  minds 
froiji  the  vanities  of  life  to  feiious  thoughts ; 
,J9  43r|:!iP^pier-fsofe,.pf  God,  and  our  duty  j 

iri£Vw  1.1  and 
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and  to  all  the  high  objects  with  which  we   S£  RM» 
are   Intimately  connedled  as  rational   and 
irtifilortal  beings*     Surrounded^  as  wc  ate 
'With  the  objciCts  and  pleafures  of  the  world  j 
bufied  with  its  a^ocationSj  and  continually 
immerr^d  in  its  piirfuits,'  man  would  be- 
tibnfie '  altogether  the  victim  of  fenfe,  and  a 
j^1?6y ''to  its  temptations  J  if  there  were  not 
■fonie '  ftated   occafions  which  brought  him 
home  to  himfelf^  and  to  the  thoughts  of 
'another  wofldl     Prayer  has  'a  much  more 
impreflive  effect  for  this  purpofc,  than  can 
be  expedled  from  fimple  hiedltation.     An 
'immediate  and  folemri  addrefs  to  an  omnt* 
fcient  Being,  in  whofe  prefence  we  confider 
ourfelves  as  then  particularly  fiftedj  tends 
-to  produce   a  higher  degree  of  ferious  and 
awful  recoUe dian J- than  would  arife  from 
a  mere  foliloquy  <)f  the   mind  with  itfelf. 
In  prayer^  the  foul  approaches  to  the  bor* 
ders  of  an  iilvifible  w^orld,  and  adls  as  a 
fpirit  holding  intercourfe  with  the  Father 
of  Spirits.     It  drops-  for  a  time  the  renlem- 
brance  of  its  earthly  connexions,  to  dwell 
teong  everlafting  objcdls.    Prayer,  by  this 
means;  'both   compofes-  and  ■■-purifies   the 
heart ;  it  gives  the  foul  its  proper  elevatioa 
^^..  E  €  7,  towardij 
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S  E  R  M.   towards  God,  and  has  a  happy  t^e6k.  td 
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counterwork  the  dangerous  impreflions 
made  by  the  corruptions  of  the  world 
around  us. 

•  li^  the  next  place,  Prayer  is  ufefuViiot 
only  as  a  corredlive  of  our  i\z.mx^' \t4\vf^ 
and  forgetfulnefs  of  God,  but  as  an  ad:ual 
exercife  of  the  beft  affedlions  of  our  na- 
ture, which  are  thereby  confirmed  and 
ftrdngthened.  As  far  as  prayer  is  net  a 
mere  emiffion  of  empty  words,  but  fpeaks, 
as  it  ought  to  do,  the  language  of  the  heart, 
it  is  ati  afHTemblage  of  all  the  affedtions 
which  conftitute  piety.  It  implies  the 
higheil  fentiments  of  reverence  and  adora- 
tion, of  love  and  gratitude  to  God,  of 
truft  in  his  mercy,  and  of  faith  in  our  bleff- 
ed '  Redeemer,  all  animating  the  heart, 
Whatevei*  nounlhos  fuch  affedions  as  thefe 
intlie  foul,  gives  ftrength  and  fupport  at  the 
fame  time  to  adive  virtue ;  and  thereby 
prepares  and  afllfts  us  for  every  duty  of 
life. — • — With  refped  to  ourfelves,  the  view 
which  prayer  gives,  of  our  neceffities  and 
wants,  of  our  fms  and  offences  againft  God, 
and  of  the  dangers  which  we  have  thereby 

incurred. 
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incurred,  produces  becoming  humility  of  SERM. 
mind.  Proftrate  before  that  Great  Being  .  '^ 
whom  we  have  fo  much  offended,  all  the 
pride  of  man  is  laid  in  the  (duft.  He  is 
imprefled  with  a  fenfe  of  what  he  truly  is, 
^^id  taught  how  far  removed  from  what  he 
ought  to  be.  By  the  prayers  he  puts  up 
for  being  aflifted  to  repent  of  paft  follies, 
and  to  make  improvements  for  the  future 
in  virtue,  the  defire  of  virtue  is  cherifhed, 
and  the  purfuit  of  it  excited  ;  and  if  this 
defire  after  virtue  which  is  exprefled  in 
prayer  be  genuine,  it  is  a  degree  of  good- 
nefs  already  in  fome  meafure  begun  within 

the  heart. Prayer  is,  at  the  fame  time, 

an  exercife  of  benevolence  towards  men, 
as  well  as  of  piety  towards  God;  when, 
as  was  before  obferved,  not  merely  as  indi- 
viduals, but  as  members  of  the  great  family 
of  God,  we  come  before  our  heavenly 
Father,  and  exprefs  our  affectionate  wiihes 
for  all  our  brethren. — -While  prayer  in  this 
manner  gives  exertion  ,to  many  of  the 
higheil  parts  of  goodnefs,  it  is  attended 
moreover  with  this  -great  advantage,  that  it 
tends  to  fortify  the  worlhipper  in  the  prac- 
tice of  all  his  duties.  For  it  impreffes  him 
K  e  I  with 


s  E  R  M,  with  a  fenfe  of  God  as  the  great  friend  and 
v,j,^^i^  proteOor  of  righteoufnefs  in  the  world  ;  to 
whom,  therefore,  all  righteous  men  may 
look  up  with  confidence  and  hope  ;  whofec 
ftrength  is  more  than  fufficlent  for  theiin 
weaknefs ;  whofe  gracious  aid  none  that 
ferved  him  ever  implored  'ir\  waii^^iLii:  'uu  lo 

...  >a;V>  ,bi£  0/5 

In  the  laft  place,  Pray^'^l^^^fiS^Sif^^ 
not  only  as  a  means  of  high  improvement 
in  religion,  but  as  an  inftrument  of  confo-» 
lation  and  relief  under  the  diflrefles  of  life. 
How   many  fituations   are    found   in  the" 
world,  where  men  have  no  refource  left  to " 
them  but  prayer  to  God  !     How  forlorn' 
would  the  perfecuted  and  afflicted,  the  fad 
and  the  forrowful  be,  if  even  this  laft  fanc- 
tuary  were  fhut  agalnft  them  ;  if  they  hadA 
no  Protedor  in  heaven  to  whom  they  could ' 
look  up  in  the  hours  of  aoguifh  ! — We  all' 
know  what  a  relief  it  is  to  be  able  tp  un- 
bofom  our  griefs  to  fome  friend  whom  we- 
believe  compaflionate  and  kind;  even  though  : 
it  be  riot  in  his  power  to  give '  us  any  ef-*./ 
fedual  aid.     In  our  Heavenly -Father  we  i 
can  look  up  not  only  to  one  in  vrhora  com-'* 
faJ/Io/isJIoiVy  who  knows  our framsiretH^m^ 
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hers  we  ore  dnj}^  and  pities  us  as  a  father  SERM. 
pitietb  his  children ;  but  to  One  whofe  arm 
is  all  powerful,  either  to  fupport  us  under 
our  diftrefs,  or,  if  to  his  wifdom  it  fecmJ' 
meetj  to  relieve  us  altogether  from  \U    ■  -41 
Hence,  Prayer  is  fo  often  the  laft  retreat 
of  the  miferable.  Where  men  can  give  them 
no  aid,  God  is  their  prefent  help.     To  him 
they  can  pour  forth  thofe  fecret  griefs,  which 
to  men  they  fometimes  cannot  dlfclofe.  He 
hears  thofe  groans  of  the  labouring  heart 
which  no  words  can  m|fg  | ;  and  circunifi^ 
ftances  which  would  expofe  our  requefts  t^l 
be  defpifed  by  the  world,  prevent  not  ouip 
prayers  from  finding  acceptance  >vithGod. 
It  is  his  character  to  hear  the  cry  ^  the 
po$r^  and  to  regard  the  prayer  of  the  defti".. 
tute ;  He  is  the  helper  of  tbem  vjho  have-^no' 

help  of  man, -Hence,    prayer  may  be 

termed  the  Temple  of  Tranquillity  to  the>' 
unhappy  ;  where  their  minds  .are  foothed,> 
and  their  cares  and  forrows  are,  for  a  time,' 
huflied  and  forgotten.    It  may  juftly  boj 
faid,  that  there  only,  on  this  fide  of  th(e^ 
grave,  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling  aad^ 
the  weary  are  at  reft,     'TberCyihe  prifoners 
reft  together }  they  bear  no  more  the  voice  of 
'-      ^  E  e  Of  the 
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S  E  R  M.  the  opprejfbr.  .  The  fmall  and  the  great  are 
there ;  and  the  fervant  is  free  from  his 
tnaflcr  *. 

The  reaforiablenefs  of  prayer  as  a  duty, 
and  the  advantages  attending  it,  being  fucii 
as  I  have  now  endeavoured  briefly  to  fet 
fprth,  there  is  no  wonder  that  fo  many  re-, 
peated  recommendations  of  it  occur  in  the 
facred  writings ;  and  that  v/e  are  enjoined 
to  be  fervent  in  prayer^  to  be  infant  ifi 
prayer^  nay,  to  pray  without  ceafing  f . — By 
fuch  precepts  I  do  not  uuderftand  that  we 
are  bound  to  frequent  repetitions  of  long 
and  tedious  prayers.  Our  Saviour,  in  his 
excellent  difcourfe  on  this  fubjed  J,  has  fuf- 
ficiently  cautioned  us  againfl  the  hypocrify 
of  thofe  who  ufe  vain  repetitions^  and  think 
that  they  fall  Be  heard  for  their  much 
fpeaking.  But  befides  the  ftated  times  of 
both  public  and  private  prayer  which  we 
ought  devoutly  to  obferve,  there'is  a  habit 
of  devotion,  in  occafional  elevations  of  the 
foul  towards  God,  'which  highly  deferyes 
to  be  cultivated.  ,A  thoufand  occurrences 
which  happen  when  we  are  engaged  in  the 

*  Job,  iii.  17— J9.        ,t  1  Thcfl".  v.  17,        %  Matthi.  vi, 

affairs 
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affairs  of  the  world, :  apd  h  thoufand  obieds   S  E  R  M. 

•  •  •  XIX 

which  prefent  themfelves  to  our  view,  iQ 

the  earth  and  the  heavens  when  we  are 
folitary  and  alone,  may  fuggefl:  matter  of 
devout  ejaculation  towards  God.  By  che- 
riihing  fuch  a  habit,  w^e  preferve  on  our 
minds  the  native  fpirit  of  prayer.  We 
correct  thofe  evil  difpofitions  which  inter- 
courfe  with  the  world  is  always  apt  tp  in^ 
troduce  J  we  improve  xQjjr;; contemplation 
of  the  objeQs  which  furround.-us,  inito.an 
adl  of  devotion;  and  either  from'  the 
crowded  city,  or  the  folitary  field,  can  fend 
up  to  Heaven  that  homage  of  the  heart, 
which  is  no  lefs  acceptable  to  the  Almighty, 
than  if  it  arofe  in  vocal  form  from  the  midft 
of  the  temple.  In  this  fenfe  I  underftand 
the  injunction  given  \.o pray  without  ceafing* 

And  furely,   my  brethren,  when  we 

confider  the  high  value  of  thofe  bleffings 
for  which  we  depend  on  Heaven,  it  muft 
appear  to  every  rejQeQing  mind,  that  we 
cannot  be  too  earneft  in  our  fupplications  to 
obtain  them.  To  what  purpofe  tend  all 
our  prefent  folicitude  and  care ;  all  the  ap- 
plication of  the  thoughtful,  and  all  the  in- 
Juftry  of  the  adive  and  diligent?  Is  it  not 

14 


426  ^«  Prayer, 

SERM.  in  order  to  pafs  through  life,  contented, 
^  -  -J.  eafy,  and  happy  ?  But  can  you  pafs  through 
life  with  contentment  and  happinefs,  unlefs 
you  enjoy  peace  within,  a  good  confcience, 
and  a  comfortable  hope  of  a  future  cxif- 
tence  ?  Are  not  all  thefe  things  diredtly  and 
immediately  the  gifts  of  God,  imparted  by 
him  to  the  fouls  of  men  ?  And  can  you 
expert  to  receive  fuch  gifts,  unlefs  you  con- 
fcfs  your  dependance  on  Him  who  bellows 
them,  and  implore  them  from  that  gracious 
God,  who  givetb  to  all  men  liberally^  an 4 
upbraidetbnot^^^\^^'^'^'^^>^>'^-   •  - 


r'n/iJ^is  o?  8!  «l'ji/fw  jnt>7'j  t^r?**^ 

•tj«   teflJA^n^'^l^  Yh>;^b  5Tom   n  iSiiA   nnti 

£5 arm  inc.  noqu  tbwL  o1  v dhow  siom  bn& 
.hor)  io  imm-^^bu{  Isnii  "niilo  ^zhb'uMh 
jnofr^ib-t  "b  ti^ti  ^nr/'j  oj  ^itarn^Ioi  abbi  ll 

li   •  -      •    •  ' 
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:v30ff3iolS'^E  R  M  O  I^  XX.  >  uof 
bii£  Yift0jf»  th6  tafi  JtiBgitient.  -  ^amo- 
urt-  a.!ij  bnA    H  i.i^rrj   j^  ek/oi.s'ilj  -ol  fiiiili 

twoihid  Off 7/  xfiiH  no  sDn^bnaqsjb  ii/ov 'al^;* 
?.£/'      r,t:fi  COKINTHIA^S,  V.    lOilf.    ffl^fl? 

For  te;(?  w///?  all  appear  before^^  the  judgm&ntr-c 
feat  of  Cbrlfty  that  every  one  may  receive 
the  things  done  in  his  body^  according  to 
that  he  hath  done^    whether   it  be  good 
or  bad* 


T 


HESE  words  prefent  to  our  view  the   SER 


M. 


great  event  which  Is  to  determine  the  ^^ 
fate  of  all  mankind.  No  article  of  Chrif- 
tian  faith  is  more  clearly  afcertained  in 
Scripture,  is  of  greater  importance  in  itfelf, 
and  more  worthy  to  dwell  upon  our  minds 
than  this,  of  the  final  Judgment  of  God. 
It  adds  folemnity  to  every  part  of  religion ; 

it 
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SERM.  It  introduces  an  awful  ferioufnefs  into  our 
thoughts,  by  placing  in  the  moft  ftriking 
light,  the  clofe  connexion  between  our 
prefent  .behaviour  and  our  everlafting 
happinefs  or  mifery.  In  the  Gofpel,  it  is 
defcribed .  with  fo  :  many  cirpumftances  of 
awe  and  terror,  as  may,  to  many,  render 
the  confideration  of  this  fubjed  dark  and 
difagreeable.  But  we  muft  remember,  that 
though  religion  be  often  employed  to  foothe 
and  comfort  the  diftrefled,  and  though  this 
be  one  of  its  moft  falutary  effects,  yet  this 
is  not  the  only  purpofe  to  which  it  is  to  be 
applied  by  minifters  of  .the  Gofpel.  In 
the  midft  of  that  levity  .and  diffipatlon 
with  which  the  world  aboundsji^is  necef- 
fary  to  awaken  the  giddy  and  unthinking, 
by  fetting  before  them,  in  full  view,  all  the 
dangers  '  they  incur  by  their  condud. — 
Knowing  the  terror  of  the  Lord^  adds  the 
Apoftle,  in  the  verfe  immediately  following 

the  text,  we perfuade  ,me.n^ In  treating 

pf  this  fubjeft,  I  iliall,  in  the  firft  place, 
ftate  the  .arguments  which  reafon  affords 
for  the  bejief  of  .a  .judgment  to  come  ;  and 
iJiall  nexjt,  ,ibew  ths.  irQ,prp_^f ]p^;s  Ti^hich 
u  we 
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we  ought  to  make  of  the  particular  dUr-  SERM, 
coveries  the  Gofpel  hath  made  to  u«  con* 
cerning  It. 

I.  By  taking  a  view  of  the  arguments 
which  I'^afon  afFords  for  the  belief  of  a 
general  judgment,  our  faith  in  the  di£- 
coveries  of  the  Gofpel  will  receive  con- 
firmation, from  difcerning  their  confonance 
with  the  natural  fentiments. of .  the.JbumAU 
heart.  ■VA-r-'uirlixt.  vv;:':^b';M 

In  the  firft  place,  arid  as  the  foundation 
of  all,  I  begin  with  obferving,  that  there 
is  in  the  nature  of  things  a  real  and  eternal 
difference  between  righ.t  and  wrong,  be- 
tween a  virtuous  and  an  immoral  condu<3: ; 
a  difference  which  all  men  difcern  of  them- 
felves,  and  which  leads  them  unavoidably 
to  think  of  fome  adlions  as  deferving  blame 
and  punilhment,  and  of  others  as  worthy 
of  praife  and  reward.  If  all  adions  were 
conceived  as  indifferent  in  their  nature,  no 
idea  of  juftice  and  retribution  would  bfe 
found  among  men ;  they  would  not  coBh 
lider  themfelvcs  as  in  any  view  accountable 
for  their  a<3;rons  to  any  fuperiour.  But 
8  this 
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S  E  RM.  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe.     Every  mail 
feels  himfelf  under  a  law ;    the  law  of  his 
being,  which  he  cannot   violate    without 
being  felf-condemned.     The  moft  ignorant 
heathen   knows  and  feels,  that  vvheftjhe 
has  committed  au  unjuft-^or  'ituel  action, 
he  has  committed  a  crime  Kalflddeferves 
puniftiment.     Never  was  there  a  nation  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  among  whom  there 
4id   not   prevail  A  confcioufnefs  that,  by 
inhumanity  and  fraud,-  they  juilly  expofed 
themfelves  to  th^  hatred-  oV  th^e  around 
them,  and  to  th^  dtfpleafure  of  atiy  fedret 
invifible  power  that' ruled  the  world.  This, 
therefore,  may  be  -affumed  as  an  incontro- 
'vertible  principle,  that   the  difference   of 
good  and^vil  in  acftioh^,  is  not  founded  ori 
arbitrary  opinions  "or  inftitutions,  but '  in 
the  nature  of  things,- arid  the  nature  of 
man  ;  and  accords  with  the  iinivcrfal  fenfc 
of  the  human  kind.   -  This  beiiig  the  cafe, 
it  is  certainly  rcafonable,   -•       ' 

j^dii^ -the  fecond  place,  to  think  that  the 
•Ruler  of  the 'world  will  make  fome  dif- 
'^inflibn^ambVig  his  creatures'  according  to 
'Vhcir  a(Sfi6ns ;  and  if  thn  diftiri^on  be  not 
^'•'  '  made, 
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ttiidc,  or  only  impeifedly  made  in  tills  SERM. 
life,  there  will  be  fome  future  ftate  of 
exiftence  in  which  he  will  openly  reward 
and  punilh.  To  fuppofe  God  to  be  a 
mere  indifferent  fpe(ftator  of  the  conduct 
of  his  creatures,  regarding  with  an  equal 
eye  the  evil  and  the  good,  is  in  efiedt  to 
annihilate  his  exiftence  ;  as  it  contradidls 
every  notion  which  mankind  have  enter- 
tained of  a  Supreme  Being  as  juft  and 
good.  It  would  reprefent  him  as  inferiour 
in  characSter  to  many^of  his  creatures  on 
earth  :  as  there  is  no  fl^anof  tolerable  vir- 
tue and  humanity  who  is  not  fhocked  at 
the  commifTion. 9^.  atrocious  crimes,  and 
.who  does  not  defire  to  fee  the  guilty 
^punifhed,  the,  innocent  protected,  and  the 
virtuous  rewarded.— If  there  exift  at  all 
a  God  who  governs  the  world,  (and  what 
nation  has  not  acknowledged  him  to  exift  ?) 
as  a  governor  he  undoubtedly  will  a£t ; 
and  as  fuch,  will,  =foniew;here,  and  at  fome 
period  or  other,  reward  and  punifh,  accord- 
ing as  his- ^9reatures  obey,:  or  violate,  that 
law  whi(tlv.he  originally  implanted  in  thdr 
.hearts;-rr-^p:^W^^^jer-;  ^  this  be  compktely 
.done-  ii^ th?, prefect i  world,  is  BOt  a  point 
:.  .^  that 


SERM.  that  requires  long  difcuflion*     The  expe- 
^_^^^.   rience  of  all  ages  has  fliewn,  that  pain  and 
pleafure,  profperity  and  adverftty^  are  not 
2^t  prerentdiftributeji  by  Fro  vi^pfiee  exactly 
^cc4>rding  to  the/i^§&re  pf  ^st€ft!^<|)robkyi 
a^^s-iWorth,   but  are  appfirenvlyv^Jc^^lfti:^^ 
^\\h   X  promi£cuou^,;ban^»oriI^e^Q5ft:  fhei 
antient  complaint,,  that  all  things  come  aMe 
to,  ^l  men.;  that  there  is  one  e-vent  to  the 
fighttotis  an^i^^-wicMd ;    that  to  poverty 
and  difapppifjifptenttthe  righteous  are  often 
left,  •  Twhile  thii  kit^tlP^i^s ; of_  robbers  pro/per. 
.V, ,' ' .  Aii-:iMt^i^^iye(^(fr^pi}  r  hence  might ;  at^ 
f]rft%)iew'aiHi^.r^j)t  fi^vqiirable  to  the   doc-, 
inn e  \\'e  '■  myi<\  fy^|r<t)rt ^ :feiit n  jve  hm^iW. 

r*'..r'iii'    to   lofi'  '.iab'iO'  do's   o;,>if;^.tV*'?<b|(; 
;^:ljtJ;'tl^e  thi;:4^|)l^e^^t,  although  full 

retribution  be  not,  as.yef  ^,4de  to  the  good 

and  to  the  evil,  y^t  plain  marks  appear  of 

3.  government^;  ajreaijy;  beg i^u  find  carried 

on  by  Go4  .  ia^^,^^i,v^jf^,  thwgh  not 

fully  compl|te4;^£^|ij|^,^^  h]^  favouring 

providing  puniflimepts,|br  jyt9e,,^,^This  ob- 
fervatiort  defehrep;.'tp  b?  {)artiqularly. attend- 
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for  a  future  judgment. In  the  prefent   s  R  R  M. 

fyflem  of  things,  had  the  righteous  been 
uniformly  happy,  and  the  wicked  at  all 
times  miferable,  future  judgment  might 
have  appeared  unneceffary,  as  juftice  had 
already  taken  place.  On  the  other  hand, 
had  no  diftindtion  whatever  taken  place  in 
the  prefent  fyftem  between  the  righteous 
and  the  wicked  as  to  happinefs  and  mifery, 
there  might  have  been  ground  to  fufpedt 
thit,  finee  liniverfal  diforder  at  prefent 
prevailed,  diforder  would  ever  continue, 
and  never  be  rectified  by  any  future  judg- 
ment. But  neither  of  thefe  fuppolitions 
is  founded  in  fa6t.  The  prefent  ftate  of 
the  moral  world  is  neither  a  ftate  of  com- 
plete juftice  and  order,  nor  of  abfolute 
diforder,  but  a  ftate  of  order  and  juftice 
begun    and    carried   to  a   certain   length, 

though  left  as  yet  imperfedl.-^ Obferve, 

my  brethren,  that  in  the  whole  ftrudure 
and  conftitution  of  things,  God  hath  fliewn 
himfelf  to  be  favourable  to  virtue,  and. 
inimical  to  vice  and  guilt.  He  hath  made'^ 
a  fixed  provifion  for  happinefs  to  virtue 
by  the  powerful  recommendation  which  it 
carries  to  univerfal  cfteem  and  love  ;  by  the 
Vol.  V.  Ff  m^inifold 
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SERM.  manifold  benefits  which  it  procures  to  fo- 
^^-  ciety;  by  the  health,  peace,  and  comfort  of 
mind  which  it  brings  ,tp  the  virtuous  man. 
At.the  fame  time,  .from  the  crimes  of  the 
wicked,  a  multitude  of  miferies  ,is  made 
infallibly  to  fprin^;  lofs  of  ch^rai^er  and 
efleem,  and  of  confidence  arid  regard,  ia 
fociety ;  health  always  impaired  by  vice  ^ 
and  all  comfortable  enjoyment  of  UFq  dif- 
turbed  by  an  uneafy  companion  which  the 
finner  carries  about  with  him  in  his  own, 
confcience,  upbraiding  him  for  his  crimes, 
and  .thjeatening  .hixn  with  the  difpleafure  of 
the  Almighty.,^j^^J^  ih^k^^'  l^Crp 
'.^  Tjhefe,  fre  not  things  of  cafual  or  acpi^r 
dental  occurrence,  but  of  univerfal  expe- 
rience, taking  their  rife,  from  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  our  nature,  ^and^  frpm  the  fixed  laws 
which; regulate,  hun^n  events.  They.  {he\y. 
us  what  the  dired  tendency  of  virtue  and 
vicejs  appointed  by  I^rovidence  to  be ;  and 
j£.  this  tendency  be  not,  in  every  inftance, 
carried  into  effecSt,  o-yvji^g-yta  circumftances 
w.!b^ch;(belongito  Qurj  pr^nt  ftate  of  proba- 
tion and;  difcipline,., j?5t  fuc.)^  an  eftablifhed 
natural  tendency^  Gaxries  a  fufficient  intimar 
.^ii&niijf  |hf  \vill  and  pleafure  of  our  Creator. 
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We  fee  his  tbr me  already  fet-ftt judgment »_  S  E  R  M. 
By  his   beginning  in   this  world  both  to, 
reward  and  to  puniflj^  we  clearly  behold^ 
^m ,  a^>ng' a^  a  gciv^rnor   and   a  judgdj" 
and  are  led  t6  progriofticate  what  courfe  he 
will  hereafter  hold.     By  the  conftitutiori 
of  things  which  he  has  fixed  here,  lie  has 
?ts  plainly  fignifi<;d' that  he  favours  the  vir-* 
tupus.  and  is  difpletifed  with  xJiy^  wicked^  as 
if  he  had  declared  it;t6  \is'  b;^  a  voice  frottt^ 
the  clouds.— Althougii,  ,tli'ig'^tefent  ftate'df* 
mjrnkind  requires  thar?he'pil'fli0uld  fom'e-»! 
times  fufFer,  and  the  fihii*dr  be  allowed  t<^* 
profper,  theftrongeft  prefumpdoti  ftill  re-?^ 
mains  that  there  is  a  period  to  come,  when 
Qod   will  complete  his  righteous  govern-^-' 
ment  by  making  the  one   fully  bleft,  and 
rendering  the  other  as  miferable  as  they  det 
ferve  to  be  ;  efpecially  as  we^pan  obferv^'  T 

In  the  fourth  place,  that  a  fatisfadory 
account  may  be  given  why  juidgment  is  at 
prefent  poftponed^  arid  complete  retribution 
not  made,  either  to  the  good  .or  the  bad. 
We  are  to  take  notice,  that  even  amon^ 
men,  the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  government 
do  not  confift  iQ  immediately  rewarding 
F^f  2  and 


XX. 
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SERM.  and  \>\^m^\ri'^'^^^  ^^^^^^^i^^^l^vX' ^ 
exercillng  thofe  ads  of  government  pub- 
licly, at  fuch  times  aiid  with  fuch  cifcuni- 
ftances  as  may  have*  thie  iiffbA^^powerful 
effecfl  for  the  benefit  of  fociety.'  '  A  fimilar 
confideration  perfedly  accounts  for  the  full 
execution  of  juftice  being  delayed  by  God 
in  this  world  ;  for  rewards  and  punifhments 
being  only  begun  herd,  but  left  unfiniflied. 
Were  they  completed  in  this  world  to  their 
full  extent,  all  the  purpofes  of  a  ftate  of 
trial  and  difcipline  would  be  defeated.  No 
room  would  be  left  for  excrcife  and  im- 
provement to  the  good  in  many  virtues, 
if  they  Were  never  to  undergo  any  trials  j 
if  they  felt  full  reward  immediately  cort- 
ferred  on  every  tight^ous  adlion  they  per- 
formed, and  faw  the  Wicked  inflantly  cut 
off,  as  foon  as  a  crime  was  committed. 
For  falutary  difcipHiVe,  therefore,  to  the 
good,  in  'order td  improve  their  virtues  •  and 
from  patieiilfe:^^o'rtie'^bk'4;'ifi''6rder  to  give 
them  robitt  ft^  ¥effenttne^;'i\:  was  fit  and 
wife  that  final  judgment  fliould  at  prefent 
be  poftponed.  Divinef  jufti<^e  ftands  for  a 
whilei'as-beTiind  the  V^il,  anU  leaves  rri en 
itr  fiiU  /^opb^#2[a^^re^dii^Hc?\h^if  tfif- 

.  '  '  ferent 
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fcrent  difpofitions,  that  their. real  charaders   s E  RM. 
may  be  fully  difplayed  ;  the  fidelity  of  the      ^  * 
upright  be  tried  and  proved,  and  the  obft»< 

»ately  -wicked  left  without  excufe". -The 

delay  x)f'.judgment,  therefore,  and  the  feem- 
ing  inequality  that  now  takes  place  in  the 
t'^^ys^pf  Proyidence,  is  fo  far  from  forming 
#»yfr:gro«rn4 -of  fufpicion  that  judgment 
will  never  come,  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
^n^rgument  of  the  wifdora  of  the  divine 
government,  and  neceflarily  enters  into  the 
plans  it  is  now  carrying  forward. 
-.:  Such  are  the  prej[i^n^pt,ion^  which  reafon 
furnifhes,  foT  renden^g^k  i^prf,^th^n^proi 
bable  that,  at  the  4;op^^|40ja,  qF  b^man 
things,  God  will  retidcr  to  evtsry  one  according 
to  bis  works.  They  may  fcrve  to  ftrengthen 
our  faith ;  but  on  mere  reafonings  our 
faith  refts  not.  God  in  his  mercy  has  given 
us  furer  light  ia^n  article  of  fo  great  impor- 
tance. To.jtbe  confideration,  therefore,  of 
the  difcoveries  whjiqh  the  gofpel  of  Chrift 
hath  made  to.}i.%y^^,j^Qyf  proc^f^^^  rrpifi': 

•11,^ cm  aj^f^  j5nQw;vh0\kr  o^f^i^  arie 
affured  in  the  Nf>v-,Xeftawc<^^,ppaj[;rp 
hath  appoint &d^  a  dqy  in^^hkh  hcr^tviH^jt^dge 
■     ./t  ""  '  >/3'  ''"  '        the 
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SB  R  M.  the  world  in  ngbteoufnefji^,\m'ii6ij  and  an, 
^^-  hour  which  nOvinan  ;knoweth,biit  which 
Is  fixed  in  the  counfels  of  Heaven*/ :  la. the 
facred  writings  a  very  particular  account 
18  given  us  of  thcvwhole  procedure  of  that 
fblemn  day,  accompanied  with  ^^  ^fl^.i^ 
bjage  of  circuraftances^Qfct%^y,oa<3ft:a^fQi 
JWid.,t0ri3^c„n:atiij®^<r{jrhe  iceoe  is,fuch  as 
forbids  lalL'.attempta^tQ^b.'^ighten,.  or  eveii  to 
do  it  juilice.by  human!  defcription.  Be^ 
neath  fuch  a  fu,bje<3:  all  imagination  fmksi 
The  efforts^  pli^^f he  •^d'^clfiiine^  .  or  J:he  poet 

formed  that  the  laff.d^,  .fhall  be  ufhered  in 

hyjfgns  in.  the  fun  y  andftgns  in  the  moon  0nd 

JlaVA  I  upon  the  earth  dijlrefs  of  tiations  with 

perplexity  ;    the  fea  and  the  weaves  roaring; 

metis  hearts  failing  them  for  fear^  and  for 

looking  after  the  things  which  .are  coming  on 

the  earth^^for  the  powers  jf  Heaven  /hall  be 

fhaken,     .  The  found  of  a   trumpet  Jhall  be 

beard-,  At  which  the  dead  fball  rife  out  of 

their  graves.. ., . The  fgn.of  the  San .  of  Man 

fhall  appear.     Hefjjall  come  in  a  cloud  with 

ppwef^and^reaf^  glpry^  md  all  the  My  An- 

^el^,with  him,,  1   A  .great  whit^^  throne  fball 

^he  fety  and  b^.  Jhall  fit  thereon  in  bis  glory. 
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Before-  him  Jhall  be  gathered  all  nations,   ^^^^ 
Booh  JhaU  he  opened^  and  the  dead  jljall  be 
judged  out  of  the  things  which  are  found 
written  in  the  bM^,  '  'He  fhall  feparate  the 
righteous  foW  the    1101  eked  as  a  foepherd 
d'eoidith  the Jheep  from  the  goats ;  and  hefdl 
fet'the  tight  eons  on  his  right  hand^  and  the 
wicked  on  his  left!  'f hen  fs  all  he  fay  to  them 
oh  his  right  hand.    Come,  ye  blejfed  of  my 
Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  ydB 
from  the  fdundation  of  the  nJiJorld,  '  Toihefit 
on  his  lift  hand  he  fall  fay.  Depart  from  mf, 
ye  curfed,  into  evevlajling  fire,  prepared  for 
the  Devil  and  his  angels ;  and  ibefe  foall  g'd 
into  everlafing  punijhment,  hut  the  righteous 
into  life  /?/^r;?^/^.-i^-i--^Wh^tKef  every  one' 
of  the  circumftances  here  fet  forth  is  to  be 
underftood  in  a  ftridly  literal  fenfe,  or  wit!? 
fome  meafure  of  myftical  and  allegorical 
interpretation,  it  is  not  feafy  to  determine; 
nor  is  itefiential  for"^us  tc^'Icno^Ar.     Reg^fr^ 
muft  be  had  to  the    figurative  ftyJe  frei* 
quently  employed  by  the  fkcred  writers,  of 
whiclVwe  firtd  fB   rri any  ekam pies   in   the 
prophetical  ^T»ifings  and- the  Book- of  !R!e| 
Ve1atk)ft§,^\Vv^hemn  ^tliofe   fpititiur*  divilne 

♦  Luke,  xxt.  2$.     Daniel,  vti.  9.     Matth.  XXv.  51. 

^'^''''^.  Ff  \  things 
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SERM.  things  which  are  above  our  conception, 
are  let  forth  under  fuch  reprefentations  of 
fenfible  objedlsaad  appearances  as  are  mod 
calculated  to  ftrike  and  imprefs  our  minds. 
The  circumftance,  for  inftance,  of  books 
being  opened  before  the  Judge,  as  contain- 
ing a  regifter  of  every  man's  actions,  :andt 
©f  the  dead  being  judged  from  what  haid^ 
been  written  in  thofe  books,  is  plainly  a 
metaphorical  allufion  to  what  is  pracStifed 
among  men ;  defigned  merely  to  convey 
the  ftrongeft  impreffion  of  God's  ftricl  and 
accurate  obfervation  of  the  minuteft  par- 
ticulars of  men's  behaviour  on  earth,  ^^ft 
is  fufEcient  for  us  to  be  fatisfied,  that  wh^t- 
e^er  tremendous  grandeur  may  attend  tK^ 
judgment  of  the  laft  day,  it  will  be  conl- 
duded  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhall  be  per- 
fedly  fuirable  to   the    perfections    of  the 

Almighty. Kefting  on  fuch  facls  as  arcT 

plainly  and  explicitly  revealed  on  this  fub- 
jedi,  let  us  confidei^i  iJ^jioq*]^  Aiji:*. 

r.jK  the  firfl:  plaeev^rthc  -pferfofi  whd  iJl^to 

'  ^ft  as  Judge,  even  the  eternal  Son  of  God. 

lyp  m^il'^11,   fays  xht  it-KX^  appear  J^efors 

the  judgment-feat  of  Cbrif},      This  is   ye- 
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peatc4  in  many  paflages  of  the  New  Tef^  SER'M. 
tament  The  dayr  of  judgment  is  termed 
the <  day t^cf:  the iSon:  xif  Man*  I'he  Father^ 
we  arc  KoXAyjudgtib  no  mafiy  but  hath  cbm*- 
viittcd  ail  judgment  to  the  Son  *.— This  cOiW 
flitiuion  of  Providence  is,  in  many  rei 
fpects,  wife,  fie,  and  gracious.  It  was 
highly  proper  that  he  who  once,  rn.tfee 
Gaufe  of  God  and  mankind,  ftood  as  4 
criminal  before  impious  judges  on  earth",, 
ihould  be  thus  fignally  ;WiilLdii:ated  and  hofc 
noured,  by  appearing'  iqAitihe  illuftrious 
character  of  the  JiidgerjEjf  allitlie  earth,  it 
was  fit  that  the  charafter  of  Judge  and 
Sovereign  fliould  be  made  known,  as  added 
tp  the  other  ehara^ElcrSihe;  bore,  of  Prieft 
and  Prophet,  in  order  to  give  weight  and 
authority  to  air  his  precepts,  from  the 
^wful   confideration  that  on  our  obedience 

to  him  depetids.  our.  everlafting  fate. ^ 

But  the  mod  ftriking  and  rmportant  circum.^ 
ftance  in  this  appointment:<^  Provideac^Cia^ 
the  afTurance  which  it  affords  us  ©f  the 
perfed:  equity'^oftthis •^firr^t' j^dgnften'ti  '-'For 
here  we  "hcehoid -a*Jadige~  ^p^ho  -is^Xatett,"^ 
we  may  sfe^^u from  among-  oiLU^fel^Sv^^  ^ffe 

.n;v^^-  ^  dwelt 
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S'llftiw.  dwelt  among  us  on  earth,    and   did    not! 

v^^K^4«i^   difdain  to  call  us  brethren.     He  knows  ex-- 
perimentally  what  human  pailions  and  hu-. 
man  frailties  are,;  and  what  the  ApG{ile,.ta< 
the  Hebrews  fays  of  him  as  a  Prieft,  niay^ 
be  as  fully  applied  to  him  as  a  Judge.     We 
have   not  a  Judge  "who  cannot  be  touched 
ibitb  thefeelhig  of  our  infirmities  ^^  hutM^te^ 
^bo'Was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  ive  are\, 
yei  without  fm.     The   infinite  majefty  of 
the  Supreme  Being  is  an  objed:  at  all  times^^ 
overwhelming  to  the  mind.     In  the  fitua- 
tion   of  a  Judge  particularly,  it  might iill 
us  with  difmay.     But  in  the  perfon  of  our 
blelTed  Redeemer,  that  majefty  is  placed  in 
if-'tnildcr    light.     The  attribute  of  mercy 
tomes  forward  in  fo  confpicuous  a  manner, 
as  to  allay  the  dread  we   would   otherwife 
entertain.     To  the  obftinate  and  hardened 
f  nner,  the  judgment  of  our  Saviour  may 
indeed  juftly  occafion   terror.     Well  may 
they  be  dfraid  of  appearing  before  the  judg- 
iment  fejtt  of  Chfift,  who  have  fcorned  and 
de^ife^  him  and  his  religion.     But  to  t1fe 
pious  and  the  humble,  no  confederation  can 
carry  more  comfort  than  that  they  are  to 
appear  in  judgment    before   him  who  fo 

loveil 
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loved  the  hitman  race  as  to  die  for'them  ;   S  E  RMl 
and  from   whom,  therefore,  may  be    ex- 
pe(fied  every  '^  favourable  all owa  rice  which 
tlieir  cafe  w*!!!  afdmit.-— From  the  contemn 
plafibn^bf  the'Jtidge,  letusj^i  Ai>.^  ,F4H-«^£p 

^I#the'^eeoiid'  plade;  nirh  %ifr  thoughts 
Awards  the  perfons  who  are  to  be  judged. 
Thfefei  we  are  again  and  again  informed; 
f!iall  be  all  mankind  ;  both  the'qliick  atiti 
ffie^dead';  tft^fe^v^cf^fhaiPth^fi  be  fbuiit 
upon  the  earth  ;  arid 'ilf  6ft e*paft'geiieraLtio?is 
who  have  finifh'ed  t^iiV  couffe,  and  beeii 
long  ago  gathered  untb'iheir  fathers.  Wt 
Ttiuji  all^  fays  the  tex'tj  apptar  before  ihe 
judgment-feat  of  Chrift. — No  privilege  (hall 
i^xempt  the  gte^f,^' lilo  obfcurity  fheltefthfe 
ibv^'from  the  jiidgtfient  'of  God.'  'All^'^thfe 
frivolotis  d?ftia^%ii&"  'v^ich  '  fa{hiori'*'a(Afl 
vanity  hid  ifiCfbdadea  amdrig'meh,  fhatrat 
that  day  ■  be  ^an^ilftlSyaf^^'No  long^  niall 
we  then  appear  lindeF'tHe^peffdnateid  cha- 


to  be  judged  according  to  our,  worksY;-Tn 
the  one  ^feat'diliindrbri  oT  good'al^'bad, 

of 


§^  R  M.  of  righteous  or  wicked,  all  other  diflindiona 
fliall  then  be  eternally  loft.  Let  the  fore^ 
^ghtof  this  humble  the  pride  of  the  .:Qften» 
;tatious  and  the  great.  Thou  who  now.cWfl- 
lie  ft  thy  head  fo  high,  flialt,  upon  the  famq 
r  •footing  with  thy  ioweft  dependent,  ftand 
lj>:6foreithe  tiubunal  of  the  Almighty.  Thou 
whjGhiiPV^^iopprcfleft  thy  weak  brother,  with 
impunity,  flialt  then  tremble  forthlTie^wn 
iaff ty.  as  muffh^  .perhaps  more  than  he, 
:For  there  is  no  r^pe^.:  of  p.srfom  .ivkh  Gad^, 
rrr-^— The  laft.dajyi^ijuftly  ftyled  the  day  of 
'the  revelatimh^f  >.tkofarets  pf .  all  hearts.. 
Stripped  .  of uail h:4^gAiifej  the  charadiec ..  of 
/every  man  ftiall  hounveited  to  public;  view. 
Then  ftiall  the  fajfe  friend  be  deteded,  the 
concealed  (landerer.-  be  .  expofed,  the  fe.cret 
adulterer,  the  treacherous  enemy,  the  hypor 
critical  pretender,  be  all  brought  to  light.r-?- 
iWihataeheck  ftioiild  the  thoughts  of  this  dif- 
kovery  givetd  liic>arts  of  diffimulation  and 
falfehood  ?  What  avails,  it  thee,  O  wife  man  of 
the  world  I  to.pafe  fpr  a  Ihort  time  with  fair 
colours  before  the,  eye  of  men,  if  by  the 
eye;of.G.od:thou^rt  already  difcovered,  and 
•^ak,.  afrla^iv^be.. difcovered  to  the  vievy,  of 
-all  mankind  ?. .  If  no.w.thoii  arc  i<^  folicitou^ 
..\\m\^.  .  to 
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to  cdiiceal  thy  teal  charader  from  die  world,  s  iE'fc^^. 
arid  canft  not  bfear  that  the  defigas  and  .  _^ 
intrigues  which  bav©  pafled  through  thy 
fiwnd  in  th©'  couiCe  of  but  one  day  fliould 
bfeall  Made  known,  doft  thou  not  tremble 
af  the  thoOgh't  of  the  whole  machinations 
Ofv thy  life  being  brought  forth  and  pro- 
^htmed  before  afiembled  men  and  angels '? 
»««^«-At  this  great  day  tooytrwheniifecret 
^e^is  made  known  ii;i  order-to  be%psi|' 
nifhed,  fecret  virtue  fhall  be  difclofed  and 
rewarded.  The  humble  good  man,  who 
pafled  unnoticed  through  the  obiburity.  of 
private  life  ;  whofe  days,  if  not  marked  by 
any  fplendid  deeds,  were  ennobled  by  vir- 
tuous adlionsj  ihall  thenbe  frngted  out 
from  the  crowd,  and  brought  forward  as 
the  friend  of  God  and  heaven. — The  an- 
guilh  of  the  wicked,  upon  the  difcovery 
and  comparifon  of  the  life  of  fuch  a  perfdn 
with  their  own,  is  thus  beautifully  defcribed 
by  one  of  the  Apocryphal  writers;  Tins 
was  he  whom  i&e  had  fome times  in  deri/iatA 
and  a  prove fb  of  reproach.  Wc  fools  ac^ 
i^ounted  his  life  ftiadnefs^  and  his  ejid  to  be 
without  honour,'  'ffoiv  he  is  numbered  aMo^x^ 
th'e'ehiliren  ofGod:^  and  hiyM  h^^kmg  the 

•9'  ~      Jaints. 
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^'^y^^'  famts.  But'  'tihe^'^'wearied  our/elves  in  the 
^V«=vraw  ix^dy  ""of  deJiruElion.  What  hath  pride  prO" 
Jited  ui  f'^'-^  'whtit  gbvd  baib"^  riches  with 
oar  'vaunting ■  brought  iif' ?•'  ^j4tl  tbofe  things 
arc  pajfcd  away  like  ajhadowl  ^  and  ^  d  -^pxfi 
tfjat  Fafted  by.  But  the  righteous  live' 'fir 
evermore.  Their  reward  alfo  is  with  the 
Hord ;  and  the  care  of  them  with  the  Moji 

High  *. From  this-  view  of  the  pcrfons 

'^Ho  are  to  kppear  before  the  judgment-feat 
of  Chrift,  let- tis^  "^^"^ ■  c^^ -^^ •  ^-^^i^^i. ,iiv^b^i»^ 

fideration  of  the  things  ior\vhich  they  krfe' 
to  be  judged.'  ITiefe',  We' are  told  in  the 
text,    are  all  the  iljin^s'done' in  the  hodj], 
whether  they  he  goojd  ot  Bad.'  -  Thj$  iis'tn^ 
conftant  tenouroF  Scripture^  ttrat  men  are 
to  be  judged  according  to  their  aEiibns,     It 
is  not  fald  that  men  are  to  be  fihally  judgied 
according  to  their  principles  or  belief,  but 
according  id  their  works'.     This  does  ndt 
lead  to  SLtt7''"<:6hc1ufidn''tha^^¥ittcip^ 
belief  are  riot  efleritial  in  fdrirfing-  a'cha^ 
rarfer.     Without  good  principles  it  catinot 

be  expelled  there  can  be^^ny  reguiar  tenom? 

"■*  - '    •      ,         •  i.  (V'  i   ;■    ' '  '-    ■•^''  ..* 

*  Wifdom  of  St)lornbn,  s*  3; —  15. 

''^'-y  •  ■      -      of 


Osgood  a<aipp8.     But  adlons  are  the  teft   SERM. 
©(principles.,  .Whatever  we  may  pretend,     •^^* 
a^^.tx?.  pur  belief,*  "it  ^  \Jk%   ftraiaiof  o\^% 
awlions  that  iBuft  fhew  whether  our  prirx-^ 
qiples  l:\ave,.heen  gpod,  oo:   bad.;  ,and  fup^ 
pofing  them  ever   fo   gQod,    whether  we 
l^^ye^,a(|<p wed  them   to   exert  a  proper  iu- 
%^|^ce.pa,our   condu(9:.      The   conft^^^ 
do^cine  of  the  Cpipel  k,  by  tJieirrfruif^l'^t- 
Jhq,ll  kfiQip  tkevi^, :i'i^9t\ .tv^^.r^r^  ^^that  faith 
unto  mcy  Lord ^  Lor dy  hut  b& 'that,  doeth  the 
will  of  my  Father  fhall  enter  into  the  king- 
dpxn  of  heaven.^. — \ — 'Of  all  the  actions  we 
have  done,  it  is  reprefented  tliat,  in  the  day 
of  judgment    ftri<£t   cvjaminatioa    fhall    be 
taken.     Not  our  public  conduct  only,  and 
what  we  reckon  -the  momentous  parts  of 
our  life,  but  the  indulgence  of  our  private 
pleafures,    the   amufements  of  our   fecret 
thoughts  and  idle  hours,  fhall   be  brought 
into  account.     According   to  that   emble- 
matical reprcfentation  given  in  the  Gofpel, 
which  I  before  mentioned  as  an  e;xpreffiv^ 
figure,    there  is   an    invifible    pen- alwayj|J 
writing    oyer    our     heads,     anti    makiB^ 
an  exa«£t  rcgifter  of  all  the  traftfaOiQ^^o^^ 


•  Mfttth.  vii.  21.      :^'^^  -*'*' 


our 
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SERM.  our   life. — How  careful   and    circumfpcft 
^.^^Ji^   ought  this  to  render  us  over  every  pan  of 
our  behaviour  ?  If  any  of  our  aftions  were 
of  a  tranfient  and  fugitive  nature  ;  if  they 
were  to  die  with  us,  and  to  be  forgotterv 
as  foon  as  we  are  gone,  there    might    be 
fome  excufe  for  a  Ipofe  and.  inconfiderate 
condud.       But  w€   know  the  cafe  to  be 
widely   differeni; ;    and    that  what  we  are 
doing  novv,  J  we^(4(^  fpr  eternity*  ;N^       of 
our  adions  peri(Ii  and  are  forgotten.    They- 
wjll  all  acconipany   us  to  the  tribunal  of 
(^pd.     They  will ^thereteflify,  either  for 
or.againft    us;    a,nd^  however    much    we- 
might  wifli  to  difclaim /onie  of  them,  they 
may  be  confidered  a,s  Hftirxg  up  their  voices 
and  faying,  "  We  are  tKine,  for  thou  haft 
*'  done  us  :  wea,re  tU^;works^  and  we  will 
*'  lollow  thee.  ^ 

It  will  now  be  faid,  iffo  fevere  a  fcnitiriy 
muft  be  undergone  for  ^afP  we  have  done' 
and  thought,  who -fliaJF^fe  ^Wie  to  ftand 
before  God  in  judgment  ?  'How  far  from 
infiotehce  (hall  the  hQ?t  of  u^  be  found  at 
that  day  ?--r-The  thought  is  undoubtedly 
Alarming.  But  let  us'  not  defpond  ;  we  arc; 
alfured,  there  is  forgivel^^fs.'i^ltBGf^^  that 
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be  may  be  feared,  Heisnvfeiitremetdmark  S^^^* 
iniquity ;  for  he  knows  our  frame  and  ft* 
members  we  are  duji.  Powerful  is  the  atone- 
mfefit  of  our  blefled  Redeemer  to  procurl' 
pandba  fdrlihe  greateft  (inner  who  has  been 
petiiretki;""  We  have  all  reafon  to  belieVei^ 
that  krfilUft  nurnberlefs  infirmities  whicH' 
attend  humanity,  what  the  great  Judge  will 
chiefly  regard,  is  the,  habitual  prevailing 
tiirn  of  our  hea^t  atid  lif'^ ;  how  far  we 
have  been  aduated'Ky  a  undet'e 
do  our  duty.     This"^^  'WB^  ^  Ceftaitti 


that  all  the  meafiires  of  ^th is  judgment  fliiM 
be  conducted  with'  moft  |)effe6i:  equity. 
God  will  not  exa6t  troni  any  man  what  he 
had  never  given  hini.  'He  will  judge  him. 
according  to  the  degree  of  light  that  was 
afforded  him,  according  to  the  means  of 
knowledge  and  improvement  that  wer6 
put  into  his  hands.  Hence,  many  a  vit^ 
tuous  heathen  fhall  be  preferred  beforp 
many  mere  profeflTors  qf ,  Chriftian  faith, 
Iheyjhall  corn  from  the  ,eafl  and  the  wejl^ 
the  north  and  the  fouthy  and  ft  dopfijp, 
the  kingdom  of  God;  when  thei  child^i^f^ 
the  kingdom  are  cq/i  out  *.      Fo.r^,. '  ^j^^. 

*  Luke,  xiii.  29.     Matth,  vlij.  11. 

Vol.  V.  Gg  Apollle 
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SERM.   Apoflle   to   the   Romans  hath    taught    us, 
Q__*^   they    who  Jtnned    without    the   laWy.    that 
is     without    knowledge  ,  of  ^^0  '^  written 
law,  JJjall  perijh^  fhall   be  judged,  without 
the  la'w ;  for  ivhen  the  Gentiles  ivhicb  have 
net   the   lawy    do^    by    nature^    the:,\thmgs 
contained  in    the    laiv,    tbefe    having    not-, 
the  la'w ^  are  a  la'w  unto  them/elves  *.         i- , 
In  the  account  given  by  our  Lord  of  thf<_ 
procedure  of  the  laft  judgment,  in  the  25tlii 
chapter  of  the  Gofpelpf,  Matthew,  partis 
cular  llrefs  is  la,id  upon  works  of  benefi- 
cence and  mercy;  on  the  hungry  being  fed, 
the   naked    being    clothed,    and    the     Tick 
being  vifited  by  the  righteous.     But  though 
in,  that  parable,    no  virtues  of  any  other 
kind  are  particularized,    we   are  certainly 
not  to  infer  any  exclufion  of  other  parts.- 
of  duty  ;  of  piety,  juftice,  temperance,  and 
purity  ;  as  requifite  to  the  charader  of  the 
man,  who,  at  the  laft  day,  will  be  accepted 
by  God.  .  The  fcope.^of  the  parable  was  tQ  . 
imprefs  tjiat  covetous,  and  fel^Ih  nation  ofj' 
the,  Jei^s,,^  tq^  whpm,  the,, parable, .was  ad-  t 
-dreffed,  with  a  deep  ^^fe,of  the  importr- 
ance  of  thjufe  virtMea;  m  iVifhipK vthfiy,  ;wer.e-' 

*  Rom.  il,  12,  i^. 

■    _  .   _  remarkably 


v/ 
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remarkably   deficient,    and   which    are  in   SEP. M. 
themfelves  fo  eflential,  compaffion  and  hu- 
manity to  their  brethren. — It   now    only 
remains,    ~  ^'^"^;;    '^'\  '^'-' 

'•^'J^T  the  laft  place,  to  fix  our  attention  on 
tVat  finar  definitive   fentence  which  is  to 
clofe  the  whole  procedure  of  the  laft  day, 
and  to  terminate  for  ever  the  hopes  and- 
fears  of  the  human  race.     The  righteouSi 
are  by  the  Great  Judge  called  to  eterna^ 
life    and    happinefs;  ^  and  the  wicked  ap- 
pointed to  go  into  everlafting  punifhmenti ' 
— Into  thofe  future  habitations  of  the  good 
and  the   bad,  it  is  not  ours  to  penetrate. 
All  that  we  know  is,  that  after  the  Judge 
hath  pronounced  the  righteous  to  be  the 
blejfed  of  his  Father^  they  Ihall  be  caught  up 
in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air^  andfo 
they  Jhall  be  ever  'w'lth  the  Lord  * ;  received  * 
into  manfions  where  all  the  inhabitants  Ihall' 
be  bleft ;  but  where  we  are  taught  there^ 
fhall  be  different  degrees   of  exaltation  anct^ 
felicity,*    according  ''to    the    advaricemenr'f 
which    men    had    made  4'n  •  hdllritfs^i*^^ 
virtue ;  one  glory  of  the  fun -^nd  another  gtbry 

*   I  ThefT.  iv.  jy. 
r>-'  '   "  G  g  2  of 
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S  E  R  M.  Qfthe  moon^  and  afiotbcr  glory  ojifjejiiiYSj 
■  ■       and  onejlar  differing  from  another  in  glory  *. 
On  the  mifery  prepared  for  the  reprobate, 
4tA  would  be  fhoeking  to  dwell;  and.  in  a 
high  degree  improper  and  preuimpluous 
,  in  us  to  defcant  on  the  degree  ana  d.uratipti 
pf  thofe  paaiihments  which  Tnfiriite  jufticfe 
and  wifdom  may  fee  caufe  to  infli(3:  on  the 
incurably    wicked.-- — The    whole    great 
fcheme  of  Prpy^dehce  bein^  now  completed, 
and  if 8.  waYsJfulW-  judjiicd  td  all  rational 
beings,  WLell.^^y^uniVQffal  acclamations  of 
praife  arife  fron).  all   the  heavenly   hoft'a  ; 
j^fi^dlelujah  to.Ixiu  tiatfittetb  on  the  t krone ^ 
<  and  to  the  lamb  of  God,  for  ever  and  ever  I 
rGre^t  ^  aik.1  marvellous .  are    all  thy    wor^s^ 
^  yl^d  God  Almighty ;  j^.  and  true  We  qll 
oUiy'.iiWfS^   tboxK..f^jn^  jof^^^aints  /}r~-iThi9 
J  (earth>  which. had.  bseii.fo Jong  the  theatre 
/,of  human  a<3.iQps.and  human  glory,  having 
-...B^JW  accoiT>pli(l)e4j-the  purpofe  for  which, 
;-a$ -a  ■^€uip9^-;afy;,,P:<iitliirej,  it,  was  ereded, 
^  rfhaiJ^r»t^tJii§  G^fes)riTfeatiof),Q£,things,  finally 
i^^U'ppp^arftqjn  the  \xx^v^i£<^f^^.,^The  heavens 
^}.fiail^fqfsrj^imy  'witb^^n  Sl^,^^^  (^^\f^ >  J^ 
elements  fljall  melt  ivifb  fervent  beat ;    the 

»^' »^  J''"^":  •   I   Cotmtji.  XV,  41. 

2  tartb 
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earth  and  the  works  that  are  therein  /hall  S  E  R  M. 

.  XX. 

b£  burnt  up'^  'f  and  its  place  Jhall  know  it  no 

^pr£  ! 

-••'■"■''     "  i    ■ 

Let  lis  hear  the  conch  [ton  of  the  whole 

^^afteh  i  Fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments, 

J^m^fbis  Is  the  whole  of  man  ;  the  whole  of 

^Jl^s  dnty,   his  intereft,  and  his  happinefs, 

„Xt  w  the  road  to  a  comfortable  life,  to  a 

peaceful  death,  to  a  happy  eternity.     For 

God,  addeth  the  wife  xnzn,  Jhall  bn?tg  every 

work  into  judgment,  with  every  fecret  thing, 

'whether  tt  be  good  or  whether  it  be  evil.-— 

Let  the  profpedt  of  this  judgment  fo  dwell 

on    our  minds  as  to  produce  that  degree 

of  ferioufnefs    which,    in    this    vain    and 

changing  world,  becomes  us  as  Chriftians, 

becomes  us  as  men/    If   it    be  our  care, 

to  preferve  a  good  confcience,  and  to  do 

the  things  that  are  right,    that  judgment 

will  not  be  to  us  an  object  of  difmay.     On 

the  contrary,  amidft  the  many  dilcourage* 

fnents  which  our  virtuous  endeavours  meet 

*■  with  at  prefent,    it  will  be  a  comfort  to 
thinic  that  vetily  there  is  a  jujl  God  to  judge 

'jhe  earthy  Skho  Ifhall  in  the  end  w^^^  all 

J  I-  .^^    Og  ^     "  crocked 
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SERM.  crooked  things  Jlraight^  and  fully  recom- 
^^_^„_^  penfe  his  fervants  for  the  hardihips  they 
may  now  fufFer  by  perfevering  in  the  path 
of  integrity. — This  is  the  feafon,  not  of 
reaping,  but  of  fowing;  not:  of  .reft  and 
enjoyment,  but  of  labour  and  combat. 
You  are  now  running  the  race ;  hereafter 
you  fhall  receive  the  prize.  You  are  now 
approving  your  fidelity,  in  the  midft  of 
trials;  at  the  laft  day  you  (hall  receive  the 
crown  of  the  faithful.  Be  patient^  therefore^ 
Jiabli/h  your  hearts;  for  the  coming  of  the 
Lord  draweth  nigh.  The  fudge  is  ai 
band \^ and  bis  reviara  is  with  him%       V  1- 

^■^  -,••     ♦..     ■    ■,,<t^  (.»•     ,     "      ■'•    .I'm 

•:>'jbno3'  ;>Jci3qn!9*  -./biidll-  V^if  Yd'-^b-f    e'lTnifi  • 
'oqqo  Bid  'io  ii'j73  i33»qlstorij.bi^ianiimi:ioj: 


ahi- 
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A 

S  11.0  R  T ;  A  C  C  O  U  Kj;  ^'f,^ 

u:uu\    !::;  r)i:^,:kVhW  h^i^'j  V-     .'■"•-■'.  -7.  ^>-y\rM 

O'-'       ■    ■  M  ih^h)  i^H^i  Y4ti.  iiJii  ortrjjj ",  nkht 

ir\R.  HUGH  BLAlf^^af borr\i%a4: 
-»-^  burgh,  on  the  7th  day'  of  April,  i^ifi. 
His  father,  John '  Blair,  a  refpeQable  merchant 
in  that  city,  was  a  defcendant  of  the  ancient 
family  of  Blair,  in  Ayrfliire,  and  grandfon  of 
the  famous  Mr.  Robert  Blair,  Minifter  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Chaplain  to  Charles  I.  and  one 
of  the  niofl:  zealous  and  diftinguifhed  clergy- 
men of  the  period  iij:(Vwhich  he  lived.  This 
worthy  man,  though  iirnily  attached  to  the 
caufe  of  freedom,  and  to  the  Prefbyterian  forni 
of  church  government,  and  though  a(fUvely  en- 
gaged in  all  the  meafures  adopted  for  their  fup- 
port ;  yet,  by  his  .fteady,  temperate  conduct, 
commanded  the  refpedt  even  of  his  opponents.. 
In  preference  to  all  the  other  ecclefiaflical 
G  ^  4  leaders 
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leaders  of  the  covenanting  party,  he  was  felefled 
by  the  King  himfelf  to  fill  an  office  which,  from 
the  circumftances  of  the  time,  gave  frequent 
accefs  to  the  Royal  Perfon ;  "  becaufe,''  faid 
his  Majefty,  "  that  man  is  pious,  prudent^^ 
"learned,  and  of  a  meek  and  moderate  calnu 
*'  temper.** — His  talents  feem  to  have  defcendedt 
as  an  inheritance  to  his  pofterity.  For,  of  the' 
two  fons  who  furvived  him,  David,  the  eldeft^i 
was  a  clergyman  of  eminence  in  Edinburghv 
father  to  Mr.  Robert  Blair,  Minifter  of  Athel- 
rtonford,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  poem 
intitled  The  Grave ;  and  grandfather  to  his 
Majefly's  Solicitor  General  for  Scotland,  whofo. 
mafculine  eloquence  and  profound  knowledge^ 
of  law  have,  in  the  public  eftimation,  placed-' 
him  indifputably  at  the  head  of  the  Scottifh  baf /- 
From  his  youngeft  fon  Hugh,  who  engaged  in 
bufinefs  as  a  merchant,  and  had  the  honour  toi^^^ 
fill  a  high  fl:ation  in  the  magiftracy  of  Edinburgh, 
fprung  the  learned  clergyman,  who  is  the  fubjeft- 
of  this  narrative.  ■  ■  •    «-  -•  lo 

The  views  of  Dr.  Bhir,  from  hfs  eaTHeft 
youth,  were  turned  towards  the  Church,  and- 
his  education  received  a  fuitable  direOion. 
After  the  ufual  grammatical  courfe  at  fchool^ 
he  entered  the  Humanity  Clafs  in  the  Univerfity' 
of  Edinburgh,  in  October  1730,  and  fpent 
eleven  years  at  that  celebrated  feminary,  affidu-' 
ou fly  employed  in  the  literary  and  fcientififc^ 
,ijjiijj;..i.  ,  Cudies 
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ftudles  prefciibed  by  the  Church  of  Scotland  to 
all  who  are  to  become  candidates  for  her  licence 
ro  preach  the  Gofpel.  During  this  important 
period,  he  was  diltingtilfhed  among  his  com* 
panions  both  for  dih'gence  and  proficiency  ;  and 
obtained  ftom:  the  Profeflbrs  under  whom  :he; 
ftudied^  ^repeated  teftimonies  of  approbation.' 
Qne  ^of  them  deferves  to  be  mentioned  particu- 
larly, becaufe,  in  his  own  opinion,  it  determined 
the  bent  of  his  genius  towards  polite  literature. 
An  eflay,  rijp  T8  xaAa,  or.  On  the  Beautiful'^ 
written  by  him  when  a  ftudent  of  logic  in  the 
ufual  courfe  of  academical  exercifes,  had  the 
good  fortune  to  attra^  the  > notice  of  Profeffof 
Stevenfon,  and,  with  circoraftances  honourable 
(o  the  author,  was  appointed  to  lie  read  in  public 
at  the  conclufion  of  the.  Seffion.  This  mark 
of  diftin^ion  made  a /deep  impreffion  on  his 
mind;  and  the  effay  which  merited  it,  he  ever 
after  recolledled  with  partial  afiedion,  and  pre- 
ferved  to  the  day  Qf;ins.de*th  as  the  firfl:  eatneft 
of  his  fame.  -sTiiignrn  siH?  to 

At  this  time  I>r.  ByE  coifim^nced  a  method 
of  ftudy  whicb  contribnced'  much  to  the  ac- 
curacy and  extent  of  his  knowledge,  and  which 
he  continued  ;*opJi3t6itfe-i<MrGafioiaaliy  even  after 
his  reputation ^wasjfulLy  eftabhflied.anjtt^cimiifted 
in  making  ab drafts  of  the  molt  imfiortaht  works 
wJiich^^heread^Smd  in  digefting  them  according 
10.  the,  trailaiicf  \te'jowtt  thoughts^  J^iftory,  in 
<^\n-^^  particular. 
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particular,  he  refolved  to  ftudy  in  this  manner ; 
and,  in  concert  with  feme  of  bis  youthful  affo^ 
ciates,  he  conftrucled  a  very  comprehenfive 
fcheme  of  chronological  tables,  for  receiving  into 
its  proper  place  every  important  fact' that  fW6uld 
aceur-.  The  fcheme  devifed  by  this '= young 
fl?udent  for  his  own  private  ufe  was  afterwards 
i«>prov€d,  filled  up,  and  given  to  ^th^Ptibrfie  by 
his  learned  friend  Dr.  John  Blair,  I^ebendary  of 
Weftminfter,  in  his  valuable  work,  "  The 
f*"  Chronology  and  Hiftory  of  the  World,*' 
'nife  ithe  ytar '  tj^^^^r.  Blair  took  his  degree 
tof^A.'M.  :On  that  occafion  he  printed  and  de- 
fended'  a '  thefis  De  Fundament  is  et  Obligdtione 
Lcgis  Natura,  whrch  contains  a  fhort,  but  maf; 
terly  difcuffion  of  this  important  fubjed:,  and 
exhibits  in  elegant  Latin,  an  outline  of  the 
moral  principles,  which  have  been  fince  more 
fully    ujifolded     and,    illuftr'ated    in    his    Ser- 

^^'^'^^rhe    Univerfity'  of  Edinburgh,    about    this 

'period,  numbered  among  her  pupils  many  young 

men   who  .'were  foon  to  make  a  diftinguifhed 

figure  in  the  civil,    the  ecclefiaflical,    and  the 

Sti^fjtf^'  hiftory   of  their   country.      With  moft 

of  them  Dr.  Blair  entered  into  habits  of  intimate 

connexion,  which  no  future  competition  orjea- 

Ibufy  occurred  to  interrupt,    which  held  them 

^njjted'/through  life  in  their  views  of  public  gqpd, 

*^4  which  had  the  mofl:  beneficial  influence  on 

a*   .  their 
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their  own  improvement,  on  the  progrefs  of  ele- 
gance and  tafte  among  their  contemporaries,  and 
on  the  general  intere(ls  jOif  .the  community,  , (ft 
which  they  belonged.     .^  [>;  ^  i-n^i 

j,  On  tile ,  completion  of  his  academical  courfe„ 
he ;  under\yent  the  cuflomary  trials  before  the 
Prefbytery  pf  Edinburgh,  and  received  from  that 
y^nerablebody  a  licence  to  preach  the  GofpelyOn 
^hG^2iilQf  0>3:ober  1741.     His  public  life  now 
commenced    with     very    favourable    profpeds. 
The   reputation   which   he    brought   from    the 
Univerfity  was  fully  juftified  by  his  firfl  appear- 
ances in  the  pulpit ;  ,j^fl^,jgi  if^i^'^.W  months,^  the 
fame  of  his  eloquence  procured  for  him  a  pre^ 
fentation  to  the  parilh  of  Coleffie  in  Fife,  where 
he  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  the  holy  miaif- 
t|:y,  on  thg  23d  of  September    1742^    Buitihe 
was  np.t  permitted  to  remain  long  in  this  rural 
retreat.     A  vacancy  in  the  fecond  charge  of  the 
Canongate  of  Edinburgh  furnilhed  to  his  friends 
an  opportumt,y^  oJ^^^;recalling  him  to   a  Ration 
jnore  fuited  to  His  talents.     And,  though  one 
of  the  mod  popular  and  eloquent  clergymen  in 
the  Church  was  placed  in  competition  with  him, 
a  great  majority  pt  the  ele^ors  decided  in  favour 
of  this  young 'orator,  an^  reftored  him.  in  July 
"1743  to  the  bounds  of  his  native  city.  '  ' 

In  this  ftation  Dr.  felair  continuea'ejeven 
years,  difcharging'  WitS'great  fKielity ^andf  luc- 
C^fs  the  Various   dmies  of  the  paftoral  office. 

His 


4^P  ^.  XilE    .LIfE    OF 

His  difcourfes  from  the  pulpit  in  particular  at- 
tracted univerfal  admiration.  They  were  com- 
pofed  with  uncommon  care  ;  and,  occupying  a 
middle  place  between  the  dff  metaphyseal  "^if- 
cuflion  of  one  clafs  of  preachers,  and  the  loofe 
incoherent  declamation  of  another,  they  blended 
together,  in  the  happiefl  manner,  the  light  of 
argument  with  the  warmth  of  exhortation,' trid 
exhibited  captivating  fpecimens  of  wHat'h^d 
hitherto  been  rarely  heard  in  Scotland,  the  p6- 
lifhed,    wellrcpmpadedj,  and    r^cular ,  dida^tk 


oration.       ,    t     , 


...  In  confequence  of  a  call  from  the  Town* 
Council  and  General  Seffion  of  Edinburgh,  he 
was  tranilated  from  the  Canongate  to  Lady 
Yefter's,  one  of  the  city  churches,  on  the  nth 
of  October  1754  :  and  on  the  15th  day  of  June 
1758,  he  was  promoted  to  the  High  Church  of 
Edinburgh,  the  moft  important  ecclefiaftical 
charge  in  the  kingdom.  To  this  charge  he  was 
raifed  at  the  requeft  of  the  Lords  of  Council  and 
Seflion,  and  of  the  other  diflinguiflied  official 
characters  who  have  their  feats  in  that  church. 
And  the  uniform  prudence,  abilltyj  and  fuccefs 
.which,  for.  a  period  of  more  jtjian^ forty  y^ 
accompanied  all  his  miniflerianafeours  m  that 
confpicuous  and  diiScult  nation,  fufficiei^fly 
isvince  the  wudom  of  their  choice.        .  , 

(rrj^i  Hitherto  :fus  attention   feems  .to  Ji^^.  bfjea 
t^deypted   almoii   exclufively    to  tne  attainnient 
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of  profellional  excellence  j  and  to  the  regular 
difcharge  of  his  parochial  duties.  No  produftion 
of  his  pen  had  yet  been  given  to  the  world  by  him- 
felf,  except  two  fermons  preached  on  particular 
occafions,  fome  tranlJations,  in  verfe,  of  paflages 
of*  Scripture  for  the  Pfalmody  of  the  Church,  and 
i2^jfe^.^articTes  In  the  Edinburgh  Review;  i  jjub- 
Jjcation   begun  in   1755,  and   conduced  for  "a 
ffiort  time  by  fome  of  the  ablefl:   men  in   tlh^e 
kingdom.     But  {landing  as  he  nov7  did  at  the 
head  of  his  profeflion,  and  rdleafed  by  the  labour 
of  former  years  from  the  drudgery  of  weekly 
preparation  for   the",  pulpit^  Hi^  began  to  think 
i'erioufly  on  a  placi'tor  f^a^hfrlg  to  others  that 
art  which  had  contfibtited  Y6^inuch  ta  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  his  own  fartls.     '\Vith  this  view,  he 
A  communicated  to  his  ff ieh'ds  a'  fdheme  of  Lec- 
tares  on  Compgfition  ;*~a:nd,  having  obtained  the 
jipprobation  or,'thfe'  Ujli^erfity,    he   began    to 
read  them  in  tj^e  College  on.  the  nth  of  Decem- 
ber 1759.     To  this  undertaking  he  brought' all 
the  qualifications  requifite  for  executing  it  well ; 
and  along  with   thM /a  ^'^eighj  6f  reputation, 
which    coulct  .not' ^?iif^ t^ '/give  effect   to   the 
^  Jeffons  he  ftiould  df^j^ef!  ""^ot^'  befides  the  tef- 
timony  given  tb\^ist|ifeii{s  by  n1s  fuVceflive  pro- 
motions in  tlie"thurth,  the  tf'ni^^erfrty  of  St. 
Ai^drew's,    mo^ed  .chiefly  by^- the'n^crit-'iif  ""his 
eloquence,  '^ad  In  Jdne '  1 7^  7  Cdhfei-Velf  '6tt  him 
"ih^  "dtigfee'6f  I>;  D.  alitef^'y  horioar  ^hich,-  at 

that 
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th^t  time,  was  very  rare  in  Scotland.  Accord* 
ingly  his  firft  Courfe  of  Ledures  U'as  well  at- 
tended, and  received  with  great  applaufe.  The 
patrons  of  the  Univerfity,  convinced  that  they 
would  form  a  valuable  additiorf^td"-^6  fyftera  df- 
education,  agreed  in  the  following  fummertd'i 
inftitute  a  rhetorical  clafs,  under  his  direflionjH§ 
a  permanent  part  of  their  academical  eftablifh- 
ment :  and  on  the  7th  of  April  1762,  His  Ma'- 
jefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  "To'  ereft  and  eft^"^ 
*'  dow  a  Profefforftip  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles" 
"  Lettres  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  and 
"  t6  appoint  Dr,  Blair,  in  confideration  of  his 
*'  approved  qualffic^atib'tts,  Regius  Profeflbr  there- 
*'  of,  with  a  falary  of  ^.^o.*'  Thefe  Ledures 
he  publifhed  in  1783,  When  he  retired  from  the 
labours  of  the  oilice ;  and  the  general  voice  of 
the  Public  has  pronounced  them  to  be  a  moft" 
judicious,  elegant,  and  coniprehenfive  fyrtem  of 
rules  for  forming  the  ftyie  aad  xuhivating  the. 
tafte  of  youth.        ■  '^-'^  '''-^  '^^""'^^     '^'-^^  ^^^''-"^ 

About  the  time  jn  which  he  was  occupied 
in  laying  the  foundations  of  this  ufeful  inftitution, 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  conferring  another  im- 
portant obligation  on  the'  literary  world,  by  the 
part  which  he  a6led  in  refcuirig'  from  oblivion 
the  pdeiWi  of  OffiarHi '  ft' xvis  IrftWe  folicitatioft 
of  Dr.  BlaiVaiid^Mr.- J6hn  Home^that  Mr.  Mac^"^ 
phctfoh'wa'^' iriiJuced'  to  publifh  his   Fragmcnh'^^ 
of  '^ickiit  Poetry  ;  and  their  patronage?  "was  of  ' ' 
•    '":■'-''  4  eflential 
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effential   fervice  in   procuring   tlie    fubfcription 
which  enabled  him  to  undertake  his  tour  through 
the  Highlands   for   colleding  the  materials   of 
Fingal,    and  of  thofe  other  delightful  produc- 
tions which  .bear  the  name  of  Oilian.     To  thefe, 
produiSlions>  Dr.  Blair  applied  the  tefl:  of  genuine"* 
critifife)!*)  and  foon  after  their  publication  gave 
an    eftimate   of    their   merits   in  a   Dijfertatiqn . 
which,  for  beauty  of  language,  delicacy  of  taft^j 
and  acutenefs  of  critical  inveftigation,  has ;  few 
pjirallels.     It  was  printed  inj   ^763,  and  fpr^ad 
the  reputation  of  its  author  throughout  Europe. 
The   great   objeds   of  "hi^- literary    ambjtion 
being  now  attained,  his  t^^pts  ,were  for  mai^y 
years   confecrated   folely  to.  the i  important  ^^ 
peculiar  employments  of  his  (lation.     It  was  not 
till  the  year  1777  .that  he  could  be  induced  to 
favour  the  world  with  a  volume  of  the  Sermons 
which  had  fo  long  furnifhed  inilrudion  and  deft:- 
light  to  his  own  congregation.     But  this  volume 
being  well  received,  the  public  approbation  en- 
couraged him  to  proceed :  three  other  volumes 
followed  at  different  iiLte^v^ls,.^_.an.'i  all  of  ihem^; 
experienced  a  degree  qffuccefs  of  ,>vhich  few->r! 
publications  can  boaft.     They,  circulated  rapidly--, 
and    widely,  wherever    the   Engii/h   tongue  .ej^T^'n 
tends  ;  they  were  foon  tranflated  into  aUtvpft„-^l|  ri 
the  languages  of  Europe  ;  and  ;hfisf,prefentf  I^-  * 
jelly,  with  that  wife  attention  to  the  intereft&,;of  -r 
religion    ai^d   literature  which   diih'nguifhes    his 

reign, 
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reign,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  judge  them 
worthy  of  a  public  reward.  By  a  royal  mandate 
to  the  Exchequer  in  Scotland,  dated  July  25th, 
1780,  a  penfion  of  ^^.200  a  year  was  conferred 
on  their  author,  which  continued  unaltered  till 
his  death. 

The  motives  which  gave  rife  to  the  prefent 
volume  are  fufliciently  explained  by  himfelf  in 
his  Addrefs  to  the  Reader.     The  Sermons  which 
it  contains  were  compoft^d  at  very  different  periods 
of  his  life  ;  but  they  were  all  written  out  anew  in 
his  own  hand,  and  in  many  parts  re-compofed, 
during  the  couffe  6f*lail  fummer,  after  he  had 
completed  his  eighty-fecond  year.     They  were 
delivered  to  the  publifhers  about  fix  weeks  before 
his  death,  in  the  f:trm  and  order  in  which  they 
now  appear.     Ati^  it  may  gratify  his  readers  to 
know,  that  the  lall  of  them  which  he  compofed, 
though  not  the  lafl  in  the  order  adopted  for  pub- 
lication, was  the  Sermon  on  a  Life  of  Diffipation 
and  Plcafure — a  fermon  written  with  great  digni- 
ty and  eloquence,  and  which  (hould  be  regarded* 
as  his  fokmn  parcing  admonition  to  a  clafs  of 
men,    whofe   condiicl   is   highly   important   to 
the    community,    and   whpfe   reform.ation   and 
virtue  he  had  long  laboured  moft  zealoufly  to^ 
promote.  y-'-^^^"'  i-'  '--•\-,--  - 

The  Sermons   which  lie  ka^  given  to  the 

world  are  univerfally  admitted  to  be  models  in 

their  kind  J  and  they  will  long  remain  durable 

-    - "  monuments 
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monuments  of  the  piety,. the  genius,  and  found 
judgnient  of  their  .author..    But   they   formed 
only  a  fmall  part  of  the  Difcourfes  he  prepared 
for  the  jsulpit.     The  remainder,  modefty  led  him 
to.  thi|ikj4n.fit  ,for  the  prefs ;  and,  influenced  by 
an  excufable  foUcitude  for  his  reputation-,  he  left 
behind  hinj^  ai^  ex-plicit  injundion  that  his  nu- 
merous'manufcripts  fliould  be^  deftroyed.     The 
greatnefs  of  their  number  was  creditable  to  his- 
profeflional  character,  and  exhibited  a  convincing 
proof  that  his  fame  asa  public,  teacher  had  been 
honourably  purchafed,  by  thq  moft  unwearied 
application  to  the  private  ,a^d  unfeen  labours  of 
his  office.     It  refted.  on  the  uniform   intrinfic 
excellence  of  his  Difcourfesg^i^  point  of  matter 
and  compofition,  rather  than  on  foreign  attrac- 
tions ;  for  his  delivery,  though  diftind,  ferious* 
ar^d  impreflive,  was  not  remarkably  diftingulfhed 
by  that  magic  charm  of  voice  and  adion  which 
captivates  the  fenfes  and  imagination,  and  which, 
in  the  eftimation  of  fuperficial  hearers,  conftitutes 
the  chief  merit  of  a  preacher. 

In  that  department  of  his  profeflional  duty, 
•which  regarded  the  government  of  the  church. 
Dr.  Blair  was  fteadily  attached  to  the  caufe  of 
moderation.  Proni  diffivlence,  and  perhaps  froin, 
a  certain  degree  of  inaptitude  for  extemporafy 
ipeaking,  he  took  |a  1#  public  partiiin^herCSn- 
tefts  of  eccleiialiical  politics  than  forae  of  his 
contemporaries  5  andj  from  the  fiarae  ca^ffes,  he 
VoL.y^r  Bh  never: 
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never  would  confent  to  become  Moderator  of  the 

General   Aflembly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland* 

But   his   influence  among  his  brethren   was  ex- 

tervfive :  his  opinion,  guided  by  that  found  up- 

•  rightnefs  of  judgment,  which   formed  the  pre- 

5-.<iominant   feature  of  his  intelle6tu:il   ch^rafler, 

s^  had  been  always   held  in  high   relped   by  the 

I-  friends  with  whom  he  a«^ed  ;  and,  for  many  of 

-^ihe  laft  years  of  his  life,  it  was  received  by  them 

^  ^Imoft   as  a  law.     The  great  leading  principle 

Xin  which  they  cordially  concurred  with  him,  and 

-'-^which  directed  all   their  meafures,  was  to  pre- 

■ferve  the  church,  oti-the  one  fide,  from  a  flavifli, 

corrupting  dependence  on  the  civil  power  ;  and, 

on  the  other,  from  a  greater  infufion  of  demo- 

^cratical  influence  than  is  compatible  with  good 

•^' 'order,    and   the  eftablifhed  conflitution  of  the 

^^•country.     •-'-'-^^'Jiii^  i'.uu  „..<  ..,^-  ^......^.^^,  ; 

The  reputation    wfiicn' he  'acquired    in    the 

^    difcharge  of  his  public  duties,  was  well  fuftained 

by  the  great  refpeclability  of  his  private  charaderv 

~   T^eriving  from  family  aflbciations  a  ftrong  fenfc 

-  of  clerical  decorum,  feeling  on  his   heart  deep 

impreffion*  of  religious  and  moral  obligation,  and 

■    guided  in   his  intercourfe  wiih  the  world  by  the 

Jame  correft  &nd  delfeitet«t<t«i'"\^hich  appwfared 

* :  in  his  wiiiing«,  he  Was  emhiently  diftingui(hed 

-.  ihrough-.iife.  by  the  prudence,  purity,  anil  dig- 

.nified  piopriery  of  his  condaft.    >  His. mind,  by 

irliuppiti^ution  and   culture,  was  admirably  formeil 

4  ,        j/f'^f 
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for  enjoying  happinefs.  Well-balanced  in  itfelf 
by  the  nice  proportion  and  adjuftment  of  its 
faculties,  it  did  not  incline  him  to  any  of  thofe  ex- 
centricities,  either  of  opinion  or  of  adion,  which 
are  too  often  the  lot  of  genius : — free  from  all 
liodure  of  envy,  it  delighted  cordially  in  the 
profperity  and  fame  of  his  companions ;  fenfible 
to  the  eflimation  in  which  he  himfelf  was  held, 
it  difpofed  him  to  dwell  at  times  on  the  thought 
of  his  fuccefs  with  a  fatisfadion  which  he  did 
not  affect  to  conceal :  inacceflible  alike  to  gloomy 
and  to  peevifh  imprelfions,  it  was  always  mafter 
of  its  own  movements,  and  ready,  in  an  uncom- 
jmon  degree,  to  take  an  ?i^ive  and  pleafmg  in- 
terefl  in  every  things  whether  important  or  trifling, 
that  happened  to  becom^e  for  the  moment  the 
object  of  his  attention.  This  habit  of  mind, 
tempered  with  the  moft  unfufpefting  fimplicity, 
and  united  to  eminent  talents  and  inflexible  inte- 
grity, while  it  fecured  to  the  lafl:  his  own  relifti 
of  life,  was  wonderfully  calculated  to  endear 
him  to  his  friends,  and  to  render  him  an  invalu- 
able member  of  any  fpciety  to  which  he  be- 
longed. Accordingly  there  have  been  fevy  men 
more  uaiverfally  r-efpected  by  thofe  who  knew 
him,  more,  fincerely  efteemed  in  the  circle  of  his 
acquaintance,,  or  Bxore  tenderly  beloved  by  thofe 
who  enjoyed  the  bleflings  of  his.  private  and  do- 
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ll-.In  April  1748,  he  married  his  coufin  Katharmtf 
Bannatine,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Banna- 
tine,  one  of  the  minifters  of  Edinburgh.  By 
her  lie  had  a  fon  who  died  in  infancy,  and  a 
daughter,  viho  lived  to<  her  twenty-&rft  year, 
the  pride  of  her  parents,  and  adorned  with  all 
the  acGompIiftiments  that  became  her  age  and 
fex.  Mrs.  Blair  herfelf,  a  woman  of  great  good 
fenfe  and  fpirit,  was  alfo  taken  from  him  a  few; 
years  before  his  death,  after  ihe  had  fhared  with 
the  tendereft  afFe£bion  in  all  his  fortunes,  and 
contributed  near  half  a  century  to  his  happinefs 
and  comfort.  slsatiJu- Ui]-i/Om,s'1o  ^b3t*l^atii  y>^ 
Dr.  Blair  ha(d  been  naturally  of  a  feeble 
conftitution  of  t)ody ;  but  as  he  grew  up,  his 
conflitution  acquired  greater  firmnefs  and  vigour, 
■^otjgh  liable  to  occafional  attacks  from  fom^ 
of  the  fharpeft  and  moft  painful  difeafes  that 
tifflicl  the  human  frame,  he  enjoyed  a  genera! 
(^2te  of  good  health  ;  and,  through  habitual 
cheerfulnefs,  temperance,  and  care,  furvived  the 
ufml  term  of  human  life. — For  fome  years  he 
bad  felt  himfelf  unequal  to  the  fatigue  of  inftruft- 
irtg  his  very  large  congregation  from  the  pulpit ; 
and,  under  the  impreffion  which  this  feeling 
produced,  he  has  been '  heard  at  times  to  fay 
with  a^fighy  *'  that  he  was  left  almofl:  the  laft 
*'.  of  his  contemporarres."  Yet  he  continued  to 
the  end  in  the  regular  difcharge  of  all  his  other 
f^i^  .  r-rp^.oi  LljiuLb  8iii   official 
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official  duties,  and  particularly  in  giving  advice 
to  the  afflided,  who,   from  different  quarters  of 
the  kingdom,  folicited  his  correfpondence.     His 
lad  fuinmer  was  devoted  to  the  preparation  of 
this  volume  of  Sermons ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of 
it,  he  exhibited  a  vigour  of  underftanding  and 
capacity  of  exertion  equal  to  that  of  his  befl:  days. 
He  began  the  winter,  pleafed  with  himfelf  on 
account  of  the  completion  of  this  work  ;  and  his 
friends  were  flattered   with    the  hope   that   he 
might  live  to  enjoy  the  acceflion  of  emolument 
and  fame  which  he  expeded   it  would  bring. 
But  the  feeds  of  a  mortal  difeafe  were  lurking 
unperceived  within  him.     On  the  24th  of  De- 
cember 1800,  he  complained  of  a  pain  in  his 
bowels,  which,  during  that  and  the  following  day, 
gave  him  but  little  uneafinefs ;  and  he  received 
as  ufual  the  vifits  of  his  friends.     On  the  after- 
noon of  the  26th,  the  fymptoms  became  violent 
and  alarming  : — he  felt  that  he  was  approaching 
the  end  of  his  appointed  courfe :  and  retaining 
to  the  laft   moment  the  full   poffeflion  of  his 
mental  faculties,  he  expired  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th,  with  the  compofure  and  hope  which 
become  a  Chriftian  paftor. 

The  lamentation  for  his  death  was  uni- 
verfal  and  deep  through  the  city  which  he  had 
fo  long  inftrucled  and  adorned.  Its  Magif- 
trates,  participating  in  the  general  gri^fij  ap- 
pointed his  church  to  be  put  in  mourning ;  and 
H  h  ^  his 
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his  colleague  in  it,  the  writer  of  this  Narrative, 
who  had  often  experienced  the  ineftimable  value 
of  hjs  counfel  and  friendfhip,  delivered  on  the 
Sabbath  after  his  funeral  a  difcourfe  to  his  con- 
gregation, with  an  cxtraft  from  which  this  ac- 
count (hall  be  clofed.  It  is  infer  ted  here  at  the 
particular  requeft  of  that  very  refpedable  body 
of  men  who  compofed  his  Kirk  Seflion,  and  who, 
by  their  public  approbation  of  this  tribute  to  his 
memory,  are  defirous  of  tranfmitting,  with  his 
Sermons,  to  pofterity  a  niemorial  of  the  vene- 
ration and  eiieem  with  which  his  condudl  had 
infpired  them. — After  exhorting  to  contemplate 
and  follow  the  patriarchs  and  faints  of  former 
ages,  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  inherit  the 
promifes,  the  Preacher  thus  proceeded  : 

"  In  this  competition  for  virtuous  attainment 
*'  it  may  be  often  ufeful  to  bring  down  your 
"  eye,  from  contemplating  the  departed  worthies 
"  of  diftant  times  and  countries,  towards  pat- 
*'  terns  of  imitation  that  are  endeared  to  you  by 
"  more  tender  ties.  If,  in  the  relations  of  life, 
**  you  have  had  a  conne6lion,— if,  in  the  circle 
*'  of  your  own  family,  you  have  had  a  father, 
"  a  hufband,  or  a  brother,  who  difcharged  with 
"  exemplarv  fidelity  the  duties  of  his  (lation, 
"  whdni' every  tongue  bleffed  as  the  friend'or 
*'  God  and  man,  and  who  died  as  he  lived,  full 
'*  of  faith  and  hope,  place  him  before  you  as 
^*  the  model  of  your .  conducl,-^conceive  him 

*'  bending 
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**  bending  from  his  feat  in  the  ikies,  pleafed  with 
"  your  attachment,  deeply  interefted  in  your 
**  Tuccefs,  and  cheering  you  in  your  labours  of 
"  Ipvet  His  image  will  be  as  a  guardian  angtl^ 
"  Jo  admoinifh  you.when  . dangers  approach,  4:0. 
'i^rfoufe  jyithin^yoa  every  principle  of  virtuQU^I 
fi  exertion,  and  to  infpire .  you  with  ftrengtli  to,. 
**r-overcome.  .  " 

f,y  Our  hearts,  Chriftians,  have  been  deeply., 
**. ..pierced  with  thelofs  of  a  moft  valuable  cpri- 
*'  ne£tion,  of  a  venerable  pallor,  who  watched 
"  long  for  our  fouls,  and,  with  the  mofti  un- 
*'  wearied  fidelity,  pointed,  piii|  to  us  the  path 
"  of  happinefs.  To  you^.and,  tP  -the  general 
"  interefts  of  pure  religion»^ Jig  ^w^s  attached  by" 
"  many  powerful  obligations.  A  native  of  thr^ 
".city,  and  defcended  from  a  family  which,  in 
*!  former  times,  had  given  feveral  bright  orna- 
'*  ments  to  the  Church  of  Scotland,  he  felt  the 
"  warmeft  tendencies  of  nature  co-operating 
"  with  the  principle?  of  diity,  to  call  forth  all 
"  his  powers  in  the  facred  fervice  to  which  he 
*'  was  devoted.  And^  by  the  bJeffin^  of  God 
"  on  his  induftry,  he  rofe  to  an  eminence  in 
"  profeffional  m^pt,  which  ,has  refleded  dif-, 
<«  tinguiftied  honour,  ^n  the  cifry,,  (jn  the  church,j 
"  and  on  the  country  which  produced  hihi.  j  J  ^^ 
"  It  was  the  fortune  of  t)r.  Blair  to  appear 
<'  at  a  period  ivhen  the  literature  of  his  country 
»^^  was, Juft   begiimiiig^  to  receive  polifh  and  an 
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**  ufeful  diredion ;  and  when  it  was  emuloulTy 
"  cukivared  by  a  bright  conftellation  of  young 
"  men  who  were  deftined  to  carry  it  to  high 
"  perfedion.  In  concert  with  them  he  applied 
*'  himfelf  with  diligence  and  afliduity  to  all 
^^  thofe  branches  of  ftudy  which  could  con- 
*'  tribute  to  form  him  for  the  eloquence  of  the 
*^  pulpit.  This  was  the  department  in  which  he 
^'  chofe  to  excel  ;  to  which  all  the  force  of  his 
**  genius  was  directed  ;  and  in  which  he  foon 
"  felt  that  his  eiForts  were  to  be  fuccefsful.  For 
•'  from  the  very  commencement  of  his  theolo- 
**  gical  ftudies,  he  gave  prefages  of  his  future 
*'  attainments ;  and,  in  the  focieties  of  his 
*'  youthful  companions,  laid  the  foundations  of 
*'  that  fplendid  reputation  which,  through  a  long 
*<  life  of  meritorious  f<irvice,  continued  to  in- 
*'  creafe ;  and  which  his  procured  for  him  as  a 
*'  religious  inftrudor,  accefs  to  the  underftand- 
''  ings  and  the  hearts  of  all  the  mod  cultivated 
**  inhabitants  of  the  Chriftian  world. 

'^  To  you,  my  bretheren,  who  have  long  en- 
^*  joyed  the  ineftimable  blefling  of  his  immediate 
**  inftruclion,  it  will  not  be  neceflary  to  defcribe 
*'  the  qualities  of  that  luminous,  fafcinating  elo- 
"  quelice,  with  which  he  was  aecuftomed  to 
''  warm,  and  ravifb,  and  amend  your  hearts- 
*'  You  may  have  heard  others  who  equal- 
*'  led,  or  even  excelled  him  in  feme  of  the 
"  requifites  of  pulpit  oratory^  in  oc'cafional  pro- 

"  foundnefs 
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**  foundnefs  of  thought,  in  vivid  flaflies  of  ima- 
**  gination,  or  in  pathetic  addrelTes  to  the  heart. 
**  But  there  never  was  a  public  teacher  in 
"  whom  all  thefe  requifites  were  combined 
*'  in  jufter  proportions,  placed  under  the  di- 
*'  reftion  of  a  more  exquidte  fenfe  of  propriety, 
*^;  and  employed  with  more  uniform  fuccefs  to 
^•f*!  convey  ufeful  and  pradical  inftr udion.  Stand- 
/f  ing  on  the  foundation  of  the  Apo  files  and 
*'  Prophets,  he  exhibited  the  dodrines  of  Chrift 
"  in  their  genuine  purity,  feparated  from  the 
"  drofs  of  luperdition,  and  traced  with  inimitable 
'^  elegance,  through  all  their  beneficial  influence 
"  on  the  confolation,  on  the  order,  and  on  the 
"  virtue  both  of  public  and  private  life.  Hence 
*'  his  difcourfes,  uniting  in  the  mofl:  perfedl  form 
"  the  attractions  of  utility  and  beauty,  gave  a 
"  new  and  better  tone  to  the  ftyleof  inftiudtion 
"  from  the  pulpit ;  and  contributed  in  a  remark- 
"  able  degree  to  correal  and  refine  the  religious, 
*'  the  moral,  and  the  literary  tafte  of  the  times 
*'  in  which  he  lived. 

; "  The  univerfal  admiration  which  attended 
**  his  minifterial  labours,  was  foaie  recompence 
"  to  him  for  the  exertions  they  had  coft.  But 
*'  his  chief  recompence  arofe  from  the  con- 
"  fcioufnefs  of  having  contributed; fo  eminently 
"  to  edify  the  Ch-Jtch  of  Chrilf,  and  from  the 
^'  improving  influence  which  his  labours  had  fhed 
^'  on  his  own  heart*    For  he  was,  at  home  and 

«  in 
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*'  in  bipirelf,  the  per  fed  image  of  that  meeknefs, 
"  fimplicity,  gentlenefs,  and  contentment,  which 
*'  his  writings  recommend.  He  was  long  happy 
'*  in  his  domeftic  relations  ;  and,  though  doomed 
*'  at  lad  to  feel,  through  their  lofs  in  fucceffion, 
"  the  heavieft  ftrokes  of  affliftion  ;  yet  his  mind, 
"  fortified  by  religious  habits,  and  buoyed  up 
*^  by  his  native  tendency  to  contentment,  fuf-, 
'f  Gained  itfelf  on  God,  and  enabled  him  to  per- 
"  fevere  to  the  end  in  the  adive  and  cheer- 
"  ful  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his  ftation  ;  pre- 
"  paring  for  the  world  the  bleflings  of  elegant 
**  inftrudion  J  tendering  to  the  mourner  the 
"  leffons  of  divine  confolation  ;  guiding  the 
**  young  by  his  counfels  ;  aiding  the  meritorious 
"  with  his  influence  i  and  fupporting  by  his 
**  voice  and  by  his  condud,  the  civil  and  eccle»- 
"  fiaflical  inftitutions  of  his  Country.  -    ^.,  .» 

"  With  fuch  difpofitions  and  habits  it  was 
"  natural  that  he  fhould  enjoy  a  diftinguiflied 
"  portion  of  felicity.  And  perhaps  there  never 
"  was  a  man  who  experienced  more  completely 
**  that  the  ways  of  wifdom  are  ways  ofpleafaninefs^ 
*'  and  that  all  her  paths  are  peace.  His  Country 
*'  was  proud  of  his  merits,  and  at  different  times 
**  conferred  on  him,  through,  the  hands  of  the 
*'  Sovereign,  the  moH:  honourable  and  fubftan- 
"  tiul  proofs  of  her  approbation :  foreign  lands 
"  learned  from  him  the  way  of  falvation :  he 
«'  faw  marks  of  deference  and  refped  wherever 

«  he 
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**  he  appeared:  and  he  felt  within  hlmfeUthe 
"  gratulations  of  a  good  confcience,  and  the 
"  hope  of  immortality.  It  was  peculiarly  de- 
'*  Hghtful  to  fee  him  in  the  lateft  period  of  his 
**  life,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-two,  look- 
**' Ing- batk 'bn  almoft  threefcore  years  fpent  in 
**i'the'pubiic  fervice  of  his  God,  pleafed  with  the 
"  tecolledioris  which  it  gave,  pofTeffing  a  mind 
"  ftill  vigorous  and  clear,  the  delight  of  his 
"'  friends,  fenfible  to  the  attentions  which  rhev 
'*  paid  to  him,  burning  with  zeal  for  the  good  of 
**  the  Church,  and  with  all  the  ardour  of  youfh- 
"  ful  ambition,  preparing  the  materi-ils  of  a  new 
*'  claim  to  the  gratitude  and  admiration  of  pofle- 
"  rity.  In  this  active  (late  of  preparation,  with 
"  the  lamp  of  life  ftill  clear  and  bright,  he  was 
"  found  by  the  Great  lord  of  all  when  he  came 
«'  to  fay  *  It  is  enough  ;'  and,  after  a  fingle 
*'  night  of  pain,  to  call  him  gently  to  his  re(l. 

"  He  has  gone  to  give  an  account  of  his 
*«  {lewardfiiip.— The  Church  mourns  in  him  the 
'f  lofs  of  her  brightell  ornament. — Let  us  fub- 
"  mit  to  the  ftroke  with  refignation  and  reve- 
"  rence  ;  and  as  the  moft  acceptable  proof  of 
"  refpeft  to  his  memory,  let  us  learn  to  pradife 
<'  the  leflbns  which  he  taught.=*-^^   -f"^  - 
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View  of  the  Progrefsof  Society  in  Europe^  from  the  Subverfion 
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of  ihe  Roman  Empire  to  the  Beginning  of  the  Sixteenth  Cfencury. 
By  the  i'ame.  Embelliflied  wiiti  lour  Plates,  elegantly  engraved. 
3  vols.  4to.     3I.   3s.  -    •     -  : 

'     Another  Edition,  in   4  vols.  8vo.      il.   89.-   f*'''-    ■-  ''"  '  ^   > 
Another  Edition  in  4  Pocket  Volumes,  with  rteW  Phftift'Oii 
fine  Paper,  .'6s.     On  common  Paper,   lOf.  fevved.    '     "    •- 
An  Hillorical  Difquifmon  concerning  the  Knowledge   which 
'■<f»e  Ancients  had  of  Inciia,  and  the  Progrefs  of  Trade  with  that 
Country  prior  to  the  Difcovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.-    ^y 
the  Same.     410.      i8s. 
'^*''   Another  Edition,  in  one  vo!.    8vo.     SsI-'      ' 
^'■?' Another  Edition  in  one  Pocket  Voluin?^'  OA 'fine  Piper, 
"^.     On  common  Paper,  3s.  6d.  fewed.  '   - 

'"'    The  Hillory  of  ^^/7;mV«,  Vol.  I.  and  If.     By  the  fatae*"    JU 
lullrated  with  Maps.     2I.   los.  ••'"'^■^  iiiAtiiiViVi 

Another  Edition,  in  4  vols.  8vo.     il.     8s.  iV-r.rA.  ni 

A  toother  Edition  in  3  Pocket  Volumes,  with  new  Plates.  On 
fine  Paper   15s.      On   common  Paper,   los.  6d.  fewed. 

The  Hillory  of  Greece.  By  William  Mit/erd,  Efq.  in  6  vols. 
8vo.      il.  6s.  in  boards^ 

Thefe  Volumes  incFude  the  Hiftory  of  Greece  from  the 
earlieft  Accounts  to  the  Death  of  jlgejitaust  King  of  Lacedamo^, 
And  it  is  interdtd  to  continue  the  tliltory  tiil  the  Reduction  of 
Achaia  into  a  Province  of  the  Roman  Empire. 

The  Hittory  of  Ancient  Greece,  its  Colonies  and  Conqbefts, 
frrm  tne  earlieft  Accounts  till  the  Divifion  of  the  Macedonian 
Empire  in  the  Eall ;  including  the  Hillory  of  Literature;,  Phi- 
loft.phy,  and  the  fine  Arts.  -S>y  John  Gillies,  LL.D.  P.  R.  S. 
Fctirth    Edition.     4  vols.      rV.    t'afe"- -'    '  ' 

A  View  of  the  Reign  of  FreaerkA  W.of  Pru/Jia,  with  a  Pa- 
rallel b-etween  that  Prince  and  F^intip  If.  ■©£  Macedon.  By  the 
Same,      8vo.  7s,  "  •  .  ■■    ^  • 

The  Hillory  of  the  R-eign  of  "PfeW/  tlie  Second,  King  of 
Spain.     By  Robert  lVaifo\i,  LL  D.  Profellbr  of   Philofphy  and 
Rhetoric,  at  the  Univerlity  of  St.  Andrew.     Second  Edition. 
2  vols.  4to.  2f.  i*.- -' ''•■•^- -'  ?■'-'■'•>). '^^  •,  :• 
'  Another  Editidtf  in  3  •^$.''"^8'<''di'"'"'fl'J-l's. 

'I  he  Hillory  ot  the  Decline  arid  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
l&y  Edivard  Gibbon ,  Efq.  uh  ch  completesa  Period  of  Hiftnry 
from  the  Age  of  Tr.yan  and  the  ^ntar.ires  to  tne  taking  of  6*«- 
Jiantinnple  by  Mahcmet  W .  and  include*  a  Revieivof  the  Crufacles 
isnd  the  State  of  Rome  during  the  Middle  Ages ;  adorned' with 
the  Head  of  the  Author,  ai>d  M«p4  adapted  to  the  Work* 

■ll^vbfs.       SvC.  ■  4!.    45.         '       \    ''''..--"-'     hrit.   -{-^vAij^'xj    6.(11  no 

'  'Th^lall  Six  Vul'.:mt«  in-n-  hi  hiaftria»sitt?i  ill'  t6ii''iii<$pfifif. 
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Another  Edicion  hundfomel/  printed  in  x 2  vols,  royal  8/0. 
61.   6'».   in  boards 

MifceUaneous  Works  of  Et/ward  Giiion,  E(q.  With  Me- 
moirs of  his  Life  and  Writings,  compofed  by  himfelf.  Illui- 
rraied  froiu  his  Letters,  with  occafional  Notes  and  Narrative. 
&y  John  Lord  S/jeJ/ieU.      2  vols.  4,10.    2I.  los.  in  boards. 

Th*  Chronology  and  Htltory  of  the  World,  from  the  Crea- 
,\So(\,  to  the  Year  of  Chrill  1795  ;  illuftrated  with  ^6  Tdbles 
^nd  Maps.  Uy  the  Reverend  John  Blair,  LL.D.  folio, 
'  5I.   55. 

'I'he  Hiflory  of  France,  from  the  Acceflion  of  Henry  the 
Third,  to  the  Death  of  Louts  the  Fourteenth;  preceded  by  a 
View  of  the  Civil,  Military,  and  Political  State  of  Europe,  be- 
l  veen  the  Middle  and  the  Clole  of  the  Sixteenth  Century.  B/ 
Nathaniel  IViiliam  H^raxalL  Vols,  i,  2,  3.  4to.  3].  js. 
in  boards. 

Memoirs  of  the  Courts  of  Berlin.,  Dre/den,  War/anu,  and  Fi^ 
enna,  in  the  Years  1777,  t778,  aad  1779.  By  the  fame.  Se- 
cond Edition.      2  vols.  8vo.      14^.  m  boards. 

The  Hiftory  of  England  from  the  earlieit  Accounts  of  Time  to 
the  Death  of  George  II.  adorned  with  Heads.  By  Dr.  Gold/mitb, 
3    vols.      il.     4s. 

A  Philofophical  and  Political  Hiftory  of  th«  Se'.tlements  and 

Trade  of  the  Europeans  in  the  EaJI  and  Weji  Indies.     Tranflated 

.  from  the  French  of  the  Abbe  Rajnal,  by  J.  Jujiamond,   M.  A. 

..r.Anew  Edition,  carefully  reyif£d,JtVj^;.;VOls.  8vo.  and  illullrated 

with  Maps.     2'.    2s.  ■       ;.';:■: 

An  Account  of  the  Voya]3;es  undertaken  by  Order  of  His 
prcfent  Majelty  for  making  Difcoveries  in  the  So^ithern  Hemi- 
fphere,  and  lucceflively  performed  by  Commodore  Byron,  Cap- 
tain Ifallis,  and  Captain  Carteret^  in  the  Dolphin,  the  ^zuallo-w, 
and  the  Endeavour  ',  drawn  up  from  the  Journals  which  were 
kept  by  the  feveral  Commanders,  and  from  the  Papers  oijo/iph 
Banks,  Efq.  and  Dr.  Solander.  By  John  Ha^wk^fworth,  LL.D. 
Illullrated  with  Cuts,  and  a  great  Variety  of  Charts  and  Maps 
(in  all  52  Phtes)  relative  to  the  Countries  now  firft  difcovered, 
or   hitherto  but  imperfectly  known.     3,  vols.     4to.      3I.   150. 

Travels  in  Afriva.  E^ypl,  AnA  Syria,[Ui)m\he  Y<;ar  ij^z  to 
I79!i.  Hy  tV,  G,  Bro^fte..  IJluitrated  wita>|)ip».%qd30f^r 
Engravings.  410.  il.  m.dii,  in  hoards.  .,  ^^  n  -t-po-^t 
•_  A  few  Co|>ies^Ofi  Royal  Paper,  Price  ^1.  rzs.-  §d.  in  hnir^s. 
.  An  Account  of  Travt^ls  into  th«  L)terior  of  4>0knher»i  y^rit«, 
i^n  the  Years  1797  :»f).d  I7»;>i,  l»C'uding  curfory  Obferv-atio;rt» 
On  the  Geology  and  Gtrovrapny  of  the  Southern  P*rt  «f  thit 
Continent  j  ch«  M<»turai  Hntory  of  lucb  Objetts  a»  occurred  in 
the  Animal,  Vegetable,  and  Mineral  Kingdoau  ;  and  Slieiche^ 
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of  the  Phyfical  and  Moral  Charaflers  of  the  various  Tribes  of 
Inhabitants  furrounding  the  Settlement  of  the  Ca/i£  of  Good 
Hope  :  To  which  is  annexed,  a  Defcription  of  the  prefent  State, 
Population,  and  Produce  of  that  extenfive  Colony.  With  a  Map 
conftrufted  entirely  from  aftual  Obfervations  made  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  Travels,  ^y  'John  Barronvt  late  Secretary  to  the  Earl 
of  Macartney  ,  and  Auditor- General  of  Public  Accounts  at  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope.     410.      \\.     los.      in  beards.  .ii:..j^O''i 

An   Account  of  the  Ruffian  Difcoveries  between    Afa   atid 
America.  To  which  are  added,  the  Conqueft  of  Siberia^  and  the 
Hiltory  of  the  Tranfaftrons  and  Commerce  between  Ruffia  ?nd 
China.     Y<,y  William  Coxe,  A.  M.  Fellow    of    King's  Colleges,  • 
Cdwtbridge,  and  Chaplain  to  his  Grace    the  Duke  of  MarU' 
borough.  llluUrated  with  Charts  and  a  View  of  a  Chinefe  Town.- ' 
8vo. 

Travels  Into  Poland,  Ruffia,  Siveden,  Deiimarky  ^c.  Inter- 
fperfed  with  H.ftorical  Relations,  and  Political  Inquiries.  By 
the  fame,  llliiflrated  with  Charts  and  Engravings.  3  vols, 
4to.     3I.    5?.  .  _ 

The  Third  Volume^  contaiomg  a  Toijr  into  Nor-ivay,  and  a 
Map  of  that  Country,  may  be  had  feparate.  Price  izs.  in  boards. 

The  fame  Work  in  Five  Volumes.     8vo.   al,  5s.  in  boards. 

The  Fifth  Volume  containing  a  Tour  into  Norivay,  and  a 
Map  of  that  Country »-oiay:i)e  had  feparate.  Price  6s.  ()Ai 
in  boards.  ... 

Travels  in  Switzerland zni  the  Country  of  the  Grifons.  By 
the  Same.  Splendidly  printed  in  Two  Volumes  Royal  410^ 
with  a  large  coloured  Map,  Twenty  original  Views  taken  en 
the  Spot,  by  jcbn  Umiih  ;  and  other  plates.  Price  61.  6s. 
in  beards. 

Only  250  Copies  of  this  Edition  were  printed. 

The  fame  Work  in  3  vols.  8vo.  with  a  large  Map  &c.  (but 
without  Mr.   Smith's  Views),   il.  7s.  in  boards. 

A  Tour  through  Sicily  and  Malta,  in  a  Series  of  Letters  to 
If' I  Hi  am  Beckfprd,  Elq.  of  Sammy,  in  Su£'olk,{tQm  P.  Brydone, 
F  .R.  S.      z  vols,  illuftrated  with  a  Map.     4th  Edition.       12s. 

A  View  of  Society  and  Manners  in  France,  Sivitxerland,  and 
Gfrmany,  with  Anecdotes  relating  to  feme  eminent  Characters, 
By  "John Moore t\A.\).  2  vols*     Ninth  Edition.  145.  in  boards. 

A  View  of  Society  and  Manners  in  Italy.  By  the  famfi 
Author.     2  vols.     Sixth  Edition.      14s.  in  boardi. 

Complete  Sets  of  Dr.  Moore's  Travels  in  F ranee t  Snxsitzer.' 
land,  Qermany,  and  Italyy  in  4  vols.   il.  8?.    in  boards^ 

Trav'-is  in  Porfa^/?/ through  the  Provinces  of  £«/rtf  Dcurce 
Minho,  Beira,  Ejlremadura,  and  Aient'tejo,   in  the  Years  1789 

apd 
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and  1790  ;  confifting  of  Obfervationson  the  Manners,  Cuft»nif, 
Trade,  Public  Buildings,  Arts,  Antiquities,  &c.  of  that  King, 
dom,  and  illuilraied  with  Twenty-four  Plates  of  Views,  Cha- 
raders.  Antiquities,  &c.  By  Jams  Murphy,  Architeft.  410. 
il.   7s.     in  boards. 

A  General  View  of  the  State  of  Por/tf§-«/:  Containing  a  To- 
pographical  Def-ription  thereof,  and  including  an  Account  of 
the  Phyfical  and  Moral  State  of  the  Kingdom.  Together  with 
Obfervations  on  the  Animal,  Vegetable,  and  Mineral  Pro<luc-  • 
tions  of  its  Colonies.  The  whole  compiled  from  the  bell  Por- 
tuguefe  Writers,  and  from  Information  obtained  in  the  Country. 
By  the  Same.  4to.  Illuftrated  with  a  Map  ot  Portugal,  and 
15  other  Plates,      il.   7s.     in  hoards. 

Obferva-ions  and  Refleftions  made  in  the  Courfe  of  a  Jour- 
ney  through  France,  Italy,    and  Germany.     By    Hejier  Lynch  ^ 
Pioxtu.     2  vols.     14s. 

Travels  into  different  ?insof  Europe  in  the  Years  1791  and  " 
1792.     With  familiar  Remarks  on     laces.  Men,  and  Manners, 
By  Johi  Owen,  A.M.  Late  Fellow  of  Corpus  Chrifti  College, 
Cambridge,     z  vol.",     gvo.     I  {5s. 

A  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Iflands  of  Scotland,  by  the  Author 
of  the  Rambler.     Second  Edition.     6s. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Canfes  of  the  Wealth  of 
Nations.  By  yJdam  Smith,  LL.  D,  and  F  R.  S.  of  London  and' 
Edinburgh  ;  one  of  the  Commifiieners  of  his  Majefty's  Cuftoms 
in  Scotland;  and  formerly  Profeflbr  of  Moral  Pnilofophy  in  the 
Univerfity  of  Glafgovj.  Tenth  Edition.  3  vols.  8vo,  il.  is. 
i&  boards. 

The  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments  ;  or  an  Effay  towards  an 
Analyfis  of  the  Principles  by  which  men  naturally  judge  con- 
cerning the  Cenduft  and  Cnarafter,  firft  of  their  Neighbours, 
and  afterwards  of  themfelves.  To  which  is  added,  a  Differta- 
tion  on  the  Origin  of  Languages.  By  the  Same.  Ninth  Edition, 
with  very  confiderable  Additions.     2   vols.     16s. 

EfTays  on  Philofophical  Sobjefts,  by  the  late  Adam  Smith, 
LL.D  F.  R.S.E  &c.  with  anaccountof  his  Life  and  Writings 
by   Diigald  Sre^vart,   FR.S  E.      4to.      15s.     in  boards. 

Effays  and  freatifes  on  feveral  Subjefis  ;  by  David  Hum!,  ' 
Efq.  with  an    Index.     2   vols.     410     Royal  Paper,     il.   16s, 
Another  Edition  in  2  vols.  8vo.   i6s. 

Elements  of  the  Philofophy  of  the  Human  Mind.     By  Dtigaid 

Ste-Tvart,    F.R.S.  £din.   Profeflbr  of  Moral  Philofophy  in-  the 

Ximverfity  of  Edinburgh.    8vo.    Second  Edition,     ^i.  in  beards. 

Philofophical  and  Literary  Effays,  by  Dr.  Gregory,  of  Edht' 

hurgh.     Vol.  L  and  11.     8vo.     12s.  m  boards^ 

Vol.  V.  //  Prin- 
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Tfrincip^es  of  Moral  and  Political  Science  ;  being  chiefly  a 
Rccrofpeft  of  Ledures  delivered  in  the  CoJlege  of  Edmhurght 
By  jlJam  Fergujon,  LL.D.  and  F.R.S.E.  late  Proteffor  of 
Moral  Fniiolopny.     2  vols.     410.     2I.  ts. 

An  Efiay  on  the  Hillory  of  Civil  Society,  ,,3|  jtheSame* 
8vo.  6?,  - 

"i-An  Eflay   on  the  Principles  of   Tranflation.     8vo.    7?.  6d. 

A  new  Tranflation  of  Livy's  Roman  Hulory.  With;  Noj^j^ 
and  Uluftrations.  '^y  George  Baker  j  A.M.  dyoW;  Svo..zl-'§§5 
in  boards.  .:  /.  ^/.    :  a/f) 

The  L'fe  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  called  the  J/J,agnift<!e^,^  |^ 
William  Ro/coe.     Third  bdition.     3  vois.     4to..,;^Lr»qif.,^t,,rfl 

The  fame  in    3  vols.  8vo.      ii.   7s.  in  beardl.  a   '!  a     ..-s-. 

A  new  Edition  (printtd  from  a  correfted  Copy  left  by  the 
Trailator)  of  the  Lufiad  ;  or,  the  Difcovcry  of  India  {  an  Epic 
Poem;  Traniiated  from  the  original  Portuguefe  oi  Luis  de  Ca- 
moots.      By  William  Julius  Mick'e.      2  vol*.  8vo.  165.  in  boards. 

The  Worlcs  of  Robert  Burns.  Containing  the  Poems  for- 
merly publiftied,  wi;h  forae  Additions  and  Notes  ;  Poems  hitherto 
onpubiiHied  or  uncollefted  ;  and  his  Correfpondence.  With  an 
Account  of  his  Life,  and  a  Criticifm  on  his  Writings.  To 
twhich  are  prefixed  Icine  Obfcrvations  on  the  Caaradler  and 
Condition  of  the  Scottijh  Feafantry .  Elegantly  piinted  in  4  VoU. 
Octavo,  with  a  Portrait  of  the  Author.  Third  Edition.  Prjcf 
ll.    IIS.   6d.  in  boards. 

Anew  Edition,  correfted  and  enlarged,  with  a  Gluflary,  of 
the  Poems  of  Allan  Ramfay  ;  to  which  are  prefixed  a  Lire  of  the 
Author,  from  authentic  Documents  ;  and  Remarks  on  his 
Poeni«,  from  a  large  View  of  their  Merits  ;  in  Iwo  large  VoU. 
Oftavo,  with  a  Portrait,  from  an  original  Drawing,  by  his  Son^ 
the  late  eminent  Painter.  Printed  uniformly  with  Burush 
Work*.      ll.    IS.   in  boards. 

The  Poen^s  of  Oj/iaa.  Tranflated  by  ya/aes  Matpberfon  I^fq. 
in  Two  Vols.  Odavo.    i  zs. 

I/aiah,  anew  Tranfluion,  with  a  preliminary  Dinertation_, 
and  Notes  critical,  ohilological,  and  explanatory.  By  the  late 
Robert  Lvwth,  D.D.F.R.i.  Land.  Is  Coettiug.  Lord^  Bjftiop 
of  London.     Third  Edition.     2   vols.     8vo.      14s..  * 

TheFour  Gofpe's,  tranfl^ted  from  the  Gr.?^^;  with  preliminary 
C.fTc-rtations,  and  Notes  critical  and  explanatory.  By  George 
CampbeU,  D.D.F.R.S.  Edinburgh,  PfiscipaJ  of  Mtin/chal 
Collegp,  Aberdiea.     2  vols.     4:0.   2!,    jos_  .  -  .      ^. 

Serrr>o.o»  on  feveral  Sabj<:£i>-,  b^  the  Right  Refr.  \£«A5>(; Ppr- 
teust  li'D.W\\\iopoi  Louden.  Eighth  Edii.iQt>*.  x><tj«'-  .».4.«5 
Tb*  Second  Voluoiic  aay  be  bad  I'eparat*  Price  6s.  ia  boardu 

A  bum- 
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A  Summary  of  the  principal  Evidences  for  the  Truth  and 
Divine  Origin  of  the  C  ^riltun  Rceiation.  Defigned  q'li-fly 
for  the  Uieof  Yoong  Perfons  ;  more  particularly  iftofe- who  navi 
lately  been  confirmed  in  the  Diocefa  of  London.  By  the  6ani€. 
2S.    6d.   m  boards. 

Elempsits  of  Ch'-iftian  Theology;  contnining  Proofs  of  the 
Authenticity  a' d  I  fpiratibn  of  the  Holy  Scripturf  s  ;  a  Som- 
mary  of  the  Hiftbfy  of  the  Jeivs  ;  a  brief  Statrmrnt  of  the  Cun« 
lenti  of  the  fever  jJ  Books  of  tlie.(>!d  and  New  Tslb-ments  j  * 
iboft  Account  of  the  Enghjh  Tra  fiation^  of  the  Bible,, and  of 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England;  and  a  Scr:piu»^a|  fixpo- 
lition  of  the  Thirty-nire  Articles  of  Keliginn.  Bv  Georgs  Bretly". 
man,  D.D.F.R.S.  Lord  Bifton  of  Lincoln.  Defigncd  princi- 
pally for  the  Ule  of  Young  Students  in  Divinity.  2  volsv  ^0. 
Third    Edition.      16'!.    in  hoards.  ."        • 

An  Introduftion  toth.^  Study  of  the  Bible;  being  the  Fourth 
Edition  of  the  Ftrft  Volume  of  the  Elements  bf  ChriJlian 
Theology,      izmc.    5'.  in  hoards:     1  -  •  • 

Sermons  preached  at  LinccWiLnit  Chapel,  bettvee'n  the  Years 
1765  and  1766;  with  a  krge  Difeourfe  on  C/^r//?'s  driving  the 
Merchants  out  of  the  remirle,  i-.  which. th-^  iNa-ore  and  F-nd 
of  that  fannous  TranfaLtion  is  exf>lairjed.  Uy  Richard  Hnrd,  D.D. 
Lord  Bifhop  of  IVorcHjier,  and  late  Pireacner  at  Lineal n* s  Inn, 
3  V0I5.   iSs.  •■•     ;;.■.--■  -•     ■  .  'V 

The  2d  and  3d  Vulumes  may  be  had  feparat-e  to  complete 
Sets.     103. 

■  An  Introduftion  to  the  Study  of  the  Prophecies  concerning 
the  Chrillian  Church,  and  in  particular  concf-rning  the  Church 
of  Papal  Rome  ;  in  Twelve  Sermons  preached  'n  Lincoht's  Inn 
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